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Dry Lobby Taking Active Interest 
0 Maintain 307% Night Club Tax 


Powerful dry lobby sponsored by+ 
the Anti-Saloon League, Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union and the 
Church League of America, the same 
triumvirate that helped put prohibi- 
tion. across during World War I, is 
increasingly taking a hand in stymie- 
ing anv reduction in the 30% tax on 
niteries. 

Aforementioned groups are hope- 
ful that if action on reduction can | 
be withheld until Congress adjourns | 
in few 


Corwin to Adapt His 
Radio Plays for Legit 


_ Norman Corwin will do three of 
his radio scripts for Broadway legit 
production this fail. 

The writer, who heretofore turned 
down suc} legit offers, will rewrite 
} his ser ipts. as three one-act plays for 
weeks—which would put any} an ey ening’s bill, also directing the 
further consideration of the reduc- | production. — 
tion over wumtil Congress convenes 
next October—the niteries, save for | 


some few swank spots in key cities, | r 
will have become extinct. 0s = ar fa ré 
Despite efforts of Matt Shelvevy. | 
M t By GI 


national director of American Guild 
of Variety Artists; Noah Braunstein, 
Washington, May 16. 
community theatre 


oi the Café Owners’ Guild of N. Y..| 
anc Representative Walter Knutson 

sponsor of current bill that would] 
reduce tax to 10%, every move thus | 4 


far has been blocked to prevent its | national 


being brought to attention of the|™evement backed by men now in 
House Ways and Means Committee. t@e armed services is being con- 
Knutson had it calendered twice last! sidvred by about 100 young Army 

‘ | officers, many of them former Hol- 


week fo presentation and discussion. } 
On each occasion it was set back in 
(Continued on page 40) 


2 wood and stage people. They look 
n it as a way to assure themselves 
i jobs and a living when they 
to civvies. 
| They say that they would be in a) 
| 


Winchell Seen Ni 
cen ixing position to develop new talent foi 
the bigiime stage and screey 


Hike to Nearly $10,000 at Right? 


To Switch From Jergens 


return 


legisla- | 
igress, is considered | 


3S one possibi lity to aid in financing 


lter the movement The bill provides 
With by another sponsor, at a te | pans at low interest for veteran 


said to be almost twice his current} to 80 Into 


| virtually sold out. 


PIX 


‘On the Scene’ Air Shows to 
Be Staged As Invaders 
Move Into European Coun- 
tries 


BOYER, DIETRICH, ET AL. 


D-day will find the OWI overseas 
branch ready to step into a new 
and vital phase of egal on pro-} 
duction of radio shows ithin the | 
liberated countries on the Ce ontinent. | 
Aim is to present the role of de-| 
mocracy to the peoples now under | 
the Nazis. 

Ins what is probably 


the most am- 
(Continued on page 1) 


| 

| 

$1, 057. 318 Crossed | 
By ‘Winged Victory, 
356 Average Weekly 


“Winged Victory” winds wu 
great Broadway run at the 44th St. 
theatre, N. Y. on Saturday, when 
Moss Hart's epic drama of the Army | 
Mir Force will have played 27 


weeks, plus two weeks tryout in 


| Boston. 


During the engagement the show 
Its total gross 
be $1,004,718, averaging better 


$5,000 stipend but, having been 11 la than $35,000 weekly, which with try- 
: ws With Jergens, there is | ttle theatres. eir loans to launch | out takings i 30 ton of $52 600 made 
‘ikelihood of any switch. On ah | f a total of $1,057,318. “Victory 

Other hand, Winchell’s sponsors a | played the house on percentage, al- 
the Blue network have been king :. METRO’ S TARKINGTON, | traction getting 12% of the gross, the 
Oi shifting him to 10 p.m., | Army Emergency Relief Fund being 


0: the web’s idea to “build uy 


ROSE FRANKEN DEALS 


Sunday night listening habit fro: 

Hall of Fame”) thr6ug! Hollywood, May 16. 
Fe Metro is negotiating an unusual 
“a in radio argue, noweve! deal with Rose Franken whereb | 
1 rhaps the two most standard’! her literary services are being pur- , 

B 1g-habit hours are Jack!ehased outright by the st U 
yS ¢ p.m. slot and W Pil al , the deal Me O i ) ca! 
9 » there is disinclina to quires optior tO 
pia ers with ne i boo or oO | 
wa aterial Vhict M Franken ma 
out Writer is also retained 
VIetro has also set a single-picture 


BACK TO PIX SOON? «: jece ‘based on an idea emanating 


It's Major Clark Gable now. The “' Tal kingto 
forme; Metro star marched into the shor il be eulsital hed Metro will pas 
Pentagon building Saturday hig predic id on the 
noon (13) a captain, and « additional value from publication, 


complet by 


alter- 


emerged 


three hours later with gold leaves on | 
his shoulder straps which were per- Met Opera Showing | 
sonally pinned on by General “Hap 

At nold, commander of the Army Air Interest in Cantors 
Fo: Ces, It's reported he'll soon go Is the Metropolitan Opera tapping | 


On the inactive list, after two vears| a new source for talent—in-the svn-} 
in. and thus back to his Metro pic- | agogues? Reported to be showing in-! 
ture contract as a star. | terest in tenor Richard Tucker. a 

Gable was in Washington on busi- New York cantor and brother-in-| 
hess connected with the aviation film law of Met tenor Jan Peerce. 


ae was cutting on the Coast, plus Met took on another cantor last 
i matters. He entrained for the; season in Frederick Lechner, of 
Gast Monday (15), Y¥.’s Central Synagog. 


| from the picture to be made at 


beneticiary 
The Fund will be further benefited 
20th- 
Fox under supervision of Darryl F. 


(Continue 


don page 2) 


Ist Victory Instead 
Of the Sth War Loan? 


W: isn! avila 

Sho ) rY fi i pl 
vi Lo ead of 

Wa I yal ] i dewpe ( 

) € the Seco ir 

) Opened and s go i 
e time the pond campaign get 

der way on June 12 


Switch wil! be made by treasury 
iif everything is rolling according 

to plan or better. If not. it will 


the Fifth War Loan. | 


still be 


Television Dept. 


With post-war interest in tele- ° 


vision continuing to mount, “Va- 
riety.” with this issue, inaug- 


urates a weekly Television Page 
highlighting latest developments 
in the video field. 


Television news ir this issue 


appears on page 23. 


OWN 


‘No Personal Glory’ Edict Puts Radio 
On Spot in Sth War Loan Campaign 


+ With the Fifth War Loan Cam- 

4 paign gradually approaching the 
Bill Hart Inherits teeoff date, networks and indie sta- 
tions find themselves confronted 


Sister’ S$ $699, 83]. with the problem of trying to work 
/out a formula which will again do 

William S. Hart, silent film star,| a bangup job of selling bonds and, 
himself a millionaire since retire- |at the same time, satisfy the Treas- 
ment on the Coast, receives the en-;ury Department’s reported = in- 


tire estate of his sister, Mary Ellen! sistence that no personal glory re- 
Hart, who died Oct. 1, 1943, in Cali- dound to the stars recruited for the 
fornia. | pitch Treasury Dept. takes the 

The estate was appraised yester-| view that “we're out to sell bonds 


day (16) at $699,831 in N. Y., with|in order to get the war over as 

Hart the executor and only legatee.; quickly as possible. That's the 
| prime objective; not to build up 
stars. 


It's felt among some network ex- 
ecs that any such criticism isn’t ex- 
'actly fair; that no deliberate attemot 
{is made to capitalize on the bond 


drive via the air and that whateve: 
FXacod ow-out exploitation and added fame accrues 
to the individual stars is merely a 


by-product of a conscientious effort 
Sunday night CBS) to help their country. and not from 
Texaco bows out for the) aby personal glory angle. 

What makes the matter all f 
more ticklish is the realization by the 
network and station reps, currenily 


sor, perhaps not at all, agjter the hot formulating their programs for tne 


Fred 
series for 


season June 25 and it’s understood 


that he'll not be back for that spon- 
Reported that Allen 
Buchanan 


not interested in 


weather hiatus. (Continued on page 2) 


agency he jis 


Bob Milo ‘Denies’ His 
Death, Sez It Musta Been 
At Least One Other Guy 


Out in Chicago, around the Woods 


has notified 
renewing deal in 
the fal 

Also reported that Allen } 
through with radio for the rest of 
1944 and is undecided about return- 
g to the air in 1945. He's been ap- 
proached by Bristol-Myers for a 


2 Theatre building, Bob Milo, vaude 
ne Vor} now, its reported, 
: CO is emulating Mark Twain by 
claimed ed dov e propo- 
: friends and relative 
ort of h aemise ) 
aone nis 1944 airwaves stint as mre ‘ avgoerated 
ext MmMontn. 4 re 
It all sterns back to sever 
Meanwhile the Buchanan agency.! ago hen the obituary columns of 
Peni and Walter Batchelor, his, “Variety” carried an account of one 
managers, are remaining mumonthe’ Bob Milo. vaude actor. who died 
whole setup but James Melton and destitute at the Knickerbocker hits- 
Al Goodman's orch have been set, as, pital, N. Y. The hospital notified 2 
last year, for a musical format .to| National Vaudeville Artists, ite 
carry through the summer in Allen's. ter taking care of burial in conjunec- 


Sunday p.m. slot for the oil coneern (Continued on page 46) 


the lHiour 


= 


Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra 
and Choir 


Condueted by 


Phil Spitalny 


; 


SCREEN -RADIO| MUSIC, STAGE | 
| 
| 

Report Allen in 
| 

| 
| 
= | 


Tried Out for USO Shows, 


2 MISCELLANY 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 17, 1914 


Only 151 Qualified, Survey Reveals 


that USO-+ 


The desperate straits 


Camp Shows is in for suitable talent ‘ . y 
to meet Army needs is shown by sf Hersholt in N. Y. For | 


survey recently made in N. Y. In 
the last two months 
scouts caught 1,085 entertainers in 86 
spots from Massachusetts to Florida, 
most of them being in Greater N. Y. 
Of these only 151 were found suit- 
able, others being unqualified be- - 
cause rated lacking experience, un-| While east, Hersholt will take part 
suitability for G.I. audiences, limi-| in some Government health films 
tations of stage, etc. -and present the $2,000 annual award 


Denmark Assn. Meet. 


Jean Hersholt, radio-screen actor, 
arrives in N. Y. this «Wed.) morn- 
ing from the Coast. for annual elec- 
tion of the Free Denmark Assn., of 
{which he’s president. 


Of the 151 given offers, says Camp for the best radio script in a contest 


vious talent they had helped create a/| 
boom for remaining entertainers. | 
They claim that the talent which ts) 
getting this gravy ought to recipro- 
cate with some time devoted ta USO- 
Camp Shows. 


Shows, 87 refused. Some didn't like for his “Dr. Christian” program. 
the salaries offered; others didn't 
want to miss the present lush times BEN JUFR SATINDS 
were not interested. | SIR U ate | 
Camp Show officials point out the | OFF ON BRIT PIC REFF 
irony of a situation created by them- | 
Thanks for your article headed 
“England's Chronic Complaint,” 
“Variety,” of March 1, just to hand 


in the commercial theatre, and some 
selves, whereby by drawing off pre-| Svdney, April 5. 
(getting a bit closer, but still look- 


ing for that airmail edition). 
You certainly let your hair down, 


ing it was a well considered article. 


COLD FOR ROSE’S REVUE vet! pes ana 


alas and alack, only too true in its 
and sum- 


Neither Fannie Brice nor Groucho | ; weer 
Marx will do a Broadway musicom- trgmicasons, 
edy comeback for Billy Rose or any | ™!P8 UP. ee 
other producer. Publicity had gone | In a letter to a British film mag- 
out they would be in Rose’s “Seven | nate recently I said, 
Lively Arts,” slated to reopen the things, brought forth by the local 
Ziegfeld as a N. Y. legit house. } 

Miss Brice’s doctors have nixed | that 7 3 7 ; P 
any trip east, and Marx's Saturday | posed to quarantine British pictures 
night commercial series for Pabst 
beer forfends any stage musical with 
Saturday matinee and night per- 
formances. 


statements 


among other | 


suggestion big | 
by confining them to one house, thus 
putting them on a par with a “for- | 


eign” theatre, as it were—‘if the| 
| British film is relegated to one house | 
! only it will not be the patriotic por 
'ture the promoters expect, but wi 

P. S.—This Cleric Is Just ‘have the voffect of channelising the 
exhibition of British films. You and 

Agin Almost Everything I know that, with pictures it’s 
‘horses for courses’ and to do the | 
'right thing, they should spot British | 


Boston, May 16. 


n savag ast agains ra | © 
Ir a savage blast against Holly- | films the same as they do the Amer- 
wood (‘among other things), Rev 


ican product, into the house catering | 


James M. Gillis, editor of the Catho- | to the patronage of the particular | 


lic World, speaking to a congress of 


cinema. The right idea would be | 

sang a age of Catholic Wome nin the to give their British confreres a| 
week Up With ROW | by not isolating the British 


definition of California. 


film, nor soft-pedalling its origin, but 
Said he: “In 1849 California was a ' 


- to release it in the most suitable 
place where miners got gold out Of | pouse likely to have the greatest 
dirt by using a sieve or screen. In| patronage. And I must emphasize 
1944 California is a place where they | that there are no ‘beg pardons’ in | 
are still getting gold out of dirt. only «nis pusiness: the product must 


they keep the gold, use a diffe ent) messure up to the best, but by the 
kind of screen and send us the dirt.” |) same token must be given an equal 

The Paulist father went to work | ehance for public support.” And I 
on other matters at the some time. 
Juke boxes, picture magazines, best- 
sellers, radio, crooners, .,adic come- 
dians and other manifestations of 
American life all combine, he said, 
“like bugs boring into the pillars of 
American womanhood.” 

On picture magazines: “They are 
liable tu feature news of the week. 
all right, but in the back can be 
found the nudes of the week.” 

On best-sellers: “Many of them are 
only mud sandwiches between covers | 
and yet you will find the dirtiest of 
books in the daintiest of hands.” 

On movies: “On the sereen you 
have films scanty in their costumes. 
suggestive in their situations, daring 
in their dialog. Every week the list 
of Objectionable pictures lengthens | “Cavalcade” 
like a shadow over the land. f 

On radio comedians: “They use * Apropos your mention of “Caval- 
double-meaning gags all the time.” | cade,” some years ago I was asked 

On radio crooners: “Teary tonsils | to address the Sydney Women’s Na- 
and a voice like a melancholy moo.” iional Club on British pictures. I 

begged to be excused, but the flat- 


tering wiles of the ladies and on 


| condition that it was to be only a 
Winged Victory talk, not a lecture, prevailed (bless 
them). 


Continued from page 1 


meant it. 


tory now, and that I put my foot in 
it, when I panned my hosts. the heads 
of film trade at a London Mayfair 
, hotel function given in my honor 
, some years ago, by giving them some 
straight talk on their 
sion and commission, as I saw them 
then. And, again, alas, 
off their knives, 


sins 


apparently went 
the trade press. I am, as it were, 
from the outside looking in and I 
still assert that “you tell’ em, they 
smell ‘em,” and that nothing counts, 
or alternatively an 
amount, except as it appears to the 
man or woman in the bleachers. 
In re 


I started off by saying that that 
was the best British picture ever 
made was made in. America, and it 

(Continued on page 47) 


Zanuck. As a unit “Victory” jumps 
to the Coast immediately after local 
closing, soldier actors being accom- | 
panied by the press department, | 
front-of-the-house staff and ticket | 


men. That part of the outfit will not Skippy Homeier to Leave 
participate in the film but will be in OURT ’ ‘ . 
“formation,” or training, until the Ww orld May 3l for Metro 
show relights. Skippy Homeier will leave the 
“Victory” is dated to tour from New York cast of “Tomorrow the 


the coast back to the Atlantic sea- | World’ (Barrymore, N. Y.) when his 
bourd, next stage date being Oct. 9, | contract expires May 31. Youngster 
at the Philharmonic auditorium, Los | has signed a seven-year termer with 
Angeles. It will play two wéeks | Metro and will leave for Coast short- 
there and a similar booking follows ly thereafter. No replacement has 
in San Francisco. Bookings are vir- | been set. Ruth Matteson succeeds 
tually the same as for “This Is the Shirley Booth (who is retiring from 
Army,’ now overseas, except that | the stage) June 5, Ralph Bellamy 
Denver and Kansas City have been| was succeeded by Conrad Nagel 
added. Drama is slated for a month | some time ago. 

in Chicago, a similar date in Phila-| William Morris Office 


will take 


delphia and will finale in Washing- over handling of Homeier, although | 


ton. No plans for oversers as yet: Sylvia Hahlo, his former manager, 


in fact the tour next season is ten- | negotiated the film contract and gets 
tative. 


commission for at. 


iat the 


| Am afraid it’s almost ancient his- | 


of omis- 
it still rolled | 


over their heads, and was ignored in | 


infinitesimal | 


100th WEEK! 


| 
MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“No comedian Ihave known in my 
4D years in show business has ever 
received so many continuous laughs 
in one show as Ken Murray.” 


Ww. C. FIELDS. 


CULS. CAPRA AND COHEN 
FORMALLY APPOINTED 


Washinston, 16. 
Formal announcement of ihe ap- 
pointment of Col. Frank Capra as 
assistant chief of the Army Pictorial 


Service, was made last week by Col. | 


| 


| “Daily Variety” from Washington and it’s signed Florence S. Lowe. 


| 


| 


E. L. Munson, Jr., acting chief of the) 


In addition, it was announced 
Col. Emanuel! Cohen had 


unit. 
that Lt. 


Signal Corps Photographic 
Center at Long Island City. 

Col. Munson will shortly be made 
head of Army Pictorial to succeed 
Col. Kirke B. Lawton, now in 
Britain to direct the overall handling 
of invasion pictures, 


Ilka Concentrating On 
Her Play; Recuperating 


| been named director for production | 


Wika Chase will forego a summer | 


radio series to work on the drama- 
tization of her best-seller. “In Bed 
We Cry.” in which she will star. 


Miss Chase is recuperating at Pres- | 


byterian hospital, N. Y.. from an at- 
tack of flu, main factor in causing 
her to cancel radio plans and con- 
centrate on the play. 


? 
GI’s ‘Escanology 
Washington, May 16. 
In the 11.500 camp theatres of the 


' about aristocratic dopes so 


' got back alive. 


| Army Motion Picture Service, | 
| Mickey Rooney was the No, 1 
i; boxoffice star for the month of, 


April. The servicemen went “escap- 
ist’ with this lineup, based on box- 
office grosses: 

1. “Andy Hardy’s Blonde Trouble” 
(M-G). 

2. “Follow the Bovs” (U). 

3. “Buffalo Bill” ¢20th), 

4. “Uncertain Glory” (WB). 


|  20TH’S JACKIE GLEASON 
| Jackie Gleason, chief comic in 
“Follow the Girls.” now on Brocd- 


Agreement is not effective. however, 
until “Girls” closes since Gleeson has 
ia run-of-the-play pact to observe. 
| His first 20th film must be completed, 
however, within six 
| show’s closing. 

Gleason's contract does not call for 
his touring with “Girls”; only for 
N. Y. run. 


optional contract by 20th-Fox. 


Mex Censors Bar Hand-Kissing 
Mexico City, May 16. 
Film censors have banned hand- 
kissing scenes in local-made produc- 
tions. Claim it’s “undemocratic.” 


No Personal Glory’ 


Continued from pige 1 
| forthcoming drive, that it’s the Kate 
| Smiths, the Frank Sinatras, the Ed- 


| die Cantors, ete., who are largely re- | 


sponsible for the overwhelming re- 
| sponse of the listening public to ap- 
| peals over the air; that if radio had 
j to rely on Susie or Joe Glutz to get 
across the Treasury Dept’s message, 
the impact and effectiveness would 
be destroyed and the letdown in 
terms of sales would be consider- 
able. 


ton within the next week between 
the network and Treasury Dept. of- 
ficials to map radio's plans for the 
campaign, with the general feeling 
| prevailing that some formula will be 
|; worked out whereby the boys and 
girls who really count—the stars— 
can fit into the pattern and roll up 
new records. vet at the same time 
play down the “personal” angle. 


way. hes been signed to a seven-year | 


Huddles are skedded in Washing- | 


, them in all over the Hawaiian islands. 


SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Dear Joe Laurie, Jr.:— 


I had to read two columns of your star-studded reminiscences to fing 
it out, but I want to thank you for clearing up something that has puzzle 
me for years. That is, how Jolo got into show business. So he marrieq 
his way in, eh? 

Years ago when I was one vor nis muggs in London I used to think he 
had become a power in the West End because he wrote his way up from 
Times Square. I was led to believe he had sort of taught Sime how to 
spell and in gratitude was shipped to London so that he (Sime) could get 
back his free-wheeling way of putting words together that up to then 
were doing a series of delightful prattfalls off by themselves. 

So Jolo married Charlotte Parry, “the great protean artist” eh? Angq 
what in hell is a protean artist, Joe? I had an idee fixe ‘that’s Freneh 
for a fixed idea, Joe), that 1t had something to do with proteins, or the 
enzymes that digest proteins. But I looked it up and now I'm move con. 
fused than ever. 

It seems a protean ain't anything you can lay your hand on. 
it's very changeable. It’s derived trom Proteus, and Proteus was 2 man 
not a woman. In fact he was a sea-god who had the power to assume 
any shape he chose. That couldn't be Mrs. Jolo, She had a very pretty 
figure and it stayed that way through the years. 

Another definition, which came from Austria, where they may. stil] 
have vaudeville for all 1 know, described Proteus as a salamander-like 
amphibian, blind and nearly colorless, “with three fore and two hind 
toes and persistent external gills.” 

That sounds lots mere like Jolo. 


At best 


I'm grateful to you, Joe, for clearing up something else that has both- 
ered me for months. Every Monday in Ho:itywood a column appears in 
I had 
an icea that Jolo’s wife’s name was Florence and that the misfortunes of 
war had separated them, though the difference between living with that 
guy in peace or war must be academic. 

Now that you reveal that Mrs. Joshua Lowe is not Florence S. (for 
Sweet’n?) Lowe but Charlotte Parry Lowe, you solve that mystery nicely, 
Still, I wish you wouldn't refer to either of them as a p-otean, Joe. ‘I 
realize that you meant it as a compliment, but vaudeville never will come 
back, even with the good will of us latter-day music-hall lovers, if we 
have to look up a glamor billing in Webster's only to find out that it 
simply means a quick-change artist. 

I'm sorry, Joe, you didn't include Milton Hays in your list of top-hole 
Enelish music hall artists. Did you know he became a successful poet 
and novelist after Quitting the two-a-day? 

Kipling’s Road Companies 

He and Robert W. Service could pass for twins. I used to see both of 
them a lot on the Riviera and never knew which was which. I remem- 
ber Hays once saying to Service, “I suppose you and I have written more 
of Kipling’s bad verse than any two copyists alive.” + 

Service smiled his. shy smile and said, “Whenever |] see him I sneak 
down an alley.” 

More recently 1 ran into one of them in Hollywood and had to stall for 
10 minutes to find out which one it was. I knew one of them had died 
and the other had come out alive from Dunkirk. 

In the end the survivor cleared everything up for me. Hays had gone 
tos what you describe as the vaudeville valhalla and Service himself had 
mace England on the last troop ®hin from France. In fact, he was trapped 
in the same sector as P. G. Wodehouse, but he knew his way around bet- 
ter and got to the sea coast by a back road. 

That's one of the tricks of wiiting, Joe. Wodehouse wrote amusingly 
long he acted like one in a crisis. Service, 
with * The Trail of 98" and “The Shooting of DanMcGrew” behind him, 


Solid Troupers Save the Show 

In this war, Joe, it’s the boys from burley and vaude who ave saving 
the day. Returned warriors from the South Pacific tell that the 
biegest egg-layers are not ostriches but Hollywood stars have no 
vaude routines to fall back en. 

Conditions may put the star so completely on his own that even writ- 
ten material may not show up on time. _Under such circumstances a syn- 
thetically-manufactured star is bound to pancake, whereas a trouper like 
Joe E. Brown, who began as an acrobat and worked un through burlesque 
to legit, pictures and radio, can go back to nipups if all else fails. 

Corp. Monroe Manning was telling me that entertainment-hunger is so 
acute among the troops that a G.I. two-act version of “Macbeth” packed 
The show even got $11 top when 


me 
who 


put on*for civilians in Honolulu. 


months of the’ 


| Washington 


Maurice Evans, a captain in Special Services, was ordered by his 
eral to do the show. For a time Judith Anderson volunteered to piay 
Lady Macbeth, but she couldn't get used to the wolf-whistles which ac- 
companied her first ent ance and first necking interlude. She didn't know 
that any dame would have produced this. 

One night she stepped out of character and said, “Listen you guys. stow 
that stuff till the end of the act. From now on any whistling er palm- 
slamming between scenes is out, see?” Then she went back to blanking 
them with blank verse. 

On hearing this added dialog Shakespeare did a 21'5-full-twister in his 
grave, something that hasn't been seen in show business since Joe E. 
Brown was with the Five Marvelous Ashtons. 


gen- 


Incumbency Encumbrances 

Helen Gahagan, who also lives in the Hollywood district, is running for 
Congress in another district where the incumbent is quitting. You 
do that out here. You probably don’t know her. I don’t think she ever 
played the Palace—maybe Carnegie Hall, but not the Palace. She marvied 
Melvyn Douglas and has been the Democratic national committee 
from California for four years, 

Her campaign manager says she puts up at the White House when in 
smokes F.D.R.’s cigarets. I don’t know how mooching 
cigarets qualifies one for Congress, but maybe this campaign manager is 
really reaching for a Murad instead of a vote. 

I had a young campaigner around here years ago. 
Treacy. 


can 


woman 


His name was Bobby 
His old man, Emerson, never played the Palace either. though 
he did well in legit on Broadway and is\now in China or some place for 
the Red Cross. Bobby used to buttonhole voters and plead with them 10 
“get out of the gully with Candidate Scully” or into the ditch with that 
“. other guy.” 

One voter told Bobby he was sorry, but Scully’s opponent was a poker 
partner and loyaliy had its demands too. Unfortunately for him, he lis- 
tened to Bobby too long. The voter: then walked away a few steps, 
stopped, turned around and pulled a cigar out of his vest pocket. 

“Here,” he said, “give this to your friend Scully.” 

It represented a new deal in campaigning. Before the primaries we'é 
over Bobby had brought in eight cigars. And he must have brought in 4 
lot of votes, too, for we took the district by 119 votes, knocking out @” 
incumbent for about the first time in the history of California politics. 
_The shock of it nearly killed all of us. Hollywood hasn't been the same 
since. 

Well, I've got to get back to work, Joe. I just wanted to thank you fer 
your recap of the golden days of variety. Give my best to Lefiy and 


Aggie at Cool Acres or Fog Hollow, cr wherever the darlings are see!ne 
sunshine in this lovely land of shady people. 


Ever, 


F. S. 
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Sets Deal With Rank Make 
Four Pix Abroad; Better Spotting 
Product English Houses 


Twentieth-Fox has closed a deal¢ 


with J. Arthur Rank whereby 20th 
will produce four pictures annually 
in England, two of which are to be 
released by 20th in England and two 
to be released in the United States 
by Eagle-Lion, Rank’s subsid in the 
v.s 


At the same time Spyros Skouras, | 


20th-Fox prexy, agreed to a deal 
whereby the Loew’s holdings in the 


Metropolis & Bradford Trust were | 
and Rank in. 


Wallis-Hazen-Par 
Set to Sign Today 


purchased by 20th 


equal parts. Loew’s owned 2414% 
otf M. & B., 20th owned 24!2% and 
Rank owned 51% Thus the addition 


of the 50°, of lLoew’s 
ostensibly gave Rank controlling in- 
terest in the company with 6314°% 
of the preferred. 

It is undersiood, however, under 
the arrangements made with Rank 
that 20th would continue to retain 
an equal share of the voting power 
in M. & B. despite that Rank holds 
the majority of preferred stock. 

The new arrangement, from ac- 
counts, will give 20th-Fox product 
stronger representation in all the 
theatres controlled by Rank. Also, 
it will provide 20th with quota pic- 
tures (facilities being made avail- 
able by Rank), without which 20th 
could at any time be deprived of its 
license to import product into Eng- 
land. 

Since 20th last year grossed some 
$25,000,000 in rentals in the foreign 
market, bulk of the coin coming 
from England, the deal with Rank 
appears to have ironed out prob- 
lems for both 20th and Rank. 

Meantime, reports are that Larry 
Kent, executive assistant to Skouras, 


may become managing director of 
Gaumont-British Theatres. This re- 
port remains unconfirmed so far, 
with Kent saying he preferred to 


make no statement until Skouras re- 
turns to the U. S. or until such time 
as the Skouras-Rank negotiations are 
completed. 


Buchman’s 7% Deal 
With Columbia 


Sidney R. Buchman, executive v.p. 


and producer at Columbia, has made | 


anew deal with the company where- 


holdings | 


| 


RKO Chill Slate 


Karloff’s 
Hollywood, May 16. 


RKO signed Boris Karloff to star 
in two chillers, to be produced by 
Val Lewton. 

First is 


“Carmilla,” a tale of 


American vampires in Colonial days. | 


based on a novel by J. Sheridan Le 
Fanu., 


When Hal Wallis returns to the 
Coast next Monday (22) he will 
have a Paramount financing and re- 


leasing deal in his kick. Formal | 
signaturing of the pact may take 


place today (Wednesday) in N. Y. 
Joe Hazen, his new associate—-both 
are ex-Warnerites-—is handling the 
legal deals in the east and Loyd 
Wright, who just got back to Holly- 
wood, has been in touch by phone 
through all negotiations. 

Wallis has had bids from sundry 
studios, and up to yesterday (Tues- 
day’ claimed that the J. Arthur 
Rank project (Eagle-Lion Films, in 
America) for U. S. production was 
still “very attractive.” 

Wallis will not make his first pic- 
ture until September and it will 
probably be “The Searching Wind,” 
the Lillian Hellman play produced 
by Herman Shumlin, which is a 


current Broadway hit. Wallis did 
their “Watch on the Rhine” for 
Warners, for which Paul Lukas, its 
star, and also the production got 


Academy awards. Only condition on 


“Wind” for winter release might be | 


the play producer’s restrictions but 
a meeting on this point today will 
further clarify that phase. 

Hazen, long with WB as director, 
attorney and Washington contact 


(consent decree was handled by him | 


for the entire industry), will be di-| , a 
| staggers the imagination. 


rectly associated with Wallis on the 
production ,and administrative end. 


If, as and when Wallis makes 

“Wind” he will do it with a film 

; Name cast although the juve lead, 


| 
| 


by he receives a participation cut on | 


at least two important Col. proper- 


ties. “Over 21,” the Ruth Gordon 
Play, and “Jacobowsky and_ the 
Colonel,” the Theatre Guild (Jack 


| follow his 


Skirball) Franz Werfel-S. N. Behr- 
man stage click. 

Buchman had other studio. bids. 
but under the new deal he will get 
a slice of whatever important pix | 
he makes: also the “Buchman pro- 
duction” billing 
MAMOULIAN’S TIFF 


ON PREMINGER’S PIC 


Hollywood. May 16 

Rouben Mamoulian checked out as 
director of “Laura” at 20th-Fox 
also left the lot after disagreement 
With producer Otto Preminger over 
Intel the Prem- 
will take over as director of 
picture, which had been before 
the cameras for two weeks. 

Mamoulian had only a one-picture 
commitment with the studio. 


and 


pretation of storv. 


th > 


Par Buys ‘Red, Hot, Blue’ 


Hollywood, Mav 16. 

Paramount bought “Red, Hot and 
Blue.” Cole Porter musical. produced 
by Vinton Freedley in New York 
several years ago, and will film it as 
a starrer for Betty Hutton. Par 
heavily interested in the musical 
legiter criginally. 

Production will be held back 
Miss Hution has finished three 
commitments. 


Vas 


until 
prior 


| State 


Montgomery Clift, may be retained 
for the film. 


DISNEY-B. GOODMAN 
SWING STREET’ COLLAB 


Walt Disney has slated a new car- 
{oOon-animated feature-length film 
tentatively titled, “Swing Street.” to 
current production, 
Caballeros.” Latter 


“Three 


| limit in 


| face 


picture | 


is due for national release in August. | 


“Swing” will feature the 
Benny Goodman and his orch, and 


will include several ideas in the 
Disney mill that were not used in 
“Fantasia.” Pic will probably be 70 


length. 

Roy Disney, the Coast 
conferring on plans for the picture, 
is expected to return east latter part 
of June. 


minutes in 


now on 


Chester Bennett, Silent 

Director, Victim of Japs 

Hollywood, Mav 16. 

communication the 
Department, Henry McRae. 
Universal producer, was told of the 
death of Chester Bennett, silent film 
director former assistant to 
McRae at Universal. who died at the 
hands of the Japs in Hong Kong 
Oct. 29. 1943. 

Department stated it was advised 


In a 


and 


music of 


McRae was to be notified on infor- | 
mation regarding Bennett. and the 
news had come from Mrs. Benneit 


in Hong Kong that her husband was 
shot. At the time of his death Ben- 


j nett was a prisoner of the Japs. 


> 
! 
| 


MAY 


B. Odlum 
negotiating the substanti 
portions of his holdings in RKO 
which may result in an eventual re- 
alignment of ownership and admin- 
istrative operations of the company. 

While several bids have been 
made by film industry groups dur- 
ing the past two years for a con- 
trolling interest in RKO, it is under- 
stood that deal for the purchase of 
Atlas holdings, at the momert in- 
volving the preferred stock mainly. 
would likely be handled through in- 
vestment bankers. 

Lehman Bros. «who have disposed 
of practically all of their RKO hold- 
ings), and which was the house 
which handled the refinancing ot 
20th-Fox when the Chase National 
Bank holdings bought up by 
the company. have been mentioned 
in this connection, though other in- 
vestment houses would likely also be 
involved, 


“lovd 


saie Oi 


were 


Odlum, who was in Washington 
last week, has been preparing a 


report for the Securities & Exchange 
Commission which may be the pre- 
lude to the sale of large blocks of 
RKO preferred. ‘Unusually large 
block of 1.250 preferred was sold on 
open market last Friday. (12) at $94. 


up $4). Atlas Corp.. which holds ap- 
proximately 65.000 of the 128.000 
outstanding RKO preferred. and 
over 50° of the common stock out- 
standing. is virtually the only in- 
vestment trust which owns more 
than a 50°’ interest in any one 
amusement stock. Lightening of Od- 
lum’s holdings, if not a complete 


sellout when the time comes, is 
definitely in the cards. 
Spread Holdings 
Reduction of Atlas holdings which 
is imminent, is likely predicated on 
the wide distribution of RKO k 
in Comparatively small blocks 
(Continued on page 42) 


stoc 


among 


Jack Warner Intrigued 
By Video Possibilities; 
‘No Limit to Sound Film’ 


Jack L. Warner. production boss oi 
Warner Bros.. is another who is bull- 
Says he, “There is 
It jus! 


ish on television 
no limit to its possibilities. 
he continues, “there’s no 
film. 


“In fact,” 


my mind to the sound 
I think we've just scratched the sur- 
there as an art form o7 enter- 


tainment. but as regards television, 
it almost scares you.” 

Warner and Col. Nathan Levinson. 
studio’s technical expert, have 
0.0.iNng while east—War- 

return to Hollywood fo 


eks—and Levinson is in- 


the 
been video 


doesn't 


a couple we 
tent on new tele studio plans on the 
Coast. 

The 
and the ali 
obvious, 
still 


can't 


growing affinity between pix 
(radio and television) is 
Warner, but he is 
Jimmy Fidler and 
how the Blue net- 


anti-Holly wood tilm 


observes 
adamant on 
understand 
work stands for 
chatterers 
“When we cast 
the WB veepee in charge ot 


a radio scene.” save 


- 


tion, “you know that everything is 
shown at its best The sponsor 1 
usually the dignified gent, so are the 
playel md e broadcasting stuaio 
ive al vs aep ed as the last word 

ultra-modern elTictency We don't 
rio or saliriz oO atta radio In o 

fig e ) ) ! AC t ) 
lls to i H ood 

How hat’s an old stor O 
they're getiing along ver nice 
vithout us. and we are getting along 
too. But I do think there should b 
some contro! and things don’t occu 
as when Al Jolson, whom I saw the 


other night at “Jacobowsky and the 
¥ bv plane for Nes 
and the reporters queried him 


Colonel,” took of} 


York 


that they had just heard on the ati 
that Jolso was rushing to the bed- 

de of } S dving iatner in Washing- 
ton. No wonder Jolie went nuts on 
that flight east. with no opportunity 


to check. True. his father is ailing 


) g in his 60s. but he’s not as seri- 
ous as they said on the air. So that's 
inother sample of general irresps ite 
sibility over the radio.” 


(‘Atlas Corp.) 


SELLING RKO STOCK 


Fenton Handed Garbo Pic 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Leslie Fenton was picked by Les- 
ter Cowan as director of the forth- 
coming Norwegian Merchant Marine 
picture starring Greta Garbo. 

Currently, Fenton is working on 
another Cowan production, “The 
Story of GI Joe.” 


Video Costs High, 
Par Exec Predicts 


That televisign is going to be very | 


costly in more ways than one ex- 


* Reports in the trade « 


Selznick’s Growing Dominance 
In UA Brings Trade Talk Anent 


General Realignment of Operation 


David O. Selznick’s move in engag- 
ing Neil Agnew and Hugh Owen of 
Paramount predicates an 


tnat 


eventu al 


{realignment of operation in United 


cept to the audience it is expected | 
to develop, is indicated by Paul C.} 


Raibourn, Paramount and DuMont 


Labs exec, who is one of the most. 


but 
purposes 
sold for 
pointing to the 


video enthusiasts 
warns that for televising 
“film is not going to be 
nothine.” Though 


Optimistic 


high costs involved in making pic- | 


tures, majority of which now repre- 


sent an investment of over $1,000,000 | 


each. he declines, other than as con- 
tained in that statement, to predict 
what the future will hold, 
adding for the present that “we are 
doing no asinine things.” 

Much planning and study, how- 
ever, is being devoted to the coming 
new form of hear-see entertainment 
even if no one is able very 
curately to what the: future 
may be. though in his opinion, Rai- 
bourn adds, television is going to be 
very important within 10 years. Sets, 


ac- 


sense 


ous sides, will be brought down to 
prices within the range of the aver- 
ability to buy, 


ige home's 


Raibourn has just appointed 
George Schupert as his assistant. 
Latter has been in charge of Para- 


commercial film. activitie 

specialize on television 
In addition, A. J. Richard, 
head of the Par newsreel, figures 
importantly in the tele activities so 
Par is concerned but, accord- 
Raibourn, DuMont will 
the coming Republican con- 
vention in Chicago, as 

During the past Raibourn 
met with Bill Eddy, in charge of the 
Balaban & Katz tele station, Chi 


mount’s 
will 


planning. 


and 


far as 
ing to not 
televise 
reported, 


week 


and 


Klaus Landsberg, who’s in charge ot! 
the DuMont-Par station in Lo 
Angele It was Landsberg’'s first 


rip east in a year, while Eddy was 


here principally on biz. 
his and Landsberg’s pres- 
the east at the 
enabled the trio to get together for 
informal huddle. Lands- 


back to L. A. end of thi 


personal 
However, 
ence in samme time 
a general, 
berg goes 
week. 


COVER GIRL’S’ RECORD 
TAKE FROM MUSIC HAL 


for Columbi:z 


record ret tal rf 


close to $220,000 on the six-week run 
of “Cover Girl’ at the Music Hall 
N. Y.. which closed last Wednesday 
night (10), is reported to have bee! 
registered as result of overage tern 
hich were struck on the first five 


weeks of 
The Columbia unde. 
to have been 25%, up to $90,000, 50°, 


the engagement. 


deal tood 


from there to $100,000 and 65°, be- 
yond that. On the initial five weeks 
the musical topped the $100,000 
mark, but dropped below on the 
sixth to finish at $85,500. 

Amazing gross rolled up on the 
run at the Hall on the 36-day run 


is reported to have been near to 
$660,000, an average of $110,000, 
which sets an all-time record for any 
theatre for six consecutive weeks in 
the history of the business. 

Film is being sold to Col accounts 
ma 40%, as part of the pro- 
rather than under individua 


basis, 


albeit | 


it has already been assured on vari- 


Artists, despite that the UA contract 


Stockholders’ Meeting 
At U. A. 


stockholders meeting 


in Wilmington Monday 
(15), the proposed amendmenis 
to the company charter were 


adopted by a vote of two to one 
Charles Chaplin's 
(Frolich & Schwartz) 
the move. 

At the session, stockholders 
voted to increase the board of 
directors from five, to nine, wit 
the amended charter giving the 
directors the right to elect of- 
ficers; fill vacancies on the 
board; to manage the company, 
and, in particular, to engage al! 


attorney. 


executives and employees, and 
to make al! contracts for the 
acquisition of product. It 


provides that stockholders by a 
majority vote could amend the 


by-laws. 


Another new stipulation under 
the amended charter is that eo 
director of U. A. can 
another competitive company at 
the same time. This would pre- 
vent a recurrence of the 
tion where Sir Alexande: 


work for 


Korda 


held a veto power in U. A. 
while heading up British pro- 
duction for Metro. The new by- 
law may also affect Arthi W. 
Kelly, currently on the U. A 
board, who -heads uy 
Lion Films for J. Arthur Rank 


U. S. 
Another meeting of U.A. stoclx- 
holders may be heid in Wilming- 


in tne 


ton June 16 for the pturoose oF 
electing the new board of nine 
directors. 


with Grad Sears stili 


months to run. 


some 30 


has 


Industry observs point out that the 
Agnew Owen combo (Agnev 
some $100,000 annually plus pvrofit- 


participation’ is too. high-powered 


to be retained merely for the usual 
(Continued on page 47> 
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Nat'l Theatres and 20th-Fox Common 
Buys Approved at Stockholders Meet 


Two proposals—one to allow four¢- 


principal National Theatres  sub- 
sid circuit managers to buy blocks 
of National stock, and (2) the 
20th-Fox common stock option buy- 
in plan for top executives—were 
overwhelmingly adopted by stock- 
holders at 20th’s annual meeting in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tuesday). Meet- 
ing also elected 15 directors, four 
new, to the board by virtually a 
unanimous vote. : 

Shareholders also, by about 36-to- 
1 ratio, approved a resolution sug- 
gested by Investors Fair Play 
League asking stockholders not be 
required to pay taxes on dividends 
when already taxed as corporation 
earnings. Lone voter against pro- 
posal explained his attitude, saying 
it stemmed from fact that Wendell 
Willkie is a director of 20th, and 
since Willkie said he favored higher 
taxes, he opposed tax cut. 

Under National Theatres purchase 
plan, C. P. Skouras, Elmer C. 
Rhoden, Harold J. Fitzgerald and 
F. H. Ricketson, Jr., are allowed to 
buy combined total of 40 Class B 
shares of National, representing 20% 
interest in theatre corporation. Each 
B share would cost these circuit 
managers $14,125 each, with an in- 
volved conversion privilege allowing 
them to switch to Class A_ stock. 
Price compares with $19,440 book 
value for shares. C. P. Skouras 
would be allowed to buy 25 Class B 
shares for $353125, Rhoden six 
shares for $84,750, Fitzgerald three 
shares for $42,375 and Ricketson six 
shares at $84,750. 

New Directors 

New directors named are L. Sher- 
man Adams, v.p. Mass. Investors 
Trust; Robert L. Clarkson, chairman | 
of board, American Express; Robert 
Lehman, president Lehman Corp.; 
and Murray Silverstone, 20th v.-p. 
in charge foreign distribution. Other 
directors named are Darryl F. 
Zanuck, Willkie, Sydney Towell, 
Spyros Skouras, Seton Porter, W. P. 


Grant Withers Back To 


Producing for Mono 
Hollywood, May 16. 

Grant Withers removes the grease- 

paint for a while to produce “Little 


Devils,” a yarn about child guerrillas | 


in China, for Monogram. Project will 
lave the full cooperation of the 
Chinese government. 


N.Y. Fire Dept. Closely 
Checking Film Bldgs. 


| With fire inspectors in N. Y. on 
the rampage checking violations in 
| exchanges and other buildings where 
film is stored, they swooped down on 
Warners’ homeoffice Friday (12) and 
handed out summonses to 12 men 
who were caught smoking. They sub- 
| sequently barged in on 729 Seventh 
| avenue, housing United Artists, Co- 
lumbia, and other companies, and 
are reported to have found smoking 
| violations there also. 

According to film men in pro- 


Picture which donate 5% of the} hibited buildings, the Fire Dept. no 


gross to China War Relief and 
Withers is looking for Oriental juves 
and moppets for lead roles. 


Petrillo Agrees to Cut 
Orch Staffs to 25 Men 
But 3 Plants Want 18 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Smaller motion picture studios 
won a concession from James C. 
Petrillo, president of the American 
Federation of Musicians, when he 
agreed to cut staff orchestras to 25, 
from 30 demanded originally. 

However, Columbia, RKO and Re- 
public are insisting they want only 
18 men, and are adamant on that 
point. Paramount may also be given 
a concession to cut its band from 35 
to 30. 

The fight over interchangeability 
of bandmen continued, with $10 
housepay demanded for rehearsals 


and dubbing for newsreels and trail- | 


ers, and Petrillo conceded that large 
news events of national importance 
could be dubbed, but not others. 


Producers are still hopeful of gain- | 


ing more concessions before signing 
final draft. 


SOPEG MOVES TO ORG. 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Philips, W. C. Michel, W. J. Eadie, 


Expanding its activities in the 


D. O. Hastings, John R. Dillon, Tom white-collar field, the Screen Office 


J. Connors. 
Stockholder okay on 


|& Professional Employees Guild of 
common |N. Y., CIO, om Monday (15) held a 


stock option plan means top officials | meeting to discuss the organization 
may purchase combined total of 140,-| of the William Morris agency. 


000 shares during next five years at 
yesterday’s closing price 
plus $1. Stated that the directorate 
had not considered what persons 
would get these option privileges 
but that Sypros Skouras, Michel, 
Connors, Towell and W. J. Eadie had 
been under discussion as likely. 
Jenkins and Silverstone also were 
mentioned as two officers who would 
be eligible. Proxy statement an- 
nounced that Sypros Skouras is ex- 
pected to receive options to buy 70,- 
000 common shares. Zanuck had 
been given an option to buy 100,000 
common in 1940. 

Because Sypros SKouras was ab- 
sent on company business in Eng- 
Jand W. C. Michel, executive v.-p., 
Was named chairman at meeting. 

Directors, at organization meeting 
aiter stockholders’ session, elected 
following officers: Spyros Skouras, 
president; Willkie, chairman of 
board; Michel, executive  v.-p.; 
Zanuck, v.-p. in charge production: 
Connors, v.-p. charge sales; Silver- 
stone, v.-p. charge of foreign dis- 
tribution; Eadie, comptroller, asst. 
treas.; Towell, v.-p.-treasurer; Jen- 
kins, secretary. 


Con. Films’ Earnings 
OK Despite Big Taxes 


Because nearly half of earnings 
were paid out in Federal normal and 
surtaxes, Consolidated Film Indus- 


tries net profit for the first three | 


months ended last March 31 amount- 
ed to only $249,628. This is only 
slightly better than the $248,153 re- 
ported for first quarter of 1943. Con- 
solidated net earnings amounted to 
$430,394 for the quarter ending last 
March before Federal tax provisions 
totaling $180,765. 

As a result, Consolidated showed 
50c earnings on each share of 400,000 
preferred and 9c on each of 524,973 
shares of common, same as in ini- 
tial quarter last year. 


BERKE’S ‘LAUGH’ DEAL 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Republic signed William Berke to 
a contract calling for salary and per- 
centage of the profits as director on 
the forthcoming comedy, “Anything 
For a Laugh.” 

Currently Berke is piloting “Dark 
Mountain” for the Pine-Thomas or- 


Since 35 employees of the agency 


($23.25) | attended the session, pledging sup- 


port, it is expected that negotiations 
view to obtaining a contract cover- 
ers. Anticipated that similar or- 


ganizational moves will be made 
with other talent and literary agen- 


longer countenances warnings, with 

fines being mandatory, even for first 
| offenders, e 

In addition to watching for the 
smokers, the fire inspectors are 
| maintaining a close check on all ex- 
| 


| changes to see that they live up to 
'a recent stringent order requiring 
| that all scrap and junked film is 
| removed twice daily instead of once 


weekly, as before. 


Bennett Warmest 


As Walsh Opposish 


While others are expected to toss 
their hats in the ring for the can- 
_didacy of president of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, with reports that Wil- 
|liam F. Canavan, former prexy of 
_the union, may seek to restore that 
post to himself, the most dangerous 
| Opposition is anticipated from Wil- 
jliam Bennett, veteran member of 
stagehands’ local No. 22, Washing- 
ton. He is waging a terrific cam- 
paign and doing as much traveling 
{as possible to curry support. Dick 
Walsh is incumbent prez. 

Canavan, member of the St. Louis 
operators’ local, who was president 
of the IA for many years and re- 
|signed because of protests against 
| his plan to grant relief to the ex- 
| hibitors during depression years, 
| sought to come back at the Louis- 
ville convention several years ago, 
b' * was prevented from getting on 
the ballot. 
| William Greene, operator at the 
| Strand, N. Y., and long a member 
|of Local 306, Moving Picture Ma- 
chine Operators of N. Y., who sought 


| Out as a result of not being elected 


Louis May 29. 


Lefty's Notebook 
By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal. 
Dear Joe:— 


Read where my pal Eddie Cantor is celebrating his 35th year in show 
business. I knew him when he first started. He tried everything. He 
did nance-blackface, Jewish comedy, broke into other acts, sang, danced 
told stories, worked from the audience, did a candy-butcher one show. an 
usher the next, nut comedy—tried everything and did them well. He wags 


a hit when he started and remained a hit for over 35 years. That's some 


| kind of a record. 


There were many acts around those days—great acts, acts we kids would 


| look up to and hope to be able to equal some day. A lot of the youngsters 


of 1909 are still around today, some have gone “upstairs,” some are stj)] 
doing fine in show business and many have dropped out. The road was a 
little too tough, the breaks didn't come, they couldn't take it and many 
of them never had anything to give. 

Thirty-five years ago—it just seems like yesterday—there were acts 
like Ed Reynard, Griff, Julius Tannen, Donovan and Arnold, Willard 
Simms, Mason and Keeler, Gavin Platt and Peaches, Sam J. Curtis and Co, 
Billy Reeves in the “Follies,” Bert Levey, Montgomevy and Moore, Me. 
Mahon and Chapelle, Rice and Cohen, Four Mortons and Jacob Adler, the 
great Yiddish actor (who played vaudeville at $1,300 a week). Jim Cor. 
bett was doing a single, and there were Joe Welsh, Tom Waters, Eddie 
Leonard (who married Mabel Russell that year), Blanche Ring, Bessie 
Clayton, Eva Tanguay and Carl McCoullough. Mrs, James Brown Potter, 
the society gal, was breaking into vaudeville with three recitations and 
drawing society to the Lincoln Square.’ And Girard and Gardiner, Mrs. 
Annie Yeamans, R. G. Knowles, Fields and Ward, John T. Kelly, Hyams 
and McIntyre, Cameron and Flanagan, Hoey and Lee, World and Kingston, 
Frank Bush, The Zancigs, Gaston and Green, W. C. Fields (who had just 
started being a headliner). Mack and Walker were breaking in the first 
bench act. Morton and Moore were with the Behman Show and Cliff 
Gordon was the extra attraction. 

Then there were Gardener and Stoddard, Bayes and Norworth (who 
knocked ‘em dead with “Shine On Harvest Moon”), Halle and Fuller, 
Irene Franklin, Belle Blanche, Alice Lloyd, Harry Lauder (breaking all 
records, playing Xmas day to $7,500). Also That Quartette, Daisy Har- 
court and Johnny Neff was breaking in his single. Harry Fox and the 
Millership Sisters were the added attraction with the Miner’s Merry Bur- 
lesquers, Blossom Seeley was working with Mike Bernard, Leo Carrillo 
was doing a single and drawing cartoons for “Variety,” Anderson and 
Goines, Six American Dancers, Rock and Fulton (doing an Apache Dance 
at Hammerstein’s), Hymack, Jock McKay and John B. Hymer ‘who had 
everyone saying “Come On Red”), Annette Kellerman, Magge Maitland, 
Stuart Barnes, Vesta Victoria ‘singing “I'm Nellie of the Ballet’), The 
Three Leightons, Al Leech and his Rosebuds (the first to do a “stair 
dance”), Willard’s Temple of Music, Friend and Downing ‘(who went to 
London where they were a big hit), McKay and Cantwell, Lilly Lena, 
Felix and Barry and the sisters Emily and Clara, Fitzgibbon-McCoy Trio, 
Shrode and Mulvey, Rawson and Claire, Harry and Eva Puck, Heim Kids, 
Laurie and Aleen Bronson, Felix and Caire—all pretty good kid acts. 

Harry Wardell’s Dutch Act 

Harry Wardell was doing a Dutch act, and others were Farrell Taylor 
Trio, The Kaufman Troupe, Ryan and Ritchfield, Marshall P. Wilder, Felix 
Adler, Chas. F. Semon, Leon Errol in burlesque with the “Jersey Lillies,” 
Charles Kenna, the street faker (who caused a sensation that year, going 
to Huber’s Museum and doing 14 shows a day, from Hammerstein's, while 
Rajah was billed at Hammerstein's as direct from Huber’s Museum), Smith 
and Campbell, Bob Adams and Bob Alden (who went to England a few 
years later and never came back). 

Also Harry Von Tilzer did a single, George Whiting worked with the 
Clark Sisters, Cecil Lean did an act with Florence Holbrook; Ezra Kendall, 


Seamer RKO) MANAGERS GUILD 
nome: | EXPECTS WLB DECISH 


white-collar employees in the home- | 
| With no further interference on 


Offices and N. Y. exchanges of the 

| film companies. 
| As result of an interim directive J"isdiction anticipated from the In- | 
handed down Monday (15) by the ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
National War Labor Board, the S'@ge Employees, the RKO union, 
Metro, 20th and UA exchanges are) K Own as Motion Picture Theatre 
Operating Managers, Assistants & 
Cashiers Guild, is expecting an early 
decision from the War Labor Board 
certifying this organization as the 
collective bargaining agency for | 
: 7 eligibles of the RKO circuit in the 

Jersey anc estchester county. 

we e0. Pal Now Ain't While the Guild is unaffiliated at 
Hollywood, May 16. present, following an election of of- | 
Screen Cartoonists Guild and _ ficers which will probably be held 
George Pal Studios have broken off at an early date, it may affiliate with 
negotiations, following a deadlock on either the American Federation of | 
classifications presented by the union, | Labor or the Congress of Industrial 
|Meeting of the Pal Guild unit has | Organizations. Not unlikely that | 
| been called to give SCG officers au- George Dunn, manager of the RKO | 
'thorization to take any action they 8Ist Street, N. Y., and long with the | 
ideem advisable to protect the mem- Circuit, may be named president. He 


ordered to immediately start paying 
the 15% increases to white-collar 
workers agreed under contracts re- 
cently negotiated. Working condi- 
tions remain to be worked out. 


bers. has been very active in the organi- 
| If negotiations are not resumed, | Z4tion and furtherance of the Guild. | 
| there is a possibility that the unit Hyman Glickstein, attorney who | 
| will be broken up and the craftsmen | "€Presents the Screen  Publicists 
| distributed in other unions affilated Guild, N. Y., is acting as counsel for | 
with tMhe Conference of Studio the RKO managers’ group. 

Unions. 


Studio Contracts 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Dorothy Bennett. 
Evelyn ‘Blain. | 
Aubrey Blair. 


Hollywood, May 16. 


H. W. Bruen. Doris Moran, player, renewed, 
Sherrill Corwin. Warners. 

Eleanor Counts. Naomi Scher, player, optioned, 
William Fadiman. Metro. 


| stuck your big eyes out of 


Claudius and Scarlett, John E. Bell, a great tumbler; Trixie Friganza, 


will shoriiy be inaugurated with a to run for the presidency, appears | Pauline, Lyons and Eddie Parks (later Lyons and Yosco; Yosco was then 


| working with Pearl), Work and Ower, Rice and Cady, Four Fords, Charlie 


|ing approximately 50 Morris work- a delegate to the convention in St. | C@S¢ (who that year worked at Proctor’s Fifth Ave. and did his first act 


|in whiteface), Eddie Foy was playing in “Mr, Hamlet of Broadway” and 
sang “Everything Depends On Money.” Pat Rooney did an act called 
|“Simple Simon” without Marion Bent. Windsor McKay, Emma Carus, 
Hetta Urma, Jack Binns, the radio operator on the Republic who made 
S.O.S. famous, was offered vaudeville dates. Henry Clive was doing car- 
toons for “Variety.” Also Gould and Suratt, Three Khuns, Wilbur Varden 
and Perry, Chip and Marble, and so many many more great acts of that 
time when Eddie Cantor was just starting out. 

In 1909 also the fight was on between William Morris, the greatest in- 
dependent, and the United Booking Office. The hit songs were “Good 
Evening Caroline,” “Don’t Take Me Home,” “If I Had a Thousand Lives 
to Live.” “Down in Jungle Town,” “I Remember You,” “Nobody Knows, 
Nobody Cares,” “Meet Me in Rose Time, Rosie,” “Highland Mary,” “Make 
a Noise Like a Hoople and Roll Away,’ “Dorando,” “I Love My Wife But 
Oh You Kid.” Buffalo Bill joined Pawnee Bill for a big Wild West Show, 
70 houses were booked through the United Booking Office, Mozart circuit 
had 20 weeks, Percy Williams had the Colonial, Alhambra, Orpheum, 
Crescent, Novelty, Gotham and Greenpoint. Hyde and Behman had the 
Bijou, Folly, Olympic, Star and Galety in Brooklyn. Leo Circuit was 
booked out of the Dewey theatre lobby, John the Barber and Sully were 
the barbers to showbusiness, Bal and Taylor made the actor's trunks, 
Skigie reviewed shows for “Variety,” the authorities were trying to stop 
Sunday vaudevilie shows, Avon Comedy Four were pinched at Hammers 
stein’s for doing their act on a Sunday. Specs were having trouble even 
then. That was the year they had talking pictures—a man would stand 
behind the screen and do all the characters in the pictures. Sig Wachter, 
Frank Bohmne, Jules Ruby, Louis Weslyn and Jo Paige Smith were agents. 
The Orpheum circuit opened its $1,000,000 Orpheum theatre, San Fran- 
cisco, the first theatre to be built since the fire. Joe Wood had the Uni- 


| versal Vaudeville Exchange in the Longacre Building, booking 50 small- 


time weeks. John and George Considine closed the Metropole. And George 
B. McClellan was mayor of New York. 

Yes, Eddie, plenty of show business has run under the bridge since you 
the first entrance and delivered that big hunk 
of talent over the footlights. You climbed rung by rung and stayed on 
top—more power to you. You're a fine example for the youngsters com- 
ing up—a fine example to show business. 

Here’s hoping you have 35 more years of success. On you it looks 
good. SEZ 

Lefty. 


— 


Jack Lamont, Alperson 
Man, Resigns From RKO 


Jack Lamont, chief booker and 


‘Selznick Agcy. Finds 
Mabel Search, Story Ed 


Lew M. Goldberg. 
Irene. 

Halliwell Hobbs. 
Johnny Johnston. 
Al E. Levy. 
Arthur Lubin. 
Robert Poole. 
Henry C. Rogers. 
Harry Sherman. 
Frank Sinatra. 
Sam Vorzimer., 
Michael Whalen. 


ganization, 


Alex Yokel. 


Peter Lorre extended by Warners. 

Virginia Patton, player, Warners. 

Sylvia Thalberg, writer, PCA. 

Doris Dowling, player, optioned, 
Paramount. 

Tex Ritter, actor, PRC. 

Andre Daven, producer, renewed, 
20th. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Mose Gumble. 
Walter Winchell. 


assistant buyer for RKO Theatres 
under Harold Mirisch, has resigned, 
effective June 2. 

Lamont was brought into RKO 
by E. L. Alperson. 


350 at RKO Golfery 


Approximately 350 employees 
and other industry reps attended the 
RKO annual golf tournament at the 
| Westchester Country Club, Rye. 
iN. Y., yesterday (Tues.). 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Mabel Search is the new chief of 
the Myron Selznick agency’s eastern 
story department, replacing Hugh 
King who takes over a similar chore 
for Republic. She formerly was fic- 
tion editor for Liberty mag, McCall's, 
Pictorial Review and Good House- 
keeping in the east, and has been 
personal rep with writers and pub- 
lishers for David O. Selznick since 
October, 1943. 

She will leave for the east shortly 
to take over King’s office. 
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Heat Rather Than 20% Tax Causing 
The Mild Biz Dip Say B.0. Oracles 


Sudden warm weather the past two+- 


weeks is ascribed for the moderate 
drop in business, but the 20% tax is 
still regarded in theatre and othee 
circles as a serious factor, Majority 
opinion, however, is that any decline 
in business right now is less due to 
the tax than the heat. 

After a long winter, it’s pointed 
out in trade circles, the overnight 
arrival of warm weather has a great- 
er tendency to divert people from 
theatres than if it had come gradu- 
ally. However, not all parts of the 
country are suffering from unseason- 
al warmth or a decline in attendance, 
though the over-all average is 
claimed to be down somewhat. 

On the other hand it is noted that 


the level of the grosses for this time | 


of the year, with summer around the 
corner, is still strong and compares 
very favorably with other seasons, 
further leading to the belief that the 
added taxes and the slightly increased 
net admissions to theatres is causing 
little, if any, damage so far. 

In addition to warm weather in 
many parts of the country it is also 
reminded that baseball and racing are 
drawing large crowds away from the- 
atres in various keys and that coun- 
try diversion, though not as easy to 
get to as in the past, also may be 
cutting in a bit. However, in theatre 
circles it is again stressed that there 
is plenty of money in existence for 
good picture or other shows and 
there are innumerable instances 
where this is about the only enter- 
tainment people can avail themselves 
of due to wartime conditions, auto 
problems, etc. 


JOHNNY DOWD DIES 
BY OWN HAND AT 45 


John Dowd, who was with the old 
Keith circuit years ago, growing up 


from the photograph library depart- | 
ment to advertising manager for the | 


RKO theatre circuit, committed sui- 


cide Friday (12) in Long Island City, | 
His age was 45. He | 


where he lived. 
had recently been working there as 
a Government inspector in the 
Brewster airplane factory. 


Reason for Dowd’s suicide is not | 


known among his intimates. Coming 


up with the old Keith circuit and | 
RKO, he was for around three years | 


ad director for the RKO chain when 
John J. O’Connor was general man- 
ager, leaving the company about two 
years back 

Though married, Dowd had been 
separated for several years. He 
married the daughter of Meyer 
(Basil) Gerson, for many years a 
restaurant operator in N Y., who 
shifted to the Coast some time ago. 
In addition to his wife, Dowd is sur- 
vived by a sister and brother. 

Funeral services were held by the 
American Legion in Long Island City 
Monday (15). Dowd was in the Navy 
in the first World War. 


WB Will Shutter Fewer 
Theatres This Summer 


In discussing summer operating 
policies and picture product which 
will be available, at a Monday (15) 
meeting of Warner homeoffice ex- 


ecutives, circuit zone managers and | 


film buyers, it was indicated that 
WB will shutter the lowest number 
of theatres in its history during 
June, July and August. 

Additional to going over pictures 


for summer release, evaluating them | 


and laying booking-buying plans, 
the manpower 
roundtabled. 


_Joe Bernhard, g.m. of the Warner 
circuit, 


the h.o. exec group, which also in- 


cluded Clayton Bond, head buyer: | 


Harry Goldberg, Frank Phelps, Sam 
E. Morris, Abel Vigard, W. Stewart 
McDonald, Harry Rosenquest, Louis 


Kaufman, Frank Marshall, Nat Fell- | 


man. Herman Maier, Rudolph Weiss 
and Martin F. Bennett. All zone 
Managers and field film buyers were 
brought in for the meeting. 


McAllister’s Mufti Tasks 


Hollywood, May 16. 
" Sol Lesser, who recently bought 
Civilian Clothes,” is holding it back 
until his young contract player, Lon 
McAllister, gets out of the Army. 
Two more post-service pictures are 
now being scripted as McAllister 


starrers, “Girl Shy GI” and “Second. 


Fiddle.” 


problem was also! 


and Harry Kalmine, as- | 
sistant g.m. of the theatres, headed | 


Radio May Oppose Pix’s 
Move to K.0. Daylight 
Saving (War) Time 


Washington, May 16. 

Pictures are plugging a bill by 
Rep. Clarence Cannon, Missouri 
Democrat, to wipe out daylight sav- 
ing (war) time, with a strong pos- 
sibility that radio may come in on 
the opposite side of the fence. 

A. Julian Brylawski, MPTOA v.p., 
/was among those who testified in 


‘favor of the measure last week be- 
fore a House Interstate and For- 
'eign Commerce sub-committee. 

| Daylight saving time has always 
j}hurt the boxoffice in the summer, 
since many people refuse to go to 
| theatre in the evening before it gets 
| dark. Prior to the war, daylight 
| time was primarily in effect in cities. 
| However, when Congress officially 
|}moved the clock forward an hour 


{for the entire country as a war 
measure, rural film houses were 
hit on a nationwide scale for the 


first time. 

The War Dept. remains the strong- 
est opponent to the Cannon bill, 
for which several more hearings 
are slated. It will be remembered 
that the National Association of 
Broadcasters was one of the orig- 
inal supporters of “war time.” NAB 
is presently watching developments 
and may step in when the time is 
ripe. Radio men well know that 
people who do not go to a film house 
in the evening frequently wind up 
listening to radio programs. 


U. TOPPERS SLATED 
FOR COAST SALES MEET 


| Approximately 14 from the sales 
department and 10 from the home- 
| office executive staff will attend 
| Universal’s sales meeting scheduled 
| to start June 5 at the Ambassador 
| hotel, Los Angeles. W. A. Scully, 
| general sales manager and v.p, an- 
nounced the sales force members 
homeoffice people who will 
| make the trip. In addition, J. Chee- 
ver Cowdin, chairman of the board; 
C. D. Prutzman, general counsel and 
| y.p.: and Joseph Seidelman, v.p. in 
| charge of foreign sales, will likely 
make the trek. 

Besides Scully, E. T. Gomersall, as- 
sistant general sales manager, and 
divisional sales heads, Fred Meyers, 
A. J. O’Keefe, and F. J. A. McCarthy, 
district managers to attend are M. 
M. Gottlieb, D. A. Levy, J. E. Garri- 
son, John J. Scully, P. F. Rosian, S. 
FE. Applegate. Dave Miller, C. J. 
Feldman and H. D. Graham. 

Homeoffice executives going to the 
meeting are Maurice A. Bergman, 
Adolph Schimel, F. T. Murray, Jd. d. 
Jordan, E. L. McEvoy, B. B. Kreisler 
and A. J. Sharick. 


Cornerstone of Blank 
| Memorial Hospital Set 


Des Moines, May 16. 
The cornerstone of the $125,000 
Raymond Blank Memorial Children’s 
/hospital was laid Sunday (14) with 
‘ceremonies including Jewish, Catho- 

\lic and Protestant representatives. 
The box placed in the cornerstone 
included photographs of the late 
|Raymond Blank; a copy of a thesis 


written by him when he attended 
Brown university; newspaper and 
tradepaper stories concerning the 


hospital; blueprints, etc. 

Raymond Blank, 33, died March 7, 
1943, of a heart attack. The hospital 
is a gift to the city from his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Blank. Blank 
is head of Tri-State Theatre Corp. 
and Central States Theatre Corp, 
| Des Moines. 


Hollywood, May 6. 
long-term 


| Cowan Pacts Scriv Trio 


Cowan handed 
;contracts to three writers as the 
nucleus of a permanent scripting 
staff. Trio consists of Philip Stev- 
enson, playwright, and Ben Bengail 
and Guy Endore, novelists. 

As their first job they will col- 
laborate on the screenplay of “The 
Story of GI Joe,” from Ernie Pyle’s 


Lester 


| book, “This Is Your War.” 


In Pairs 


That things go in pairs is illus- 
‘fated particularly by the com- 
bination of Neil F. Agnew, re- 
cently named v.p. in charge of 
distribution for Vanguard, and 
Hugh Owen, who goes over 
there June 1 as general sales 
manager. 

Both started with Paramount 
at the bottom of the selling lad- 
der. Each became branch man- 
agers then district managers 
and ultimately high homeoffice 
distribution powers. Both are 
from the west, Agnew the mid- 
west and Owen the southwest. 
They also married girls with 
similar first names, the former 
Arlene Francis and Owen, Ar- 
leen Whelan, 

Coincidentally, both Misses 
Francis and Whelan are featured 
in “The Doughgirls,” Broadway 
legit hit. 


FBI Can Move 
Gyp 


Detroit, May 16. 
If a theatre manager really wants 


call in the FBI. The fact that the 
party when there is fraud on ad- 
missions was ascertained here by 
Edward Jacobson, manager of the 
Monroe, after he noted a cashier and 
doorman reselling tickets. The FBI 
showed itself willing to enter the 
case after the accused emplovees 
were tucked into custody for four 
days, but the decision finally was 
made that in the particular case it 
was not necessary to prosecute. 

However, the Government sleuths 
indicated that, at any time, they will 
step in since Federal offenses are 
involved in such acts. Theatres here, 
to stop gate-crashers, earlier had 
used a similar tactic when they post- 
ed warnings that ducking into a the- 
atre without paying the tax was a 
Federal offense. 


ODT GIVING TRUCKERS 
OF PIX A BETTER BREA 


Important and much-needed re- 
lief in the servicing of film theatres 
throughout the country will come to 
delivery organizations, as result of 
an agreement between the U. S. 
Army and the Office of Defense 
Transportation relaxing the rigid 
restrictions that kave been in force 
since Pearl Harbor. So says Clint 
Weyer, secretary of the National 


sents all carriers excepting those 
operating out of the N. Y. exchanges. 
On Monday (15) and 
(Tuesday) it neld its 12th 
convention in N. Y. 

James P. Clark, president, and 
Weyer, secretary, have held those 
posts for the entire 12 years and will 
continue. 

While up to now, 
| Weyer, the Army has 
|trucks being made, it has 


annual 


been 


| agreed that a total of 80,000 trucks | 


| may be manufactured this coming 
|year for essential transportation, 
which includes film delivery serv- 
|ices. There are about 1,500 trucks 
in operation delivering film but most 
of them are badly broken down, 
Weyer adds, and the relief that’s 


| 


as an assurance that normal service 
to theatres may be continued. 

In addition, the National Film 
Carriers secretary states that the 
War Production Board has ear- 


manufactured for 
and that this will be of great as- 
sistance in keeping service rolling. 
Weyer declared that the wave of 
stealing film from cans or the entire 
containers cropped up with the war- 
| time juvenile delinquency. Most of 
| the time exhibs placed their cans of 
film in lobbies prior to locking up or 
immediately thereafter and outgoing 
| juve baddies, seeing them, have gone 


on the grab in the thought they are | 
They | 
can’t, of course, since “no one with | 


valuable and can be sold. 


any brains would pick up a can of 
film,” as Weyer puts it. 


20th’s Five to Go 
Five pix during June and July will 
|complete the 20th-Fox 
| schedule. 

During June releases will be “Eve 
lof St. Mark” and “Ladies of Wash- 
jington,” while set for July are 
i“Home In Indiana,” “Roger Touhy. 
Gangster” and “Candlelight In Al- 
geria.” 


to get tough when the help gyps | 
on the ducats, all he has to do is | 


Federal government is an interested | 


Film Carriers Assn. which repre- | 


yesterday | 


according 
taken ll | 


coming is highly welcome as well | 


marked 5% of all truck parts being | 
non-Army use} 


releasing | 


Five E. M. Loew Anti-Trust Suits Vs. 
Majors, Involving Over $1,250,000 
In Damages, Dismissed; 2 Pending 


Century Chain Wins 
B’klyn Verdict Nixing 
Local 306, Empire Tie 


Long fighting a merger of Local 
306, Moving Picture Machine Opera- 
tors of N. Y. (AFL), and the Empire 
State Projectionists’ Union, N. Y.- 
State chartered organization, the 
Century circuit last week won a de- 
cision in the Brooklyn supreme court 
which prevents an actual merger 
through enjoining Empire from dis- 
solution during the term of its con- 
tract with the circuit. 

The contract, according to Mitchell 
| Klupt, general counsel for the Cen- 
| tury circuit, has seven years to run 
from this coming July and calls for 
| Emp operators in 37 theatres in 


Brooklyn and on Long Island. Three 
other houses in which Century is in- 
| terested but does not operate are not 
invoived. 

Pending outcome of the Century 
litigation, instituted some time ago to 
stem dissolution of Empire, this 
union and 306 voted a merger, with 
all Emp operators automatically 
made members of 306, but with Em- 
pire, however, retaining its identity. 

Effect of the Century decision is 
to force the fulfillment of the Empire 
contract, which was originally nego- 
tiated in July, 1941, for 10 years. 


MAJORS EYE METRO’S 
SPANISH DUBBING 


| Rumblings that several major 
| film companies either planned or 
| contemplated extensive dubbing of 
product for the foreign market, 
heard off and on for last six months, 
came into the open last week when 

Metro admitted it was setting up an 
| elaborate production alignment to 
/dub Spanish on films for Latin- 
| American market. While other 
| majors apparently are content to sit 
| on the fence for the time being (ex- 
| cepting, possibly, 20th-Fox), if 
Metro’s experiment looks to be suc- 
cessful nearly all U. S. distributors 
; are also likely to launch dubbing. 

Although dubbing for foreign dis- 
tribution in South and _ Central 
| America might start on a compara- 
| tively small scale, with initial pro- 
ductions hand-picked, some foreign 
| department veterans already are en- 
| visioning a “Joinville on Tenth Ave- 
nue,” recalling the expansion of the 
Joinville studio in Paris from a 
| small plant to such a vast one that 

Paramount took it over. Fact that 
' Metro as well as other majors favor 
dubbing operations in N. Y. tips the 
| possibilities of new production activ- 
ity in the east. 

Growth of native production in 
| Mexico and Argentina, which has 
brought these new, improved fea- 
tures into direct competition with 
American screen vehicles, obvious- 
ly is back of Metro’s move toward 
dubbing. 


Disney’s ‘Amazon’ May 


Washington, May 16. 

“The Amazon Awakens,” new Dis- 
ney feature-length job for CIAA, has 
been shown to a few select audiences 
here. Film, which may set a new 
fashion in travelogs, has its first part 
—historical and scientific details—in 
animated cartoon and the balance in 
| straight photography. 

Pic is in color and the CIAA has 
already made 150 16 mm. prints for 
this country, with another 150 to be 
done probably with a Portuguese 
sound track for Brailian showings. 


Haley, Davis Catch ‘Boat 
Hollywood, May 16. 
Top spots in “Albany Night Boat,” 
filmusical at RKO, go to Joan Davis 
and Jack Haley. 


| story by Russell Rouse and Clarence 
Greene. 


BOETTICHER HOISTED 
Hollywood, May 16, 

Columbia hoisted Oscar (Budd 
Boetticher from assistant director to 
full directorship. 

First job will be the Chester Mor- 
|ris starrer, “Boston Blackie’s Ap- 
| pointment With Death.” 


Bert Granet will produce, from a| 


Chicago; 


+. Five anti-trust suits filed Jan. 8, 


1940, by E. M. Loew against 20th- 
Fox, Warners, Paramount and 
Loew’s, have been dismissed in the 
Massachusetts federal court’ in 
session in Boston. Stipulations for 
dismissal were filed earlier this 
month. Of some eight anti-trust ac- 
tions filed by E. M. Loew only two 
are still pending. 

The five actions dismissed involve 
the Loew’s Drive-In Theatre, seek- 
ing $400,000 damages; the Governor 
Ritchie theatre, asking damages of 
$225,000; the Lynn Open Air Thea- 
tre, seeking $450,000; the Mt. Vernon 
Corp. seeking $150,000; Miami Drive- 
In Theatre. 

Last year E. M. Loew lost a de- 
cision on another Miami drive-in 
case (defendants were Loew’s, Col, 
RKO, United Artists and Universal), 
in which damages of $450,000 were 
asked. Time for taking an appeal 
against this decision has lapsed. 

Two cases still pending are those 
in which the E. M. Loew Corp. seeks 
$120,000 and the Winchester Theatre 
Co., in which damages of $300.000 
are sought. It is understood that 
following a report by the special 
master, who heard the case, the 
plaintiffs may ask for a jury trial 
because of the unfavorable report by 
the master on Jan. 7, 1944. These 
two cases were also filed Jan. 8, 1940. 
Defendants are 20th, Loews, Warners, 
Paramount, Columbia, RKO, United 


Artists, Universal, Massachusetts 
Amus. Corp and Middlesex Amus. 
Co, 


a 


Schine Suit May 19 
Buffalo, May 9. 

A motion by Schine Theatres, Inc., 
that it be excused from proceeding 
with the further forced sale of cer- 
tafn theatres was denied Thursday 
(4) in Federal court here by Judge 
John Knight and a six-month exten- 
sion of time was given to the com- 
pany in which to carry out the terms 
of the court order of sale, which was 
issued a year ago. 

In denying a government motion 
for the appointment of a trustee to 
sell the theatres, the court expressed 
doubt that Schine had used reason- 
able efforts to dispose of the thea- 
tres, but stated that it did appear 
that sales had been attempted by the 
company. Out of 16 theatres direct- 
ed to be sold, only six have been 
transferred, the Schine company 
stating its inability to dispose of the 
rest. 

Judge Knight stated that in the 
event the Schine chain did not elect 
to accept the continuation, the gov- 
ernment’s request for a receiver to 
enforce the order would be granted. 

Permission was also given to 
Schine by the court to purchase the 
Liberty theatre in Cumberland, Md. 

Hearings are to be resumed May 
19, 


Rental Suit Vs. E. M. Loew 
K.0.’d; Too ‘Complicated’ 


Boston, May 16. 
Case against E. M. Loew, based on 
alleged discrepancies in rentals paid 


| distributors, has been non-suited by 


Set New Travelog Mark | 


the master appointed by the court. 

Reason given was that the case 
was too complicated as it stood, since 
it went back 25 years and many rec- 
ords are not available. 

Chances are that the major com- 
panies which instituted the action 
will not reopen the case. 


D.OS. Hits to Be Reissued 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Two of David O. Selznick’s old 
pictures, “Intermezzo” and “Re- 
becca,” the 1940 Oscar winner, will 
be reissued through United Artists. 
Reissues come out late in summer 


after Selznick sends out his road- 
show picture, “Since You Went 
Away.” 


Iturbi’s M-G Pic 

Jose Iturbi will spend the sum- 
mer in Hollywood working in the 
Metro film, “Music For the Millions,” 
except for one week east for cone 
certizing. 

The pianist-conductor will crowd 
six appearances into that one week 
as follows: July 10, Telephone Hour 
broadcast, N. Y., 11, Milwaukee; 12, 
14, Rochester, N. Y.; 15, 
RCA-Victor broadcast, N. Y.; 17, 
Robin Hood Dell, Philadelphia. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, May 17, 1944 


| RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL | 
Showplace of the Nation Rockefeller Center | 

Faculty presents 


| 
moton fucture production, 


“THE WHITE CLIFFS OF DOVER” 


Starring 


IRENE. DUNNE 


A CLARENCE BROWN PRODUCTION 


and with ALAN MARSHAL 


RODDY McDOWALL «+ FRANK MORGAN 


VAN JOHNSON C. AUBREY SMITH 
DAME MAY WHITTY ° GLADYS COOPER 
Directed by Produced by 
CLARENCE BROWN « SIDNEY-FRANKLIN 
Sereen Play by Claudine West, Jan Lustig and George Froeschel 
Based on the Poem “The White Cliffs’ by Alice Duer Miller 


Harvest Custe 
11 Weeks!’ Weeks!” eeks! 
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itish Gov't Would Up Its Production 
Of Films to Promote Social Stability 


By MORI KRUSHEN 


cation, Health and Agriculture turn- | 


ing to the Film Division of the Brit- 
ish Ministry of Information for pro- 
cuction of motion pictures to pro- 
mote educational projects and com- 
bat widespread juvenile delinquency 
in England, a swift increase in pro- 
cuction of films by the British gov- 
ernment and correspondingly 
greater influence on the social, edu- 
cational and economic structure of 
the country is .indicated after the 
war. British film industry leaders, 
too, have appealed to the Film Di- 
Vision for help in stamping out 
“cinema slashers.” 
widespread form of juve delinquency 
aitributed to the neurotic strain of 
war, through production pic- 
tures. 

Jack Beddington, director of the 
Film Division of the BMI, currently 
in the U. S. to complete plans for 
the cooperation of British-American 
film units in filming the invasion, 
States that for the first time the 
British Board of Education has 
turned to the Film Division for help, 
asking for the production of pix 
cealing with “The New Teacher.” 
This type of film is designed to get 
qualified people into teaching jobs 
by emphasizing the importance of 
the task ahead in guiding the youth 
of the nation after the war. 

Whether the Government will en- 
ter into the highly controversial de- 


bate anent raising the school-leaving | 


age from 14 to 16 in England, 
through production of films in favor 
of the measure which has stirred 
heated interest in the country, is not 
yet known. 

Witie the BMI will likely be 
abolished shortly after the war is 
over, Beddington believes that the 


film production organization, which | 


las been developed in wartime, will 
be transferred to various govern- 
ment departments and that film pro- 
cuction will be stepped up along 
with greatly increased distribution 
of sound projectors in the post-war 
period in schools and other non- 
theatrical circuits. 

With only 150 sound projectors in 


use, the Film Division has built an | 


audience of 18,000,000 annually. 


There are some 2.600 sound projec- | 


ters in schools in England. After 
the war the distribution of possibly 
30.000 sound projectors in England 
and 100.000 in the United States is 
considered quite likely. At such a 
rate the non-theatrical audience is 
likely, in time, to approach the cur- 
rent commercial audience of 24,- 
000.000 weekly in England. 

British Government films are cur- 
rently farmed out to commercial 
producers, under contract, and the 
increased use of films for visual ed- 
ucaiion purposes atter the war looms 
zs a highly profitable development 
for producers of this type of film. 

“Western Approaches,” BMI Tech- 


nicolor production now being com- 


pleted, will be the last feature to be 
produced by the Film Division, ac- 
cording to Beddington, though shorts 
will be continued. BMI has released 


three features and 12 shorts~in the | 


U. S. during the past year. 
Policy Switch to Ease 
Aussie Product Runs 


Described By RKO-ite 


Backlog of pictures is so great in 
Australia that many second-run the- 
atres have been made first-run and 
holdover figures raised to expedite 
product to subsequents, Ralph Doyle, 
RKO's managing director in Austra- 
lia, explained in N. Y. Monday (15). 

Doyle is in the U. S. primarily to 
Giscuss with Phil Reisman, com- 
pany’s sales chief, supplying of Au- 
Stralian troops with fresh screen 
fare. 


Cape Town Cavalcade 
Plays to Over 300,000 
Cape Town, April 6. 
Liberty Cavalcade, biggest exposi- 
tion ever seen in South Africa, 
staged here March 25 to April 1. 
Five months in building, played to 


more than 300.000 persons. Show 
consisted of stands representing 
United Nations. American Com- 


munity’s effort was a nitery called 
“Dead Horse Gulch Dance Hall,” a 
building patterned after famous 
dance hall, complete with cowboys 
and girls. 

Cavalcade took in over 200:000 
pounds ($870.000). Cinema biz hit 
badly during engagement. 


+ 
With the British Boards of Edu- | 


virulent and |! 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Eve of St. Mark” (20th). 
Adaptation of Maxwell Ander- 
son stage hit due for OK biz. 

“The Hairy Ape” (UA), Eu- 
gene O'Neill's play makes a very 
good picture, which should show 
up strongly at b. oO. 

“Make Your Own Bed” (WB). 
Wacky farce for good audience 
i reaction and profitable biz. 

Over U S.-Owned Parks “The Yellow Rose of Texas” 
| (songs) (Rep). Roy Rogers mu- 
Buenos Aires. May 16. sical hits boxoffice register. 

Reports here are that the mildary “Beneath Western Skies” 
government may soon intervene into ‘Rep). Complicated, incredible 
operations of “Parque Retiro” and | rope-twirler, for dual programs. 
other U. S. owned amusement spots | “The Monster Maker” (PRC). 
in B. A. in line with steps taken in Fine acting of J. Carrol Naish 
practically all entertainment activi- fi 


ails to put this horror film over. 
ties. Purpose purportedly would be 


Argentina May Take 


to reduce prices to public bi: = 

Happy Over Coin From 
Pix Released in U.S. 


London, April 12. 

rived here in 1910 after opening lo- | In contrast to squawks emanating 
cations in Hawaii, Japan, Australia | from various British film producers 
and New Zealand. Local spot was, | anent their troubles in crashing the 
until Argentina’s break with Axis in| U. S. market, Sam Smith, head of 
January, known as “Parque Japones” | British Lion Film Corp., and director 
(Japanese Park) and considerable | of Republic Pictures (America), is 
pressure was exerted by British and | credited with being pleased at re- 
Yanks to have handle switched. | sults to date. He describes himself 

a small producer and has managed 
Squawks on Gangster | four pictures, extracting reputedly 
| nearly $1,000,000 from the deals. 
Films From U. S. Not | This covers $600,000 from sale and 


| k : percentage of “In Which We Serve,” 
| U h ld S Af ca. Noel Coward starrer, to United Art- 
Dp € ID 0. rl | ists: $80,000 from “Alibi” to Repub- 
Cape Town, April 6. | lic Pictures; $80,000 from “Tomorrow 
| Censorship Convention. called here |We Live,” Republic Pictures; and 
by government to mull the influence | $160,000 from “Candle Light in Al- 
,;of American films on colored and | geria,” 20th-Fox. 

iative minds, resulted in a virtual} Smith is now concentrating on 
| clean slate to U. S. pictures. As re- | “Life of George Edwardes,” original 
sult of convention, the film industry | by Richard Fisher and Peter Cres- 
agreed to cooperate fully with the | well, which is being scripted by Kay 
Censor Board and other government | Strueby, an American who has writ- 
departments. Charges aired at con- | ten for Smith before as well as War- 
vention were that colored and native | ner Bros. To be directed by George 
population is adopting gangster tac- | King, it will be an ambitious effort, 
tics shown in U. S. films. Also that | costing around $1.000,000, and may 
recent outbreak of fights and use of | be made in Technicolor. 
firearms was traceable to American | 
westerns. 

Representing film industry at this | Ramiro Cortes Sets Up 
convention were three officials from Mexican Film Prod. Co. 


| 
the African Consolidated Theatres | 
| San Antonio, May 16. 


theatre, etc. } 

Park, which draws 40.000 daily | 
| during the season (seasons here are 
reverse to U. S.), is B. A.’s largest 
und owned by Gustave E. | 


former San Francisco man who ar- | 


and Films, Morris Davis, Metro, and 
| A. F. Lomba, 20th-Fox agd UA. They Frontier Film Productions, a Mex- 
ican producing company, has been 


disagreed with accusations and 

| charged that films improve morals | formed here by Ramiro Cortes with 
|and uplift natives. Reply made an | local financial backing. First pro- 
| impression on government officials, | duction to be filmed by the group 
| who indicated that complaints came | Will be “Tierra de Lay” in Mexico 
' from South African National Council | City, where the newly organized 
of Women and religious bodies. group already has a studio leased 


Jouvet Starts French 
Film in Mexico City 
Mexico City, May 16. 
Films Mundiales, major producer, 
| has assigned four ace scripters to do 
| synopsis for picture Louis Jouvet is 
set to make. Will be in French and 
first of kind made in Mexico. | 


| written by the Jate Lorenzo Bar- 


other Mex hit tunes. 


Cortes, local booker and 
sario, has brought many wk. artists 
fr8m across the Mexican border to 
Texas and other parts of the coun- 
try for personal stage appearances, 


WB SETS NEW AUSSIE DEAL 
Adelaide, May 1. 


When he came here for his thea- 
tre season, French actor announced 
he would not play in Mexican pic- Waterman’s circuit and Warners 
itures, but offer was so good he | have reached agreement on _ long- 
changed his mind. term product contract covering this 
ee key South Australian centre, Deal 
gives Warners first-release at ace 
York, and takes in 16 
country houses, 


‘Crisis in Heaven’ 
NSG in London Bow 


First at York on new deal is 
London, May 16. “Army.” 
“Crisis in Heaven,’ which opened inieciemees 


)at the Lyric May 10, is rated mildly 
unlikely to enjoy 


Current London Shows 


London, May 16. 
“Are De Triomphe,” Phoenix. 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Strand. 
All Star Variety, Palladium. 
“Alice in Wonderland,” Scala. 
“Blithe Spirit,’ Duchess. 
“Crisis in Heaven,” Lyric. 
“Druid’s Rest,” St. Martin’s. 
“Dancing Years,” Adelphi. 
“G'nite Ladies,’ Whitehall. 


| Comedy by Eric Linklater is a 
scintillating satire about the im- 
mortals, 


RKO’s Spanisher 


“Goyescas,” Spanish-made musical 
|with Imperio Argentina in lead. 
'opens at the World. N. Y., May 22. 
Film, with superimposed English 
titles, is being distributed in U. S. 
by RKO. World is being renovated 
because of a small blaze 
eral weeks ago. 

Picture will go into Los Angeles 
and San Francisco houses early in 
| June. 


“Ideal Husband,” Westminster, 
“Junior Miss,” Saville. 

“Lilae Domino,” Majestys, 
“Lisbon Story,” Hippodrome, 
“Love For Love,” Haymarket. 
“Love Racket,” Princes. 


there sev- } 


COL. UPS ZEEMAN 
Bernard E. Zeeman, formerly as- 
|sistant manager of domestie branch 
operations at Columbia Pictures, has 
been made manager of foreign 
branch operations by Joe McCon- 
ville, foreign sales chief. 

McConville announced that Arnold 
| Picker, his assistant in supervision of 
,foreign sales, has been given a tem- 
; porary leave of absence to take an 
|assignment with the Office of Wa 
| Information, 


“Mr. Bolfry,” Playhouse. 
“Old Chelsea,” Winter Garden. 
“Panama Hattie,” Piccadilly. 
“Pink String,” Duke of York’ 
Quiet Weekend.” Wyndham 
" “Rest Is Silence,” Wales. 
“Shall No Night,” Aldwych. 
“Soldier Xmas,” Vaudeville. 
“Something Boys,” Coliseum. 
“Something in Air,” Palace. 
“Sweeter Lower,” Ambassador, 
“10 Little Niggers,” St. James. 
“Uncle Harry,” Garrick. 
“While Sun Shines,” Globe. 


s. 
s 
Ss. 


/in less than 15 months to dispose of | 


|to make the musical all-Spanish pix | 
celata, who wrote ‘Marie Elena” and | 


impre- | 


nabe and| 


“How're They at Home,” Apollo. | | 


“Meet Me, Victoria,” Vic Palace. 


The Eve of St. Mark 


Qorh Fox release of William Perlberg pro 


duction. Features Anne Banter, William 
Evthe, Michael O'Shea. Directed by John 
M, Stahl Screenplay, George Seaton; 


adapted from etage play by Maxwell An- 
derson; editer, Louis Mac kin: camera, Jo- 
Shelle; music, ¢‘yril J. Mockridge: 
musie direction, Emil Newman Previewed 
in N. Y., May 15, °44, Running time, 


96 MINS. 
Private Quizz William Evthe 


Michael Shea 
Vincent Price 


Private Thomas Mulveray.. 
| Private Francis Marion,..... 


Nell Ruth Nelson 
Private Stanley Prage 
Py te e---Henry Morgan 
Tate. Robert Bailes 

Buby .. George Mathews lalso 
| Private Carter. Arehe 
Serveannt Mutrav Alper | 
} Aip West Dickie Moore | 
Pepita verre Tt Joven Rola | 
|} Sheep Wagoa Holl | 


|. In thgse days of “invasion” head- | 
lines, when Wake and Guam and | 
‘Corregidor are seemingly of a too 
remote past, “The Eve of St. Mark” | 


will require considerable salesman- , 
ship and exploitation. It is a well-| 
produced war story, and no small 
+ factor in its favor is the dialog re-| 
, tained from the Maxwell Anderson 
| stageplay from which the film was 
|}adapted. Its appeal for the femmes, 
mothers especially, is vital. 

Anderson's stage hit of the 1942-43 
season will be remembered as a sub- , 
| tle flag-waver whose basic purposes | 
i; were shrouded by the always terse, 
{down-to-earth dialog of American 
doughboys, pre-and post-Pearl Har- 
bor. Much of this quality the film 
i has retained, though for the screen 
| there was an inevitable elimination 
|of some of the play's salty lines and 
| sex implications. In short, “St. Mark” | 
| has become a homey comedy-drama | 
lof a farmboy inductee, his family, | 
sweetheart and barracks comrades. 
It remains almost a Johnny Dough- 
| boy documentary. 
| It would seem to be almost a dis+| 
tortion in the film of the play's origi- | 
nal, ideological ending, in which an | 
effective realism was gained with | 
the death on a Philippines island of | 
jthe small group of soldiers who de- | 
|fended it. The film concludes on aj 
|note of hope that the group escaped | 
tafter accomplishing its desired de- | 
laying action. 

Corregidor may be dated in the 
newsprints, but there can be no mere 
dismissal of its catastrophic effects. | 
is unlikely that this group of | 
hemmed-in doughboys could have 
| escaped under the circumstances, and | 
Anderson certainly never intended | 
for them to escape. It’s a disturbance 
of realism, however, that has its 
compensations. If 20th-Fox’s pur-| 
pose was to give hope to friends and 
relatives of Philippine defenders 
“missing in action’—and there's lit- 
tle question that such was its intent 
ithen it’s a commendable token of 
how Hollywood has done much in 
this war’ to promote the morale of 
| the American civilian. 

It is a picture of superlative per- 
formances. William Eythe, as the 
|farmboy inductee, has his biggest | 
| part to date, and does much with it. 
He and Anne Baxter share the ro- | 
mance, and she, too, gives a fine | 
characterization, as does, notably, | 
| Michael O’Shea, in the same role he | 
|created in the Broadway stage ver- | 
|}sion, when he was known as Eddie 
O'Shea. Eythe and Miss Baxter have 
the parts created on the stage by | 
William Prince and Mary Rolfe, Vin- 
|cent Price, as the poetical southerner | 
| played originally by James Monks; 
Ruth Nelson as the mother ‘(Aline 
MacMahon was the original): Ray 
Collins, the father; Stanley Prager | 
and George Mathews are others who! 
; stand out in a cast of standouts. 
| William Perlberg has manifested | 
;an eye for production values, and | 
| John M. Stahl has done surprisingly | 
| well in his direction of a talky script. | 
George Seaton’s screenplay has fol- 
| lowed the original as far as could be 
|permitted by screen license. Kahn. 


| 

| 

| The Hairy Ape 

| Tnited Art 

| duction Features William Bendix, Susan 

Hayward john Loder Dorothy Comingore 

Roman Bohnen, Tom Fadden, Alan Napier, 
Charles Cane. Directed by Alfred Santell. 

| Based on play by Eugene ONeill: adapt: 


sis release of Jules Levey pro 


tion, Robert D 

j ning: editor, William Ziegler: camera, J.u- 
en Andriat Perviewed in N, Y., May 12, 
4 Running time, 90 MINS, 


| Bendix. 


hounds him constantly, 


!themselves very creditably. 
does well as the engineer. The others, 


jlight and fluffy screen 


Film Reviews 


| Jules Levey has come up with a Very 
good picture, although innumerable 
liberties have been taken with the 
O'Neill play. Skillfully skirting the 
danger portions of O'Neill's drama, 
switching it around, including a dif. 
ferent ending, and inserting scenes 
/of his own, Levey may be accused of 
‘taking the liberties he has, but the 
jresults are gripping entertainment 
_The boxoffice potentialities are very 
strong. 

| The O'Neill play, one of his ear. 
‘liest and one carrying plenty of gut 


; | ter dialog and epithets which of ne. 


| cessity could not have been brought 
|to the screen as written, dealt with 


‘Toni Faver | the futility of brawn over brain, byt 


severely attacked capitalism 


»}and, at one point, concerned the old 


I. W. W. (International Workers of 
the World). Additionally, it took a 
poke at high society. Film transcrip. 
tion could not go into that. although 
the basic character, that of a ship's 
stoker who felt that his strength was 
all that belonged in the world, jg 
particularly well portrayed, both s9 
far as the part itself is concerned 
and in the interpretation by William 
He imparts to it all the 


|ape-like qualities that could exist 


a man in line with the O'Neill play, 
Part was done on the stage by the 
late Louis Wolheim. 

The script given Levey by Robert 
D. Andrews and Decla Dunning, a 
well-turned one containing as much 
of O'Neill's original dialog as possible 
and judicious, is of the present te 
furnish some wartime flavor, and 
opens itt Lisbon, where a freighter jg 
about to sail with a load of refugees, 
Love interest that ultimately peters 
is injected through the central wom. 


,an character, Susan Hayward, who 
‘plays the 


snobbish, badly spoiled 
daughter of a steel tycoon (as called 


ifor by the O'Neill story), and John 


Loder, second engineer of the sip, 
It develops that the girl is merely 
enticing Loder in order to achieve 
her selfish aims. Also, it is she who, 
revolting at the sight of Bendix, las 
bels him a hairy ape. That charge 
vith the re- 
sult his bestial prowess is finally 
dulled through an arrest, and in 
other ways. Though he goes to a 
circus to speak his thoughts to a 
caged gorilla, instead of freeing the 
primate and getting hugged to death, 
as in the play, he makes peace with 
the world and ships again &S a 
stoker. 

In the play the central character 
was called Yank, whereas in Levey’s 
pic he’s Hank. Production rates tops 
as to settings, background. etc. Most 
of the dialects, among stokehole as- 
sociates of Hank’s, as written by 
O'Neill. are missing in the film vere 
sion. There is a slight attempt, how- 
ever, to inject some comedy, but it’s 
not needed. Alfred Santell’s direc- 
tion keeps the story moving at a 
good pace, with a lot of ground cov- 
ered during the 90 minutes running 
time. Ostensibly the editing job by 
William Ziegler was an able one. 

In addition to the outstanding per- 
formance given by Bendix and vari- 
ous of his lowly pals, both Miss Hay- 
ward and Dorothy Comingore acquit 
Loder 


among a long list of plavers. are rel- 
atively lesser, but of much impore 
tance in lending the picture body &s 
well as color. Char. 


Make Your Qwn Hed 
Hollywood, May 16. 


Warner Bros. release of Alex Ge eb pra- 
duction Stars Jack Carson J t \ man, 
Irene Manning feature Alar te 
rected by Peter Godfrey Sereenplay DF 
Swann and Edmund Jeser adapte 
ed by Richard Weil; from pluy by Harvey 
J. O'Higgins and Harvie breve amera, 
Robert Burks: editor, Clarence Kalste 

| cial effects, Willard Van Enee asst, direce 
tor, les Guthrie Trad ’ A. 


May 15, ‘44 Running me, BE MENS. 


Waiter Whirtle. Alan Hale 
Boris obias 
lester Knight....... Robert Shayne 
Marie Gruber.....cccece Birell 
Eisa Wehmer............ Marjorie Heshelle 
Mr. Brooking........... Harry Bradley 
F. B. I. Man.............William Kennedy 


“Make Your Own Bed” is a wacky 
' farce sketched on broad lines. to hit 
present audience requirements for 
fare Jack 
'Carson and Jane Wyman take off 
here as a co-starring team. continu- 
ing their screwball antics first intro- 


Andrews and Decla Dur | duced by the pair in “Princess 


;O’Rourke.” Picture will click for 
profitable biz in all bookings 


Ww n Ve «| Story is predicated on the wartime 
+ servant problem, with Alan Hale set- 
Dorathe Camingaye up phoney spy plot to get dumb- 
Roman Bohnen | bell private detective Carson to fune- 
Lone Tom) Fadden | tion as butler on Hale’s suburban es- 
Bree Alan Nap | tate. Jane Wyman, who's to. arry 
Sian, [Carson when he gets enough coin, 
| Portuguese Proprietor.....Gharies Ta ‘Toma | goes along to pose as the maid. 
| Concertina Player........++.. Don Zolayva | Added suspects are provided for Car- 
| Wi itress reeeerseersocess Mary Zuvian | Son by arrival of four members of 
George Sorrel | Hale's radio program for weekend 
Refugee Wife....... (for laugh situations, and at several 
| Young Girl... Carmen Rachel] points it’s a pretty broad reach to 
ter Tender Tonathan Lee lattain the objective. Dramatic cli 
hird Engineer,.... Dick Baldwin | ith lic trimmings 
| William | Closes radio actors are real Ge rman 
| Doorman....... Tommy Hughes |Spies bent on obtaining confidential 
.Bob Perry | war plans from Hale. Carson fum- 


Going back more than 20 years for 
material but daring to tackle the 


subject of Eugene O'Neill's trench- 
Ape,” ! 


antly written “The Hairy 


bles through, however, to capture 
the agents. 


| Story thread 


is a fragile affair. 
with picture depending on inai\ jdual 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Wednesday. May 17, 1944 


VARIETY 


WAR ACTIVITIES 


Films’ 50th Anni Can Be Celebrated 


Despite Bonds and Other War Work 


How 
the film industry's 50th Anniversary, 


without hampering their efforts in 
war work, was outlined before the 


industry’s Public Relations Com- 
mittee (eastern division) last week 
at its Thursday (1) meeting. This 


developed when one exhib wrote in 
complaining that he was so busy on 


exhibitors can collaborate on? 


Red Cross war loan campaigns, help- 


on the blood-bank and in other 


ing | 
wartime activities that he might 
have to overlook the picture busi- | 


ness’ anni celebration. 

that he could fit in the film industry's 
anniversary in any week 
able so as not to conflict with war- 


Pointed out | 


most suit- | 


time activity since the 50th Anni was | 


a recurring affair and was a matte 


of industry proc el: to call attention | 


to it. 
Suggested at the meeting that 
many exhibitors could link up the 


30th Anni by pointing out that their 
theatres at present are service sta- 
tions for all wartime chores, and 
show the various activities in bally- 
ing the indusiry’s anniversary. 
Harold J. Fitzgerald, head of Fox 
Wisconsin theatres, national director 


of the 50th Anni, outlined plans for 
local observance, with 40 exhibitors 


having accepied state chairmanships 
and exhibs set to carry on until the 
end of next December 
how meetings can be tied in with the 
anniversary is the fact that Allied 
of New Jersey is combining its silver 
jubilee celebration with the 50th Anni 
at iis convention in Atlantic City, 
June 20-22. 

John H. Harris. Pennsylvania state 
chairman, reported that eight thea- 
tre operators in Phillipsburg and 
Easton have pooled interests to use 
full-page newspaper ads. Theatre 
exhibs and merchants in Staunton, 
Va.. combined on the 50th Anni with 
a special newspaper edition. 

While one press association carried 
film in- 


a story that the American 

dustry entered its 51st year with re- 
straint that was little less than 
colossal, numerous page layouts and 
214 editorial comments already have 
been noted on the industry's anni- 
versary to date. Idea of spreading 


publicity over several months instead 
ifving it apparently is work- 


of intensi 
ing out better than expecied. 


‘CONTACT CARAVAN’ 
SET FOR OVERSEAS 


“Contact Caravan.” the service ra- 
dio show “Con- 


tact.” consecutive 


originally known as 
ran 100 
WKAT, 
reorganized for 
The show, 
plaved Army theatres in Washington 
Miami Beach to be 


first trip across in a 


which 
weeks station 


Beach, has 


service overseas. 


been 
which 


has left for 
readied for its 
few weeks. 

bill 


radio 


presented 
broadcast. 
written di- 
performed by 


Show is a variety 
in manner of a 
Completely G.I. it was 
rected, produced and 
soldiers. Wriier-producer is T/Sgt. 
Draper Lewis. former CBS writer. 
Others include S/Set. Joseph Leahy, 
Sgts. John Springer. Si Bochner; 


Cpls. Al Binnie, Bill Allen, Don 
tulter; Pfe.. Frank Barrow: Pvts.. 
Randy Brown and Ray Michael 


65 16mm. Prints of Par’s 
Newest Crosby Overseas 


Shipping by fast transport and 
al’. Paramount has despatched 65 
lé6min. prints of “Going My Way.” 
late completed Bing Crosby star- 


rer, to 20 overseas 
ior dist 


Army exchanges 
‘ibution to the fighting fronts. 


Plans ive for the showing of the 
picture to troops on far-flung fronts 
next Monday night (24). 


Arrangements 
taneous 


covering the simul- 


snowings to 


| troops in com- 
has 
Yat areas was made by the Army 
Vin 
Pictorial through its Over- 


Seas Motion Picture Service Branch. 


Hopkins Back to Pix? 


Hollywood, May 16. 
. Several major lots are dickering 
for ihe services of William Hopkins, 
former studio manager at Columbia. 
Who left to enter the War Manpower 
Commission. 
Hopkins 


may resign as regional | 
director of the WMC in San Fran-| 
Cisco to reenter the film industry, 


according to reports here 


‘tom the Buy City. 


reaching 


| 


Example of | 


FILMS DIV. OF N.Y. FUND 
AIMING FOR $4,500,000 


Because of increased cost of main- 
taining 403 health and welfare agen- 
cies and the steadily increasing needs 
of these organizations, the Motion 
Picture Division of the Greater N. Y. 
Fund this year is seeking $4,500,000 
B. Moss, 
announces. 

Moss added 
resenting the 
and other 
dustry 


that committees rep- 
major film companies 
groups allied with the in- 
are being formed and that 


names of chairmen and members of 


these committees 
up. J. Robert 
eral counsel of 


will shortly be set 
tubin, v.p. and gen- 
Loew's, is honorary 


co-chairman of the drive, 


Stagger Bond Ads 


Film industry’s Public Rela- 
tions committee (eastern divi- 
sion) outlined plans for advertis- 

the Fifth War Loan cam- 
(11). It was de- 
cided to stagger the ads so that 
the enti bond selling drive 
could be better merchandised. 

Fight full-page ads will be 
employed, representing as many 
major film companies, but they 
will be split up among trade- 
papers so that the bond cam- 
paign will be kept in the public 
eye over the whole drive rather 
than just at the outset or near 
the close. 


last Thursday 


“PURPLE HEART’ CIRCUIT 
SCORE HICH IN HWOOD 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Hollywood Victory Committee re- 


ports a total of 118 playdates in first, 


month since it adopted the program 


Even If Not Regular Accounts, Exhibs 
Can Book Pix For Bond Drive Stunts 


Distributors have reached an,atres in 
agreement making it possible for ex- | 
hibitors during the Fifth War Loan; Hyman, Buffalo area chairman: Lou 
campaign to stage bond preems, Golding. Albany; Major Joseph Kelly 
children’s “School's Out” preems and of Buffalo, and others C 
similar bond-selling special events | 


the previous War Loan, 
Among those present were Charles 


by opening their vaults and permit- | Mpls. “Bond Rally” 
ting theatres in towns of not more} Minneapolis ‘Mav 16 
} than 7,500 population to book pic- Huge fifth war loan film lndusiee 


} tures for these purposes without re- 


‘ rally at the Nicollet hotel here Mav 
| gard to whether or 


not they are cus- 20 will be addressed by John J. 


Friedl, Richard M. Kennedy, Bob 
This Is the first time an arrange- O'Donnell, Ray Beall and Ned E 
ment of kind has been made in| Depinet. amang others 
onnectien th a Loan drive. Friedl, localite. is campaign mane 
the tern s of ager; Kennedy, his assistant: O’Don- 
e is a provision, however 
a eve af nell, War Activities committee 


“the picture booked for the premiere 
shall have been generally released 
prior to Dec. 1, 1943." Move was 
made to stimulate bond sales, but in 
| making pictures available to the ex- 


chairman: Beall, 
and Deninet. distributor 
The aff-ir has been 
W. A. Steffes. who is 
the Minnesota commit 


publicity director, 
chairmen. 
arrangsed by 
chairman of 
tee which will 


chairman of the Fund's campaign. | of entertainment for wounded sol-| hibitors for these shows the drive's handle the campaign for the i 
| diers and sailors who have returned | distributor committee is avoiding a) gustry here. 
| from battle fronts. Situation whereby an exhibitor may hesstios j Steffes a 
W ? A f N A | ‘Twenty-eight players participating Object to running a bond preem on R 
omen 0 oV | were Betty Alexander, Lynn Mer- the grounds that it might reduce the man Be ky. 
‘ ° rick, Lynn Bari, Ray Mayer, Eddie the picture is played at a and Ruben 
Renew ‘Canteen Nights’ canior. Marguerite Chapman, Mary regular engagement exhibitors while Workman iv chair. 
Women’s Auxiliary of the National | ¢atherstone, Brian Donlevy, Ann the distributors, and 
Variety Afrtists has renewed Can- Dvorak, Jean Brooks, Maria Montez, will be able his assistant. Publicity ha been 
teen Night at the clubhouse for men | Jeanie Crispin, Maxine Fife, Peggy ep ld hove ike to a over, Sams entrusted to Norman Pyle, Walt: 
and women in the services. after a O'Neill. Lloyd Nolan, Martha O’Dris- - oe stage bond Hoffman and Everett Seibel, 
| temporary shutdown for new decor. coll, Gale Sondergaard, -Marjorie rer 
Dancing, refreshments and a vaude Reynolds, Marian Hall, Sheila Ryan,| to Ned E De nak okeae ae he Con ressi ] R di 
shew is given on Tuesday nights, 1airman of the eress ecore ne 
niet mney nily, gratis for those in | skey, John Charles Thomas, Amelitas Conditions | f Skouras 4th Bond Job 
Canteen comrff@tee is headed by | Ward and Carol Thurston. During Terms of the bond preem agree- A tribute tie de ae May a6. 
Mrs. Weede, who has been chair- | month, 430 players volunteered ap- ment are that, 1. between June 12 done by picture “tam Pa ee 


of Ben Serkowich, ad-publicity di- 
rector of Capitol, N. Y.. made cap- 
| tain in Marines. War theatre in | 
which he is now operating is not 
known by his fwumily, but he has 
been in s@rvice for some time. 

Before going into service, Capt. 
Serkowich was night manager at 
Astor hotel, N. Y. 


Miami 


woman since its formation two years | 


ago. Julia Heath is head of enter- 
tainment committee and lines up 
band for dancing and seven or more 
acts, all on voluntary basis. 

Other members 
bake cakes, furnish other 
well as milk and soda pop, with uni- 
forms the only admission ticket neces- 
sary. 

With the Stage Door Canteen tem- 
porarily shuttered for renovations, 
the N.V.A. canteen is now getting 
some of its former patronage. 


Hal Serkowich Made 


Captain in Marines 
Lt. Harold B. Serkowich. 


brother 


More on Oldie Pix 


San Francisco. 

Editor, “Variety”: 
At the risk of 
displeasure, I 
record as saying that his 
the S.W.P.A. in regard to pics sounds 
like it came from the top of a Fiftt 
Ave. bus. I am as close to the Japs 
here as anyone cares to be. 
though we see a movie every night 
and are extremely grateful for the 
privilege, they are certainly not re- 
cent. Last night we saw, “The 
the Merrier.” Don’t get me wro 


Love 


Randolph Scott's 
would like to go on 
survey in 


More 


Hollywood.” having been ar 


actor prior to my being a solaie 
but please let's get the facts straight 
One of my few pleasures here is 
reading my “Variety” (sent ‘by 
Actors Equity. bless ‘em) and it 
pains me to see one of my favorite 


rags led astra) 


Lt. Wm. 


Linda Darnell’s Unit 


A four-girl unit headed by film- 
Linda Darnell has just ar- 


Bermuda, to 


F. Leicester. 


actress 


rived in entertain 


troops under USO-Camp_ Shows 
auspices. 

Miss Darnell will act as emcee for 
'group which also’ include Patty 
Thomas. singe: Nancy Barnes, 
pianist-accordionist. and Kim Kim- 
vperly, vocalist 


Allen Missing 
Detroit, May 16. 


Lt Larry 


Flight Lieut. Lawrence Alien, 
former Canadian theatre manager, 


has been reported missing in action 
by the Royal Canadian Air Force. He 
had seen service in Africa and Italy, 


}and at the time he was reported 
missing was based in England. 
Lieut. Allen, who formerly man- 


the Temple. Windsor, and the 
Leamington, Ont., is the only 
child of Max Allen, secretary-treas- 
uver of Premier Operating Corp. a 
major Canadian chain. 


acec 
agea 


Capitol, 


of the auxiliary | 
edibles as | 


and al- 


|; pearances in 188 events at 
in Southern California. 


camp 
| shows 


Femmes in So. Pacific 
Shows Not Uncommon 


Herman, “Somewhere | 
in New Guinea”: “Women _ enter- 
tainers in this sector of the war 
front have become a not uncommon 
sight. An Australian Girl Chorus, 
under the employment of U. S. Spe- 
cial Service, nosed out Una Merkel 
and Phyllis Brooks with the Gary 
Cooper show, by only a few days, 
for the credit of being the 
women entertainers to 
New Guinea. Gladys 
soprano; and Bebe Scott, 
dienne, under Australian 

Amenities direction followed, 
Vicki Montane and Carole 

with John Wayne Show. Already 
a second chorus line has replaced 
the first and Special Service’s plans 
keep a continuous 


From Dean 


comme- 
Army 
then 
Macet 


are to 


mainland to New Guinea. The girls 
play this area for about four months 
and then return to the mainland for 
la rest and to build a new show. 

“Gi talent, as well as orchestra, 
augment the girls at each base, 
talent being unearthed prior to the 
girl appearance in the playing 


area. In most cases the soldiers 
work these shows after putting in a 

day's work of from eight to 14 


hours. 


Foxhole Circuit 
From® Lt. Hal Weinstein, in the 
Europe in Theatre of Operations 


“Here is one thing that you might 
pass on to many of the people at 
leisure at the present time As 
Special Service Officer in the field I 


have encountered one great big dif- 
Most of the units we have 
to service are too small for the USO 
Shows to hit....We need many single 
and double acts to go right to where 
the men are at their guns....No 
stage, no pianos ._No nothing 


ficulty 


Except darn good troupers who give 
laughs There would be little or 
no publicity with it Just plain 
hard work I wonder if it asking 


too much? : 


Camp Shows Bring Out 
Flock of Noveltv Acts 


Need for troop entertainment ha 


acts into show busi- 
wouldn't be ap- 
variety bill of 
comedy acts. 
now includes 
circuit such 
mental- 
tricks, 


novelty 
ordinarily 


brought 
ness that 
pearing in the usual 
singers, hoofers and 

USO-Camp Shows 
on its domestic Victory 
turns as fast bag punchers, 
ists. bullwhip and_= rope 
whistlers and roller skaters. 


first | 
appear in| 
Moncrief, | 


flow of | 
these girl shows from the Australian | 


| The distributors endorse the plans of 


Popu- 


and July 8, inclusive, distributors | ; 
| Hundred,” Charles P. Skouras. and 
will furnis ance | 
| only, the California state winner among 
| miere,” any picture the exhibitor | te 
| has under contract, but not earlier | 2PPEn@x of the Congressional Rec- 
than 30 days prior to its availabil- ord last week by Rep. Chet Holifield, 
‘ity for booking at his theatre; pro- California Democrat. 

vided the exhibitors having clear- I want to commend,” he said, “the 
ance do not object Reissues will be Patt our theatres have played in th's 


considered the same as new pictures, work. Through their 
As a special inducement for sales S¢reem and publicity outlets, these 
bonds to and bv children, the dis- theatres have contributed immeas- 
tributors agree to also furnish a pic- urably to the success of these bond 
|ture for a children’s morning pre- | 4ives. 
| miere under the same conditions as “Mr. Charles P. Skouras. of -Cali- 


| outlined in paragraph 1. 3. In order fornia, president of Fox West Coast 
to increase the number of bond pre- | Theatres, was appointed chairman of 
mieres in small towns, the distribu- | the national 4th War Loan Drive. 
Under his able leadership, the the- 
atres of our country were mobilized 
for bond sales. Contests were ar- 
ranged between the 16,500 theatre 
managers. From these 16,500 theatre 
managers, the leading 100 salesmen 
were awarded trips to Washington 
Coming near the.close of the D. C., where they received various 
July 8, the honorary awards and conferred wth 
event is calculated as » Treasur partment 1 
g ; neans and methods, gained from 
| their experience, which could be ap- 
plied to the coming 5th War Loan 
own 19th District of Califor- 
| nia produced the winner for the 
State of California. The winner's 
name is Mr. Allen Martin. Mr. Mar- 
tin promoted, through his energetic 
work and unique efforts, 
most 6.000 citizens, 
000,000." 


‘ 
| Free Movie Day’ 
National “Free Movie Day,” 
in the Fifth War Loan campaign, 
has been set for July 6. 


tors agree to furnish a picture for 
such purpose to any exhibitor re- 
questing same, even though that ex- 
| hibitor may not have the picture un- 
der contract regardless’ of 
whether that exhibitor is a regular 
customer of the distributor, provided 
| however that (a) the population of 
the exhibitor’s town is not over 7,500 


sales to ale 


totaling over $4,- 


and (b) the picture booked for the 
premicre shall have been generally TALENT’S BOND PITC 
released prior to Dec. 1, 1943. 4. H 


UNDER SAUTER’S DIV. 


the Fifth War Loan Compaign Com- 
nittee for a national “Free Movie 


Da on July 6 


+4 


Entertainment industry section of 


and agree that ad- 7 

mission may be free on that par- he War Finance Committee of N. Y. 
ticular day for each bond purchaser will discuss plans for the forthcoim- 
Fifth W: Lo: frive at ¢ 
5. Distributors will also provide pic- va 

tures for repeat showings at War ‘UPcheon-meeting — next Phui 

Bond Premieres wherever exhibitors ‘22): With James A. Sauter, newly- 
want them. 6. Excluded from every @Ppolnted head of the unit, presiding. 
part of this agreement are such fea- Function of the committee wil! be 
tures as may be handled at advanceqd '® Provide talen production and 
admission prices material for stars of stage, s_reen 
Upstate N. Y. exhibitors and dis- #4 radio who will participate in the 


tributor reps, meantime, met Bul. | “OPS: 
falo last Monday (15) to hear plan : 
rahe ve manned by Oboe Fil Star P.A.’s Lauded 


In adcition to the national campaign 


Z chairman, other drive leade: n at- B Gl 
| tendance were R. M. Kennedy, John y rient Journal 
J. Fried!, Ray Beall. Claude F. Lee 1 
H. M. Riche | t f Hollywood, May 16 
I exniditor CBI Round 1p Arm’ weekly 
relations for Metro and assistant to 
m= gi printed in New Delhi fo American 
William F. Rodgers. represented the : ? 
Nat | Dist Co roops in China-Burma-India terri- 
ymmittee tory, lauds Holly vood piavers for 
their work on Far Eastern batile 


Buffalo Rally 
Buffalo, 


fronts. Editorial say 


May 16. “For past month and a half, Hollv- 


Largest industry turnout for a | wood siars—Paulette Goddard, Bill 
war loan meeting greeted national |Gargan, Keenan Wynn and Andy 
_leaders of the Fifth War Loan cam- | Arcari—have been touring the CBI 
|paign here yesterday (Tues). More | theatre, wowing G.I’s with their 
| than 200 exhibitors attending show. We take this opportunity to 


| pledged they would go over the top 
in the drive. 


| thank them for their fine work.” 
Among reps were ex- | 


| lar act in midwest camps is a table |hibitor delegations from Albany, Sliter Meves Up in Navy 
itennis exhibition match between | Rochester, Syracuse, Gloversville, Albany, May 16. 

| Coleman Clark. U. S. champ, and! Utica, Oneida and all major distribs.| Harold F. Sliter, who was zone 
| Allan Thomas. ‘Pacific coast champ.| H. M. Richey, stressing the im-, manager Schine circuit in Ohio and 
|In addition to staging real matches, | portance of bond preems. recalled | Kentucky, given storekeeper rating 
bald-headed Clark adds comecy (that Buffalo was the only city in|in Navy. Sliter was Schine publicity 


| hoke, using head as racquet. 
| balls and performing trick shots. 


juggling | 


the country to stage five simultane- | 
bond preems in downtown the- 


manager before elevated to zone 


chief. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, May 17, 


March in | “Warners? 
the star- ‘Adventuresot 
ring role is MarkTwain'is 

one of the qi abig scaleef- rare’ 4 

screen's most fort and a motion 

is the personal story hich can “Ne ‘Adventures 

bring tears. ‘The: “ventures” af MarkTwain’ 

thor humor and the Mark Twain’ is is tonflight! f 
dipped his Spirit of adventure magnificent en- As American 

pen in ‘Amer- which pervades has, anole tie. 

is starrific!” by superbly dram- 

By HERALD tized, it has 

‘Warners’ ‘Ad- never been ex-  ‘‘Warners’ 

iit ventures: of celled and ‘Adventures 
Twain' is seldom ofMarkTwain’ 
2 tender love = proached!'’ is oneofthose 


way and a credit hest Walle 
Fall around.”... 
HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


MACK L. WAENER.« Producer Screen Ploy by Alon LeMay Adoptation by Alan LeMay erd Heroid M. Sheiman + Additional Diclogve ty Horry Chendiee + All biogrephicel 


. 
4 
| 
if 
i 
N 
j 
. 
: 
Aa 
| 
2 
: 
| “=TLIC ADVENTLIDEC OL TWAIN RI 
} 
bored on Qwne 


ea al and often 
standin encounter.” 


ment and the af. Mark 
his laughter. picture not 
Fredric March’s ~missed!” 
characteriza- N.Y. JOURNAL: 
tion is a magni- AMERICA 
ficent creation- ‘Warners’ ‘Ad: 
a a plane of the venturesofMark 


Twain: iS alt All: 


* Music by Max Ste 


led by the Mark Twain Com and the play ‘Mark Tw 


American 
ture—and 
endorsement to 
Warner Bros.’ 
‘Adventures of 
Twain’! 
DAILY 
“| recommend 
that all kids — 
young and old 
se —should see 
Warners’ splen- 
‘did and inspired 
of 
Mark Twain’! 
BOXOFFICE 
\, ‘Warners’ ‘Ad- 


ALAN 


| 4 MARCH. SM ITH CRISP “HALE HAMPDEN JOYCE REYNOLDS 


+ Directed by IRVING RAPPER: Produced by JESSE L. LASKY ~ 


“comedy, romance 
pathos!” | 
THEEXHIBITOR 
‘Every 
‘thin 
about 
“‘Adven- 
tures” 
Twain’ 
‘js first rate.” 
-SHOWMEN’S TRADE 


of Mark Twain’ will 
keep building appre-' 


AUBREY SMITH JOHN CARRADINE BILL HENRY 


ventures of Mark 
Twain’ has all the 
entertainment 
action, 


minds. An unfor-% 
settable experience. 


REVIEW “ ‘Adventures 


tal | 
in 

af 
ture | 

| 


14 PICTURE GROSSES 


ARI 


Wednesday, May 1 7. 1914 


‘Cliffs’ Paces Spotty Broadway At 


in Death House” 


Wow $120,000; Cantor's ‘Show Biz 


Good 276, ‘Pin Up-Vaude Nice 906 


Business on Broadway is somewhat 
spotty this week but where the at- 
tractions are strong the takes range 
from very sturdy to sensational. Un- 
seasonably warm weather is believed 
to be hurting some, as in other parts 


of the country, while also at this 
time of the year patronage usually 
begins to drop off a little. Baseball, 
racing and other sports may also be 
cutting in. 

Outstanding is “White Cliffs of 
Dover” at the Music Hall, where a 
spectacular $120,000 or near is sighted 
on the initial week. Weekend here. 
in spite of summer warmth, was one 
ef the biggest the house has ever 
had, $44.000. Picture had a very good 
advance campaign. 

Oiher openings of the past week 4 
were “Show Business” at the Palace, 
“Hour Before the Dawn” at the small 
Victoria, and “Pin Up Girl,” at the 
Roxy, last-mentioned with Connee 
Boswell, Raymond Scott orch and 
Willie Howards on stage. All these 
shows finished their first weeks last 
night «Tues.). Roxy scored an excel- 
lent $90,000 on the seven days, while 
“Show Business,” in spite of the ter- 
rific opposition and without the 
benefit of an in-person bill, hit a 
subsiantial $27.000. Palace has a par- 
ticularly effective front. Victoria, 
registering $13,000 with “Hour Be- 
fore Dawn” in spite of mixed notices, 
shows a nice profit. 

Among the holdovers, the Para- 
mount is way out front, smash $90.- 
000 on the second week, concluded 
last night (Tues.), with “Going My 
Wavy” and the Charlie Spivak band. 
Capitol, currently on injtial holdover 
session with “Gaslight” and Phil 
Spitalny orch on stage, is maintain- | 
ing only fair pace, looking to $48,000 
but continues on. Very disappoint- 
ing is “Adventures of Mark Twain,” 
which dropped badly on the second 
week, ended last night (Tues.). hav- 
ing garnered only $14,500. It will re- 
main at the Hollywood only two 
weeks longer, then will be spotted 
at the Strand. Business at latter «is 
off rather sharply, with only about 
$34,000, moderately good, being seen 
for the second frame of “Between | 
Two Worlds” and the Coast Guard 
Stage unit, “Tars and Spars.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 60-$1.20)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) (9th wk). 
On eighth week ended Sunday night 

(14) drew oke $18,700. Previous 
(7th) stanza was $21,000, nice. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 60-$1.20)— 
“Gaslight” (M-G) and Phil Spitalny 
orch (2d wk). Off considerably, first 
- holdover session looking but fair 

$48,000, while initial seven days 
went to $78,100, big. Holds further. 

Criterion ‘Loew’s) (1.700;  60- 
$1.25)—"Cobra Woman” (U) opens 
here this morning (Wed.). Conclud- 
ing eight days on third week for 
“Follow Boys” 
to $17.000, okay; second semester was 
swell $32,000, run adding up to a fine 
profit. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,416; 60-$1.10)— | 
“Hitler Gang” (Par) (2d wk). Im-! 


mense business-getter, first week 
building to terrific $30,000 while sec- 
ond, at hand, is equally strong at in- 


dicated $25,000. Picture has been ex- | 


tensively exploited. 

Gotham (Brandt) 
“Up in Mabel’s Room” (UA) (4th 
wk). Good enough at $8,500 this 
week (4th) so that picture will prob- 
ably remain another; last round 
(3d) was nice $11,000. 

Holivwood (WB) (1,499: 80-$1.20) 
— ‘Mark Twain” (WB) (3d wk). Not 
pulling. with second week having 
ended last night at only $14,500, a 
sharp drop from initial frame’s $25,- 
000, which in itself was considerably 
disappointing, especially in view of 
the big campaign given the film. 
Stays only two more weeks here, 
then goes into the Strand. 

Palace (RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.10)- 
“Show Business” (RKO) (2d 
Though facing a good deal of tough 
opposition, from both stageshow 
stands and straight-filmers, hit good 
$27,000 on the initial canto ‘short 
for Cantor), and tees off on stcond 
week today (Wed.). In ahead, “Jam 
Session” (Col) did poorly at less 
than $10,000. 

Paramount 


(900; 50-98)— 


(Par) (3,664; 60-$1.20) 


—‘Going My Way” (Par) and 
Charlie Spivak (3d wk). Continues 
smashing stride here, the second 


week ended last night (Tues.) having 
been rousing $90,000; first was $103.- 
000, one of the few weeks here 
where that figure has been topped in 
over 17 years operation. 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 60-$1.10) — “White 
Cliffs of Dover” (M-G) and stage- 
show. Backed by an extensive cam- 
paign, this one is withstanding warm 


weather and everything else in 
championship style, initial week 


looking to huge $120,000 or near. 
Last week (6th) for the amazing b.o. 
puller, “Cover Girl” (Col), was $85,- 


500. bringing 36-day engagement to 


was 


LOUD 


(U) fell off markedly | 


wk). | 


included Holy Week, picture's first 
here. 

Rialte (Maver) (594: 40-85)—"Ber- 
muda Mystery” (20th). Not doing 
well at only $7.000, and won't hold 
as result. Last week, second for 
“Whistler” (Col), dropped to $6,500. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2.092: 85-$1.70)— 
“Song of Bernadette” (20th) (17th 
wk). Well down on run and soon 
to depart; the 16th week, through 
last night (Tues.) simmered to $19.- 
000 but okay, while the prior stanza 
was $22.000. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886: 60-$1.20)—"Pin 
Up Girl” ¢20th), Connee Boswell, 
Raymond Scott orch and Willie 
Howard (2d wk). Hit excellent $90,- 
000 on first seven days; in for three 
weeks. The final (3d) reprise for 
“Buffalo Bill” 120th). Paul White- 
man, Victor Borge and Joan Edwards 
was off to $45,000 but fair enough. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3.450: 43-85)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (2d 
run). Sunny Skylar and Adrian Rol- 
lini Trio, others. Going’s slow here 
currently, with gross locking no 
more than about $22,000. mild. Last 
week big $33.000 with “Hardy's 
Blonde Trouble” (M-G), Milt Brit- 
ton band and Benay Venuta. 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 60-$1.20)— 
“Between Two Worlds” (WB) and 
“Tars and Spars” unit (2d wk). Biz 
off quite sharply at indicated $34.- 
000, but remains over. The first 
week went to a strong $50,000. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 60-$1.10)— 
“Hour Before Dawn” (Par) (2d wk). 
This one hit $13.000 on first week 
sturdy for this house. and begins 
initial holdover session today (Wed.). 
Last week, third for “Knickerbocker 
Holidav” which disappointed, 


lto normal here, fancy $8.000. 


Last 
week, “Mark Twain” (WB), mild 
$9,000. with upped scale blamed. 
National (Standard) ‘2,400; 50-75) 
(PRC) and 
Ted Fio Rito orch, others, on stage. 
stage layout entirely; 
Last week, “Lady, 


good $12.000. 
(Mono) and vaude, me- 


Let's Dance” 
dium $11,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—"Up in Arms” (RKO) and 
“Passport Destiny” (RKO). Clicking 
at stout $14,000. Last week. “Sulli- 
vans” (20th) and “Rosie, Riveter 
(Rep), sturdy $12,000. 

Strand ‘Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 40- 
60)-—""Action Arabia” ‘(RKO) and 
“Curse Cat People’ (RKO). Okay 
$4.000. Last week, “Four Jills’ (20th) 
and “Bermuda Mystery” (20th), solid 

000. 


Socko 
456. 2 Hub Spots; 
Boys Great 316 


Boston, May 16. 

This looms as one of big weeks of 
season in total gross here as new, 
hefty product is doing strongly in 
nearly all spots. “Bernadette,” road 
show at Majestic, remains on top, for 
second week, almost equaling first 
week's take. “Private Hargrove,” 
looks wow in two Loew spots. “Fol- 
low the Boys” and “Uninvited” also 
are great at Memorial and Metro- 
politan, respectively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Falcon Out West” (RKO), plus 
Xavier Cugat orch, others, on stage. 
Okay $28,000, but still below top av- 
erage. Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th), 
plus Les Brown orch, Virginia Weid- 
ler, others, on stage, $25,000, disap- 
pointing. 

Fenway (M-P) (1373; 40-74)—‘‘Man 
Down Under” (M-G) and “Lady, 
Let's Dance” (Mono). Not drawing 
too well at $6.000. Last week, “Buf- 
falo Bill” (20th) and “Can't Ration 
Love” (Par), $6,700. 

Majestic M. Loew) (1.400; 
$1.10)—"Bernadette” (2Uth) (2d wk). 


206, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, May 16. 

It's Danny Kaye's week, with “Up 
in Arms” getting smash results at 
| Hipp. Other spots melted by heat 
|spell.. “None Shall Escape,” despite 
|help of Shep Fields’ band, is slow 
at Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Allen (RKO) (3.000; 44-65)—“Bey- 
|nadette” (20th) (3d wk). Husky 
($11,000 on holdover after terrif $14,- 
800 last frame. 


Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 44-65)— 
“Up in Arms” ‘RKO). Lush $20,000. 
|Last week, “Mark Twain” (WB), 


i tilted scale rated too stiff, not too 
big at $25.000. 

Lake (Warners) (800: 
| “Cover Girl” (Col) (4th wk). Pleas- 

ing $3.000 on h.o., after robust $4,- 
500 last frame. 

Okio (Loew's) (1,200; 44-65)—“‘Un- 
invited” (Par) (3d wk). Satisfactory 
$6.500 on moveover. Last week, 
|“Voice in Wind” (UA). mild $4.500. 
Palace (RKO) (3.700: 50-95)— 
| ‘None Shall Escape” (Col) plus Shep 
Fields orch and Edgar Kennedy on 
stage. Fairish $18,500 or under. Last 
| week, “Four Jills” (20th) with Sonny 
|Dunham orch, Anne Rooney, Rufe 
| Davis on stage. better at $23.500. 
| State (Loew's) (3.450: 44-65)— 
i‘“Hardy’s Blonde Trouble® (M-G). 
| Hot week-end slowed this one up, so 
|}routine $13,000 looks likely. Last 
|} week. “Private Hargrove’ (M-G). 
}extra fancy $22.500. 
| Stillman (Loew's) (2.700: 44-65)— 
|“Private Hargrove” (M-G) (2d wk). 

Lusty $13,003 on second lap. Last 
; week, “Uninvited” (Par) (2d wk), 
| lively $11.000. 


‘Heavenly’ 136, ‘Arms’ 


44-65)—, 


| Remains terrif at $31,000 after great 
| $34.000 last week. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367: 40-74) 
—“Uninvited” (Par) and “Slightly 
| Terrific’ «U). Strong $30,000. Last 
| week, “Passage Marseille” (WB) and 
| “Aldrich Cupid” (Par) (2d wk), big 
$22.000. 
Memorial 


(RKO) (2.900; 40-85)— 


“Follow Boys’ (U) and “Scarlet 


Claw” (U). Great $31,000 on first 
week, and maintaining terrif pace on 
second: beginning today (16). 


Orpheum ‘Loew) (2.900; 35-75)— 
“Private Hargrove” ‘(M-G)~ and 
“W'sistler” «Cold. Smash $31.000, 


and maybe over. Last week, “Broad- 
way Rhythm” (M-G), $24,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-74)— 
“Man Down Under” (M-G) and 
“Lady, Let’s Dance” (Mono). Mod- 
erate $15,000. Last week. “Buffalo 
Bill” (20th) and “Can't Ration Love” 
(Par), about same. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 35-74)—‘Har- 
grove” (M-G) and “Whistler” (Col). 
High $14.000. Last week, “Broadway 
Rhythm” (M-G), $10,000. 

Translux ‘(Translux) (900: 30-74)— 
“Address Unknown” (Col) 
“Racket Man” (Indie) (2d wk). Off 
to $5,000, average. Last week, big 
$6,200. 


‘Gaslight’ Great 206, 
Prov.; ‘Bill’ Big 106, 2d 


Providence, May 16. 


Main stemmers are fairly even, 
with balmy weather slowing pace. 
Loew's State's “Gaslight” is riding 


the list at sock total. Majestic’s “Buf- 
falo Bill” is big on second week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.100: 44-55-60)— 
“Ladies Courageous” (U) and “Prim- 
|} itive Man” (U). Steady $10.500. Last 
week, “Up im Arms” (RKO) and 
“Passport Destiny” (RKO) (3d wk), 
wow $10,500. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 44-55) 
On slow 


—‘*Woman of Town” (UA). 
14G, Stout in L’ville| at $3.000. Last week, “Passage 


Louisville. May 16. 

“Heavenly Body,” at Loew’s State, 
and “Up in Arms,” at the Rialto, look 
like winners this week. Nags are 
| Still attracting spenders at Churchill 
| Downs, and this successful race meet 
and hot weather are not helping 
|downtown film biz. But current 
stanza looks better than last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1.400: 40-60) — “Sullivans” (20th) 
}and “Rosie the Riveter” (Rep), Brisk 
1$3.500 on moveover. Last week, 
\*Standing Room Only” (Par), dandy 
$4.000 moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 34-40) 
—‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 
and “None Shall Escape” (Col). Neat 
$1.700. Last week, “Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G) and “Aldrich Boy Scout” 
(Par), $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3.300; 40- 
60)—“Heavenly Body’ (M-G) and 
\“Black Parachute” (Col). Robust 
| $13.000. Last week. “Happened To- 
|morrow” (UA) and “Hey Rookie” 
Col). Modest $11,000. 
| Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.000: 


a sock total ef $660,000. Also, this: 40-60)—“Harvest Moon” (WB). Back 


| Marseille” (WB) (2d run), good $4,- 
| 000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000: 44-55)—“Purple 
Heart” (20th) and “Pardon Rhythm” 
(20th). Advanced price scale last 
week a dud, and back to regular 
prices this session. Solid $9,000. Last 
week, “Mark Twain” (WB), thin $9,- 
500 for $1.10 scale. 

Majestic (Fay) 
“Buffalo Bill” 
Snappy $10,000. 
$13,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,200: 50- 
60-70) — “Detective Kitty O'Day” 
(Mono) and vaude. Three-day week- 
end run, so-so $4.000. Last week, 
“Hitler Dead” (Indie) and Peter Sis- 
ters heading stage show, near same. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 44-55)—“Gas- 
light” (M-G). Packing them in for 
great $20,000. Last week, “Mabel’s 
Room” (UA) and “Voice in Wind” 
(UA), oke $12,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,000: 44-55) 
—“‘Address Unknown” (Col) and 
“Sailor's Holiday” (Col) ‘opened 
Monday). Last week, “Standing 
(2d wk), swell 


(2.200: 44-55)— 
(20th) (2d wk). 
Last week, bangup 


Room Only” (Par) 
$8,000. 


Chi Blames Rain, Heat; Cover Girl 
Best, Hot $30,000. ‘Rhythm’ Fast 206 


Buffalo OK; ‘4 Jills’ 
Topper With $17,000 


Buffalo, May 16. 

Not much outstanding fare here 
this week but biz shapes up well. 
“Four Jills in a Jeep” looks tops at 
the Buffalo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Four Jills’ (20th) and “Bermuda 
Mystery” (20th). Nice at $17,000. 
Last week, “Broadway Rhythm” 
(M-G), bangup $20,000. 

Great Lakes ‘Shea) (3,000; 40-70) 
—“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Navy 
Way” (Par) (2d wk). Okay $8.000 in 
five days of holdover. Last week, 
jumped up to sturdy $16.000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Moved 
here for second week from the Buf- 
falo. Profitable $9.000. Last week, 
“Standing Room Only” (Par) (2d 
wk), neat $10,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300: 40-70)— 
“Address Unknown” (Col) and 
“Footlight Glamour” (Col). Pleasing 
$11,500. Last week, “Ali Baba” «U) 
(2d wk) and “She's for Me” (U), 
grand $10,000 for holdover. . 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 40-70) 
—“Happened Tomorrow” (UA) and 
“Hands Across’. Border” (Rep). 
Bright $12,000. Last week, “Mark 
Twain” (WB), at 76-$1.10 scale, offish 
$11,000 for these prices. 


ROBUST 
TOPS DET. 


Detroit, May 16. 

Fresh bills are moving ir here a 
little faster as warm weather starts 
whittling down the bigger grosses. 
Still strength enough in the loop, 
with the Michigan taking the top 
spot this week with “Up in Arms” 
and “Voice in the Wind.” Fox also 
is healthy with “Tampico” and “La- 
dies Courageous,” while the Palms- 
State is stout with “Lost Angel” and 
“Rationing.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 55-75)— 
“Hey, Rookie” (Col) and “9 Girls” 
(Col). Fresh entries for a change. 
nice $9,700. Last week. “4 Jills Jeep” 
(20th) (2d wk) and “Jam Session” 
(Col), okay $10,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(2.800; 55-75) —“*Passage Marseille” 
(WB) and “Can't Ration Love” (Par) 
(3d wk). Moveover from Michigan, 
stout $15,000. Last week, “Lady in 
Dark” (Par) and “Rookies Burma” 
(RKO) (8th wk), big $12.000. 

Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—“Tampico” (20th) and “Ladies 
Courageous” (U). Fine $25,000. Last 
week, “Address Unknown” (Col) 
and “Moon Las Vegas” (U), dull 
$23,000. 


and Old Acquaintance” (WB). 


Madison (United Detroit) 
| 55-75)—“Butler’s Sister” 


(1,800: 
(U) and 
Back in 
; loop for tidy $5,100. Last week, “Girl 
i(Crazy” (M-G) and “None Shall Es- 
cape” (Col), fine $5.300. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
55-75) «in Arms” (RKO) and 
“Voice in Wind” (UA). Hot $27.- 
000. Last week, “Passage Marseille” 
(WB) and “Can't Ration Love” (Par) 
(2d wk), dandy $20,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 55-75)—"‘Rationing” (M-G) and 
“Lost Angel” (M-G). Healthy $20,- 
000. Last week, “Song Russia’ (M-G) 
and “Falcon Out West” (RKO) (2d 
wk), good $14,000. 

United Artists 


(4,000: 


(2.000; 55-75)—“Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G) and “Passport Destiny” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Strong $17.000 


sighted after first week's big $21,000. 


Indpls. in Spring Dip; 
‘Mabel’s Room’ $11,000 


Indianapolis. May 16. 

Boxoffice here is suffering from a 
bad case of spring weather, with 
grosses slumping, amusement parks 
open and other outdoor activities 
starting. For first time in months $i1-, 
000 looks good enough to top town. 
“Up in Mabel’s Room,” at’ Loew’s, 
is setting the slow pace. with “Four 


behind. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 32-55)— 
“Around World” (RKO) and “Action 
Arabia’ (RKO). Weak $9.000. Last 
week, “Moon Las Vegas” (U) and 
Vaughn Monroe orch. oke $16.700 at 
top. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 32-55) 

—“Four Jills” (20th) and “Tampico” 
(20th). Tepid $10.500. Last week. 
“Mark Twain” (WB), slim $10,500 at 
$1.10 top. 
Keith’s (Indie) (1.200: 35-55) — 
‘Bowery Boy” (Rep) and vaude. 
Average $5,000 in four-day run. Last 
week, “Darling Clementine” (Rep) 
and vaude, $5,200. same run. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.450: 32-55)— 
“Mabel’s Room” (U) and “Voice in 


Chicago, May 16. 

Rainy weather followed by a heat 
wave played havoc with-grosses last 
week and despite batch of new pic- 
tures, Loop does not look for much 
improvement this session. However, 
“Cover Girl,” opening big at the 
State-Lake, looks like bright $30,000. 
“Broadway Rhythm” at the United 
Artists is headed for dandy $20.000. 
Chicago, with combo of “It Hap- 
pened Tomorrow” and Vaughn Mon- 
roe band on stage, lodks for okay 
$40,000. The Oriental, with “Hey 
Rookie” and Woody Herman orches- 
tra on stage, is stronger at around 
$30,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1.200: 55-95)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (6th week in 
Loop). Firm $12,000. Last week, 
“San Luis Rey” (UA) (2d wk), fair 
$8,000 


Chicago (B&K) (3.900; (55-95)— 
“Happened Tomorrow” (UA) and 
Vaughn Monroe orch on stage. Okay 
$40,000. Last week, “Heavenly Body” 
(M-G) and Danny O'Neil and Raye 
and Naldi heading stage show, solid 
$46,000. 

(B&K) 


Garrick 
“Women Bondage” 


($00; 55-95)— 

(Mono) and 
“Chan Chinese Cat” (Mono). Fine 
$13,000. Last week, “Cry Havoc” 
(M-G) (6 days, 3d wk) and “Bond- 
age” (Mono) and “Cat” (Mono), neat 
$9,000. 

Grand (RKO, (1,150; 55-95)— 
“Snow White” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Falcon Out West” (RKO) (4th week 
in Loop). Pert $9,000. Last week 
nifty $10,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95)— 
“Hey Rookie” (Col) and Woody 
Herman orch on stage. Strong $30.- 
000. Last week, “Around World” 
(RKO) and Andrews Sisters-Mitch 
Ayres orch on stage, smash $41.000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-95)— 
“Ladies Courageous” «(U) and “Par- 
don Rhythm” (U). Good $15,000. 
Last week “Impostor” (U) and 
“Primitive Man” (U), about same. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 55-95)— 
“Our Time” (WB) (2d wk). Trim 
$16,000. Last week. bricht $20,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 55-95)— 
“Cover Girl” (Col). Brilliant $30.000. 
Last week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) 
(5th wk), very good $18,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 55- 
95) — “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). 
Dandy $20,000. Last week. “Guy 
Named Joe” (M-G) (6 days. 6th wk) 
and “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G), one 
day, sweet $18,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.200; 55-95)— 
“Up In Arms” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Great $20,000. Last week, staunch 
$22,000. 


Balto Dull But ‘Hardy’ 
Fat $15,000, Top Filmer; 
‘Snow White’-Vaude 176 


Baltimore, May 16. 

Advent of summer -temperatures 
nicked entire downtown list this 
week with only fairish biz in most 
spots. Return of “Snow White” to 
combo Hipp attracted big daytime 
trade but is falling way off at night. 
Some good response is being regis- 
tered by “Andy Hardy's Blonde 
Trouble” at Loew's Century, to make 
it top straight filmer. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3.000; 20- 
60)—“Hardy’s Blonde Trouble” ‘(M- 
G). Some nice response at $15.000. 


(United Detroit) | 


| Jills in a Jeep,” at the Indiana. close | 


Last week, “Mabel’s Room” (UA), 
fair $12,700. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240; 


| 20-74)—“Snow “White” (RKO) (re- 
| issue) plus vaude. Nice daytime trade 
but off at nights, good $17,000 likely, 
Last week, second of “Cover Girl” 
(Col) plus h.o. vaude, fancy $15,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460: 20- 
60)—“Standing Room Only” (Par) 
(2d wk). Holding nicely at $12,000 
after strong $15,600 opener. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
“Navy Way” (Par). Average trade 
at $4,000. Last week. “Can't Ration 


Love” (Par) in similar groove at 
$4.300. 
New (Mechanic) (1,680; 20-60)— 


“Buffalo Bill” (20th) (4th wk). Main- 
taining trim pace to possible $6,000 
after solid $7,200 for third sesh. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-65 )—“Un- 
icertain Glory” (WB). Fairish re- 
| sponse at $14,000. Last week. “Mark 
| Twain” (WB), in at upped scale, 
over-rated in early estimates and 


| falling far below expectancy; sad 
$15,000. 

Valencia (Loew’'s-UA) (1;840: 20- 
60)—‘‘Mabel’s Room” (UA) ‘move- 


over). Mild $3,500 after fairish ac- 
tion in downstairs Century previous 
week. Last week, similar handling 
“Private Hargrove” ‘(M-G), good 


Wind” (UA). Fairish $11,000. Last 
week, “Heavenly Body” (M-G) and 
“Key, Rookie” (Col), fine $12.700. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1.600; 32-55)— 
“Spider Woman” (U) and “Calling 
Dr. Death” (U). Stout $7,000 on first 
irun, Last week, “Harvest Moon” 
| (WB), nice $5,000 on five-day move- 
over. 


| 
| 
| | | | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | 
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THE Y. DAILIES: 


“Make it your business to see ‘Show Business.’ “A solid package of musical film fare.” 


's a swell show ” —Irene Thirer, N. Y. Post 
—Jim O'Connor, N. Y. Journal-American 


“A pleasant and diverting screen offering.” 
ic diverti ld-Trib 
“A lively, amusing and nostalgic divertise- Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald-Tribune 


mont, —Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News 


“Comedy and old songs .. . light, amiable : 
“Cantor sparkles...estoblishes himself as top- amusing.” — Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun 
drawer producer.” 


“Gay, rough and ready.” 
—lee Mortimer, N. Y. Daily Mirror 


—Alton Cook, N. Y. World-Telegram 


AND THE TRADES: 


entertainment geared “Top -flight musical comedy from Broadway to 
—Variety Main Street.” 


—M. P. Herald 


“Generously endowed with ever plenty of entertainment . . . should 
musical requires to be a box-office sock,” 


—The Exhibitor 
—Film Dail 
Tops 


“Speedy piece of diverting 
for profitable bir.” 


‘Terrific fun; @ top laughmaker 
any situation,” 


—Showmen’ Trad R of. 
“Should fo be one RKO's bi Review 
| Od Voriety 


BLAS Died by Edwin L. Marin Produced by Eddie Cantor 


sph Quillan and Dorothy Bennett +. Story vy Bert Granet 
FIGHTING FIFTH WAR LOAN, STARTING JUNE 2. 
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L. A. Slips; ‘Show Biz’ Forte $54,500 
fn 4 Spots, ‘Follow Boys Nice 386 
For 2, Tomorrow’ Fair 30/56 in 3 


Los Angeles, May 16. + 


Firstrun biz is far from brisk cur- 
rently compared with strong trade a 
few months back. Exhibitors here 


are not too disturbed, figuring it’s the 
season and possibly partly the prod- 


uct. “Show Business” looks only 
good at estimated $54,500 in four 
houses. “Uncertain Glory” is okay 


at $43.500 or better in three spots 
while “Follow the Boys” is standout 
with stout $38,000 in two theatres. 
“It Happened Tomorrow” is light 
$30,500 in three houses, but “Stand- 
ing Room Only” looks trim $26,000 
or near for third sesh in two spots. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 50- 
$1)—"Show Business” (RKO) andj 
“Falcon Out West” (RKO). Okay 
$7.500. Last week, “Four Jills” (20th) 
and “Tampico” (20th), fair $6,900. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 50- 
$1)—"“Show Business” (RKO) and 
“Falcon Out West” (RKO). About | 
average at $12.600. Last week, “Four 
Jills’ (20th) and “Tampico” (20th), 
below average $10,900. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 50-$1)— 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB). Fair $17.- 
500. Last week, “Mark Twain” (WB), 
in on special advanced-price run, 
way below expectations at $18,700. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535; 50-$1)— 
“Happened Tomorrow” (UA) and 
“Weird Woman” (U). Good $7,500. 
Last week, “Lady Let’s Dance” 
(Mono) and “Hey Rookie” (Col), 
weak $5,900. 

Four Star (UWA-WC) (900: 50-85)— 
“Four Jills’ (20th) and “Tampico” 
(20th). Light $3,500. Last week, 
“Mabel’s Room” (UA) and “Woman 
of Town” (UA), fair $3,700. 


Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 50-$1)—“Ac- Mweek, 


tion Arabia” (RKO) and “Curse Cat 
People” (RKO) (3d wk). Grand $5,- 
000. Last week, slipped to $6,500. 
Hollyweod (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB). Not big at | 
$14,000. Last week, Mavk Twain,” | 
light $15,100 considering advanced 
prices. | 
Les Angeles (D'town-WC) (2.200; 
50-$1 )—“‘Happened Tomorrow” (UA) 
and “Weird Woman” (U). So-so $16,- 
500. Last week, “Lady, Let’s Dance” 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

. $556,700 
(Based on 15 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 


Gaslight’ Brisk 
24G, Leads Wash. 


Washington, May 16. 

Warm weather over weekend is 
holding down grosses. Keith's took 
an unexpected spurt and “Up in 
Arms” won a fourth week. ‘“Gas- 
light” at Palace looks standout with 
grand week in sight. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 34-72)— 
“Mabel’s Room” (UA) with vaude. 
Average $20,000. Last week, “Hardy's 
Blonde Trouble” (M-G) with vaude, 
nice $23,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 34-72)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G). Looks 
lusty $8,000. Last week. “Woman of 
Town” (UA), good $6,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,242: 30-90)—‘Pass- 
sage Marseille” (WB) with D’Artega 
orch on stage. Fine $22,500. Last 
“Adventures Mark Twain” 
(WB) with vaude, high prices hurt, 
$23,500 being below expectation. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 44-66)—“Up 
in Arms” (RKO) (4th wk). Fair 
$7,500. Last week, okay $10.500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 35-55)— 
“No Time Love” (Par). Mild $6,500. 
Last week, “Phantom Lady” (U), 
fancy $7,900, and considerably over 
expectancy. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 


34-72)— 


(Mono) and “Hey Rookie” (Col), 
slow $15,000. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 65-99 )— 
“Lady and Monster” (Rep) (2d run) 
and Blackstone, magictan, on stage. 
Excellent $20,000. Last week, “De- 
tective Kitty O’Day” (Mono) and Ina 
Ray Hutton orch, nice $19,900. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
“Follow Boys” (U) and “Scarlet 
Claw” (J). Good $18,500. Last week, 
“Cover Girl” (Col) (4th wk) and 
“Slightly Terrific’ (U), finaled with 
$9.400, okay. 

Paramount (F&M) (3.389; 50-$1)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par) and 
“Can't Ration Love” (Par) (3d wk). 
Neat $16,000 in 8 days. Last week, 
fair $17,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 50-$1)—“Standing Room Only” 
(Par) (3d wk). Nice $10,000 in 8 
days. Last week, good $19,500. al- 
though below expectations. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- 
$1)—“Follow Boys” (U) and “Scarlet 
Claw” (U). Average $19,500. Last 
week, “Cover Girl” (Col) (4th wk) 
and “Slightly Terrific” (U), closed at 
$11.100, nice. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 50-$1)—"flap- 
p ned Tomorrow” (UA) and “Weird 

Joman” (U). Fair $6,500. Last week, 


“Lady Let’s Dance” (Mono) and “Hey | 


Rookie” (Col), low $4,800. 

State (Loew’s-WC) (2,204: 50-$1) 
—‘Show Business” (RKO) and “Fal- 
con Out West” (RKO). Okay $27,500. 
Last week, “Four Jills” (20th) and 
“Tampico” (20th), sweet $29,600. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2.100; 
50-$1)—“Four Jills”. (20th) and 
“Tampico” (20th). Fine $8.000. Last 
week, “Mabel’s Room” (UA) afid 
“Woman of Town” (UA), trim $8,- 
600. 

Uptewn (F-WC) (1,715; 50-$1)— 
“Show Business” (RKO) and “Falcon 
Out West” (RKO). Oke $7,500. Last 
week, “Four Jills” (20th) and “Tam- 
pico” (20th), good $8,400. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 50-$1)— 
“Four Jills” (20th) and “Tampico” 
(20th). Light $5,000. Last week, 
“Mabel’s Room” (UA) and “Woman 
of Town” (UA), fair $5,400. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 50-$1)—*Un- 
certain Glory” (WB). Solid $12,000. 
Last week, “Mark Twain” (WB), be- 
low upped-scale anticipation at 
$12,300. 


Goldwyn Pix Reissue Deal 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Distribution of the 32 Goldwyn re- 
issues in Northern California will be 
handled by Robert L. Lippert, who 
operates several theatres in the San 
Francisco Bay sector, and holds the 
Film Classies franchise there. 

In Southern California the old 
films will be distributed by Harry 


“Gaslight” (M-G). Names helping 
this to grand $24,000. Last week, 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) (2d wk), 
nice $16,000. 


Rain, Heat Hurt Mpls. 
But Andrews Sis-Ayres 


Minneapolis, May 16. 
Warm weather and rain have 
greased the skids and given impetus 
to a downward box-office trend re- 
cently in evidence here. Takings 
continue below war-time highs. Or- 
pheum likely will buck trend, with 


Estimates for This Week 


“Teen Age” (Indie) and “Hat-Check 
| Honey” (U). In for six days, nice 
$3,000. Last week, “Passport Des- 
| tiny” (RKO) and “Sailor’s Holiday” 
(Col), $1,000 in three days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600: 
| “Sullivans” (20th) (2d wk). 
| here from Radio City. 
Last week, “Private tlargrove” (M- 
G) (3d wk), great $7,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000: 40)—‘“Cry 


Moved 


days. 


|“Swingtime Johnny” (U), 
| after five say days, $1,500. 

Lyric (P-S) (1,100; 44-60)—“Unin- 
| vited” (Par) (3d wk). 


Radio City (P-S) (4,000; 44-60)— 
“Hardy's Blonde -Trouble” ‘(M-G). 
Well-liked comedy, but only $10,000, 


(20th), $11,000. 

State (P-S) (2,000; 44-60)—‘“Our 
Time” (WB). Well treated by crix 
but moderate $8,000 looms. Last 
week, “Up in Arms” (RKO), ns.g. 
$10,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 40-50)— 
“Jane Eyre” (20th). First nabe show- 
ing, oke $3,000. Last week, “Standing 
Room Only” (Par), good $3,500. 

World (Par-Steffes) (250; 44-80)— 
“Harvest Moon” (20th) (3d wk). 
Moved here after a week each at 
Radio City and Century. Nice $2,- 
500. Last week, “Cross Lerraine” 


Popkin and Ben Peskay. 


(M-G), light $1,500. 


‘Primitive’ Oke $17,000 


Andrews Sisters boosting “Primitive | Holds. 
Man” and Mitch Ayres band to oke 
| Session. Radio City also fairly heeled 
| with “Andy Hardy’s Blonde Trouble.” 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 25-35)— | «white Zombie” (Indie). 


44-60 )— | 
Good $5,000. | 


Havoc” (M-G). Looks fair $3.500 on _ 
Depressing war pictures | $3 500 
|}not so forte here now. Last week, | 
yanked 


First-rate 


disappointing. Last week, “Sullivans” 


DENVER WAY OFF, BUT 
‘JOE’ TRIM $12,000, 2D 


Denver, May 16. 


over at Orpheum. In contrast, large 
‘numbers stayed away from “Mark 
Twain,” at the Denver, with numer- 
‘ous squawks heard about admission 
tilt to 80c-$1.10. Usual scale at 
house is 46c-74c. Biz is off in most 
spots. Esquire hit a new low with 
“Impostor” and “Primitive Man.” 
Combo is forte, however at Par- 
amount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 46-74)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) and “Girl in 
Case” (Col), after week at each 
Denver. Esquire. Fine $6,500. Last 
week, “Uncertain Glory” (WB) and 


| "Moon Las Vegas” (U}, m.o., fair 
| $4,000. 
| Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 46-74)— 


“Cover Girl” (Col), after week at 


| each Denver. Esquire, Aladdin, Rial- 
ito. Nice $4500. Last week. “Up in 


(RKO) 
(RKO), 
Orpheum, good $4.500. 
Denham ‘Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
i“Uninvited” (Par) (2d wk). Meagre 
$6,500, big nose-dive on holdover. 
Last week, nice $11,500. 


and “Falcon Out 
after two weeks at 


| Arms” 
| West” 


Pitt. Still Skidding: 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 80-$1.10)— 
i“Mark .Twain” (WB). Very thin 
$6500, Last week, “Harvest Moon” 


| (WB) and “Girl in Case” (Col), day- 
|date with Esquire, good $13,000. 
Esquire (Fox) 
/postor” «U) and “Primitive Man” 
(U), day-date with Paramount. Sad 
/$1.900 Last week, “Harvest Moon” 
| (WB) and “Girl in Case” (Col), also 
| Denver, good $3,000. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 46-74)— 
\“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Trim $12,000. Last week, big $19.000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 64-74)— 
“Impostor” (U) and “Primitive Man” 
(U), also at Esquire. Fine $9,500. 
Last week. “Women Bondage” 
(Mono) and “Rosie Riveter” (Rep), 
goed $8,500. 
| Rialto (Fox) (878: 46-74)—“Women 
| Bondage” (Mono) and “Rosie Riv- 
eter” (Rep), after week at Para- 
mount. Nice $4,000. Last week, 
“Cover Girl” (Col), after week at 
each Denver, Esquire, Aladdin, fine 
| $3,500. 


Cincy Mildish Albeit 
‘Gaslight’ Fancy 136; 
‘Mabel’s Room’ Big 96 


Cincinnati, May 16. 


of this session, but general pace is 
shading last week’s dull take. “Gas- 
light” is giving the Capitol a hefty 
mark, and “Mabel’s Room,” linked 
with “Chinese Cat,” looks trim at 
Lyric. Palace is so-so on “Uncertain 
Glory.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-95)—“Jam 
Session” (Col) and Harry Howard 
“Gay Nighties’ revue. Night biz 
Friday (12) helped by p.a. of Sgt. 
Gene Autry with Army entertainers 


iat two shows to enlist Wacs. Slug- 
| gish $18,000. Same last week for 


“Tampico” (20th), plus Shep Fields 
orch, others, on stage. 

Capitel «tRKO) (2.000: 
“Gaslight” (M-G). 
Last 
(WB) at $1.10 top. N. G. $9,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 30-40)— 
“Nazty Nuisance” (UA) and “Sweet- 
|heart of U.S.A.” (Mono), split with 
|“Crime Punishment’ (Indie) and 
Fair $2,400. 
| Ditto last week, “Yanks Ahoy” (UA) 
and “Jeannie” (Ind), divided with 
“Whistler” (Col) and “Beneath West- 
ern Skies” (Rep). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 44-70)—‘Har- 
vest Moon” (WB) (3d wk). Strong 
$6.000 after sock $9,500 last week. 

Keith’s (United) (1.500: 44-70)— 
“Cover Girl” (Col). Second move- 
lover for fifth downtown sesh. All 


44-70)— 


| 


(742: 46-74)—‘‘Im-)| opened strong at 


| 


$9,500: Tomorrow -Tucker Sad 15¢ 


This Week .......... $2,857 

(Based on 20 cities, 165 thea- 
tres, chiefly runs, treluding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gress Same Week 

$2,583, 
(Based on 26 cities, 183 theatres) 


‘Hardy's Blonde’ 
Bright 146, K.'C. 


Kansas City, May 16. 

Biz continues on an even keel de- 
spite sudden rise in mercury. Combo 
of “Hardy’s Blonde Trouble” and 
“Knickerbocker Holiday” at Midland 
is out in front. “Cobra Woman” 
Esquire, Uptown 
and Fairway, day-and-date. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown and_ Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700; 
45-65)—"“Cobra Woman” (U). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Sullivans” 
(20th), $10,500. 

Midland (‘Loew’s) (3,500: 40-60)— 
“Hardy's Blonde Trouble” (M-G) 
and “Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA). 
Robust $14,000. Last week, “Mabel’s 
Room” (UA) and “Voice in Wind” 
(UA), lusty $12,500, over hopes. 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900; 45- 
65)—“‘Standing Room Only” (Par) 
(2d wk). Steady $12.000 after big 
$16,000 initial session, with holdover 
likely. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 46-65)— 
“Desert Mystery” (RKO) and “Can't 
Ration Love” (Par). Mild $8.500. 
Last week, “Mark Twain” (WB). fair 
$10,000, with $1.10 top holding back 
biz. 

Tewer (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 40-60) 
—‘Lady Monster” (Rep) and ‘Mons- 
ter Maker” (PRC) with vaude. Brisk 
$9,500. Last week, “Rosie Riveter” 
(Rep) and “Career Girl” (PRC) plus 


Early hot spell is wilting biz part | Stage show, $10,000, above expecta- 


tions. 


Philly Blames Usual 
Dog Days; ‘Bill’ Bucks 
Trend at Wow $25,000 


Philadelphia, May 16. 
Summer dog days blamed for de- 
cline in Philly’s film biz, although 
the torrid weather. hasn't affected 
b.o.’s as in pre-war days. Gate isn't 
in same class with strong weeks of 


Smart $13,000. | Past winter. Still getting nice trade, 
week. “Mark Twain” | however, is “Buffalo Bill,” “Standing 


Room Only” and “Women in Bond- 
age,” all in initial bows here. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aidine (WB) (1.303: 40-85)—‘‘San 


Luis Rey” (UA). Fair $11,500. Last 
week, “Uninvited” (Par) (4th wk), 
sprightly $11,700. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 40-85) 


“Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Mediocre $4,300. Opener was 
good $6,500. 

Boyd ‘WB) (2.500: 40-85 —“Stand- 
ing Room Only” (Par). Okay $22,- 
300 in addition to nice $3,400 for one- 


right $4.500. Last week, “Happened day Sabbath showing at Earle. Last 


Tomorrow” (UA) runfF, 


Lyrie (RKO) (1.400: 44-70)—“Ma- 


Cat” (Mono). Tall $9,000. Holds. 
Last week. “Tunisian Victory” ‘(M-G) 
and “Can’t Ration Love” (Par). five 
days. sorry $3.000. 


Only 5 in M-G 8th Block 


Metro has slotted only five pic- 
tures in its eighth block for the cur- 
rent season, 


prise that block, according to Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, v.p. in charge of 


the season with 36 pictures, exclusive 
of “Tunisian Victory,” which was 
handled separately. 

Two films set for the eighth block 
are “Canterville Ghost” and “Bathing 
Beauty” in Technicolor, with other 
three not set. 


despite reports else-| 
where that seven features will com-| 


| 


'bel’s Room” (UA) and “Chan Chinese | Ration Love” 


} 


| $3,700 in prospect after strong $6,000 | Palace «RKO) (2.600; 44-70)—“Un- 
last week. ‘certain Glory” (WB). Mild $10,000. | 
Orpheum (P-S) (2,800: 44-70)— Last week. “Buffalo “Bill” (20th), | 
“Primitive Man” (U) plus Andrews | lively $14.000 
Sisters, Mitch Ayres orch on stage. Shubert (RKO) (2.100; 44-70)— 
An okay $17,000 appears tops. Last | “Buffalo Bill” (20th). Moveover. 
week, “Action Arabia” (RKO) and | Mildish $3.500. Last week, “Cover 
Earl Carroll's “Vanities” on stage, | Girl’ (Col), fourth downtown sesh, 
$16,000. itrim $5,500. 


distribution. Company will wind up . 


limp | week, “Mark Twain” (WB). $24.500., 


not too forte despite 85-$1.20 scale. 

Earle (WB) (2.760; 50-95)—“Can’t 
(Par) with Jerry Wald 
orch and Beatrice May on stage. Dis- 
appointing $16.500. Last week. “Ac- 
tion Arabia” (RKO) plus Mal Hal- 
lett orch, Canada Lee, Phil Regan, on 
stage, thin $15,000. 

Fox (WB) (2.245: 40-85)—*Buffalo 
Bill” (20th). Tops b.o. roundup with 
boff $25,000. Last week. “Four Jills” 
(20th) yanked after one week at fair 
$19,500. 

Karliten (Goldman) (1.000: 40-85 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d 
wk). Still a dough-getter at $5.500. 
Last week, nifty $8,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2.220: 40-85 )— 
“Happened Tomorrow” (UA) (2d 
run). Meagre $4,200. Last week. 
a Rhythm” (M-G), so-so 


Mastbaum (WB) (4.692: 40-85)— 
“Follow Boys” (U) (2d wk). Slump- 
ing to $15,000 after sock $27,800 open- 
ing week. 

Stanley ‘WB) (2.915: 40-85)—“Pri- 
vate Hargrove’ (M-G) (3d wk). 


Holding up nicely at $17.800. Second | 


sesh, husky $25,500. 
Stanten «WB) (1.475: 

“Women Bondage” Mono}. 

profit at $12,500. Last week. “Frisco 

(reissue) (2d wk), good 
7,500. 


40-85)— | 
Lots of | 


Pittsburgh, May 16. 

Bottom seems to have fallen out 
of everything around here lately. Biz 
was terrible all over last week and 
this session will be even worse. Some 
blame unseasonally warm weather. 
Stanley is hitting rock bottom again 
with “It Happened Tomorrow” and 
Tommy Tucker’s band, while “Un- 
certain Glory” is driving Penn back 
into its lower depths. “Cover Girl” 
is doing okay in third week at Har- 
ris. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulten (Shea) (1.700: 40-65)— 
“Tampico” (20th). Mild $5,000, and 
way under recent grosses here. Last 
week, “Ladies Courageous” (U), over 
$5,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 40-65)— 
'“Cover Girl” (Col) (3d wk). Latest 
| holdover will be limited to five days 

so “Follow the Boys” (U) can open 
, Thursday (18) after big broadcast 
|preem at USO-Variety Club Can- 
| teen celebrating first anni of service- 
,men’s center. In a short sesh, okay 
| $6.500. Last week, strong at $11,000, 
| Penn ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 40-65 )— 
|“Uncertain Glory” (WB). Crix 
| socked this one, very thin $9,500 for 
| 
| 


| six days. Last week, “Private Har- 
| grove” (M-G), fell off after great 
| start but still good $19,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-65)—‘“Harvest 
| Moon” (4th wk). From Warner and 
|Penn. Maybe $2,000 as against sim- 
ilarly weak $2,500 last week. 

Senator (Harris) (1.750: 30-65)— 
“Aldrich Boy Scout” (Par) and “Un- 
censored” (20th). Poorest Saturday 
(13) opening in house history. On 
five days, sad $1,100. Last week, 
“Hat-Check Honey” (U) and “Week- 
End Pass” (U), also weak at $2.200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-85 )—"“Hap- 
pened Tomorrow” (UA) and Tommy 
Tucker orch. Biz doing a sudden 
nose-dive ‘at WB deluxer. Mildish 
$15,000. Last week, Lawrence Welk- 
| Johnnie (Seat) Davis and “Knicker. 
bocker Holiday” (UA), about same. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 40-65)—“Pri- 


vate Hargrove” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Moved here from Penn. May get 
$6,000, disappointing. Last week, 


“Mark Twain” (WB), on $1.10 top 
was a washout at $10,000. 


‘Heat, Taxes Bop Seattle 
But ‘Uninvited’ $13,500 


Seattle, May 16. 
Warm weather and higher taxes 
|may account for biz tapering off. 
Cabarets, however, are hardest hit. 
| Most new films are dragging bottom. 
Big exception is “Uninvited,” doing 
iwell at Fifth Ave. “Cover Girl” 
holds big in third week at Liberty. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800: 45-80)—“Private Hargrove” 
|(M-G) (2d wk). From Fifth Ave. 
Dandy $6,500. Last week, “Ration- 
ing” (M-G) and “Lost Angel” (M-G) 
(3d wk), moderate $4,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—“Uninvited” (Par) and “Falcon Out 


West” (RKO). Big $13,500. Last 
week, “Hargrove” (M-G), good 
$12,000, 
| Liberty “(J-vH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) (3d wk). Big 
| $9.500. Last week, terrifie $12,000. 


| Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Good $6,000. Last week, solid $6,800. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 45-80)— 
“Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO) 
and “Tunisian Victory” (M-G). Sad 
$5.500. Last week, “Tender Com- 
rade” (RKO), six days, weak $5,200. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB). Not too 
stout $9,000. Last week, “Harvest 
Moon” (WB) (2d wk), six days, good 
$7.100. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-$1)— 
“Lady Monster” (Rep), plus stage. 
Okay $9.500. Last week, “Million 
Dollar Kid” (Mono), plus stage bill, 
good $10,100. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Disap- 
pointment at so-so $10,000. Last week, 


“Tender Comrade” (RKO), sad 
$5300 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 45-80)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (3d_ wk). 
From Orpheum. Nice $6,500. Last 
week (27-59), second run of “Sulli- 


vans” (20th) and “Chip Old Block” 
(U). good $5,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- 

50)—“Sweethearts” (Mono) (Ist run) 
and “Minesweeper” (Par) (3d run), 
split with “Around World” (RKO) 
and “Somewhere France” (Indie) (3d 
jrun). Oke $5,000. Last week, “But- 
| ler’s Sister” (U) and “Gung Ho” ‘U), 
| split with “Crime School” (WB) and 
|“Girls Probation” (WB) (reissues), 
‘nice $5,100. 


Col.’s 3 Sales Meets 


' Columbia Pictures will hold its 
, 1944 sales convention in three ses- 


, Sions, Chicago, N. Y., and San Fran- 
cisco, according to A. Montague, 

| general sales manager. 

| Chieago session will be June 2-5, 

N. Y. from June 13 to 15, and Frisco, 
July 11-13. 


{ 
Glory Thin 
| 
| Key City Grosses 
| Estimated Total Gross 
| | 
= | 
' Last Year...... $487,000 | 
— 
on 13 theatres) 

| | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | | 

| 

| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | 


A REVEALING STORY OF WHAT GOES ON BEHIND THE GAYETY AND 
GLAMOR, THE CLOWNING AND CAREFREE SCENES 
IN THE WORLD’S MOST TALKED OF NIGHT SPOT... 
SET TO THE MUSIC OF THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS 
DANCE BANDS. 


with 


ROSEMARY LAN 


and 


JOHNNY DOWNS 
RALPH MORGAN 
DICK PURCELL 
CLIFF NAZARRO 


and Featuring 

BOB CHESTER and his Orchestra 

MATTY MALNECK and his Orchestra 

GUS ARNHEIM and his Orchestra 

EDDIE LeBARON and his Orchestra 
WILLIAM NIGH — Director 
SCREENPLAY 8Y ALLEN GALE 

ORIGINAL STORY BY 
CHARLES #. CHAPLIN and GARRET HOLMES 
Produced by WALTER COLMES 


A 
REPUBLIC 
PICTURE | 
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B.&K. Mgrs. to Get 2/5 Days Of: 


Plans for Pension System Also Set 


Outlining of new system of work- 
ing hours. which will cut down time 
put in by managers and assistant 
managers, and preliminary discus- 
sions on a coming pension plan, now 
being drafted, were highlights of the 
meeting last week of Balaban & Katz | 
personnel at the Drake hotel. Meet- 
ing was attended by some 130 man- | 


Chicago, May 16. 
! 


agers, assistants and company ex- | 
ecutives. New working hours will 


give managers and assistants prac- 
tically 242 days off each week where 
they now get 1'2 days. No details 
were available on the pension plan. 

Addressing the group, John Bala- 
ban gave assurance that any and_all 
returning service men and women 
will be given jobs without loss of 
priority and said that the company’s 
postwar plans for television and the 
building of new theatres would ab- 
sorb many new men. Two of the 
firm’s oldest managers. in point of 
service, Ed O'Donnell and Miles 
Coneannon, both with the company 
25 years, were presented with dia- 
mond wrist watches, and Leonard 
Schiff. manager of the Central Park, 
was gifted with two $100 War Bonds 
for leading the circuit in sales of 
War Bonds. 


Lensers Thumbs Down 
On Proffered Wages 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Studio lensers turned down the 
new wage scale drafted recently at 
the parleys in New York and filed 
a demand for renegotiation with the 
producers. Protest was made by In- 
ternational Photographers Local 659. 

In case the producers refuse to re- 
negotiate, the union will take its 
battle to the War Labor Board. 


FEIST DUALS ON ‘I. Q.’ 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Felix Feist draws the double chore 
of producer-director on the forth- 
coming filmusical, “Miss I.Q.” at 
Universal. 
Gloria Jean starrer will be screen- 


played by Val Burton. 
= 


Selznick’s Attys. Score 
Point in 2506 N. Y. Suit 


Attorneys for David O. Selznick, 
Ernest L. Scanlon, Raymond 
Klune and Daniel T. O'Shea, de- 
fendants in a $250,000 damage action 
for alleged breach of contract, 
brought by the Astra Pictures, Inc., 
were granted first crack at the ex- 
amination of two officers of the Cor- 
poration and their attorney Gustave 
I. Jahr yesterday ‘Tues.) by Federal 
Judge John Bright in N. Y. At the 
same time the court granted the 
Astra attorney the right to examine 
Scanlon upon five days’ notice in 
New York. Dates for the examina- 
tions are to be fixed by the at- 
torneys. 

Astra charges that the defendants, 
owners of “Garden of Allah.” “Ad- 
ventures of Tom Sawyer” 
“Prisoner of Zenda” breached 
agreement of August, 1943, for dis- 
tribution of the three films for a 
term of four years for the 16 mm 
rights, and three years for the 35 mm 
rights. 

Scanlon denies the allegations, 
seeks dismissal of the suit on the 
ground that the civil code of Cali- 
fornia provides that contracts are 
invalid unless agreement is in writ- 
ing, and subscribed to by parties to 
be charged. Also alleges that in a 
contract for sale of goods, buyer 
must actually receive part of ma- 
terial, otherwise contract is void. 

Notice for a trial by jury was 
filed by the Astra attorney. 


REELECT 7 RKO DIRECTORS 
Only action taken at the annual 
meeting of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
stockholders yesterday (Tuesday) 


was the election of seven directors | 


to serve in ensuing year. 


Those elected were N. Peter Rath- | 


von, Ned E. Depinet, Malcolm Kings- 
berg, Monroe Goldwater, Gordon E. 
Youngman, J. Miller Walker and 
A. W. Dawson. 


A. | 


and | 
an 


20TH’S $3,186,302 NET 
PROFIT, 1ST QUARTER 


| 20th-Foex consolidated net profit, 
‘after all charges including taxes, 


amounted to $3,186,302 for first quar- 


ter ending last March 25, company 
announced yesterday *(Tuesday). 
This includes earnings from Na- 


| tional Theatres and Roxy Theatre, 
| In compares with $1,751,739 for 
| corresponding quarter of 1943, when 
Theatres and Roxy earn- 


Inc. 


| National 
ings were not included. 

| After deducting dividends on con- 
| vertible preferred and prior pre- 
ferred shares, earnings for 1944 
amounted to $1.57 on 1,742,004 shares 
;of common. In first quarter a year 
| ago, after deducting convertible pre- 
| ferred dividends, it amounted to 8lc 
on commen, * 


U.S. Pix Future In Spain 
Reviewed By R. L. Graham 


How American pictures still con- 
tinue predominant on the screens of 
Spain and the vast potentialties of 
that country for the film business, 
though possibly delayed in develop- 
ment until after the war, was out- 
lined yesterday (Tuesday) by Robert 
L. Graham, Paramount manager in 
Mexico, now in N. Y. after visiting 
Spain on a special mission for Par. 
Robert Aexander, sales supervisor of 
company’s office in London, who 
aided Graham in the investigation, 
is remaining there for time being. 
Paramount probed the situation to 
learn current setup, but no decision 
has been made on Graham's report. 
It’s possible that he may return to 
Spain before going back to Mexico. 

U. S. sereen product has played 
right along in Spain ever since that 
country’s civil war ended, 75% of 
films shown being American. While 
much old product is used, Metro. 
RKO and others have shipped in 
new pictures via outright sales. All 
pictures must be dubbed into Span- 
ish before shown. German, French. 
British, Mexican 


films as well as Spanish product is) 


| playing there. 


and a few Italian} 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Quick thinking on the part of two Warner circuit managers, who averted 
| possible panic, were reported to the homeoffice during the past w > At 
the Strand, Woburn, Mass., George Carter averted a panic WY. fire 
broke out in a building next to the theatre by mounting the stage and 
telling kids at a morning matinee show that they were to practice a fire 
drill. House was emptied orderly in a few minutes. In the other instance 
Thomas Kilcoyne, of the Strand, Clinton, Mass., also used his head when 
the lights suddenly went out. With the aid of emergency lights, he put on 
an impromptu stage show with high school students doing specialties, 
leading in community singing, etc. Audience remained intact. 


Jim Lundy, Paramount exploitation representative working out of the 
Denver exchange, who died in N. Y. Thursday (11) ‘(see obit), and Ed 
Finney, who entered the producing field with Monograrr several years ago, 
were east discussing plans as a producing team and sounding out dise 
tributors for release. With a couple stories in their possession, together 
with rights for the remaking of several pictures, Lundy and Finney 
planned turning out a grade “B” type of product along lines of the Bil] 
Pine-Bill Thomas productions. 


Addressing a group of churchmen and civie leaders at a_ testimonial 
dinner to Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, pastor of the Marble Collegiate 
Chureh, N. Y., Jack L. Warner, v.p. over production for Warner Bros, 
said, in part that “motion pictures, like any institution which touches the 
lives of millions of people, must walk hand in hand with religion and 
those who teach it, and Hollywood not only recognizes but is practicing 
this principle.” 


“Crux in the $613,600 suit by 20th-Fox against Jennifer Jones involves 
the right ef David O. Selznick to approve the script. Daniel O'Shea, 
speaking for Selznick and Miss Jones, charges the script for “Laura” was 
never submitted for inspection. In rebuttal, 20th-Fex spokesmen declare 
the screenplay for “Song of Bernadette’ was not approved by Selznick, 
and that William Perlberg, producer of that picture, had the sole right 
of approval. 


Shortage of film moppets was noted by Lester Cowan, who wanted a 
youngster for his picture and got less than 300 responses, about half the 
' candidates that would have appeared in normal times. Fully 75° of the 
' youthful thesps were accompanied by their agents instead of their mothers. 
Answer is that so many mothers are working on war jobs that they 
| haven't time to promote the film careers of their offspring. 


| Paul Henried, under contract to Warner Bros., has given the company 
|/an idea so far as transmission of material to Europe is concerned, with 
| result WB is now sending pictorial material to foreign publications in the 
| form of stills via microfilm. Company got idea from Henried, who for 
| months, has been sending photographic stuff in this manner to his cousin, 


| Karl Henried, who handles Warner publicity abroad for the actor. 


| Dave Selznick didn't like the score composed by Alexandre Tansman for 
|*“Since You Went Away,” so ‘another composer will be called in to make 
the mysic more American. Selznick concedes that the Tansman music is 
fine, but wants something more in keeping with the American background, 


| 

Correction please: In “Variety” of Feb. 23, the Leicester Square cinema, 
London, was listed as a Gaumont-British theatre. The management states 
it is an independent house, and the chairman of the corporation is J. Ar- 
| thur Rank. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} | 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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FOR COLOR GRIGIVNAIS IN NAH. ENAMEL AXED MATCHING 


ORIES 


ACCESS 


Take this pen being held out to you ... by 
our favorite pin-up boy . . . sign up your 
John Heary . . . and let the Prize Baby start 
directing traffic to your theatre... that’s your 
elementary lesson in the fine science of show- 
selling . . . and that’s all there is . . . You are 
now a graduate . . . and you've found out 
how to go all out .. . to get ‘em all in... in 
an endless chain of seat-selling . . . You sell 
today’s show on the outside . . . (posters, 
heralds, etc.) . . . so that you can sell tomor- 


row’s show on the inside . . . (trailers, lobby 
displays, etc.) . . > How can you go wrong? 
. You've got ‘em coming and going . .... 
Hurry! .-. . Look at those people going by 
..» Hurry! 


SCREEN cp 
RPORA 
MINT} AVENUE, NEW Yorn TION 
MY. 
SERVICE 

4 


ACCESSGRIES DIVISION 
630 Ninth Aveune, New York, N. ¥. 
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20 Keys Plea for ‘Locally Needed 
Classification; Other Pix Briefs 


Applications have now been filed; Ellsworfh Moser, executive 


with the War Manpower Commission 
jn 20 exchange areas asking that mo- 


“locally needed” classification. This 
includes Albany, Boston, Buffalo, 
Charlotte. Chicago. Cleveland, Dal- 
las. Detroit. Indianapolis, Los An- 
geles. Milwaukee, New Haven, New 
Orleans, Oklahoma City. Omaha, 
Portland. Salt Lake City, San Fran- 
cisco, Seattle and Washington. 

Applications cannot be filed in a 
number of exchange centers for the 
time being. because the laber situa- 
tion not critical, such as Atlanta, 
Cincinnati. Denver. Des Moines, 
Kansas Citv. Memphis. Minneapolis, 
New York and St. Louis. 

So far the “locally needed” desig- 
nation has been accorded motion pic- 
ture distribution in Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia. 


KS 


$42,000 Fire Loss 
Dallas, May 16. 
WPB sought for re- 


Approval of 
building the 
stroyed by fire week. Loss esti- 


last 
ast 


surance carried. Blaze was discov- 
ered by A. M. Cameron, 
nephew of P. G. Cameron, owner and 
Operator of the Cameron lost 
another house around the first of the 
year in the same vicinity. Water 
sressure failure caused loss of both 


Tri-States’ Orpheum, Omaha 
Omaha. May 16. 


nouse, 


| columnist 


led 


V-p ot 
National Bank Bldg. here 
of Tri-States 


the U. S. 
Officers 


dent: Anna R. Blank. Des 
secretary; Leonard Goldenson. N. Y.. 
v-p; Leo McKechneay, Des Moines, 
treasurer. These officers are also the 


f 


the Strand, Elmira. He is the sec- 
ond WB man from the Ritz to meve 


on to Elmira in recent months. Jules | 
the Keeney, | 


Curley sent to 


was 


‘largest Elmira house, by WB in Feb- 


| 


| 


ruary. 


An SOS Indeed 
Albany, May 16. 
Things-are-getting - tough depart- 


iment: The owner of one of Albany's 


corporation |smaller film theatres interrupted the 
scre i ‘ture at the evening 
tion picture distribution be given the | are: A. H. Blank, Des Moines. presi- | SCheening of a picture at the ev a 


Moines. | 


show May 12 to ask whether there 


/ Was a Woman in the house who could 


'be hired as a cleaner. 


new officers of the Orpheum Theatre | 


Corp. of Omaha. ; 

The Orpheum, a 3.000-seater. is the 
ace house of the Tri-States circuit 
of Nebraska. Iowa and Illinois thea- 
tres. It was’ built by the Orpheum 
Circuit in 1927. and took the place of 
the old two-a-davy Orpheum conduct- 
under the old Martin Beck re- 


gime. For several years it has been 


a bone of mild legal contention now 
land then, but is now séttled down to 
|permanent ownership. 
| 
Quite a Billing 
Atlanta, May 16. 
| Loeal film salesmen formed here 


Urbain. nabe. totally de- | 


and adopted the imposing name of 
the Atlanta Column of the Motion 
Picture Colosseum of America. Mem- 


bh s esti- | bers are movie peddlers attached to 
mated at $42.000, with $24,000 in in-|! 


manager, | 


Tri-State Theatres Corp. is now | 
firmly ensconced in the Orpheum. | 
jis ace house for several vears, but 


All outstanding stock of 
the Orpheum Theatre Corp. which 
owns the Orpheum building, has 
been purchased by Tri-States. inelud- 
ing furnishings. part of the site and 
Jeaseholds on other parts of the site. 
Announcement to that effect was 
made Saturday (13) by Leo McKech- 
neay, treasurer of the corporation. 
The Orpheum corporation was or- 


it is now. 


ganized when the bondholders ac- 
quired the property through the 


decision 10 years ago. It 
theatre to Tri-States. The 


court’s 
leased the 


property has been operating under a | 


voting trusteeship tor that length of 
time, trustees being Sigmund Stern, 
Kansas City: 
neapolis: E. G. Platt. St. Louis, and 


D. F. Gruenhagen, Min- | 


Atlanta exchanges. which aistribute 
to Southeast. 

Group held its first social gather- 
ing last week at Henry Grady hotel. 
at which time W. G. Carmichael was 
named prez. F. H. Rudolph, chair- 
man of board, and,Frank W. Salley. 
V.p. B. Butler was chairman of 
banquet committee. 

Ernest’ Regers, Atlanta Journal 
and ex-screen critic, was 
toastmaster, Dr. Herman L. Turner, 
pastor of Covenant Presb)terian 
Church, spoke to new organ:zauon. 


|/and Hazel Poss, Atlanta soprano, en- 
where the hold was never as firm as} tertained. 


| 


| Park, Buffalo suburb. this fall. 


Brett Leaves Shea's Buffalo 
Buffalo, May 16. 

William Brett, house manager 
Shea's Buffalo since opened in 1926. 
has resigned. Car) Rindcen, mana- 
ger Shea’s Kenmore, succeeds him. 
Brett will open a theatre in Orchard 
Art 
manager 
Kenmore, 


former assistant 
takes over 


Boldt, 
Great Lakes, 


'and Bob Mordock leaves North Park 


to be assistant manager at Lakes. 
Dick Collins Upped 
Elmira. N. Y.. May 16. 
Richard Collins. assistant Warners 
Ritz, Albany, promoted to manage 


New York Theatres : 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 


New High Mark in Warner 


Entertainment... 


“The Adventures of 
MARK TWAIN” 


Starring 
Fredrie Alexis 
MARCH SMITH 
proaoway at sist st. HOLLYWOOD 


PAKAMOUNES 


“GOING MY WAY” 
With BING CROSBY 


In Persen 


SPIVAK and Band 


CREAR 


Times - 
quere 


In Person 


hu Sereen 


Thurs.. May 18 Jack 

"LADY IN | Pepper 

The DARK" Peggy 

ie In Technicolpr! Fears 

Ginger Rogers) BLOCK & 

| Ray Milland | SULLY 

“PIN-UP GIRL” 

A Wth Century-Fox Pictare 

Pius A wth Ave. 

ROXY 


| 


John Garfield @ Pau] Henreid 
Sydney GREENSTREET - Eleaner PFARKER 


| In Warner Bre Her 
“BETWEEN TWO WORLDS” 


IN 


PERSON 
The U. &. Presents 
TARS and SPARS 


featuring VICTOR MATURE 


BROADWAY at 47th ST. S T R A N D 


Coast Guard 


CONTINUOUS 
DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. 
POPULAR PRICES! 


MUSIC HALL 
“The White Cliffs 
Of Dover” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


RADIO 
ciry 


CHARLES 
E 


Under Dir 


PHIL SPIT ALRY 


B'WAY & 


‘PALAC 47th St. 
“SHOW BUSINESS” 


Eddie CANTOR - George MURPHY 
Joan DAVIS - Naney KELLY 


Breakoff to 
broadcast the plea for a cleaning 
woman came midway in the reel. 
All the smaller houses here are 
finding it especially difficult to get 
mopup and other service help. 
Odeon Absorbs Group 
Regina, Sask... May 16. 
Rothstein Theatres, Ltd., in Sas- 
katchewan have joined the Odeon 
Chain. S. Rothstein, manager of the 
Olympia, Assiniboia, transferred to 


Winnipeg, and Forest Plumb, mana- | 


ver of the Roxy, Yorkton, succeeds 
him. William J. Johnston. Wilkie. 


| Sask., has taken over management of 


| has 


the Roxy, Yorkton. 


Harris May Be GOP Delegate 
Pittsburgh. Mav 16. 
Frank J. Harris, president 


district for delegate’s berth to GOP 
convention. Harris is former state 
senator. 

Camp O'Connell, operated by local 


Variety Club every summer for un- | 


‘Continued on page 47) 


Dietz's Elaborate 


Air Bally for M-G 


Howard Dietz, v.p. in charge o 
advertising and promotion for Metro, 
set up a radio time-buying 
schedule, tieing in with exploitation 
of current releases on a national, 52- 
week basis. Dietz has lined up radio 
outlets in virtually every key city in 
the U. S., operating on a fixed an- 
nual schedule, instead of’ on a pic- 
ture-to-picture basis. 

Latest extension 
Metro comes on the 
cently announced 


into radio by 
heels of the re- 
Screen Test 


new 


| program which gets under way June 


| 12 over 


| to local theatre bookings with the aid | 


| stations 


| land, Columbus, Denver, Des Moines, | 


Minneapolis, Nashville. New Or- 
| leans, New York, Oklahoma City, 
Omaha, Philadelphia, Portland, | 


the Mutual 
buying schedule 
breaks, one-minute spots, 
five and 15-minute 
variety shows and 
broadcasting time. 

Some of the commercials will be 
used to draw advance interest, while 
others will be devoted 
selling coordinated with local Metro 
playdates. 

Material about the pictures to be 
featured in the broadcasts will be 
handled out of N. Y. and correlated 


time- 
station 
specialized 
sports and 


net. The 
covers 


news, 


other 


io 


of the Metro exploitation staff and 
Loew's Theatres. 

Included in the Metro lineup are 
in Atlanta, Baltimore. Bos- 
ton. Buffalo, Charlotte, N. C.. Cleve- 


Detroit. 


H tan 


Pa., Hartford, 
Kansas City, 
Los Angeles, Louisville, Milwaukee, 


Harrisburg. 


Indianapolis, 


Providence, Raleigh, Reading. Rich- 
mond, Rochester, St. Louis, Salt Dake 
City, San Antonio, San Francisco, 
Schenectady, Seaitle, Spokane, Syra- 


| cuse, Tulsa. 


Midelburg’s Fetes Key 


M-G’s 20th Anni Selling 


Charles A. Midelburg, Metro's 20- 
Year Showman who now on the 
Coast as a guest of the company, will 
be given a testimonial luncheon at 


is 


he Ambassador hotel. Los Angeles, | 


today (Wed.). Exhibitors from the 
Pacific Coast area will attend. with 
George A. Hickey, Metro western 
district manager, presiding. 
Meantime. total number of the- 
atres pledged to play an M-G pic- 


ture during the company’s anniver- 
week, June 22-28 has now 
reached total of 13,293, an increase of 
2.778 theatres in a single weck. 


Saryv 


Indications are that the Metro field | 
force will establish a record for the | 


number of theatres to play Metro 
product. Objective is 17,307 book- 
ings during anniversary week. al- 
though this may not be achieved be- 
cause of conditions beyond the dis- 
trib forces’ control, 


RKO’S ‘GLORY’ PITCH 


RKO has issued a manual of the 


studio’s screen personalities 
who are appearing in “Days of 
Glory.” 


Pages have been perforaied so that 
exhibitors can detach them and use 
ne portraits for lobby display pur- 
poses. 


Harris | 
Amusement Co., led field here in 31st | 


preferred | 


direct- | 


| 


Make Your Own Bed 
jsequences of physical violence and 

‘laugh lines to earry it along at a sur- 

'prigingly fast pace. Peter Godfrey 

i directs to take advantage of the com- 
edy angles, and neatly times comedy 

‘sequence of Carson in the ladies’ 

| bathhouse and preparation of dinner 
by the new servants. 

' “Carson and Miss Wyman team well 
for display of broad comedy and 
mugged as called for by type of 
farce on display. Hale, Irene Man- 
ning and George Tobias 
Strong support. 


Valt. 


Yellow Rose of Texas 


(MUSICAL) 

Republic production and reieuse Siars 
Rogers; features Dale Evans. Grant 
Withers, Harry Shannon, George Cw velend, 
Hob Nolan and Sons of Pioneers. Directed 
by Joseph Kane. Screenplay, Town- 
ev: camera, Jack Marta; editer, 
timelli: musical director, Morton  Seett; 
dances Larry Ceballos. Tradeshown in 
N.Y. May 12, °44. Running time, 69 MINS, 
Betty Weston 

Samm Wet... Harry Shannon 
CApt. JOG. George Cleveland 
William Haade 
Hal Taliaferra 
Indian Pete cee Dick Botiller 
Specialty Singer...... Janet Ma 


{duced Roy Rogers musical. 
.is a strong top-bill contender in all 
situations, 


Rogers is a secret investigator for | old 
an insurance company trying to lo- | 


cate a payroll stolen five vears ago. 
He obtains a job singing on the 
showboat “Yellow Rose of Texas” 
from Betty Weston, whose father was 
convicted and imprisoned for the 
|robbery. When Weston breaks jail 
fo clear himself of the framed 
charge. Rogers helps get the evi- 
dence that traps the real culprit. 

The musical sequences are pleasant 
and well staged, enhanced by some 
| good singing and dancing, and there 
is enough action to satisfy those who 
like excitement in their westerns. 

Rogers acts and sings in his usually 
accomplished style, and Dale Evans 
makes a decorative addition to the 
film with her fine singing and dane- 
ing. while Bob Nolan and the Sons 
of the Pioneers do well with their 
numbers. Rest of the cast is com- 
petent. 


Beneath Western Skies 


Republic release of Louis Gray prodne- 
tion, Stars Bob Livingston and Smiley 
Kurnette: features Effie Frank 
Jaquet and Tom  Tvondon,. Directed by 
Spencer Bennet Screenplay, Albert De- 
Mond and Bob Williams, from original by 
DeMond: camera, Ernest Miller; editer, 
Charles Craft At N. Y. thentre 
week of May Running time, 84 

| MINS 
Jonnny Revere... Bob T Neston 
Frog Burnette 
Carrie Eftie Laird 
yi) reer Joe Strauch. 


With a plot more incredible and 
complicated than most films of this 


iype. “Beneath Western Skies” is a 
sagebrusher that will find tough 


sledding. 
dualer. 

Bob Livingston gets conked on the 
head, resulting in a loss of memory. 
| When told by the crooks that he is 
one of them, he believes them. but 
| they advise him to continue being a 
law-enforcer. Another’ bop. his 
memory returns and he goes to work 
on- the villains, rounding them up 
and regaining the faith of the town- 
ship. 

Comedy support of Smiley Bur- 


Strictly a lower-case 


|nette adds to his laurels, and the 
|other members of the supporting 
cast. including the veteran Effie 


Laird, do their best with the material 
at hand. Sten. 


Los Dos Rivales 
(“The Two Rivals”) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, May 8. 

E. F A production and release Stare 
Luis Sandrini and Hugo del Curril: features 
Alicia Barrie, Aida Alberti, Beri Mors, 
Enrique Roldan, Golde Flam, Alberto Ter- 
ones. Bill Duys, Mario Faig and Dominga 
Mania Story by Arturo S, Mom: adapted 
by KRavon Ilerrera imeéra, Reque Funes 

usic, Alberto Soifer, At Oveun, Buenos 
Aires, Running time, 96 MINS 


| This looks like the Hollywood in- 
| fluence in local production with a 
newspaper story in the U.S. manner. 
, adapted to local conditions. Film has 
;}had an unusual production in that 
|; While two directors worked on it, 
jneither gets credit for actual job. 
| Also unusual is that a number of cuts 
j have been made by local censors. 

_ Story tells of two newsmen, rivals 
in their work and romance but still 
| buddies. They discover a gang of 
| crooks and ransom the daughter of 
/one of the directors. One rival is 
; wounded but recovers and marries 
|the girl he saved. Other weds the 
) sister, Both wind up as directors of 
rival newspapers. 

Action, complications. comedy. ro- 
mance and gangsters are close fo the 


provide | 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 10 Qos 


U. S. mold. Luis Sandrini, a top Ar- 
gentine comic, is good in title role. 
Hugo del Carril, an outstanding local 
tango singer, improves his dancing 
ability in a role that seems tailored 
to his style. Film looks good draw 
for Latin-American houses but not 
for U. S. because of similarity to 


| American films of same pattern. 


Ray. 


The Monster Maker 


Phe Pictures release of Sigmund Neufeld 
production, Stars J. Carrol Naish and 
Rolph Mergan; features Tala Birell, Wanda 
MeKay and Terry Frost. Directed by Sain 


Screenplay, 
Mooney, 


Pierre Gendron 
from original by Lawrence 


ams camera, Robert Cline: editer, 
Hollinook N. Todd. At N. theutve, 
weet of May 9%, ‘44. Running time, 64 
MINS 
ce JI. Carrol Naish 
MAING... Tala Bivell 
Teriy Frost 
Butler... Alexander Doterd 
Dor, Sum Fiint 


The ingredients are there to make 
this a suspenseful horror film, but 
somewhere along the line director 
Sam Newfield got sidetracked. Re- 
sult is another one of those “mad 
scientist” things that wind up on the 
duals, 

This one has J. Carrol Naish as a 
doctor interested in experimenting 


| Republic has hit the boxoffice reg- | with human lives for the money he 
ister again with this handsomely pro- | figures he can get out of it. 


Ralph 


Picture | Morgan, portraying a concert pianist, 


is the victim. qNaish, in his warped 
mind, also figures that, by curing the 
boy, he can win the latter's 
daughter. 

Tala Birell, Wanda McKay, Terry 
Frost and the others in support, in- 
cluding Ace, the dog, find their way 
in and out of the plot despite every. 
thing. Sten. 


Memphis Theatre to Get 


News Direct from Radio 
Memphis, May 16. 

Warner theatre here has made a 
deal with WMPS, Blue Network out- 
let, whereby big news flashes can be 
piped direct to the house audiences 
from radio station. Agreement calis 
for station to flash the theatre on 
world. beating events, with news an- 
nouncements then to be sent direct 


| to house loudspeakers. 


Col. Howard Waugh, zone mana- 
ger, said arrangement is set only for 


| events of historic significance. Would 


launch 


this service with invasion 


news. 


Eric Matthews’ Spot 


Omaha, May 16. 
Fric Matthews, son of the late 


James Matthews, w.k. booking agent 


| of Chicago, arrived last Friday (12) 


to take charge of public relations, 
press and all other publicity and ad- 
vertising for Tristates’ three houses 
in Omaha: the Orpheum, Paramount 
and Omaha. Tristates tried a couple 
of years ago to get suitable man for 
the job but the war kept interfering. 
Matthews will handle all public and 
press contacts here for the local end 


| of the circuit. 


His father once booked the Werld 
(now the Omaha) here, when it ran 
vaudeville, 


WORLD WIDE 
TRAVEL-ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

WAMEDIATELY AVAILABLE in large 
mounts either directly or through 
your insurance broker in leading 
American insurance companies. 
Ask our nearest office for a copy 
of “Travel-Accident Insurance,” 
sent without obligation. # your 
problem is urgent, phone or wire + 
vs for a quotation, 


evierion end insurance circles, PARKER & CO. Ps 
feng Been recognized pienso: 
end foreign insurance. 


PARKER & CO, 
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CBS Newsmen, Agency Reps Huddle CRITIRG TALK UP 


To Work Out Co-on Invasion Plans 


Initial efforts on the 


networks to up cooperation ot 


the handling 


line 


program Sponsors in 


part of thee 


and treatment of invasion coverage 
will be launched today (Wed.) by | 
CBS when network reps and two of} 


their top war correspondents meet ai 
the Waldort-Astoria, N. Y.. 
resentatives of all the 


with rep- 

agencies 
handling snows on the major webs. 
Invitations have gone ovt to the top 
75 ad agencies. 


That the agencies will be only too} 


willing to 
conclusion, 


cooperate is a 
with 


foregone | 
actual consent for | 


the invasion break-in on commercial | 


programs a mere matter of formality. 
With listener interest keyed to a 
fever pitch and the anticipation of 
unprecedented audiences throughout 
and all 

inevi- 


anew 
any 


will 


Ses 
asion, 


programs, 


PETION we 


break-ins on 


tably boomerang to the advantage of | 


the particular sponsor, it’s felt, 
spite the disruption of the 
scheduled program, And CBS is ovt 
to tie uv its clients by convincing 
them that the net's setup on D-day 


de- 
regular | 


coverage will be all-embracing and 


pitched at a scale to attract a maxi- 
mum audience of dial twisters. 
Participating in tne  luncheon- 
discussion period will be Paul White. 
CBS director of public affairs «nd 
news broadcasts; Maj. George Field- 
ing Eliot and Quentin 


Reynolds, | 


along with Bill Fagin, of CBS sales, | 


and other net execs. 


Theres Music In 
The Summer Air 


Preponderance' of 


summer re- 


placement shows with a straight 


musical format, more 


than in any previous vear, is seen 


shaping up for the approaching hot 
months on the basis of 
being set Lack of 
comedy material, both from 
point of talent and writers, 
inability to maintain sock 
on variety formats, is held chiefly 
responsible for the trend toward 
summertime sameness of programs. 

The Heinz switch from “Info 
Please” to semi-classical music, the 
“Radio Hall of Fame” straight mu- 


currently 
stand- 
and 


each of 


Holiday for Plugs 


As an indication of willingness 
of agencies to cooperate with the 
nets to permit for,maximum ef- 
fectiveness on invasion coverage, 
Young & Rubicam, which handles 
many of the top air programs. 


has acreed to forego all com- 
mercial announcements, if ne- 
cessary. for several weeks dur- 
ing the heizht of the Western 


Fiont campaign, 

Huddle today (Wed.) in N. Y. 
between CBS and reps of all top 
agencies is expected to bring 
for h similar pledges. 


General Mills 
To Tie 4 Shows 


nto | Package 


Chicago, May 16. 


Drastic format change in daytime | 
run beginning | 
when four 15-minute General | 


serials ge'‘s its trial 
June 5, 
| Mills shows tee cff on a double-fea- 
‘ture radio arrangement. 
for all performers on the four shows 
to be interchangeable with a name 
master Of ceremonies tying the pack- 
age together. 

Ano her unusual departure is that 
the four shows in the hour- 
long period beginning at 1 
(CWT) over NBC will run for 


!20 minutes each depending upon plot 


noticeable | 


programs | 


good | 
| Light.” 2:00 to 2:15 


standards | 


development rather than the tradit- 
ional 15-minutes each which will 
iuriher tend to mold the four shows 
into one presentation. 

New arrangement was worked out 
between Cafl Wester, Irna Phillips 
and General Mills officials last month 
when the ceréal company signed a 
new five-year contract with Wester. 
Shows that will be aired in the 
package arrangement are “Guiding 
(EWT), “Today's 


i Children.” 2:15-2:30, “Women in 
| White,” 2:: 30-2:45., and “Hymns of All 
Churches,” 2:45-3:00. “Women in 
White” show, on the air for two 


sical stanza, along with the interest 
currently manifest by several spon- 
sors in spotting Jose Iturbi, the pi- | 
anist and conductor, in a half-hour 
show in the semi-classical idiom, are 
all viewed, along with a number of 
other replacement shows. as part of 


the June-to-September radio 


tel 


pat- 


MIX COMEDY, QUIZZER 
FOR P&G 3-HOUR STRIP 


May 16. 
audi- 


Holly wood, 
Mixed strip of comedy and 
ence quiz on a half-houi 


the Blue network was auditioned at 


years replaces “Light of the World” 
vhich moves over to CBS June 5, re- 
placing Kitty Foyle. Latter goes off. 


‘Bonus Parade’ Readied 
As Show Biz Springkoard 
For Discharged Gls 


A i program presenting dis- 
harged servicemen possessing en- 
tertainment ability, with idea of ob- 


band over | 


film 
been 


taining radio, stage or 
ments tor them 
submitted for sponsorship to 
prospective clients by the National 
Concert and Artists Bureau. Tabbed 
“Bonus Parade,” the stanza will fea- 
ture a cash prize ‘equal to the dis- 
» bonus paid by Uncle Sam) to 


engage- 
has recorded 


and 


char: 


the vets who audition successfully or: 


| the show 


NBC last week by Walter Craig, ra- 
dio director of Benton & Bowles 
Innovation is for Procter & Gamble | 
(Crisco, Ivory Snow), which has 
bought the five weekly half hours 
for airing from the Coast at 9 a.m.} 


beginning July 3. 

Three days would be devoted to 
Cliff Arquette’s “Glamour Manor” 
and the other two to 
show similar to 
Sardi’s.” Charles Dant directs music 
for the string and Bob Haymes will 
be featured vocalist if he is deferred 
in the draft. Blue network’s policy 
against strip serials prompted Craig 
to experiment with the new format. 


N. ¥. Cafe Doubles Time 
Musical 15-minute program on 
WJZ, N. Y., Sundays at 12:30 p.m., 
sponsored by the Brass Rail, Broad- 
way eatery, will expand to full half- 
hour starting May 21. 


Stanza features Chet Gaylord, 
Singer, and the Airlane trio. 


an audience | 
“Breakfast at 


transferred to 


as anh 


Bill Slater, recently 
nactive duty after two 
Army Lt. Col., is spotted as grand | 
marshal or “C.O.” of the “Parade,” 
and it’s planned to use a name band. 
Also contemplated is formation of 
travelling stage units made up of 
discharged vets if enough talent is 
uncovered on the air series. 


years 


Parade” is brainchild of Lou Gold- 
berg, longtime gen. mgr. for Major | 


Bowes. 


Bacher’s ‘Round Table’ 


Bill Bacher, former radio producer 


who has been on the Coast for past | 


year in a production post at 20th- 
Fox, is readying a half-hour once- 
weekly program, “Editor's Round 
Table,” for possible sponsorship. 


Format will comprise an around- | 


discussion by prominent 
and mag editers giving 
the latest news 


the-mike 
newspaper 
their opinions on 
events. 


Plans call | 


p.m, 
10 to | 


“Bonus | 


NEW 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

Number of New York delegates 

} back from the 15th annual Ohio 
| State University Institute for Educa- 
ition by Radio, contending that the 
Columbus confab has 
| usefulness as a constructive force in 
| coordinating educator 
| activities. are advocating the 
tion of an institute in N. Y., 


forma- 
which 


| 
| 
| 
| 


outlived its 


- broadcaster | 


| would be spearheaded by the broad- 


| casters themselves. 


|; Sentiment for the new organiza- 


; tion stems from the feeling that the 
| Ohio Institute in recent years, and 
' particularly this year, was not only 


a poorly managed affair which 


CBS’ $50,000 Research Into Daytime 
Radio Seen Cueing New Apnroach To 


Programming; Frances Wilder East 


Skelton Off Raleigh 


Next Week: No Sub Set 


* CBS is 


putting the 
touches to an exhaustive 
daytime programming, with pare 
ticular emphasis On soap opera toch- 
nique, on which the network has 
spent $50,000 for research. Out of 


finishing 


study of 


Red Skelton aiop off his Raleigh|the study, probably the most com- 
ciggie show after next Tuesday's | prehensive undertoten to date. mav 
(23) broadcast and so far the spon- | evolve, it’s believed, an entire new 

| sors have not secured a replacement. | approach to the problem of day ime 
Comedian is headed for the Army.! programming, with the “soap opera 
Several names have been sub- | “vont” seen headed for drastic al er- 


failed to achieve any objectives per- | 


| tinent to crucial war years, but evén 
| failed to attract any of the top edu- 
cators and administrators who 
responsible for biueprinting aca- 
| demic policies. Similarly the advo- 
cates of a new educator-broadcaster 
| setup express accord with the edi- 
| torial published in last week’s 
,riety” pointing up the dangerous 
complacency which characterized 
this year’s 


clear of the more 
controversial issues. 
Directed at Social Impact 
Those favoring the move of the 
broadcasters to get together, organ- 
;} ize in N. Y. and issue invitations to 
the top-ranking educators and ad- 
| ministrators assert that such a meet- 
éng, in contrast to the Ohio State U. 
(Continued on page 30) 


tempt to steer 
provocative, 


‘Corliss Archer’ Would 
Rather Buck Benny Than 


| 


| . 
Continue in Aft. Slot 
Reportedly dissatisfied with its 
present afternoon time, Anchor 


Hocking. 
cons of bucking 
| Jack Benny, 


moving it 


such 
has decided in 
s “Corliss Archer” 
7-7:30 Sunday-night 
ion of sponsor and 
Weintraub, 
evening 


opposition as 


CBS 


agency 


into the 

slot. Deci 
on account, 
hour, 


conclusion that an 


“Wa. | 


wartime sessions and of | 
what many held was an obvious at- | 


are | 


after weighing the pros and | 
favor of | 


show 


was based on 


'on the 


even with the Benny handicap, is 
preferable to afternoon time. Pref- | 
erence o: Sunday over Saturday is 
also a factor. ~ 

“Archer” moves over from the 5- 
5:30 Saturday afternoon spot to the 


half-hour, June 11, on 
although it won't 
Benny opposition until 


new evening 
permanent basis 


encounter the 


next fall when the comedian returns 
to the air for his new _ sponsor, 
George Washington Hill. 

“Archer” opposition on NBC dur- 
ing the hot months will be “All res 
Hit Parade.” Shifting of William 
Shirer, currently heard in the aaa 
Sunday night CBS spot for & B. 
Williams, into the 5:45-6 p.m. slot 
clears the way for the “Archer” 


transter, 


i; a 


account, 
trict 


however. 


mitted for 


Four Pedlar, Ryan 
Execs Resign To 


Form Own Agcy. 


within the Ped- 
lar, Ryan & Lusk agency setup is 
skedded, with three vice-presidents 
and treasurer of the firm 
tendered notice of resignation. Four- 
some plan to set up their own agency 
within the near future. 

The three v.p.’s checking out of 
PR & L agency are Lawrence L. 
Shenfield, Francis J. Doherty and 
Dona!d Clifford, while Arthur Cobb, ! 
treasurer, also resigned. 

It's understood that the new combo 
will take along the Bristol-Myers | 
represented by “Mr. 
Attorney” on NBC 
“Parker Family” on the Blue. 

Ted Sisson, returned 
day (11) Coast trip. will re- 
main as radio director for PR & L 


Old Gold Nixes Summer 


‘B’way Matinee’ Double 
For Jones Vice Drake 


the 


Drastic shakeup 


who 


{from a 


Because the sponsor of his 
Wednesday night CBS show. Old 
Gold. doesn't want him “all over the 
dial,” Allan Jones won't go in as a 


substitute for Alfred Drake 
“Broadway Matinee” after- 
noon program, when Drake checks 
off the show, June 2. As a 
J. Waitei agency Oi the 
‘Matinee’ account, 
Owens Illinois, are 


replacement 


summer 


Thovipsodn, 
sponsored bs 
looking 

Jones is 
with Frankie Carle’s orch on the | 

Wednesday night program. 
When Drake “Matinee” 
Oklahoma” musical he'll 
Florida for a few 

in on the 

commitment 


around 
spotted 


quits and 
first go to 
weeks rest. before 
checking Coast for hi 
ture 
Reported that Elsa Maxwell may 
the “Matinee” show for a 
Broadway chit-chat spiel. 


pic- 


go into 
daily 


WMC ‘Home Stretch’ Air Series Ends 
Sugar Coating’ of Prod. Problems 


he in- 


Because the imminence of t 


nust dictate a switch of 


from one industry to an- 


production emphasis is put 
'on invasion barges, etc., the War 
Manpower Commission is preparing 
an unusual series of four-minute re- 


other as 


written and directed by Larry Ham- 


Wal 


| corded broadcasts. They will go to | 
stations throughout .the country) 
write the next 10 days. Series, 


mond, former chief of radio and pix 
for the WMC and currently a 
sultant, 
Frank Kingdon, 
by WPB chief 


will feature talks 
| Lawrence Appley, 


Paul McNutt and 


man. 
stance with 
| “We the People” 
McNutt: 
i each of 


Milo Boulton, 


the broadcasts will permit 


con-| 
with additional scripting by | 


the deputy chair-| 
Discs also feature a q. and a.! 
m.c. of | 
firing queries at} 


| 


Thirty-second open end on! 


+ 


station insertion of specific probiems 
particularly pertinent to the com- 
munity. 


recordings have beep 


with more to 


Thus lar Six 
completed, 


WMC steps up its “home stretch” 
program. Unusual aspect of series is 
that the problems confronting the 


producti@n biggies are reduced to 
simplified terms, with no attempt to 
sugar-coat the fundamental points 
of the manpower problem, or real 
underlying reasons for shifts and lag 
in production, ete. It’s all part of a 
complete revision of the WMC's info 
setup following the entrance of Tom 
Curtin and Edward T. Ingalis into 
the administration. New setup is 
also seen stemming from consider- 
able criticism levelled at WMC for 
alleged failure to offer the “full and 
complete story” of the manpower 
problem via press and radio. 


having | 


Dis- | 
and the} 


Thurs- | 


| 


| 


but held 


(estimated): Charlie 


| Despite 


result, | 


| Leave It,” 
Abbott ar 


follow as} 


i due 
had the Fibber 
jdropping ofl 
Ito 30.3 


ation. 

cued to the general motif that 
“dayiime serials are here to stay, so 
let’s build a technique geared to the 
widest mass audience appeal and 
satisiy the U. S. public and the svon- 
sur aiike,” the survey has long been 
anticipated by agencies and clients 
with an eye toward improving the 
daytime serial formula. 

Tied in with the survey is the 
announcement that Frances Farmer 
Wilder, CBS director of education 
for the Pacific Network whose wur- 
themed programs, including che 
“These Are Americans” series, have 
been kudosed via “Variety,” Peabody 
citations, ete., is being shifted to 
N. Y. by the network as coordinator 
of daytime programming. As such 
she'll work with agencies and clients 
in merchandising the femme-front 
research material. 


Hoopers Reflect 
Seasonal Slump 


General 
for the 


slump ir. Hooper 
week May 1-7, undoubtedly 
to improved weather conditions, 
McGee & Molly show 
from 33.2 Cagt report) 
but nevertheless overtaking 
Bob Hope to wind up in first place. 
Hope nose-dived from 345 to 285 
the second spot. 

Vext to Hope, 
points, the Joan 
‘tanza suffered 


244 to 


ratings 


who slumped six 
Davis-Jack Haley 
the largest drop. 
20.3. ted Skelton, 25 
McCarthy, 235.4: 
Benny, 22.4. rounded out 
five in the Hoover sui vey. 
general slump, Fred Allen 
went up to 18.2 to 14th 
sition 

Then followed Theatre,” 
21.8: “Aldrich Family.’ 208 
Haley, 20.3: “Mr. D. A.” and 
Winchell, tied at 20.1: “T 
19.9: “Sereen Guild.” 18.8: 
d Costello, 18.3: Fred All 


18.2: Kay Kyser, 17.7. 


BUNNINGER SHOW 
FORMAT TO Swit 


from 


and Jack 
the first 
land in 


po- 


tadio 


Switch in format on the Dunnin 
Blue network show, Wednesda: it 
9 p.m. is being considered th 
Benay Venuta slated for auditio 
singer before an dience at Ritz 
| theatre N. Y.. Friday night (19) 

Also slated for tryout is or r 
ical bridge 0 fo 
Venuta. et unde baton of Jo 
Gart. Complete ormat ll be 


tried out at the Ritz auditio 


Pepper Out, Lester In 
On Boswell Sustainer 


Buddy Lester, comic currently at 
La Martinique, N. Y., replaces Jack 
Pepper next week (24) on the Blue 
web Connee Boswell sustainer. Sh: 
is spotted Wednesday at 7 p.m. on a 
sudden-death basis, i.e., is 
tosdepart when and if time is 
for sponsorship of another 

Paul Whiteman’s departure (10) 
for film work on Coast moved Joe 
Stopak in as batoneer on the session. 
He'll maestro this week and next 
with the web musical director slated 
to resume on the stanza May 31. 
Teddy Dale subbing for Whiteman 
on Sunday night “Radio Hall of 
Fame” shots. 


skedced 
sold 


show. 


— 


| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
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Sked Clogs at CBS and NBC Cue 
Blue’s Offers to Expert Producers 


Blue network has started lining up* 
program producers and idea-men 


NAB, Petrillo Head For Major Scrap; 
Claim Squeeze 


| 


from other webs, with equitable coin 
offers and “go-ahead” enticements 
on program ideas as the lures. 
Beginning of the “rubber band off 
the bankroll” campaign at the Blue 


was the signing of Martin Andrews 
to the production staff from NBC. 
Other production and stanza idea- 


men are due to be added to the Blue | 


siaft from now on in, as wed execs 


look ahead to postwar plans calling 
for new studios and offices and a 


strong program-building drive. 
Producers on NBC and CBS are 
to moving into new spots 
those being dangled by the 
contention being that, 
networks being prac- 
ana with little op- 
shows of their 
“clock- 


not averse 
such as 
Blue, their 
with former 
tically sold out 
portunity open to sell 
own, they are nothing but 
currently. 

Deal which the Blue is 
includes a salary plus top 
producers who package shows that 
iltimately are sold. This deal holds 
true at othe but producers 
point out that they are stymied be- 
cause of lack of air time, and the 
Blue is one of the two networks left 


holders” 
offering 


webs, 


which has plenty of good air time 
for sale 
They also point out that Blue 


packaged shows when sold, 
ihe services of the producer 
helped put the stanza together, and 
couple of other guys. The 
incentives at the Blue have 
producers and idea-men thinking 
things over in N. Y., with not a few 
shifts expected to result. 


not a 


added 


Biows Summer 


Penicillin Shots 


Skedded shift of Schenley’s 
“Cresta Blanea”’ radio account from 
Veintraub to BBD&O, June 1, has 
been deferred until fall. When the 
Alec Templeton-Morton Gould mu- 
sical show, heard Tuesday nights via 
CBS, bows out for summer May 30, 
1? weeks will be turned over to 
Biow agency 


ner program 
in format to plug 
production of penicillin in 


ional campaign. Exact 
wture immer series not yet 
seiile ilton H. Biow, agency 


vast Working out de- 


fees for | 


include | 
who 


for a penicillin cam- | 


calls for a} 
i trustees were not fearful of the new | 


Formfit Show on Mutual 
To Preem on July 2 


Formfit has the 6:45-7 
p.m. Sunday starting 
July 2, with 
set, Deal calls for 


purchased 
Mutual, 
irrently 
tauon 


slot on 
format 


a 67-5 


heard 


Reader's Digest 
Told ‘Hands Off 
By Town Hallers 


Insistence that a 100% 
policy on the part of 


hands off | 
the sponsor be 


met and maintai was a cardinal | 
jtenet Jate yesterday when | 
the Town Hall, N. Y. board of trus- | 


tees met and accepted the 
contract offered by Reader’s Digest 
for sponsorship of “America’s Town 
Mecting of the Air,” longtime Blue 
network sustainer. Deal starts Sept. 
7 on 173 Blue outlets for full hour 
each Thursday at 8:30 p.m. (EWT). 

Trustee Norman Thomas declared 
he was voting to accept offer al- 
| though opposing, as a matter of per- 

sonal policy, sponsorship of any 
publie forum radio shows. Pressure | 
from the network to accept the | 
| Reader's Digest offer was “great,” 
Thomas said. But he agreed there 
were certain advantages to a com- 
‘mercial ticup such as being 
in the time spot on a full web basis | 
and insurance that show will not 
fece possibility of being yanked be- 
‘ause of an attractive offer for the 
network time it occupies. 

Decision to accept sponsorship, un- 
| doubtedly will cue speculation on at- | 
| titude of other webs towards sale of | 

controversial publie affairs pro- 
| grams. Some observers already are 
predicting that Reader's Digest deal 
will pave the way for similar sales 


| by NBC, CBS and other broadcasters | 


| despite their current policy and that | 


discussion of | 
‘sial subjects on the air. 
said he and the other 


opposing time sales for 
; controvel 
Thomas 


arrangement despite certain accusa- 
tions levelled recently against Read- 
er’s Digest policies. 


is €xplicit that the sponsor is to 


tail Penicillin show will originate | "@Ve control] whatsoever over the 
thnere. I see no reason why there 

Reported that when “Carnival” | Should be any particular difficulty 
reiurns, Sept. 5, under BBD&O ban- | with Town Meeting as a sponsored 
ner, Morton Gould orch will be ,*"0™: Thomas declared. Whether 
dropped from feature spot held this | the public will continue to accept it 
past season and, if retained, will be | #5 8 complete independent forum, 
vised as supporting feature only. Un- of course, can only be determined 
known at this time whether Temple- | #fter several sponsored sessions have 


te will remain on show when it re- 


Julia Sanderson Show 


Off (26), Sponsor Subs 


‘Woman’s Jury’ From Hub 


been aired and mail 
from is analyzed, 

Reader's Digest reportedly is con- 
| 

| 


response there- 


sidering use of back page to plug 
iis show which would give the Blue 
and “Town Meeting’ about 9,000.000.- 
miniature billboards making inter- 
national rotnds once month. 
|BBD&O handled the account for 
Reader's Digest. 


Georze V. Denny, Jr. will con- 


+ Washington, May 16. 
NAB board of directors, in session 


, here last week, voted to slug it out 


being | 
hook- | 


39-weeks | 


frozen 


of the National Ass'n of Broadcasters | 


“If the contract | 


EVELYN KNIGHT 


Greetinos All and li-De-Ho— 
'Evelun Knight's on the Falstaff 
Tom 
‘hat’s the Falstaff Beer 
Monday, Wednesday 
dav, Blue Network. Other radio ap- 
pearances inelude Million Dollar 
Band, Brondway Matinee and Philco 
Radio PHlall of Fame. Also featured 
currently at New York's Blue Angel 


program, 
and Fri- 


Kenny Baker to Replace 
| with James C. Petrillo on the AFM 
Groucho on Pabst Show | chieftain’s proposal to use union mu- 


Kenny Baker becomes the summer | sicians as pancake turners in radio 
replacement June 17 for Groucho | studios 


Marx's Pabst beer show, and then The situation. which now confronts 


continues on into the winter with | nearly every broadcast station in the 
the comedian. count. y, looms as just as big a scrap 
Over the summer, Baker and Rob- | as the one with the recording and 


| transcription companies. 
The NAB directors urged al] sta- 


from 
singer | 


ert Armbruster will carry on 
Hollywood, which means the 


drops out of “One Touch of Venus,” tions to resist demands that AFM 
Broadway musital, June 1, | musicians serve as disc jockeys, and 
promised their full support in the 

j battle now in the preliminary skir- 

‘ 9 'mish stage. In an article in the 
S otli ht Beam International Musician, organ of the 
| AFM. Petrillo estimated that up- 
‘wards of 2,000 musicians could be 


|be placed in radio stations as pan- 
cake turners. 

The NAB sessions had before the 
correspondence from a number of 


| broadcasters objecting to the Petrillo 


and peeerding for Decca Records. 


| Management: | 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 


BBC Nixes Sale 


OF Co-op Quiz 


Agency activity directed towards 


; possible sponsorship on this side of 
introed 
BBC-Blue 


Saturday 


| the recently 
| Quiz.” 


| recorded 
| 


network co-op 
daytimer, has 
| terminated because the English web 
Previ- 


| 
| 
“Transatlantic | 
| 


has nixed the proposition. 
ously 
| scheme might be worked out to sell 


the show as a straig 


| Blue 


{for greetings to 


| curity, 


| 
it had been thought that some | G.I.’s ahead of time so network offi- 


ht Blue program | notify families to tune in. 


From Overseas 


squelched before it goes any further. 

The NAB directors figure that 

(22) Petrillo wants to get from the radio 

| stations the money he had 

get through his recording 

was figured out here that the ven- 

eral application af the Petrills 

scheme would cost the broadcasters 
an additional $5,000,000 a vear. 


Starting Monday Coca Cola, 
sponsor of “Spotlight Bands” on the 
web six-nights-a-week, is in- 
augurating a new nightly feature on | 
the 9:30 p.m. shows in which fight- | 
ing men overseas will be beamed in 
their home folks 
and interviews via shortwave hook- | 
ups. 

Deal was 
Army by 


hoped to 
ban. It 


Com |s. Confusing 


War Aims: Durr 


Cleveland, May 16. 
Although radio has brought an in- 
crease in appreciation of 
musie and other good things 
American home, 
according to 
crease in 


out with the 
Al Steele, of the D’Arev 
agency, and network execs. Inter- 
views and spiels from the fighting 
fronts will be handled by Blue news 
correspondents on platters for DX 
rebroadcasts during “spotlight” ses- 
Sions. For reasons of military se- 
points of origin on the tran- 
scribed sessions will be withheld but 
it's planned to flash identities of the 


worked 


Classical 
into the 
it has also brought, 
many critics, an ine 
juvenile delinquency, 
Commissioner Clifford 


cials and coke bottlers will be able to 


| Interviews also will be piped into 


} : J. Durr of the 
which would have eliminated the wir ‘Maye 
| service camps and war plants in this, FCC told members of the Radio 
BBC non-commercial stumbling ;}country from which most of “Spot- | Council of Greater Cleveland at 
| block. | light” sessions are broadcast, No;their annual May breakfast last 

| 5 + Jor. | we 
| Decision not to allow sponsorship | 4ttempt w ill be made, ‘ 
of the Russel Crouse-Kit Morley-Col., | Stood, to choose publicized heroes for The radio industry, said Durr, is 


David Niven-Prof. D. W. Brogan | the shortwave interviews, idea be- | telling about the COrIDUOn 5 Is 
iq. and a. ties in with BBC’s stead-|ing to give the ordinary, everyday | making toward the uniting of the na- 
lfast policy and also puts them in | G.I. Joe a chance to talk to his folks | tion behind the war program. But 
position of “sponsoring” the session | and relate some of his experiences. at the same time, with a distressing 
themselves. This, it’s conceded, | Sponsor plug will spot the Blue | lack of discrimination, pe IS POrreicse 
lgives BBC added prestige with | Overseas mikes at the “camp “coke ling its advertisers to arouse our 
| American audiences as many in the | Stand” from which broadcasts orig- | TUest emotions and then exploit 

of the he st co-ops in which the W ill the he asked, 
Anglican net has participated over | ee ee ee 
"aie } WMCA LINES UP STOUT fice, or will we come to feel about 

the show for the summer, with -pos- | ON D.C SEDITION TRIAL ~— a 

that Pecan | Thanks to listeners’ complaints 


WMCA, Nathan 


Straus owned N. 
Y. indie, 


is trying to set up special 


ograms, 


our children, he said, do not have 


orwin Puts Off Coast trom Years ago, But he warned that 

|Stout as reporter-commentator on | 

Trek Until Baton Waver |daily happenings at the Federal 

; Court sedition trial of 29 defendants. 

Hermann Can Get Away Understood Stout is all lined up dramatic performances —— 

for the stint with main question be- Durr declared he 

Because of a hitch encountered in| ing how to clear time. - WMCA con- why a hee 

setting musical arrangements on the/sifered subbing Stout for the 6:45 

Coast fo: s Tuesday night CBS |p.m. Steve Ellis sports show. but he 

series, Norma Corwin stays east | latter, it's understood, has caught on soan Rey 

for at least two additional weeks.!and station sales staff has brewery |. are 

Corwin Originally was skedded io prospect interested in sponsorship | the — 
| shove off tomorrow (18) with the| Ellis preemed chatter program for 

jinitial Coast presentation, “Tel | Esquire shoe polish at start of local 


Aviv,” starring Robert Young, slated 


baseball season but sponsor dropped | 


JOE BIGELOW GETS 


Julia Sanderson's once - weekly | tinue to occupy moderator’s chair for last w eek, feeling that sports | 
half-hour afternoon program on Mu- the Thursday ghters which are | ‘ = pans, in product. | ADDED JWT DUTIES 
“Tel Aviv on from N. Y., with 
tual, goes off the air on May 26. Pro- | rounding eut nine years on the air. Young being lined up for a futur 
pram. heard in the 1:30-2 o'clock slot. Sponsorship of the show is set up | Joe Bigelow is skedded to move up 
has been sponsored by Nature's | through the Blue with the mag buy- seaecnatts Paustian aaiel ait Ber- Malone Exit Means from scripter to pitch in on direct- 
Remedy ‘Lewis-Howe Co.) since last it as a package from the wef? and ing radio writing for J. Walter 
Dec. 1. iting checks to cover time, produc- | the muaies bie aaa ai = Blue Daytime Shuffle Thompson agency, taking over some 
Sponsor nstea ‘ king talent, ete Town Meeting” fi- “To bi duties for Bob Colwell, v.p., during 
“American Woman's J t cial arrangements are all through | deine of Departure of Ted Malone, m.c., on latter's absence. 
ing fre WNAC. Boston, 15- te e network with no direct sponsor $0 the Blue’s “Yankee Doodle Quiz,” off Colwell is on leave to the 
progral ‘ ently sust ne, ieee accore Denny. Legal | (Memo) at Day) : i‘. ——— 4 On an overseas war correspondent | going overseas soon to work under 
e-boart eX Hall and the Blue | assignment for the network, caused| CBS prexy William S. Paley, now 
weel ‘ Remec vy on deal covering the show,! the dropping of that show and the attached to General Eisenhower's 
‘ he Tuesd and TI R ore an staining, Pal WYLLIS COOPER T0 | shift of “Money-Go-’Round.” to the | headquarters. * 
‘ ce five-Vear term, | 10-10:30 a.m. slot or Saturday morn- | 
Meeting” hits the road June | ings starting last week. H T k 0 
cece broadeasts from | COMPTON FROM NBC On May 29, when the RKO-spon- ummerts a e ver 
CINCINNATI ENQUIRER OQ. Minneapolis, Waterloo, | weytis Cooper head of the devel-|S0red program, “Hollywood Star | ‘V lig 
R Il. and = other midwest | onment division in the NBC _ pro- Time” goes full network in the 315. aliant Lady June 5 
MAY PURCHASE WSAI - es 1 al dest nalgn Cali- gram department, resigned his posi- 3:30 p.m. slot, “Appointment with | A shift in agencies from Knox- 
nis Cneecied yet where first tion effective Monday (15) to join| Life” will move to the 3:30-4 P.M. | Reeves to Dancer Fitzgerald and 
Broade: , onsored she wl originate next the Compton agency as program | slot, and “Ethel and Albert,” now in Sample on the General Mills “Va. 
Cor; perators of WLW 5 I supervisor next Monday (22). the 3:45-4 p.m. niche, moves to 4-4:15 |liant Lady” CBS morning serial 
Cincinnat e nex g = He scripted nany top shows, and/ p.m. Mondays through Fridays. moves production of the stanza over 
WSAI ord ‘ ‘ t signs Three Sisters was writing the “Arthur Hopkins| Same date (29), two kid shows to the Frank and Anne Hummert 
FCC ruling gove g « ‘ t The Thiee Sisters, vocal team) Presents” program when he bowed | swap time on the Blue; “Hop Harri-| DF&S affiliate, Air Features, Ine. 
ship. Outt applied to the FC eard ti ng on CBS this past! out. Cooper also was recently active | gan,” in the 5-5:15 niche, moving into | “Lady” will remain in the 10-10:15 
for a time extension in order to com- ver ed by Universal for a min- | in NBC tele. the 6-6:15 p.m. slot now filled by | a.m. slot with a repeat at 11:30 a.m. 
plete negotiations, of three pictures yearly, first} Cooper's Compton connection was 


Cinev Enquirer. only daily in the 


chore being an Abbott and Costello 


ithout a broadcasting outiet. f 
Pas the inside track ougl Gals brovdeasts will --emanate 
perted that Wall S sent interests also from Coast Guring screen assign- 
are in the running. greene 


preceded several weeks 
Lewis H. Titterton’s transfer from 
NBC to the agency. Latter was 
|head of web scripting staff at the 
time. 


ago by 


“Terry and the Pirates,” with the, 


| First Hufhmert airing will be June 5. 
latter show moving up an hour, | 


Joan Blaine, longtime lead on the 
program, bows out and the Hum- 
Kansas City—Jean Hoare upped to| merts now are auditioning for a re- 
continuity chief at KCKN, night-! placement. Writing staff also is be- 
time Mutual outlet here. 


| ing whipped together. 


| 
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SQUABBLE 


NBC Passes Up Chance to Prove Tele | AN MEN. AGENCIES Television Seminar Gets Under Way 
Case By Putting On Studio Shows 


KNOCKING AT With Fly, Trammell, Dr. Goldsmith 


TELEVISION 23 | 


+ 


| 
Despite strong NBC support of + € * First session of the Radio Execue 
current television standards wi By DON WALSH 7 . Ives ub television seminar takes 
statements being made that the pub- Hush-Hush Tele Show eievision Keview place tomorrow night (18) in Strdio 
lic will accept video in its present Unannounced tele show was ond talevisie GA, RCA Bidg.. with FCC Chairman i 
stage of development, the network, broaadcast Saturday (13) after- | James L. Fly; Niles Trammell, NBC 
it was learned this week, has no im- 2.9.9 . rs of th ome dead andy Dr. Alfred N. Goldsmit} 
it was to prove its case by for members of the | video lacks the elements of perfec- | “THRILLS AND CHILLS 
interstate and foreign commerce tion needed for commercial success ; With Doug Allan and Burton Holmes] S!ated for speeches. Series of i 
) going on the air with live programs committees of Congress. Most has extended into the agency and | Preducer: Doug Allan mectings has been lined up by REC | 
| NBT, N. Y. le receiver , Director: Walter Swen yrez Murray Gral and his sem- 
trom W tele receiver owner: missed the client field. But apparently it has not Director: Ww alter enson in | ‘ fur i} Grabhorn and his sen : 
| False alarm, circulated last month unpublicized show put on by cooled off interest which, in the past | 30 versace Sunday, May 7, 9:50 p.m, Inar committee. fl 
when the web opened its tele studio RCA and NBC to show the legis- few weeks. has mounted steadily in, wexwv-DuMont. New York wht 
to present FCC Chairman James L. lators. who were visiting the these quarters general intro to course for which 
Fly in a prolog to a film, had NBC RCA laboratories at Princeton, chills this outstanding engineers, programming 
ready to resume a live show policy. N. J., the efficiency of the RCA ae tg oe t Porta ei hggrectbinrn interest was sustained throughout by | o"* production experts have been 
Personnel shifts announced around tele transmission system. a of traveles lined up for weekly appearances 
} sers agencies for their st “Olle Aioust 9 
that time, which apparently Unannounced program  fea- others Burton Holmes. who described se-} h Augus t 24. 
foundation to the reports, it seems tured Zero Mostel and Nan beli r t! by sone aie int . “ vai quences in an instructive film of hi Next two sessions ,(25) and June 1, 
now, were made merely with an eye Merriman — lat get ing ” o te ic now journey on the island of Bali several| Ue In with current tempest rag ng . 
to the future ; is the smart thing to do. Attitude in| years avo -' over CBS's recent declaration of pole 4} 
( : sv. : bed baal } ; 
this group seems to be—let the en- Even thought it was Holmes’. icy ar l Mav 25 lec } 
aint i af- ugh it was Holmes | icy on post-war video. May 25 lec- 
Inability to e gineers. scientists and the FCC | initial appearance before the tele-| ture will be on problems fa: ing tele 
fers for the video Gept, is 4 Straighten out this channel! and fre- vision cameras, the veteran lecturer! jn way of standards and allocations j 
reason for ~~ ~~, u lont- PenCIES quency business but, in the mean-| conducted himself in authoritative | and June 1 session has been tabbed 
policy is not to resume studio shows time, let us get busy on program-| style. Doug Allan, producer of! for discussion of viceo beraysiige ; 
until it’s possible to meet or better ming and commercial techniques. = | “Thrills and Chills,” was along just) is. today and wh: ian dine | 
quality of shows put on before Pear! 7 ‘ for the ride on this stanza. Holmes| !t¥ today and what may be expected | 
Harbor and the tele toppers hold One major agency, unable at the! taking over when the reel started | im one, two and five years. 
that trained technicians, cameramen OS ar om present time to obtain attractive unwinding. Film was exceptiofially | Othe: seminar subjects range from } 
ren are needed to mneet this stand- time blocks for several clients anx-! clear with sound track of genuine | tele’s effect on radio. legit, films and t 
the web payroll, it’s pointed out, are n position oO j Clal es and impact on the 


production staffs in the television | Sten. 


being used on projects related to the 
war effort, short wave operations, 
construction of DX outlets for the 
Government, etc. 

Odd aspect of the case is that CBS, 
vociferous in its claims that today’s 
tele just won't fill the bill, neverthe- 
less went on the air two weeks ago 
(5) with a two-hour studio show and 
plans to continue these over WCBW 
on a weekly basis, Friday nights. 


picture is pointed up by long range | 


plans outlined this week by Du- 
Mont. New studio facilities on the 
second floor of 515 Madison ave., 
N. Y., are being rushed to comple- 
tion and present studio space on the 
42nd floor is being enlarged and im- 
proyed. DuMont business 
also have been moved to second 
floor. 


Outfit hopes to set sail on the “big- 
ger and better” basis early in July. 


offices | 


being urged by the concerns to put 
on tele shows for them. 
panies, fully realizing that today’s 
video audience means nothing from 
an advertiser's viewpoint. neverthe- 
less are anxious to get into the new 
field. 

They 
to 


advance 
“stake a 


First 


two reasons. 
is claim” in tele 
segments so as to be sitting | 


second has to do with getting hep to 


These com- | 


andi | 
establish priorities on the best time | 
ity | 
when video's commercial era arrives; | 


| 
Television Followup 

| 


CBS got better lighting and. as a 
consequence, a better picture on its 
second weekly two-hour live video 
session Friday night (12) but pro- 
gram was woetully weak from show- 
manship angle and contained little, 
if anything, calculated to keep aver- 
age viewer glued to his receiver. 


entire advertising industry. 

Schudule after June 1 follows: 

June 8—Commercial development 
in next decade. 

15 and 22—Effect 
industries. 

29—-Nature of programs. 

July 6—Studio production 
niques. 4 

3—Types of programs. 
20—Studio design. 
27—Building stations and studios. 
Aug. 3—Public and press relations. 


on established 


teche- 


> studi bei . is xrogramming techniques and know- 10—Merchandising sets; distribue 
New studio being prepared selling by | Quiz finale conducted by Ben Feiner.) tors’ problems. 
ll on e é 0 complete unit with dressing rooms, | M0w Of selling by sight-sound plugs. | Wa. cut from 60 to 45 minutes, which i7—Effect on advertising 
reception room, control booth, stage, Latter phase, many in the in-, helped, but rest of telecast was way | 24—Conclusion add 
etc. laid out compactly and it’s| dustry feel, is being overlooked} short on lively entertainment. 


planned to add more of these units | 


e amid all the sound and fury of the Ned Calmer, on for 15-minute} oS 
Dro Film Sho | as biz warrants. |“higher standards” hubbub. If the news gab to open, fared better under | 
WS Gimmick appealing to agency men! programs themselves are not inter- | improved jighting and handled his urc €S 0-0p 
is plan to be followed by DuMont esting and well produced, it’s | 
Issuance last week (9) by the FCC | wereby individual units will be made | Soned, 1,000 lines, or 10,000 lines, | 
of a commercial television broad-| available on a rental basis to agen- | and all the colors of the rainbow a eg ana jan 8:30 to 10! © 
casting license to DuMont labs for} cies for experimentation, rehearsals | aren't going to save them. Con- | o'clock the WCBW show consisied of ] } £0 
their station atop 515 Madison ave.,! and actual telecasts. As outlined by | versely, smart and entertaining video | Gilbert Seldes moderating a_ post-| 
N. Y., changes call letters of out-| gen. mgr. Sam Cuff, deals with in- | 5tanzas taking full advantage of sight) war military education forum. fol- } ee a ; 
let to WABD. incorporating initials | dependent producers can be made and sound under current operating lowed by a Greg Abbott interview | Televisi - — ~— May 16 
of Allen B. DuMont, prez of the out-| for technicians, cameramen, to conditions will be able to build au-| with an official combat zone photog} , well ed re- 
fit. Heretofore, station has been be supplied by DuMont or, if the | diences and sell sets, many experts and then the quiz. So Say offcta: of 
erating under experimental permit) agency prefers, they may bring in| contend, woulen't be ager, FM | Co., on the basis of 
Change in status will have no im-! as actors, and work in absolute! stand imaginable for improved tele for Tele audiences. come post- tation 
mediate effect on DuMont opera-! secrecy while propping their shows.) pictures, itself is not losing sight of war, won't stand for it, either. 
tions, and no time charges will be; Cuff said enough agency men had the programming question as evi- Donn. 
assessed agencies or advertisers discussed the idea. on a future basis,| denced by the recent reopening of th A 
ing the station. Outlet feels that of caurse. tao make it anparent that: its Grand Central video studios on a D y of Protes- 
setting rates now for time segments, tele production staffs in the agen- full-staff basis. Although limiting oe hegera 7 Sche | ile o pa a 
with less than 5,000 receivers in the | cies post-war will be ¢ommonplace. | live programs to two-hours-weekly, D. » e fp reem te in - pene es is arrat ed by the 
N. Y. area, would serve to put the je pointed out that many service-/ the net makes firm declarations that RGR ant by Nan Ne on, of 
Station is a “class” circulation brack- | men now engaged in radar and sig-| everything will be done to bring te, 
et which would set no comparative nal corps electronics activities will | production standards to the highest pete ‘Bapti t. Luthe! Me no ist, 
Value in setting future rates when pe ripe material for tele staffs upon! possible point under existing limita-| 00 ress 
tele home receivers become com- | their discharge tions, n churches have participated. Sale a 
| monplace Army also did a program, 
Interesting eT ee ae ae In addition, it was learned, Du- | Buenos Aires. Ma ile others by Cathol at ‘ 
rection with DuMont's commercial Mont is considering setting up a ZENITH PREZ HUGHES What was a@escriped a8 the HFSt | groups are planned for the future ; 
| license is prediction by execs that | ‘aiming school for technical men, ’ | Television exhibition for public au- Each church has its pastor and 
programming from the N. Y. outlet BE, Philco, | | dience Latin America drew | choir, or selected members of the 
this summer (when new studios are | >” NBC and other outfits will do | SUPPORT CBS TELE: good potice from press here this choir, in the siudio for hymns. scriv- 
completed) will consist of live shows likewise Shortages tele- | week in show arranged swank j}ture readings, sermons, etc. Church 
exclusively. At present time, work- vision manpower, Cuff emphasized, | Statement yesterday Pues ) oY lagi heac quarters of Automobile Club window backvround set ha heen 
will not be in the technical end. but. F. McDonald, Jr., prez of Zenith ra- |] Argentino on Avenida Alvear. 
ing in only one studio, it’s necessary | > constructed, with steps on which the 
to insert. film shorts while production, gcting, programming, | Glo, we up | More than 200 watched transm1s- | choir can stand for varied camera 
changes are being made. Films, for etc. | CBS in the current sion, originating at Corrientes and shots. 
the most part, supply sustainers for While it's felt in some quarters | | in the heart the film dis- 
| DuMont. that the large nets will make aj! the industry imesmu 1 as Mc- | trict and broadcast DY the Instituto ° 
as a es | strong bid to take over video pro- | Donald and Zenith never have been | Experimental de Television. Tele at Present Being 
, gram productio: and bypass the/tvo hot on video in its present stage ee was carried on two : : 
“4 agencies. DuMont is in no position: 09f advancement scree! each 30 centimetres square 0) ld Th k K b k 
KMBC Realigns Setup attempt such a move, naving no Spea from experience gained | reception was good. verso In S 0 a 
| writing, production or programming overating its Chi tele outfit since ‘i Chicago, May 16 
For FM, Tele Expansion staffs whatsoeve! For this reason’ \f 2). 1939. Zenith takes a strong “Television is coming to ih ont 
anes Othe ee |WABD must rely on agency pro-) yositio: against post-war dual video More Lebensraum For | in a big way but at present I think 
Kansas City, May 16. | giced shows to fill out their post-| operations embracing a system utiliz- | it is being oversold.” Edgar Kobak, 
Broadening of executive staff and! war commercial schedules. ng today’s equipment a! ents vith | BBD&O Radio and Tele veepee of the Blue Network. told 
applications for expansion of facili- | improved transmitters and receivers. | Chicago Federated 
ties fo ‘oadcasting |! ‘ ° | “The investment which proponents Indicative of increased activity Advertising Club at a Hote! Sherman 
NBC Switches Dinner To | of the old sy stem now seek to protect |} expected in television post-war is | luncheon meeting last week, 
A id S fli t would be so injured by competition the move now under way at; ever, when television is ready. we'll 
KMBC, operated by Arthur B. vol eminar ONT | oe the better system that the finger | BBD&O's Madison avenue, N. Y., of-| be ready with the programs.” he 
* Church. Big NBC dinner for junior execs} jn the dike would held but a very | fices where the research, planning, | said. : 
Sam H. Bennett, director of sales| 274d members of net's 10-year club short time, “the Zenith prexy said, | marketing and library divisions are He said the soundest thing hap- : 
for the outlet has been upped to vee- at the Plaza Hotel, N. Y.. originally | adding that public insurance against | being moved to occupy two-thirds of | pening in television today is the fact 
pee in charge of sales for the Mid- skedded for tomorrow night (18) has set obsolecence should be a para- the building’s third-foor recently that advertising agencies are show- " 
' land Broadcasting Co., operators of been moved forward to tonighi| mount issue in deciding tele’s future | leased by the agency. | ing great interest and spending ; 
the station. G. L. Taylor, prexy of| ‘Wed.) so as not to interfere with course. tod Personnel in these departments money in experimenting with pro- 
the Midland Radio & Television) OPENS session ‘Thurs.) of televi- Further adding to CBS's position now is located on the 10th floor | gram ideas and generally preparing 
schools, has been appointed veepee| Sion seminar arranged by the Radio} in the dispute was a statement Mon- | which, after the switch, will be oc- for the day when video will be t 
of the broadcasting company in Executives Club. day (15) by Hoyard Hughes explain- cupied mainly by radio and tele ready for public acceptance. 
charge of the schools division and Conflict of dates was discovered | ing that his video outfit. Hughes Pro. | staffers, Ted Long, former radio Among Kobak’s subjects was a 


technical development. Sidney last week when it was learned Niles | duction, Inc., of Calif., did not, as re- | account rep, recently was named comparison between broadcasting 
Walker, prominent banking exec,| Tramme! had accepted invite te ad-}| ported, line-up with the Television | head BBD&O’s television setup suc-| and publisking and discussion ef ; 


Broadcasters Assn. last month in op- 
posing the “improved standards” ad- 
vocated by Paul W. Kes‘en, CBS v.p. 


dress tele seminar and also wanted 
to attend the NBC function. Result 
was moving up of the Plaza dinner. 


ceeding John Southwell who 
signed to join the video dept. 
Young & Rubicam. 


was named treasurer. Other officers 
of the Midland Broadcasting Co. 
were elected to succeed themselves. 


Te- 
at 


news, commentary and children’s 
programs and other phases of broad- 
casting. 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
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. Executive, Producer - Directed by JOHN FARROW. 
Written by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett | 
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A Letter of Thanks to 


FRED ALLEN 


America’s Most Creative Wit 


From 


‘FALSTAFF OPENSHAW”’ 


Dear Fred: 


I want everyone in our industry to know what 
a swell guy you are and how deeply grateful I am 


for the many kindnesses you have shown me. 


THANKS for coining the name FALSTAFF 
OPENSHAW for my character on your program. 


THANKS for doing wnat no other star in our 
profession has ever done—giving me carte blanche 
to do what I would with Falstaff Openshaw, after 
it had’ become nationally popularized on your 
program. 


‘TITANKS for your most constructive help in the 
tation of my own program for FALSTAFF 
BEER. 


You’re the best boss a guy ever had, and one of 
the finest humans with whom I have ever been 
associated. 


To bring rhymed merriment and good cheer 
Falstaff's on the Blue for FALSTAFF BEER 
Also to help sell TEXACO by the gallon 
Falstaff remains by the side of FRED ALLEN 


* 


The Falstaff Show 
On thé Blue Network—Three Times Weekly 


Wherever 


FALSTAFF BEER 
Is Sold 
* 
Agency: Dancer, Fitzgerald and Sample, Chicago, Ul. 


* 


An Acknowledgment to Charles Hotchkiss for His Collabora- 
F tion in Making the Falstaff Show a Reality 


Thanks to Don Johnson for providing me with excellent scripts 


‘and issued in 16 mm. for specialized | like the strongest candidate for the 
audiences. 


| Legion of Decency May 
‘Stymie Radio Co-op On 


Venereal Disease Fight 
Washington, May 16. " 


Radio may swiny into the Govern- Failure to realize the importance 


ment’s nationwide’ fight against: of radio as a means of education, or 
venereal] disease—and incidently | to take advantage of it, crops up in| 
into a private” fight with the a survey made by the Radio Council} 
Catholic Legion of Decency. of New Jersey of junior and senior | 
KFI is doing a weekly dramatic. high schools in that state. Out of al 
progcam on the subject entitled “The | state total of 273 schools, 254 re- 
Unseen Enemy.” and is expected turned questionnalres. 
that the Advisors Committee on Listening to radio programs was 
Public Education for the Prevention, not a part of class activity for 113 
Venereal Diseases ‘of the U. S. | schools. And 159 schools” didn't 
Public Health Service}, il follow | stress radio as an extra-curricular 
the suggestion recently made to it) activity indicating that most second- 


ary schools weren't interested in the) 
educational value of such things as 
the Metropolitan Opera, New York 
Philharmonic Symphony, “America’s 
Town Meeting,” “Invitation to 
Learning.” and “Human Adventure.” 

Although the Council believes that 
pupils on leaving school will listen 
to the radio more than they'll do 
anything else except work and sleep, } 
only 53 reported having 
radio clubs. 

In 190 school buildings there were 
no built-in public address systems;) 
113 buildings had no portable sys- 
tems. Only 134 schools had station- 

{ary radios, and only 187 had port- 
able radios. Two hundred schools | 


yv Willard Egolf, asst. to the presi- 

of NAB. 

Evolf explained it was hardly a 
matter to be handled through net- 
recommended that the 
be sold 


works and 
local station operators: must 
on that type of program if the job 
is to be done over the air 

Many stations may be willing to 
tackle the job, providing they do schools 
not run into the type of trouble that 
Walter Wanger found. Wanger pro- 
uced the picture “Silent Enemy” 
on venereal disease, for public com- 
mercial screenings. Although the 
subject was carefully and_= soberly 
handled and the film contained a 
prolog by Dr. Thomas Parran, head 
of the U. S. Public Health Service, 


Legion of Decency protested, con- | 
tending this was not a fit subject to | TOMMY DORSEY LIKELY 
20 into entertainment houses. | FITCH R LACEMENT 


Parran acted on the protest and! 
Tommy orchestra looks 


spiked the pic for commercial use. | 
He plans to have it slightly changed 


| Fitch program (NBC. Sundays, 7:30 
p.m.) for the summer. Nothing is 
| definitely set yet, but the situation 


| will be cleared by the end of the 


‘Action on Seven Seas’. 


| Dorsey is currently in Chicago, at 
In WNEW Teeoff 224 inc Sherman hotel, and MCA there | 
va- | handling the negotiations for the 
| Fitch substitute. 


“Action on the Seven Seas,’ 
| riety show with a recruiting mes- 
| sage, will start on WNEW. N. Y.., 
| Monday (22) from the Merchant 


Heyman’s Switch To 
| Marine base, Sheepshead Bay, | 


Brooklyn, in the 9-9:30 p. m. niche. | West Coast for Schenley 


| Stanza, once-weekly, will teeoff on! Sandor Heyman, advertising exec | 
| “Merchant Marine Day.” and will in-| for Schenley Import radio projects. | 
| clude an orch compvised of person-| transfers from the N. Y. office, June 
nel at the base under the leadership} 1, to take up similar duties-for the 
|of Phil Lang, former Morton Gould outfit on the West Coast. Heyman 
| arranger, and others. Sea chants will | will handle the radio plugging of all 
j also be heard. Schenley products with the excep- 

Recordings of the programs will | tion of Roma wines. | 
be made and distributed to other sta-| Shift sees Bill Guyer named ad- | 
tions throughout the country in an), vertising mgr. for the import corp. | 
| intensive effort by the Merchant Ma-| and taking over Heyman's N. Y. |! 
rine to bolster its enlistment drive. | functions. 


Radio School Education Aid Gets 


had portable record-playmeg ‘equip- 
ment: +105 had non-portable 
chines. 

Jersey pupils have participated in 
radio programs, actually on the air 
or in mock broadcasts within school, 
the Council learned, but not many 
teachers have been trained specific. 
ally to handle radio or programs, 
School principals were optimistic 
about the future of radio, and ex- 
pected schools to enter on an ex- 
panded program in this field as soon 
as civilian radio equipment is again 
available. 

But unless teachers know radio 


' and how to use it as an educational 


device, the Council concludes. the 
picture won't become brighter in the 
near future. 


Of the nation’s 3,000 counties, 
Worcester County, the WTAG Mar- 
ket, stands 12th in total egg pro- 
duction. WTAG is a BIG station in- 
side of a BIG market. 


WTAG 


WORCESTER 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
'43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHTNER 


Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 


i 
SCRAMBLE TWO fie 
from the WTAG. 
| cor 
yest rod pare S 
| ,00 \ 426 | 
| pian 213° yor n. 
| | BF pice?’ 
one cel) 8600 ° 
| Tt - 
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COML CAT OUT BBC BAG 


+ 


London, May 9. 
For the first time in BBC’s 21 years 
of existence an official, Govern- 
mental announcement admits pos- 
sibility of BBC switching over to 
sponsored programs post-war, So, at 
ene stroke, all the repeated denials 


ef BBC officials are swept aside— 
end a landmark of incalculable con- 
sequences has been staked. 

Understandably enough — because 
of Second Front suspense—every- 
body here seems to have overlooked 
the full significance of the pro- 
pouncement. Its validity cannot be 
auestioned. It comes direct from the 
Government committee under Lord 
Hankey which is now considering 
whether the BBC charter should be 
renewed when it expires in 1946. 
And ii states consideration is being 
given to the question “whether at- 
vertising programs should be intro- 
duced” in the post-war period. 

Only those in close contact with 
BBC big shots can appreciate what 
2 bombshell has hit Broadcasting 
House. A bare six months ago any- 
body so rash as to predict such a 
revolutionary development would 
have been eligible for psychiatric 
treatment. For the Government even 
to “consider” sponsored programs 
seemed as Wildly improbable as paid 


xdvertisements Hansard (British 
ecuivalent of the Congressional 
Record), Not so long ago BBC 


officials expressed horror at the 
thought of any of the big American 
networks paying cash. for re-broad- 
casting their programs. 

Cued to Subsidy Slash 

For the time being it must remain 
@ matter for conjecture—how closely 
relaied the Government announce- 
ment and W. J. Haley’s promotion to 
the Director-Generalship of the BBC 
may be. Two facts, however, would 
seem to underline the true. signifi- 
cance of the otherwise’ unrelated 
brace of events. First is the recent 
cut of the BBC’s Governmental sub- 
sidy from $50,000,000 to $45,000,000 
for the current year’s operating ex- 
penses. Second is the fact of Haley’s 
background as a newspaper pub- 
lisher. As Managing Director of the 
Manchester Guardian he had plenty 
of practical experience of the vital 
part advertising plays in making the 
wheels go round in any newspaper 
pls nt, 

What advice, if ariy, he has given 
Lord Hankey committee is his, 
and their, secret. But there is no dis- 
eounting the fact of Haley being 
tne first business man to hold down 
the chief job in the BBC. None of 
his predecessors had his qualifica- 
tions, nor could they have been ex- 
pected to realize how interdependent 
quality of editorial matter, bigness 
f circulation, and richness of adver- 
using revenue are. 


4 


the 


Newsweek's New Radio Ed 
Sacartoff is 


She 


Elizabeth new 


ea of Newsweek. 
fiom Time and PM. 
Weekly's radio 


was 


came over 


dept. for a time 


editor-less. 


$7,595 


PER FAMILY! 
That's the 1943 Effec- 
tive 


Buying Income in 
Hartford, as just pub- 
lished in Sales Manage 

ment’s Survey of Buy- 
ing Power. 
WDRC, Hartford 
Conn., for new brochure 
giving complete details. 


USE WDRC TO 


CONNECT IN 
CONNECTICUT 


radio | 


KOA, Denver, Airing 
New G.I. Jobs Series 


Denver, May 16. 


KOA, Denver, is spotting discus- 


sion program dealing with problem | 


of finding jobs vets 
6:45 p.m., 


Panels bring together 


for returning 


post-war Saturdays at 
Denver time. 
serwacemen, educators, business men 
and government officials to thrash 
out problem ana seek blueprint for 
action aimed at finding jobs for 
mustered-out G_I.'s. 

Series is a Recky Mountain Radio 
Council production sponsored by the 
Col. Council of Defense and other 
civie organizations. 


‘LIFE OF RILEY’ ON 
02 WEEKS BASIS 


Chicago, May 16. 
“Life of Riley” will continue 
through the summer and be aired on 
a 52-week basis, it was decided last 


Boston Blackie In As 


* 
‘Amos ‘n’ Andy’ Su 
Hollywood, May 16. 
With Chester Morris in the 
spot, “Boston Blackie” the 


on 


| air for 13 weeks as a replacement for 


| Ziv 


Amos ‘nh’ Andy during the summer. 
Show is packaged by the Frederick 
office. and other members of 


| the cast will be AFRA actors. 


| ducer of Rinso shows. is 


week by the American Meat Insti- 
tute. Move is designed to build up 
show during months when. other 
sponsors are using summer replace- | 
ments and aims to gather new lis- | 
teners. 

Plan is to give William Bendix, 


Star of the show, a two-weck vaca- 
tion and write the script around him 


during his absence. Frank Ferrin, 
radio director of the Leo Burnett 
agency, will leave for Hollywood 


next week to work out details. 


Ruthrauff and Ryan agency, 
still 
ing a summer replacement for Bob 
Burns. 


pro- 


seek- 


Philadelphia. — Robert 
former foreign correspondent and 
lecturer, has been added to the news 
staff of KYW. 


title 


Heckert. | 


“TUGBOAT ANNIE’ TO 
MAKE DEBUT ON AIR 


Blue web currently seeking suite 


able nighttime half-hour spot for 
new dramatic stanza based on Nore 


man Reilly Raine’s “Tugboat Annie” 

tories. Program is slated to go on 
the web once-weekly within the next 
month on a sustaining basis as a 
showcase tor prospective sponsors. 

Norman Winters, the 
radio rights to “Annie.” will produce 
and also did the air adaptation of the 
initial script which swung the deal 
| with network execs. Grace Valen- 
‘tine, radio actress, will play “Annie” 
with Craig MacDonald and Alan De- 
vitt also in cast. ' 


who owns 


FOSTER, OHIO... Fragment of AMERICA 


On quiet waters where the bass abound; 


That Fragment of America down there 


Is Foster. Some Folks, though, recall it best 


As Foster’s Crossing; how that name revives 


Familiar scenes and sounds of years ago! 


The Hoppe’s Island outings every week, 


With Basket lunches spread on shaded grass; 


The inlet, arched with trees, where children splashed 


In knee-deep water, while their elders dared 


The current of the stream; the old iron bridge: 


The mill; its droning falls; the summer camps: 


The little beats adrift at calm of dawn 


The white frame church, its steeple skyward aimed, 


A pointing hand, directing men to God. 


How small this fragment seems! What is its worth? 


No thriving market here, where needs are few; 


Yet, here folks live, and work, and play, and love, 


And wed, and rear their young—for this is home. 


No—FOSTER may not mean an awful lot 


To anyone at all... except, 


of course, 


To folks who eall it home, and always will, 


And folks they welcome in their homes—like us. 


The Nation's Most Merchandise-able Station 
Ei viStOn OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 
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From the Production Centres 


FHSS ALES 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 

Bill Slater, WINS baseball play 
Walter Kidde Co. N. Y., tonight (17) at their Montelair country club 
annual dinner Walt Framer, pep man and asst. production chiet_on the 
EB ue daytimer, “Ladies Be Seated,” went off the show last week. Crooner 
Lee Sullivan also out. Framer continues with production staf¥ of Milton 
Berle’s “Let Yourself Go"...Morton Downey's Friday afternoon sone 
session for Coca-Cola on the Blue has been moved into larger studio with 
audience 

Following on heels of announcement that William J. Thomas, Jr.. man- 
ager of the radio orto 4 bureau of Young & Rubicam, is resigning, 
effective June 1, Michael Bescia alse is checkine out of the same Y & R 
dept. Latter has been with the agency since last October Larry Puck, 
CBS talent scout, leaves May 25 for trip to Coast on web talent quest 

Bruno Shaw, commeniator on WJZ. Saturday and Sunday nights at 11:05, 
al:o heard on WNEW from 7:35 to 7:45 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Siint began Monday (15)....Arthur Lesser. commentator and 
owner of La Vie Parisienne, N. Y. nitery, will fill same niche on WNEW 
Tuesday and Thursday nighis....Mary Martha Briney, soprano, back for 
fourth euester on “Broadway Matinee” (CBS) Friday (19). ...Hugh Conover 
replaced Beinard Dudiey as announcer for CBS's “Amanda of Honey- 
moon Hill” Howard Claney, vet announcer for NBC's “American Album 
of Familiar Music” and “Waltz Time” and for CBS’s “American Melody 
Hour,” has just comnleted one of his most successful one-man shows at 
the Norlyst Gallery....Announcer George Putnam back to his regular 
stint on “Lorenzo Jones” after two-week Florida rest....Mark Goodson 
doubling as producer-editor of new Blue serial, “Appointment With Life.” 
Goodson continues as announcer for NBC's “Front Page Farrell.” 

Eddie Dowling not bowing out of final chapters of “Wide Horizons.” 
Mutual web Sunday afternoon show, but will be piped in from N. Y.. while | 
rest of program, piloted by Casey Jones, will be aired from West Coast.... 
Norman Siegel, Cleveland Press columnist, in town to collect material for 
series of articles on television. 

Joseph L. Brechner, formerly chief script writer and information spe- 
cialist in radio branch of Bureau of Public Relations, War Dept... com- 
missioned a 2d It. in the Army Air Forces last week....Irwin Elliott, 
formerly announcer at WFBR, Baltimore, takes over as emcee on the 
Blue “Kelly’s Courthouse” session, Thursdays, replacing Fred Utall.... 
Warren Gerz, who has been in the Blue publicity department for over 10 
years, leaves to join Young & Rubicam in latter’s Coast flack dept. 

David Kerman, radio actor, has joined cast of the Broadway legiter, 
“Pick-up Girl”....Henry Stampleman, formerly with Warwick & Legler, 
joins the Victor M. Ratner Co. this week. 


IN CHICAGO 


Caesar Petrillo, WBBM music director, has written a new song, “Thank- 
ful’....John R. Livingston, has joined the William C. Rambeau Co., station 
reps. Livingston was formerly on sales staff of WRJN, Racine, Wis..... 
R. E. Jeffers, Director of Public Relations for Russel M. Seeds, left for 
West Coast last week to handle the overseas cigaret plan for Brown & 
Williamson Tobacco. 

Ray Dady, WGN and Mutual news commentator, celebrated his 11th anni 
of continuous newsbroadcasting last week....Benedict Gimbel, owner of 
WIP, Philadelphia, threw a luncheon at the Ambassador East for 50 radio 
and advertisjng execs during his visit here last week....Grace Matheson, 
formerly in the New York NBC Program Development Dept., has been 


-bv-player, addresses emplovees of the 


‘tioned at Great Lakes. ..The Ed Robert 


named to succeed Ruthe Miller as assistant manager of the NBC Chicago 
recording division...,Dave Miller, WGN statistician, is back at work after 


stations: | city. 


: 
a thee months’ absence due to illness ...Jack Paige, WNAX peamotion 
manaver, scheduled as chief speaRer South Dakota Federation of Women’s | 
Clubs, late in May... .Judith Waller, director of public service for the NBC | : es 


Cential Division, and Bill Drips, director of agriculture, Central Division. 


;in New York to participate in bi-thday celebration for Dr. James Rowland e és 
| Anecell mn 

W2'AQ hes extended its signoff timc to 2 a.m. in preparation for inva- 
sion «ovcrace....Alvino Rey, inducted into Navy last month, is now sta- 


have adopted a month old boy | Chicago Muy 16. 


Schacher, commentator, switch- Mutual is planning to expand 


from Si. Vincent's Orphanage the 

es from WIND to May 15 Dick Bra ley, radio p oducer and sustaining paesram structure of the 
heed of the National Broadcastiny, Covp.. has just formed a Racio | retwork with manv 

Arts Junior Playhouse designed *o a chance in racli® and the new 

television Ra'ph S. Davis. NRC Chieoro recording supervisor, to New being specifically designed for 


Yerk on busiress. commercial attention. Miller Mc- 


E. S. Mit'endorf, manager WLOL. M sapolis, for conference: with | Clintock, president of Mutual. said 
the Atlass brothers. ..Herb Futran, producer of the Omar Sovrics, to New following a meeting of the board of 
York ncoxt week for three-week busi trip Dorothy “urmar. for- directors, shaicholders and execu- 
me ly with WGN press depariment, row with Joe Hicks public res ions i tive Geerape of the organization 
office....Weiter MecAlpin, director of Novia American Service of the “! the Drake tivtel last week. Some 
Briti h Erocdeasting Corp., spent a couple of days with manager Newton | ©! ine warts programs will be put on 
of the local office of BBC....Georse W. Weber has joined ithe North | the air ge a: McClintock said, and 
Central Rroadcasting System Paul MeClucr. sales manerer of the NBC additional vended being contem- 
Cer’ Division, and Roy Shiclc. mu. ical director of the Central ! Din vision pleted for tu-ure testing. 


- Also outlined were network plans 
aa von. for invasion coveruge with 24-hour 
operation of the entire organization's 
i'news and special events facilities, 
‘reports from correspondents and 
top-rank commentators, ete. 


in (> *> Jest week for the 75th anni celebration of Urion Pa 
Dun “*neer will @o war bond broadcast from Chicago June 21.. 
Duric. of CPS, leaves next week tor a position in Latin America. 


IN POLLYWOOD .. . 
Chrisiian” At the mecting, Alfred J. Mce- 


Jean Hersholt migrated east for six weeks of originating “Dr. ; : 
and t» look over the shows....“Song Is Born” goes into‘its second cycle | Cosker, WOR. N. Y.. was elected 
chairman of the board: W. E. Mac- 

on NEC ona renewal of Langendort Bakeries Perry Botkin, for many | farlane, WGN, Chi, chairman of the 
vears, “ui.er accompanist for Bing Crosby, makes his debut as a beaten exec. committee: Miller McClintock, 
waver on Goodyear’s new “Musical Roundup” series....Jimmic Ficles hos-| pres. T. C. Streibert,. WOR. and 


‘pitalized for glandular infection, with Truman Bradley reading the grist; Lewis Allan Weiss, Don Lee net- 


by the Fidler legmen....Jack Benny is 8:30 p.m. recorded repeat on Don | work, Hollywood, exec. veepees, 
Lee chain topped his live NBC broadcast at 4:30 by a fraction of a point | J. E. Campeau, CKLW, Detroit, v.p.; 
on the Coast Hooperating....John Forsyth will do his announcing hereon | E. M. Antrim, WGN, exec. sec. and 
from KFI-KECA instead of as heretofore from KFWB....Don Norman | treas., and J. E. Wallen, controller. 
down from Frisco to take over spot sales at NBC from Fred Selzer, who Board of directors includes An- 
ny into the navy as lieutenant, j.g.....KNX lost one of its ace newscast-| trim; Hope Barroll, Jr.. WFBR, 
s, Bob Greene, to the Army... .Bill Spier couldn't crowd Orson Welles | Baltimore; Willet H. Brown, Don 
pose “Donovan's Brain” into one broadcast so he’s doing the next best | Lee; H. K. Carventer, WHK, Cleve- 
thing—making it a double-header, the first “to be continued” in the “Sus- | land; Leonard Kapner, WCAE, Pitts- 
pense” series... United Air Lines dropped off CBS after 26 weeks of * ‘In burgh: Maciarlane, McClintock, Mc- 
Time to Come”....Walter Craig. of Benton & Bowles, put the Maxwell | Cosker. John Shepard UI, Yankee 
summer show on wax with the following principals: Cass Daley, Charlie | Network, Boston; Streibert and 
Kiggles, Diana Lynu, Keenauw Wynn, Carics Romeres and Carmen Dragon's | Weiss The executive committee, 
orchestra. Show is niched for 13 weeks on CBS while Frank Morgan and | elected by the board of directors, 
Fanny Brice take a siesta....Frances Scully on KECA might well be | includes Carpenter, Macfarlane, Mc- 
callec the housewives’ friend. She really lets the price gougers have it|Clintock, Shepard, Streibert and 
and : oints up ridiculously high prices charged for certain articles on the Weiss. 
shop; ing list....Metro’s five-minute spot campaign around the country is | 
assuring grand proportions. C. P. MacGregor is flipping them out like | 


pancakes, 


Joan Dangelizer to CBC 
Ottawa, May 16. 
—< Joan Dangelzer appointed to pro- 
Russell, Shouse Huddle Winston-Salem.—WSJS this month | duction staff, Canadian Broadcast- 
Cincinnati, May 16. /|celebrates its 14th anniversary. It|ing Corp., talks and public affairs 
Frank M. Russell, v.p. of NBC in| started as a 100-watter, now broad-|dept. after a year with OWI in 
charge of its Washington office, hud- | casts on 5,000 watts and has moved |New York. Miss Dangelzer assigned 
dled here last week with James D.| from the top of a newspaper build-|to produce talks for CBC’s English 
Shouse, general manager of Cresley’s | ing to its own 53- ‘acre site near the | web out of Montreal. 
With OWI she handled French DX. 


From battlefields, from posts, 
billets and camps throughout 
the world, . . war veterans by 

the returning to 


civilian life. In their ranks will 
be found men and women with 
weeolth of tclent to display. 
Around them, NCAC has built 
with @ Unique ‘poy off” idea 
|... THE SPONSOR MATCHING 
BY THEY. S. GOVERNMENT! 


“Edwin McArthur says he has found more talent among 
the fighting lods in the South Pacifia than he has seen 
Jn any other place. 


“NCAC says BONUS PARADE is an opportunity for the 


Program-wise sponsor to provide the returning veteran 
chance. 


ADDRESS YOUR INQUIRIES To POPULAR DiVISION— 


NATIONAL CONCERT AND ARTISTS CORPORATION 


OANIEL $. TUTHILL, VICE-PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR 


711 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. PLaza 3-0820 
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1,250,000 Paid Attendance! 


One and a quarter million people have paid to see America’s 
oldest, continuous ... and most imitated . . . radio feature since 
the WLS National Barn Dance moved into the Eighth Street Theater 
in March, 1932. (The Barn Dance itself is 20 years old.) On 
Saturday, May 6, visitor Number 1,250,000 paid his 85c for a ticket 
to this granddaddy of all barn dances. It’s still, after 20 years, fur- 
nishing SRO entertainment units for theaters, fairs and like events; 
most of the entertainers have been featured in motion pictures, and 
in September, Paramount will release a full-length feature picture 
based on the WLS National Barn Dance and starring most of its 
regular talent. 

But to get back to this 1,250,000 paid attendance: it is definite 
evidence of the good will Chicagoans and the people of Midwest 
America have for WLS, a good will that extends also to other pro- 
grams on the station and to the advertisers who sponsor them. If 
you want other proof... proof of results for advertisers... ask 
any John Blair man. . 


Theaters! Fairs! 


Pack your houses! Fea- 
ture personalities from this 
nationally famous radio 


program. Single acts, com- . 


plete National Barn Dance 
units — they’re playing to 
packed houses throughout 
the nation. For open dates 
and acts available, write, 
wire or call George Fer- 
guson or Earl Kurtze, WLS 
Artists Bureau, Chicago. 


REPRESENTED BY 
Jonw Company 


890 KILOCYCLES 
50,000 WATTS 
BLUE NETWORK 


TATION 
D burier 
President 


Manager 


29 a 

| 
| EE 


30 RADIO 


VARIETY 


_ Wednesday, May 17, 1944 


Compromise on Arg. Radio Control 


By State Urged to Forestall Boycott 


Montevideo, May 2. 

Argentine broadcasters, fearful of 
the increasingly strong measures be- 
ing taken by the Buenos Aires mili- 
tary regime, are currently trying to 
convince officialdom that some com- 
promise on the question of state con- 
trol of broadcasting is not only de- 
sirable, 
boycott local stations entirely. 

Citing the already sharp drop in 
listener interest since the military 
straitjacket cut off or _ limited 
comics, radio-theatre, quiz programs, 
listener participation and_ serials, 
broadcasters have gone to Major 
Juan C. Poggi, sub-secretary of press 
and information of Argentina’s Min- 
istry of the Interior, trying to work 


AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


HELD OVER 2ND WEEK 
EARLE THEATRE 
WASH., D. C., MAY 19 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: Willlam Morris Agcy. 


but necessary, lest dialers | 


out some kind of deal that would al- 
low them to function as normal com- 
mercial outlets. 

Pointing out that Argentina broad- 
casting is second only to the U. S. in 
the world commercial ether setup, 
broadcasters suggest that they should 
return to the old method of operat- 
ing on their own responsibility and 
that some kind of local government 
body (like the FCC in the States) 
should be developed to apply sanc- 
tions against non-conformers. 

Essentially, however,. Poggi, who 
currently holds a strong checkrein 
on all broadcasting, insists that what 
is wanted is an Argentine radio sys- 
tem entirely and exclusively Ar- 
gentine, with Argentine directors, 
managers, musicoOs, programs, au- 
thors and nothing foreign—especially 
anything Yanqui. 

Since the U. S. and British adver- 
tisers supply more than 60% of the 
coin to the three major stations, 
question remains as to whether the 
time buyers must also be Argentine? 
Poggi has especially attacked the 
small stations, pointing out that they 
| were rendering no service to the 
| state; nor had they paid anything 


in return for their licenses. 


Spartanburg, 8. C.—William L. 
Smith, Jr., has been made commer- 
cial manager of WSPA-WORD. 
| Smith, recently released from the 
Army, previously had been with 
WAYS, Charlotte, N. C. 
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Draft Uncertainty 
Cost Edwards 14Gs 


Uncertainty on the part of the 
Army as to whether they wanted 
Ralph Edwards cost the “Truth or 
Consequences” pilot $14,000, it’s un- 
derstood. That's the figure for 
which he settled with Harry von 
Zell when latter was released from 
contract under which he was to have 
succeeded Edwards on the show. 

Arrangement was entirely amica- 
ble and von Zell! is being kept un- 
der option for the spot should se- 
lective service procedure shift again 
ard call Edwards into service. Fig- 
ure, it's understood, covers audition 
and traveling expenses, etc. 


Improved ‘Story Goes’ 
Auditioned by Vick’s 


Chicago, May 16. 

Vick’s is ogling a new half-hour 
network show put together by 
Johnny Neblett, local producer, who 
planed to New York last week to 
audition it for company execs. 
Format uses a rags-to-riches theme 
and combines Neblett’s “So the Story 
Goes” with a name band and guest 
star. 

Gimmick that interests prospective 
sponsor is fact that if a show like 
“So the Story Goes,’ with only an 
organ accompaniment, can develop 
such a high rating locally, same 
show backed by production, name 
music and top guest stars might be 
surefire formula. 


And Still They Come— 


New audience participation and 
quiz show, “Catch as Catch Can,” 
brainchild of Lee Seigel, Texas radio 
idea-man currently in N. Y., is being 
readied by the Blue for a once- 
weekly half-hour spot. 

Format calls for selection of au- 
dience participants while program 
is on air. Five m.c.’s wiil be used, 
with Wynn Elliott, formerly of Balti- 
more and slated for a buildup by the 
web in N. Y., being central m.c. and 
handling stanza from stage. 


N.Y. to Supersede 


Continued from page 21 ——— 


conclave, should be concerned pri- 
marily with the social impact of 
radio, not only in terms of educa- 
tion, but as it relates to politics, 
labor, race, religion, etc. Secondly, 
they argue, it should give equal 
prominence to program techniques, 
a phase which, they contend, was 
given a brushoff at the Columbus 
meet. While deploring the fact that 
the Columbus Institute sponsors are 
failing to fully exploit “the golden 
opportunity” that exists, particularly 
in view of the fine engineering and 
physical setup at Ohio State, they 
see the need for enterprising broad- 
casters to step into the picture and 
inject a policy of vigor and do-some- 
thing aimed at radio’s solution of 
vital issues and problems. 

Advocates of a new institute favor 
the formation of a guiding commit- 
tee, rather than a slate of officers, 
with educator representation from a 
number of universities. Likewise, 
they feel it is not the job of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters to 
spearhead such an undertaking, since 
the NAB is not considered the likely 
organization for such a move as tra- 
ditionally it has taken little interest 
in programs as such. 

Also cited is the need for an ade- 
quate financing arrangement, the 
critics of the Ohio confab maintain- 
ing that, despite the Rockefeller en- 
dowment which the Ohio Institute 
enjoyed for years, it has nevertheless 
been more or less of a shoestring 
operation, supported in recent years 
by registration fees and miscella- 
neous funds, 
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BERNARD HEADS H’ WOOD 
RADIO DIRECTORS GUILD 


Hollywood, May 16. 

Radio Directors Guild now has a 
Hollywood chapter, formed last 
week at a meeting of 50 charter 
members. Constitution of the New 
York body was ratified and drive to 
bring the other 75 directors into the 
fold is already under way. 

President of the Hollywood chap- 
ter is Don Bernard, Coast radio head 
of the William Esty agency and pro- 
ducer of “Blondie.” Other officers 
are Paul Franklin, v.p.; Thomas 
Freebairn-Smith, secretary; John 
Guedel, treasurer, and Antony Stan- 
ford, chairman of the membership 
committee. On the executive com- 
mittee are Cal Kuhl, Bill Lawrence 
and Fred Mackaye, with Murray 
Bolen, Bill Spier and Arch Oboler 
serving as alternates. 


Condon’s Hot Group 
As Blue Sustamner 


The Blue network has _ spotted 
Eddie Condon’s hot jazz group as a 
Saturday afternoon (3:30-4 EWT) 
sustainer starting this week (20). In- 
formal musical session with band 
from Nick’s Greenwich Village, 
N. Y., restaurant, plus outstanding 
instrumental soloists and thrush Liza 
Morrow, will be aired from Town 
Hall, 43rd St., N. Y., before an audi- 
ence. 

Understood sustainer goes in on a 
firm 13-weeks’ basis with Blue sign- 
ing up Town Hall as “studio” for 
the show. Programs will be recorded 
by Office of Inter-American affairs 
for rebroadcast to Latin America, 


OWI Wants Air Talent 
For Overseas Branch 


Radio production personnel, for- 
eign language writers, announcers, 
translators and editors are being 
sought by the Outpost Service Bu- 
reau of the Office of War Informa- 
tion for psychological warfare over- 
seas. Applicants must be bilingual 
and have complete command of one 


| western European language. 


Those interested are asked to ap- 
ply in person or write to the radio 
recruiting desk, Room 4502, Fisk 
Building, 250 W. 57th St., N. Y. 


CBS’s Radio Teaser 


Ottawa, May 16. 

Lot of Canada radio listeners were 
pretty sore when the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp, pulled a minor 
Orson Wellies on them Wed. (10). 
With invasion nearing and nervous 
tension high, CBC aired a teaser 
that read, “The CBC wishes to an- 
nounce that it will broadcast an ad- 
dress of special interest to Canadian 
listeners coast-to-coast at 8:55 (EDT) 
tomorrow morning.” The address 
turned out to be Prime Minister 
King’s to British Parliament. 

Added impetus was given to scare 
by fan memories of days before 
Italian surrender when CBC aired 
similar teasers to messages from Ra- 
dio Algiers and BBC on the white- 
flagging in Italy. 
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Moody Bible WMBI 


Gives Chi Unique Religious Service 


Chicago, May 16. + 


Unique in the field of religious 
proadcasting, and one of the potent 
forces of its kind in the Middle- 
west, is WMBI, 5,000-watt station 
eperated by the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, considered the world’s largest 
jnterdenominational training school. 

On the alr since July, 1926, the sta- 
tion operates from sunrise to sun- 
set with a variety of programs, 90% 
of which are wholly religious. In 
addition it broadcasts classical mu- 
sic, newscasts and government, civic 
and agricultural programs. Although 
it possesses a license to broadcast on 
a clear channel wave length of 1116 
kilocycles, on which WBT, Charlotte, 
N. C., is the dominant station, it has 
never sold time. Since its earliest 
days, WMBI has avoided frantic ap- 
peals for money and sometimes 
weeks go by without any mention of 
its financial needs. 

Listeners range from city apart- 
ment dwellers to residents of small 
towns and rural areas over a radius 
of 200 miles and fan letters come in 
enormous quantities. Considering 
the fact that the station has only one 


message, the gospel, there is real va-- 


riety in WMBIs programming, un- 
der the direction of Wendell P. 
Leveless, program director. There is 
a profusion of gospel music; sermons 
by members of the staff and visiting 
preachers; plenty of organ, piano, 
nevachord and choir numbers and 
special programs for children: and 
"teen-agers, Station has even taken 
a tip from commercial radio by con- 
ducting a Bible quiz program along 
“Information Please” lines. 


CURTIN’S WMC RADIO POST 


Washington, May 16. 

D. Thomas Curtin has been named 
to handle radio work in the public 
relations branch of the War Man- 
power Commission. Curtin, ex- 
Boston and London newspaperman, 
produced network dramas in the 
early ‘30s. Later, he did public re- 
— for McCann- Erickson in New 
fork 


For ‘Musical Steelmakers’ 


Wheeling Steel Corp., which spon- 
sors “Musical Steelmakers” Sundays 
on the Blue, has notified the web 
that it won't put on a Summer re- 
placement airer for the 13 weeks 
commencing June 25. Outfit is mak- 
ing no attempt to protect its fran- 
chise on Sunday afternoon spot and 
web expects to fill it from list of 
waiting applicants. 

Steel company is holding plans for 
further broadcasting in abeyance. 


RKO’S PENNSY WEB 
BUY TO BALLY ‘GLORY’ 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

RKO, which has utilized radio for 
exploitation in this territory more 
than any other film company, has 
made its most extensive ether tie- 
up for ballyhooing the world premiere 
of “Days of Glory,” which opens 
simultaneously in 50 cities in Penn- 
Sylvania on June 8. 

RKO has purchased four Sunday 
half-hour live programs on _ the 
Pennsylvania Network, 24 outlets 
whose key station is WCAU. 

In addition to the shows, which 
opened Cunday (14), RKO has pur- 
chased a series of station breaks, 
and five and i5-minute transcrip- 
tions, which have been _ spotted 
lavishly over the member stations 
of the Pennsy web. 


“Jemima” in June 16 Teeoff 
Chicago, May 16. 

“Aunt Jemima” show has been set 
for 9:40-9:45 a.m. ‘EWT) full Blue 
network time. Bought several weeks 
ago by Quaker Oats Co., through 
Sherman K. Ellis Agency, program | 
will originate here beginning June 19 
and feature a choral group of 11 
voices under direction of Harry 
Walsh, who also conducts “The! 
Northerners” heard over WGN for 
Northern Trust Co. 


No Wheeling Replacement. 


| Cantor, Kate Smith and Benny Good- 


Expanded Budget For 
2 Windup Philco Shows 


Philco-“Variety” “Radio Hall of 
Fame” is winding up this and next 
week with super shows. The 26th 
(final) broadcast of 1943-44, on May 
28, will include Al Jolson, Eddie 


man plus the usual Paul Whiteman 
orchestra and Deems Taylor. For 
next Sunday’s (21) show, Philco is 
also expanding the bankroll for a re- 
peat of Bob Hope, who was on the 
inaugural show Dec. 5 last. 

“Hall of Fame” goes off until Aug. 
27, Whiteman’s music filling in fer 
the summer 13 weeks with Glenn 
Riggs emceeing plus specialists such 
as Hi, Lo, Jack and the Dame, as the 
rhythm combo, straight through; 
and Evelyn Knight and Nene Woods 
as alternating vocalists. Hi, Lo and 
Miss Knight guested on the regular 
HOF show: Miss Woods is a Blue 
network sustaining newcomer. 


Higher Court Sustains 
Ruling on Radio Extras 


Affirmation of earlier lower court 
ruling that a radio extra player was 
an employee rather than an inde- 
pendent contractor was handed down 
last Friday (12) by the Appellate 
division of the New York State Su- 
preme Court. Decision concerned 
case of Jay Velie against Ted Collins 
Corp., as packager of the General 


Foods-sponsored “My Son and of 
airer which was heard over CBS 
during 1939. 

Action grew out of request by 
Velie for a hearing before the place- 
ment division of the State Labor 
Dept. which failed to credit him for 
earnings sufficient to constitute him 
eligible for benefits unless credited 
with earnings derived from employ- 


ment by Collins. Velie’s claim was 
| upheld by the unemployment insur- 
| ance appeal board after review of 


| the original decision by a referee. 
| Final action by the appellate division 

sets up blueprint for employment 
relationship for all other such radio 
| thespians. 


OW! Radio Division Making Move 
To Equalize ‘Unfair’ Advtg. Setup 


‘Lovelorn’ With Laughs 


Gets Coast Audition | 


“Hedy Heartthrob,” new comedy- | 
dramatjc half-hour program, giving! 
atvies the lovelorn in a humorous 
vein was auditioned last week (11) 
by the Blue for a _ possible once 
weekly spot on the web. 

Program features Arthur Q. Bryan 
and Brenda (of Brenda’ & Cobina, 
formerly with Bob Hope). Wilf orig- 
inate on the Coast with Gerald Law-| 


rence scripting. 


CHI ‘BLUE FROLICS’ 
SERIES BROKEN UP 


Chicago, May 16. 

Signing of Don Norman to a 
WENR-Blue Network contract re- 
cently means droppifg of the “Biue 
Frolics” series, which has been heard 
Monday through Friday at 3 p.m. 
(CWT). Norman, who has success- 
fully conducted shows using women 
audiences around here for some time, 
will start a five-times weekly show, 
tentatively called “Gossip, Inc.”, over 
WENR, 3:15 to 3:30 p.m. CWT, May 
29, with a possible buildup as a net- | 
work feature. 

Beulah Carney, home economist, is | 
being shifted from the 3:30 to 3:45 
p.m. WENR spot to the 3-3:15 p.m. 
spot in order to make room for the 
new Welch show, “Time Views the | 
News,” which goes on from 3:30 to | 
p.m. 


Silver Theatre’ In 
East for Summer? 


Silver Theatre, sponsored by In- | 
ternational Silver, may move east | 
| 


for five or six weeks when the pro- 
gram goes into its summer series | 
starting July 2. | 

Operating during the hot months | 
under a limited budget, the show will 
switch from stars to starlets, includ- | 
ing legit and radio personalities, as 
well as pix starlets available in N. Y. 


| Chicago, May 16. 


Current move by the OWI radio 
division to allow eommercial spon- 
| sorship of certain types of war mese 
sages was seen as the first step to- 
ward equalizing the “unfair” advere 
tising equation that has existed be- 
tween newspapers and magazines as 
against radio since the beginning of 
the war. 

Situation of many industries hav- 
ing appropriations for full-page ads 
in newspapers and magazines for 
war messages, while at the same 
time expecting radio to broadcast the 
same messages free, was emphasized 
last fall when the National Assr. of 
Railroads carried on their nation- 
wide “do not travel” campaign. 
Since that time broadcasters and 
OWI officials have held a series of 
meetings in an effort to find a solu- 
tion to the problem. 


Cc. J. Lanphier, general manager 
of WEMP, Milwaukee, and OWI 
radio division regional advisor for 
Wisconsin, points out that while 
every radio station in the country 
is more than willing to donate any 
umount of free time to the OWI or 
any other worthy cause, they do not 
want to play the sucker role. 


“A case in point,” said Lanphier, 
“was the Wisconsin pea crop, which, 


| when ready to be harvested, needed 


a great amount of manpower. No 
provisions had been made to recruit 
workers by either the canners or the 
Department of Agriculture, although 
they had foreseen the need for help. 
They had made no provision in their 
budgets for radio time, but when the 


| chips were down they expected all- 


out help without.compensation to the 
radio stations. 


“The big point at issue,” continued 
Lanphier, “is that when the pea crop 
was harvested the canners made 
their profits. They did not give thé 
peas away and didn’t even say 
‘Thanks’ to the radio stations, who 
saved the day for their interests.” 


More Hooper firsts than ALL other St. Louis 
Stations combined 


(Ties are not 
considered as 
“Firsts” for 
any station) 


According to C. E. Hooper’s latest sur- 
vey (Fall-Winter, 1943-1944), KMOX 
reaches more people in more of the 
108 weekly broadcast periods covered 


by his reports than all other St. Louis 


stations combined. 


What's more. in this seven-station 


market. KMOX has an average audi- 


ence 20% 


second-best broadcaster. 


Here’s the story throughout the week: 


A.M. to 6 P-M., Monday-through- 


Friday: 


periods, KMOX gets twice as many first 


greater than that of the 


During these 40 quarter-hour 


What these current Hooper ratings 
fail to show, however, are the very good 
reasons why KMOX enjoys such domi- 
nant audience-preference. Constantly at 


work — building them — have been 


KMOX superiority in programming and 


community service, KMOX skill at plan- 
ning and giving St. Louis listeners what 


they most want to hear. 


The latest Hooper findings are re- 


of listeners and 


ratings as all other stations combined. 


6 PM. to 10 P-M., Sunday-through- 
Saturday: KMOX again leads with first 


place in 24 half-hours. 


12 noon to 6 P-M., Sundays: Another 
walkaway. KMOX captures seven half- 


hours... more than all the rest of its 


rivals combined. 


Represented by Radio Sales, 
the SPOT Broadcasting Division of CBS 


newed proof that KMOX—top choice 


advertisers alike — has 


the irrefutable privilege of being “The 
Voice of St. Louis.” 


KMO 
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“MOTHERS FOR VICTORY” 

With Helen Jepson, Jane Cowl, Wil- 
bur Evaus, Evelyn Kaye, Raymond 
Greenieaf, Southernaires, Lionet! 
Hampton and orch, Mrs. Patss 
Gentile, Mrs. Richard Bong, Mrs. 
Parle, Josef Siopak orch, Milton J. 
Cross 

Preducer: Martin Andrews 

Writer: Ira Marion 


6@ Mins., Sun., May 14, 10:50) a.m. 

(one time) 
Sustaining 
WIZ-Blue, New York 

A super one-hour tribute to the 
mothers of this count @ and our al- 
lies. “Mothers for V ciory” is a 
well-produced, nNeatty pacer Di'o- 
gram, cignified but entertal 2 as 
well 

Chock full of ton-drawer talent 
and music, the stanza called on all 
facets of showbiz to form a nucleu 


for an exceilent bow to all moms on 
Mothers’ D iv Add to that three 
talks by mothers whose sons have 


scored heavily during overseas serv- 


ice for the United States armed 
Torces. 
Milton J. Cross, m.c. and = an- 


nounecer, pulled the strings that kept 
the program moving for the full 60 
minutes. Pointing out that the 
tribute was being airlaned in co- 
operation with Hearst newspapers 
throughout the country, Cross in- 
troed the SoutherniWres. negro 
spiritual singers. Followed a short. 
but clear-cut speech by Mrs. Patsy 
Gentile. mother of the Europenan- 
area flving ace, Cant. Don Gentile 
(USAAF). Evelyn Kave, from Phil 
Spitalny’s oreh, expertly violin- 
soloed “Home Sweet Home.” and 
then Wilbur Evans. star of the 
Broadway musieal “Mexican Havy- 
ride.” sang “Mother of Mine.” 

Mrs. Carl Bone. mother — ot 
Pacific ace Major Bong, touched on 
the longing of all mothers for their 
fighting Helen Jepson, Met- 
opera star. sang an appropriate aria 
which was followed by a Mothers’ 


Day sketch’ = featuring Raymond 
Gieenleat. star of the légiter 
cision.” Josef Stonak and his Blue 


network orch ovlayed “Songs My 
Mother Taught Me” to close the first 
half of program. 

Lionel Hampton and his orch were 
picked up in Detroit to start the 
second half, jiving several popular 
tunes to lend Tighter musical 
touch. Miss. Jepson and the 
Southernaires continued in a more 
appropriate groove and then Mrs. 
Parle, mother of Ensign Parle. Naval 
hero after whom a ship has been 
named, spoke briefly. 

Jane Cowl, star of program. con- 
cluded show with a playlet entitled, 
“We Will Walk Together,” taking 
the listeners to all fighting fronts. 
and holding conversations with a 


each of them. Their 
feelings on this, the 
one day of the year officially dedi- 
mothers. lent itseli 
to a heart- 


soidier at 
thoughts and 
eated to their 
readily and = socking!s 
rending stint. 

Alb in all, “Mothers for Victory” 
is further proof of what the nation’s 
networks can do when all the stops 
are pulled out. The Blue, and pro- 
ducer Martin Andrews, can take a 
well-deserved bow for this one 

Sten, 


“THE AMERICAN WOMAN'S 
JURY” 
With Mrs. Emily Williams, Mrs. 


Jane Alien, Robert Colter, Jury of 
i? Women 
Producer-director: Brad Simpson 
15 Mins., Mon., Tues., Wed. and Fri., 
1:45 p.m. 
Su-taining 
WOR-Mutual, New York 
Busically, the idea for this 
Gram one—to aid in the 
domestic problems in a 
Though “American 
davtime show 


pro- 
is a 
Olution of 
dramatic way. 
Woman's Jury” is a 
geared for femme audiences, its 
purpose is achieved so well that 
mate listeners will go for it toa. 

Problem faced by a jury of 12 
women, members of the Leland 
Powers Alumni Assn., of Boston, on 
the show caught (12) evolved about 
a woman who asked whether she 
should leave ber husband. who ad- 
mitted beirg in love with another. 
despite fact that there’s a child in- 
volved, and despite his plea for her 
to remain and keep home intact 


A theoretical judge (Mrs. Emily 
Williams} sat on case, which was 
argued by two “lawyers” (Mrs. 


Jane Allen and Robert Colter), both 
protessional radio actors. Mrs. Allen 
deplored situation, pointing out that 
a child should not be reared in a 
discordant environment such as ex- 
isted in that home. Colter. on other 
hand, upheld other side of case, de- 
claring that the woman should stay, 
since her husband had asked her to, 


“De- «ight the problem through and in the 


end. he added. she would win out. 

Jury, which celiberated for about 
three minutes, during which time 
the next program was 


home intact. 
Stanza is swiftly-paced, with each 
step toward a solution of the prob- 


lem progressing logically toward) 
that end, leaving nothing to be 
ironed out even though the entire | 


proceedings only covered a 15-min- 
ute period. Those on the show 
were believable at all times, due to 
logical script und expert direction 
by Brad Simpson. Jury is an oasis 
in afternoon programming which 
finds a bevy of soap operas in com- 
petition. Sten. 


ballied re-| 
turned a verdict in favor of keeping 


“THE BETTER HALF” 
| With Tiny Ruffner, Keyes Perrin 
| Producer-Writer-Director: Jack 
| Byrne 
Mins.; Thursday, 8:50 p.m, 
LORSTAN AND THOMAS 
STUDIOS 
WOR, New York 
(Alfred F. Tokar) 


Another in the q. and a. 
participation series, this 
}quiz program was on two years for 
lanother sponsor, returning now for 
a chain of photographic salons sit- 
uated throughout the Greater New 
York area 

Format differs little from other 
quizzers. using a husband vs wife 
idea. competing for awards 
based on tricky questions and stunts, 
winner claiming title of “the better 
half.” What this does to matrimonial 
harmony is anyone's guess. 

Like all other q. and a 
the program suffers by being heard 
and not seen. Geared primarily for 
the studio audience. which scemed 
to enjoy it thoroughly, it lacked sock 
interest over the alr. 

Tiny Ruffner makes an entertain- 
ing quizmaster, capably assisted by 
Keyes Perrin, but the frequent com- 
mercials detracted considerably. 


audience 
comedy 


cash 


sessions. 


“BID FOR VICTORY” 

‘With Eddie Dunn, Floyd Bennett field 
Navy chorus, Hildegarde, Boyd 
taeburn orch 

Writer: Madeline Clark 

Producer: Bob Shayon 

(30 Mins.; Sun., 2 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WABC-CBS, New York 
New summer series from St. Al- 

{bans naval hospital, N. Y.. by CBS 

jin co-op with the Navy is designed 

las morale boost for patients. with 
time also devoted for WAVE recruit- 
ing appeals. Teeoff was nicely de- 
vised to fulfill both aims. Hildegarde 
easily topped the performances and 

added trimming to her characteristic 

lrendition (at the piano) of “I Love 

You” by preceding the song with a 

nicely delivered, sincere greeting to 

lthe patients which carried plenty of 
punch. 


;With Dunn” afternoon — sustainer, 
{proved a deft pilot. handling intros 


nett field, N. Y.. 
A. R. Thompson, further strength- 
ened the show and is spotted as a 
regular feature. 

Also guesting was the Boyd Rae- 
burn orch, current at Commodore 
hotel, N. Y., for a_ series 
tunes. 


Eddie Dunn, emcee of CBS's “Fun | 


and an interview with a Navy nurse | 
|from New Hampshire for recruiting | 
plug. Mixed chorus from Floyd Ben- | 
numbering 30} 
WAVES and sailors, directed by Lt. 


of jump | 
Band stuck to originals deliv-' 


ered in first-rate fashion. 


oldie probably would meet with 


Inclusion 
of a reigning hit parader or familiar 


“VOICE OF BERGEN PINES” 
With Ted Webbe, Jackie 
Betty Shapplo and others 


more favor from the hospitalized | Producer-director: Ted Webbe 


| production staff is Leon Blum. 


Musical director tor CBS} 30 Mins., Sun., 2:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 


There’s no doubt about this one | WPAT, Paterson, N. J. 


| 
iclicking at St. Albans, and it should | 


| be able to carve a place for itself in 
the Sunday afternoon listening 
group. Donn. 


\“THE CITY EDITOR SPEAKS” 
With Clem Lane 
Vriters: Clem Lane and Ward Kaille 
roducer: James Billings 
15 Mins; Fridays, 9-9:15 p.m. 
ATLAS BREWING COMPANY 
WENR, Chicago 
(Arthur Meyerhoff & Co.) 
Conducted by Clem Lane. City Ed- 


itor of the Chicago Daily News, this | 


15-minute commentary is 
tening. Lane has a smooth. pleasant 
voice that comes out of the 
speaker in a friendly sort of way. 
His subjects ranged from the com- 
ing invasion to other events of the 
day and some comments on the shape 
iof things to come in the post-war 
-world, and his commentaries were 
| based on logic. 

| Toward end of program a comedy 
note was injected with comments on 
| Montgomery Ward case as told in 
by Oxie O'Rourke, Lane’s car- 
;toon character that illustrates his po- 


easy lis- | 


loud- | 


| litical columns in the Chicago Daily | 


News. Pierre Andre added dignity 


to the short plugs for Atlas Prager | 


| beer. and the seript was expertly 
written and delivered. Morg. 
“BURL IVES AND THE FOUR 
; CLUBMEN” 

| Writer: Charles Monroe 


| Producer-Director: Ace Ochs 
15 Mins., Tues., Thur., 3:50 p.m. 


Sustaining 
| WABC-CBS, N. Y. 
Burl Ives, Columbia's singing 


“Wayfaring Stranger.” joined the 
| Four Clubmen for preem (4) in a 
series featuring folk ballads. It was 


Originating in the polio ward og 
the Bergen Pines hospital in that 
New Jersey town, “The Voice of 
Bergen Pines” is a fair show, judged 
by indie station standards. 

It's a public service program 
which entertainment is given the 
sufferers of the dread disease who 
are bedded at the hospital. A once. 
weekly half-hour show, stanza when 
caught (14) featured the songs of 
Jackie Busch, USO performer with 
a nice voice, who sang several tunes 
and four-year-old Betty Shavola 
who has appeared on several “net. 
work programs. <A choir of 50 juve 
voices also was heard. 

Nostalgic and appealing is the 
weekly farewell by the children tg 
one of their number who is depart. 
‘ing, fully cured. Ted Webbe. pro. 
gram direcior of WPAT, emcees. It’g 
an excellent idea that should varner 
an audience. Sten. 


Followup Comment | 


Norman Corwin, guesting on Fred 
Allen’s stanza Sunday (14) night 
registered as narrator of a takeoff on 


{his own radio production technique. 


'dramatie commentary 
'sodes in the story of 


| 


He ably interpolated the necessary 
between epi- 
“Jack and Jill.” 
Tongue-in-cheek kidding of the 
Corwin treatment provided mirthful 
listening. while actually being a tacit 
kudo for the CBS producer. 


Arthur Ungar, editor of “Daily 
Variety,” in presenting the “Variety” 
Showmanagement plaque to Bob Hope 
on his show last Tues. (9). did a good 


|job explaining the whyfore of the 


; refreshing divertissement from the | 


usual run of programs. 
While stanza doesn't have pop ap- 
peal of more conventional music ses- 


Format has Ives singing tamiliar 


accompaniment and 
songs for 


guitar 

quartet on 

stanza. 
Introducing each number with the 


sions, it boasts an appeal all its DWn. | 


folk tunes and spirituals with own | 

| ause la 
enjoyable | 
| adian conductor, in as sub for Andre 


history and derivation of the music. | 


or a brief explanation of the charac- 


audience in the mood for the catch- 
ing and homey melodies by his as- 
surance and infectious informality. 


ters presented in songs, Ives sets his | 


citation as the No. 1 “Soldier in 
Greasepaint” and for “carrving on 
with dignity and ability the kind of 
iob show business has to do in these 
crucial days.” 

Coca-Cola's Sunday afternoon 
Refreshes” CBS show 
this week (14) had Percy Faith, Can- 


Kostelanetz who’s away on an over- 
seas morale trek. Stanza continued 
in the tradition established by Kosty 
and the melodic orch responded ef- 
fectively to the newcomer’s bato: 
Sock final few minutes featured 
(Continued on page 34) 


Exciusively! 


Thanks to Colgate for New Five-Year Contract! 

Thanks to NBC for New Five-Year Contract! 

Thanks to M-G-M Newsreel for New Two-Year Contract! 
Thanks to Columbia Pictures for New Two-Year Contract! 


Awarded First Place in Every 
Nation-Wide Radio Popularity 
Poll for the Last Four Years 


As 


BEST SPORTS ANNOUNCER 


Exclusively! 


The National Broadcasting Company 


Friday at 10:30 P.M., E.W.T., NBC—Col- 


gate-Palmolive-Peet 


Monday Thru Friday, 6:40 P.M., E.W.T., 


NBC—Penn Tobacco 
All Sports—All Year—NBC 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer — Newsreels Each 


Week 


Columbia Pictures—1I2 Shorts Per Year 


Sports Director National Broadcasting Co. 


Exclusively! 


Liberty Magazine—12 Short Stories Per 


Year 


Exclusively! 


Busch, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
The National Broadcasting Company -- | 
i 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


ch, 
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Sin,,som Named Rade 
Director of Seeds Agcy. 
In Chi; Bentley Joins 


Chicago, May 16. 

Jack Simpson has been appointed 
radio director of the Russel M. 

Seeds agency, in charge of all radio 
activities, having resigned from the 
production staff of NBC here to ac- 
cept the position. While at NBC 
Simpson did the Roy Shields & Co. 
and Sheaffer “World Parade” shows 

and produced the Hildegarde “Beat 

‘he Band” show when it originated 
here for several weeks. 

Another addition to Seeds agency 
js E. G. Bentley, formerly in charge 
of radio and premiums for Brown & 
Williamson Tobacco Corp. Bentley 
tekes over as v.p. of Seeds with gen- 
eral exec duties and will service the 
Mennen and Grove Laberatories ac- 
counts. 


CANADA MP. PUTS 


COMMY RAP ON CBC 


Ottawa, May 16. 

Rev. E. G. Hansell, member of 
parliament from Western Canada, 
accused the Canadian Broadcasting | 
Corp. of spreading Communism in 
thre Hansell, speaking in 
House of Commons radio committee, 
cuoted from pamphlet titled 
“Help” and cOmpiled by J. J. Fitz- 


gerald, prexy of gruup calling itself | 
Committee of 


“Atlantic Charter 
Biind River, Ont.,” which said the 
CBC was “honeyecombed with Com- 
munism.” 

e. J. Bushnell, CBC program di- 
rector, termed Ritzgerald a ‘fanatic” 
and told the committee there was 
no foundation for the insinuations. 


Dr. Augustin Frigon, CBC acting 


g.m., said no discrimination would 
creep into CBC airings and several 
committee members blasted Hansell 
fer bringing the subject up. 


Craven to Go With 


Gardiner, Cowles, Inc. 


Washington, May 16. 

FCC Commissioner T. A. M. Craven 
today ‘(Tues.) confirmed the report 
he was retiring from public life at 
the expiration of his term, June 30, 
and ‘said he was joining Gardiner, 
Cowles, Inc., Des Moines, in a tech- 
nical capacity for the midwest pub- 
lishing and broadcasting outfit. 

Craven, a vet of 30 years in Gov- 
ernment service, will complete one 
nine-year term on the FCC next 
month. Previously he was chief en- 
gineer with the commission for two 
years. 


Earl Godwin Sponsored 


Series for Hastings Co. 


Hastings Manufacturing Co., mak- 
ers of piston rings, enters the spon- 
sorship fold with a news session fea- 
turing Ear! Godwin, which bows in 
July 7. Stanza will be heard on Fri- 
day nights, 10-10:15 p.m. on the Blue. 

Godwin’s last chore was as news- 
caster on the Blue-Ford Motor 

Watch the World Go By.” Keeling 
& Co., Indianapolis, is the agency 
on the Hastings account. 


Jerry Coleman Joins OWI 
Pittsburgh, May 16. 
Jerry D. Coleman, chief trans- 
mitter engineer 


pointment as field ‘engineer with the 
OWTs Outpost Bureau. 


at WISR, Butler, 
Pa.. and formerly of the KDKA staff 
here, has resigned to accept an ap- 


Agency Femme Tours 
For Owens-lllinois 


To tie in its clients (OQwens- 
Tlinois) glass coffee container drive 
with promotion on the sponsor's 
“Broadway Matinee,” CBS afternoon 
program, J. Walter Thompson agency 
is sending its radio merchandising 
rep, Beulah Strawway, on a tour of 
stations. 

She'll visit 17 outlets in setting up 
merchandising copy. 


Marty Glickman Off 
WHN, N. Y., to Marines 


Marty Glickman, former Syracuse 
U. track and grid standout and for 
past several years sports 
WHN, N. Y., 
second looey’s commission in the! 
Marine Corps aviation division. and| 
is awaiting call to active duty. Glick- | 


hockey, football, baseball and other, 
sports sessions, expects to wind up| 
his connection with the Loew indie! 
this week. 


ment after learning that Ted Husing, | 
originally sought for spot. is tied up! 
with CBS en exclusive deal. 


} 


Roanoke Rapids, N. — Dick 
Mabry is now with wie, Phil adel- 
phia He was formerly with WCBT 
here. 


gabber on! 
has been okayed for a. 


man, sidekick of Bert Lee for WHN | 


Station is auditioning for replace-| 


| Tomlinson. 


| Andy Russell,” 


Canada’s $64 Question 


Ottawa, May 16. 

What is a political party? 

That's the question® CBC 
dumped in the lap of House of 
Commons radio committee when 
the committee expressed dissatis- 
faction with the CBC definition. 
The committee accepted the CBC 
invitation to “redefine” a na- 
tional] political party for pur- 
poses of free web time to party 
speakers. CBC coupled it with 
an offer of more free time on 
the national network, upping 
previous offer of half-hour to 
full hour. 

Based on all-party agreement 
of 1939, CBC political party defi- 
nition includes only Liberal ‘in 
power), Progressive Conserva- 
tive and CCF. 


Ford Expandirg Sat. 


‘Early American Music’ 


Ford Motor will expand its Sat- 
jor night “Early American Mu- 
sic” Blue session to a half-hour start- 
ing this Saturday (20). Airer has 
been heard from 8-8:15 p.m., but will 
now carry through to 8:30. 

Expansion cues shifting Edward 
previously heard from 
8:15-8:30 Saturdays, to the same time 
slot on Sunday nights. “Voice of | 


which has occupied | 
ithe Sunday spot, will be dropped. 


Washington, May 16. 

NAB board of directors, meeting 
here last week in 
since the election of J. Harold Ryan 
'as president, took the following ac- 
tions: 

1. Elected 19 stations to member- 
|ship and added four associate mem- 
bers. The stations are KCMC, Tex- 
/arkana; KFPY, KFDA, 


Spokane; 


| Amarillo, Tex.; KGKL, San Angelo, | 


/Tex.: KMYR, Denver; KOTN. Pine 
| Bluff, Ark.; KSWO, Lawton, Okla.; 
‘'KVNU, Logan, Utah; KWTO, Spring- 
field, Mo.; WBBZ. Ponca City, Okla.: 
/WELO, Tupelo, Miss.; WIND. Gary, 
Ind.; WKNE, Keene, N. H.: WMBO, 
Auburn, N. Y.: WMIS. Natchez; 
| WMOH, Hamilton, O.; WQBC, Vicks- 
burg, Miss.; WROX, Clarksdale, 
| Miss.: WSLI, Jackson, Miss. The as- 
sociates: Freedland & O!schner 
Products, New Orleans: Katz Agency, 
'N. Y. C.; Keystont Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, N. Y. C.; Spot Sales, N. Y. C. 
2. Restored its department of pub- 


director. 
relations was Walt Dennis. 
3. Expanded the department 


Last director of public | 


its first session | 


| transeriptions 


NAB Board Adds 19 New Stations; 
 Egolf to Direct Public Relations 


matter over to prexy Ryan to de- 
velop. 


4. Changed the bylaws regarding 
| dues classification, and recommended 
}the proposed change to the member- 

ship for final action. Under the 
l|amendment, station classifications 
| would remain, but the fixed dues 
' would be wiped out. The NAB 
board would set dues from time to 
time for the classifications. accord- 
ing to the needs of the association. 

5. Agreed to hold a membership 
meeting in Chicago in late August, 
but authorized Ryan to postpone it 
in case of emergency. 

6. Urged FCC to modify 
ing regulations 
tion of 


its exist- 
requiring identifica- 
recordjngs and. electrical 
“so as to lessen the 
frequency of such announcements on 
the ground that they become obnox- 
ious and repetitious to the listening 


| public.” 


7. Directed Ryan to aid WMAL in 
its case before the War Labor Board 
in which station is fighting the AFRA 


|demand for the payment of staff an- 
| lie relations, with Willard Egolf, as- | 
sistant to the president, moving over | 


nouncers on a fee basis. 


Des Moines.—The Coolidge Adver- 


of |tising Co. has changed its firm name 


| broadcasting advertising, turning the 'to the Blakemore Co. as of May 1. 


eli together 


That is, if you want your message to be heard clearly, 
distinctly, and dependably everywhere in your 
primary marketing area. Anyone in Baltimore will 
tell you that WFBR comes in remarkably clear and 
sharp. It’s another WFBR advantage! 


When you buy WFBR, you can be sure that your 
advertising message will be heard strong and clear 
(at least $ millivolt strength) in the homes of over a 
million people in Baltimore and vicinity! 


We call in W FBR’s top coverage area! 
But there are also hundreds of thousands of additional 


RADIO CENTRE, BALTIMORE-2, MARYLAND © NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE: JOHN BLAIR & CO. 


people in the rich Maryland trading area that can 
also clearly hear W FBR’s signal (at least 4 millivolt 


strength in an area of 2,945 square miles). 


Another reason why you can depend on WF BR's 


signal, is that the station’s antenna towers are an- 


chored in Baltimore’s salt water harbor. This largely 
contributes to the dependability of WF BR’s signal 
throughout the primary coverage area. 


You cannot overlook this important signal facter in 
making your radio plans in Baltimore. When you 
buy W FBR, you can always depend on it’s signal! 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


a series of radio textbooks 
University Summer 


being prepared as an outgrowth 
Radio Institute will be 


held in Evansion, 


First two of 
of previous NBC-Northwestern 


pus shed in time for the third annual institute to be 
I}. June 26 to Aug. 26. 

Titles are “Radio, the Fifth Estate. a survey text Dy Judit Waller. 
director of public service for the NBC Central Division and one of the 
institute directors. and “Radio Production.” by Albert R. Crews, an NBC 
production director and also a director of the institute. Other books in 
the series ill be “Radio Writing” and “Radio Announcing,” both by 
Cre 

C pron otion booklet. “Portrait of a Great American.” based on story 


Distinctive Merit by t 


of Kate Smith. has been given an Award of re Jury 
of awards of ‘th ie 23rd annual Exhibition of Advertising Art, conducted by 
the Art Directors Clu 

Preseatation of the ssid was made Monday (15) at a dinner in the 
Waldorf-Astoria. N. Y.. with Harrv F. O’Brien. CBS art director, accept- 
ing it on behalf of the network. Art work for “Portrait,” which was re- 
leased by CBS last June, was done by James Flora. 

Avvearance of Buddy Lester and Milton Berle as guests on the same 
stanza of Louis Sobol’s “Bright Lig 2hts of New York” WOR airer Monday 
night €15) was occasioned by mixup in bookings and caused some fire- | 


works before matter was ironed out, 


Berle at first refused to go on the same night as Lester while latter 
nixed payment either for not appearing or for appearing at some later 
date. However, after a little persuasion, Berle consented to appear on 


saine session, 


imerable times on 


Bill Beach. radio actor, who’s been bumped off innt 
“Dick Tracy.” “Famous Jury Trials,” “Ellery Queen” and other thriller- 
dillers, doesn’t mind at all when the bumping off is strictly confined to 


the characters he plays on the aii But when the April issue of Equity 
mag listed him in the obit column and casting 
Bill's name from their available lists it was too much 

Actor's good-natured protest resulted in a “slightly exaggerated” squib 


being boxed in May 15 issue of the mag. 


Kansas 


WANT A BOUQUET for being smart? Then buy 
WHB! ’Phone us for availabilities if you're considering 
Spot programs or announcements in this booming market. 

“Your Mutual Friend” is Kansas City’s Dominant Daytime 
Station...delivering the “most listeners per dollar” through- 
out the western half of Missouri and the eastern third 
of Kansas. For availabilities, call 


DON DAVIS 
KANSAS CITY — Scarritt Building — HArrison 1161 
NEW YORK CITY —507 Fifth Avenue—VAnderbilt 6-2550 
CHICAGO — 333 North Michigan Blvd. — CENtral 7980 
HOLLYWOOD—5855 Hollywood Blvd.—HOllywood 6211 


KEY STATION for the KANSAS STATE NETWORK 


Kansas City * Wichita + Salina ¢ Greot Bend * Emporia 
Missouri Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas 
MONTHS: FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1944—KANSAS CITY 
HOOPER STATION LISTENING INDEX 
TOTAL COINCIDENTAL CALLS — THIS PERIOD 14,677 
INDEX Station WHB Station 
MONDAY E 
| 68 | 8.6 | 30.5 | 18.0 | 29.9 | 44 
AFTERNOON Station : Station | Station | Station 
INDEX WHB 
monpay | A | 8B 
[12.2] 65 | 20.2} 31.9 | 25.2 


| Follow-Up Commen 


directors started scratching | 


songstress did a 


Cqantinued from pase $2 | 


Fleano: Stebet from the Met. Ear! 

and thea weh in “Porgy 
d ‘Be standouts 

Clem McCarthy had the = assign- 


ment ot broadcasting the Preakness 
at Pimlico last Saturday (13) and 
turned ia an expert description for 


NBC. There never was any doubt 
about which horse was In the van, 
nor the identity of the contenders. 


Smaller field made it easier for Mec- 
Carthy than Ted Husing’s task of de- 
scribing the Kentucky 


Derby. 


Kate Smith turned dramatic racon- | 
teur on Sunday (14) night's session 
of “Silver Theatre” on CBS Tie | 

competen job as 
narrator of Bernard C Schoe es 
“Johnny Appleseed,” the sag ot 
the colorless little man w 7 left | 
trails of fruit-bearing trees in the 
wake of his wanderings through the 
middle west in the early years of} 
the 19th century. , 

| 
invasion news is to be cov-| 
ered by CBS news staffers was in-| 
telligentiy explained in special 15- 
minute stanza Sunday night (14) on, 
CBS. Paul White, Quentin Reynolds, 
Ed Murrow and others here and 
abroad pointed up their special as-| 
signments when D-day arrives. It | 
all made for interesting listening. | 


How 


“Atlantic Spotlight” program on | 
NBC Saturday (13) was an exchange | 
lof greetings and talent between the | 
Duncan Sisters, Wini Shaw, Dave | 
Grupp and orch and Ben Grauer in 


the U. S. and Bea Lillie. Tommy 
Trinder, Eric Parker, Averill Angus 
and Leslie Mitchell from England. 


One of the best of the series. 

Aside from sounding like a Sat- 
evepost ad on ivee enterprise, “Free- 
dom of Opportunity” on Mutual Fri- 
day night (12) paid tribute to Milton 
Caniff, creator of “Terry and the 
Pirates,” for his war effort activities 
in creating “Male Call.” comic strip. 
which features the familiar “Terry” 
characters, distributed exclusively 
by the U. S. Army. - 


lev to WACS 


Second birthday salute 


was broadcast over WGY. Schenec- | 
tady, Saturday afternoon (13) by an} 
all-Army cast from the Rome Air} 
Base. Smooth half-hour show was | 
written and produced by Sergeant 
Gerald Cullinan, former INS war 


correspondent and actor of long ex- 
perience. Rome Air Base Band, bat- 
oned by Warrant Officer Al Kahn, | 
ex-arranger and member of Abe Ly- 
man’s orch, furnished the musical 
background. 


Pittsburgh.—George D. Tons has 
joined sales staff at KDKA, where 
he replaces James Murray, who de- 
parted May 1 for New York to be- 
come sales promotion head of WJZ. 


| Luther 


| Leish, 


James’ Remote Post 
Chicago, May 16. 
With Ren Green farmer 
rector of the H. W. Kastor 
here, in the Marines, Hal James, 
ithe New York office, has assumed 


agency 


| direction of ail radio accounts by re- 


control pending the appoint- 
new local radio director. 


mote 
ment of a 

Green succeeded Edward Aleshire 
last summer as radio director of the 


| local branch when the latter joined | 


the Navy. 


DR. STANTON, CBS, ON 


radio di-| 


of | 


OWI to Broadcast 
Anti-Nazi Sermons: 
Lutheran Hour Tieup 


St. Louis, May 


Dr. Walter A. Maier, cond: 


of 


jthe International Lutheran Hope 
originating at KFUO, Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, will pre rare 


| 
| 
| 


FILM CENTER BOARD 


CBS _vice- 
to the Board 


Dr. Frank Stanton, 
president, was elected 
of Directors of the American 
Center, Inc., at meeting last 
ing was James P, 

Other AFC 
Gulick, 
Fred K. Hoehler, 


week 


Warburg. 
directors include: 
Huntington Harris, 
Archibald Mac- 
Mark May, Fairfield Osborn, 
James T. Shotwell, Ken D. Widde- 
mer, Mark Starr, Donald Slesinger, 
staff head of Center. AFC is Rocke- 
feller financed project, 
1938. 


Mennen’s Shaves Air. 


Budget, Sullivan Off 


begun in| 


Film | 


Also elected at same meet- | 


sermons in German for the Ow 
which will be beamed to the Nagi 
nation, Current plans call for prepa. 
ration of manuscripis to be sent tg 
| OWI in New York for an O.K. with 
discs made here and broadcasts di. 
rected to Germany. 

The anti-Nazi Lutheran elements 
in Germany will be the main theme 
of the broadcasts. 


Mex Vaude Team Has 
Good Neighbor Show 


Moro and = Yaconelli, Mexican 
vaude team, are featured in a new 
comedy-drama show being packaged 


| by Chick Vincent and Ted Green, 


| background. Aiming for one-a-week 


| 
Mennen’s is dropping the Ed Sul-) 


livan show after the June 3 broad- 


cast. Dropping of the program is 
cued to sponsor's channelling all 


future production into armed forces. 
Sponsor has no plan for future air 
time. 

Sullivan program has been on in 
the Monday night 7:15-7:30 CBS spot, 
originating from the 21 Club, N. Y., 
with the columnist doing celeb in- 
terviews. 

“Dateline,” currently heard Satur- 
day night in the 11:15 slot, goes in 
as a sustainer togucceed Sullivan, 


” 


Dr. Berg’s Libel Against 
Max Wylie Dismissed 
Libel suit against Max Wylie of 
the radio department of N. W. Ayer, 
brought by Br. Louis Berg, was dis- 
continued last week without payment 
of costs or any other conditions at- 
tached. Legal action resulted from 
article, “Dusting Off Dr. Berg,” writ- 
ten by Wylie, which appeared in 
Printers’ Ink. Wylie’s piece had an- 
swered certain charges against soap 
operas made by Berg. 
Similar action against Printers’ Ink 
was also dismissed in &. District 


WHB 


WKY has the kind of 


talent that, completely on their own, have originated 
whole series of shows for the NBC network. WKY, in 
fact, is the only independent station ever to originate a 
dramatic series for the network under its own steam. 
WKY has more listeners than any other station in Okla- 


homa City and more local 
station in the Southwest, 


Court. 


radio writers, producers and 


shows—far more than any 
WKY keeps its listeners by 


giving them the best, and good shows begin with good 


writers, 


and slated to make the 
rounds shortly. 

Format will be incidents in life o? 
two peons and their. families south 
of the Rio Grande, with a musical 


agency 


30-minute spot. 


Regina, Sask.—F lt. Lt. John Max. 
well Hill, former announcer with 
CKRM, Regina, has been reporied 
missing in operations with the Roval 
Canadian Air Force overseas. 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ samoteted 


New CAMEL PROG 4M. Friday 
10 p.m, 


Megt.: LOU CLAYTON i 


Specializing In 
The Euatertainment§ Field 


Carl Oppenheimer 
C.P.A. 
Business and Tax Consnliant 


6331 HOLLYWOOD BLVD. 
Holly wood 28, Calif. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


NBC AFFILIATE 


Representative: The Katz Agency 
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Gotta Educate ‘Em Again 


One- night an 


location buyers for eastern spots due for reopening 


sre finding they have to reeducate themselves on prices. 


When they went out of the fleld 


temporarily prices were normal— 


a fairly good band could be bought for $350—but in these days of 
$600 to $750 for the same caliber of music, some buyers are finding it 


hard to acclimate themselves. 


Bookers must repeatedly go through long, patient explanations of in- 


creased salaries, doubled transportation costs, etc., 


to explain the great 


difference between pre-war and wartime quotations. 


307, Tax Cues N.Y. Hotels’ Uncertainty 


To Keep Open Band 


Effect of the 30° tax is inducing¢ 


much speculation as to the advisa- 
pility of keeping N. Y. name-band 
hotel and location rooms open this 
summer. There is one definite clos- 
ing already scheduled, Cocoanut 
Grove of the Park Central hotel, 
and others are being mulled, among 
them the Biltmore. Frank Dailey’s 
Terrace Room, Newark, N. J., may 
shutter after the Harry James date; 
business is way off. 

Cocoanut Grove closing June 1 is 
probably predicated on an unusual 
effect of the 30‘, tax, which bothers 
al] rooms with a minimum instead of 
a cover. At that spot the basic charge 
runs from $2 to $3.50; since the tax 
applies to the minimum it means a! 
check of at least $9.10 for every cou- | 
ple parked at a ringside ($3.50) 
table. In rooms with a cover of, for 
example, $1 per, the charge to sit 
down is only $2.60, including tax. 

Biltmore is a strong possibility to 
quit for the summer, at least. It’s un- 
decided yet whether the spot’s ice) 
show and Emile Petti’s orchestra will | 
execute the usual shift from the 
Bowman Room to the Roof. Penn-| 
sylvania Hotel execs are known to! 
have had a meeting over the tax’s 
effect on the Cafe Rouge, but no ac- 
tion is known to have been decided. | 
Glen Gray's band is current, while | 
Les Brown has a definite contract to 
follow. 


Basie Awaits AFM 
Verdict on Rap 


Count Basie and 11 
orchestra who appeared 
before trial board of N. Y. 
AFM, last 
their punishment for 
work 


men of his | 
with him 
Local 802, 
still do not 
doing 
transfer.” 


week know 
unau- 


thorized while “on 


Group was turned loose Thursday 
(11) with a warning not to repeat 
their offense. They will be advised 


later of the actual decision. 

Basie and his men were up on 
charges of disregarding regulations 
barring work additional to their cur- 
rent Lincoln hotel, N. Y., job during 
the time their cards were on de- 
posit at 802 jor transfer from other 
locals. Specifically, they were 
charged with recording for Savoy | 
and Keynote Records without ae 
permission. 


CHESTER, SAVITT RENEW 
BANDS IN BALTO PARKS| 


Baltimore, May 16. 
Record-breaking crowds ushered in | 
©utdoor season here this week with 
town’s two amusement parks, Carlin’s 
#énd Gwynn Oak playing to capacity. 
Both stands are featuring name band 
attractions on big nights with Bob | 
Chester, opening Gwynn Oak, 
Jan Savitt set to open Carlin’s on 
May 25. 
Season's 


getaway was marked by 
the complete distruction by fire Sun- 
Cay (14) of the ballroom and main | 
buildings of the Meadowbrook Pool, 
operated by J.C. Ziegfeld for Geo. R. 
Morris, fill try to replace with 
temporary 


Draft Board Has Musso 
Coming And Going 


Vido Musso, sax, given an okay by 
his California draft board to come 
€ast and rejoin Woody Herman's 
band made the trip, was with the 
band three days and was then re- 
called for induction by the Marines. 

Musso was with Herman last year | 
andpulled out when his draft board 
advised him to get a war job. 

Subsequently, the board pulled him 
Off that and readied him for service. | 
he was adv ised he wouldn't | 
ress — and permission was given | 
Im to go back to music. iusso 
'S Married and a father. 


Rooms for Summer 


| With 


ithe room 


| Sylva, 


| alone until now, 


and j 


| his recently organized full-size 


whether he 
| small combo again. 
| the 
| June 9, 


i to that, 


Bolster Berigan Fund 


Bunny Berigan fund, which sup- 
ports his two children and which 
was set up by friends soon after 
the trumpeter’s death, is getting low 


'and plans are being made to bolster 


it. Many leaders and others in the 
band field have kept it going until 
now. 

Committee in charge of the fund 
includes Bob Christenberry, manag- 
ing director of the Astor hotel, N. 
Y.; Bob Weitman, managing director 
of Paramount theatre, N. Y.: and 


| Harry Moss, of Music Corp. of Amer- 
| ica. 


Moss is trustee. 


N. Y. Local 802; Hotel 
Victoria Agree on ‘B’ 
Rating for New Room 


Victoria hotel, N. Y., and N. Y. 
Local 802 of the AFM had to iron 
out a difference over the spot’s 
classification last week before the 
hostelryv’s new late room opened 
Buddy Wagner's’ orchestra. 
Local wanted to boost the room to 
an “A” rating hotel has always had 
a “B” scale) and it drew the answer 
that if the higher scale was applied 
wouldn't open. Victoria 
asked that the local await develop- 
ments, that if business following the 
opening warranted an “A” classifica- 
tion it would be accepted. Mean- 
time. the local gave it a “B” rating. 

Difference between the two classi- 


fications is about $20 weekly per 
man. Wagner uses six men, 


T. DORSEY, PAR, 


FINALLY IRON DISPUTE 


Tommy Dorsey, will play out the 
date he owes the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y.,-sometime in 1945. This ar- 
rangement was finally made Monday 
(15), settling the long dispute be- 
tween the Par and nearby Capifol, 
to which Dorse# is signed for three 
dates. 

Leader goes to the Capitol in Sep- 
tember. then to the Par. followed by | 
two more dates at he Cap in "46 and 
‘47, 


Ray Henderson and Lew 
Brown Revive Music Firm 


Music Lew 
Brown and Ray 
| ing after a three year separation. 

Originally members of the song- 
writing and publishing team of De- 
Brown and Henderson, trio 
with Brown and Henderson 
two vears, the latter 
and Brown \going it 
when Henderson re- 


publishing firm of 


split up, 
continuing for 
then leaving 


turned, 
Writers intend using outside songs 
in addition to their own. 


Eldridge Continues 

With Full-Size Band 
with 
band, 
deliberation as to 
should cut down to a 
He’s booked into 
Apollo theatre, N. Y., week of 


Rov Eldridge is continuing 


after weeks of 


current outfit. 
Trumpeter 
however. 


'Rockwell West, Stein East 


Thomas G. Rockwell, president of 
General Amus. Corp.., left for Cali- | 
fornia Monday (15) on one of his! 
periodical trips. He'll be west an 
indefinite time. 

J. C. Stein, 
Corp. of America, 
week. 


President of Music} 


Solly Cehn to Carl Fischer, Inc., 
as general professiona: manager. 


| 
| 


IN, Y., 


Heneerson is reunit- | 


his first date in this area with | 


has one-nighters prior | 


Petrillo. Quits As Chi 


Park Dist. Commissioner 


Chicago, May 16. 

James C. Petrillo, commissioner of 
the Chicago Park District since De- 
cember 21, 1934, resigned last week. 
In a Metter to Mayor Edward J. 
Kelly, Petrillo said he felt the park 
job conflicted his duties as 
President of American Federation of 
Musicians. 

As a member of the board of the 
Chicago Park District, 
able to establish the downtown 
Grant Park summer concerts as well 
as concerts in neighborhood parks 
of the Chicago Park System, which 
provided work for hundreds of 
members of the Chicago Local of the 
musicians 


with 


Petrillo was 


union. 


WLB Disc Ruling 
Due Today (Wed.) 


War Labor 


Board has assured re- 
cording attorneys that it 
would try to deliver a decision on 
the Petrillo-Columbia-Victor case by 


today (Wednesday). Attorneys were 
in Washington last Thursday (11) 
seeking an immediate solution to the 


industry 


case and the WLB then told them 
that it would do its best to arrive 
at a decision past Monday (15). 


However, board was busy all of that 
day with another situation. 
Originally, the WLB had prom- 
ised a decision a week ago Monday 
(8), but the absence of the labor 
member, who was attending the ILB 
convention in Philadelphia, set it back 
a week. Aitorneys still expect the 
decision to be in favor of Columbia 
and Victor's contention  Petrillo's 
record ban is a strike and they con- 
fidently await an order to the musi- 
cians to return to work. This ac- 
tion was recommended to the board 
by a N. Y. panel, which presided 
over hearings on the matter last fall. 


JACK ROBBINS MAY 
BACK LEE CASTLE 


Negotiations are on for Jack Rob- 
bins to back the Lee Castle band, 
which General Amus. Corp. is reacv- 
ing for a buildup. If the Castle talks 
materialize. he will be the third 
leader Robbins is interested in, the 
others being Georgie Auld and 
George Paxton. former Ina Ray Hut- 
ton arranger whose new band, now 
in rehearsal, will be booked by 
Frederick Bros. 

Robbins had a deal on at one time 
with Herbie Fields. So far it hasn't 
been completed. 


Glen Island Casino’s 


No-Dinner Dancing 


Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
which opens May 25 for the 
first time in {vo vears, is installing 
a no-dinner dancing policy to ob- 
viate the necessity of diners paying 
the 30°, tax Bob Strong’s orches- 
tra, which opens the spot, will be- 
gin work each evening at 9. 

Glen Isle has been closed due to 
transportation difficulties. It’s con- 
tract with Strong is cancellable if 
anything occurs to threaten resump- 
tion of ae 


Trapp Family ‘Camp, Vt., 
Makes Pitch for Tourists 


Scranton-Cap. Stock Deal Frightens 
Indie Discers; Expect Pred. Shut-Out 


¢ There is considerable uncertainty 
among various independent record 
companies now being serviced by 
; Scranton Manufacturing Co. over the 
| latter’s recent buying of a “substan- 
|tial” amount of stock in Capitol 


Spivak’s a Trio on B’way 
Charlie Spivak is currently buck- | 


ing himself on Broadway. 
Leader is on the stage of Para- 


‘Records. These outfits are bothered 
| by the possibility that the Scranton 
Pp ind Capitol arrangement will even- 


“Follow The Boys” at the Criterion. | 
jtually squeeze them out of the for- 


| mer ‘s dise production schedule at a 
itime when pressing facilities are at 


State Dept. Maps Plan a premium. Scranton does work for 
T F ‘virtually ever indie manufacturer on 
o Boost Foreign Sale 


the market. 
AS a result, 


representatives of the 


| 

Of U. S. Music Post- War. ee companies are said to 
| have had a meetins last week for the 
Washington, May P p e of reviewing the possibility 
The State Dept., which is already} of cetcing up a factory of their own. 
interested in pushing American fil ms | Tney apparently feel able to secure 
in the post-war period, is also work- | second hand pressing machine and 

ing on a project which should help! » her necessary equipment. 


the foreign sales of American music.) Seranton emphatically reassures 


including pops. lagainst this possibili‘v. It’s stated 

This was indicated here last Fri- py Charles Griffin, head of the out- 
day (12) and Saturday at a two-day! fit, that production for those com- 
session at the Library of Congress | panies with Scranton for the past 


of the aflvisory committe e on music}, ear WwW ill continue. Howe ver, it's 


of the Scientific Education and Art! also stated that post war Capitol 
| 


Section of the State Dept. 'and Scranton will be bound more 
As part of the growing cultural |closely, quite possibly to the point 
program of the State Dept. its pur-| where the two outfits will work as 


pose is the inier-change of all types | one. 


of music between the United States! Capitol’s agreement with Scranton 
and foreign countries. The program! relative to the stock buy gives the 


is expected to stimulate use Of) former all factory production in ex- 


American classics and T.n Pan Alley | cess of normal, extra shifts during 
output around the globe. | the summer and if Capitol needs 

Among those attending the ses-| more production space post-war 
sion were John G. Payne, general! Scranton will construct and operate. 


manager of ASCAP; Gilbert Chase} aus 
of NBC; Olin Downs. New York! 

Times music critic, Nathanie] Fin-| 

ston, Metro music department head;| ote S to att é 
Howard Hanson, director of the East- ! 

man School of Music; Nelson Jansky 


of the Music Publishers Assn. and ° 
Melville Herskovitz of the North- ale se 
western U. 


Hotel owners are ready:ng to battle 


N. J. SHORE RESORTS T0 l!attempis of Composers, Authors, and 
> ishers ates 
RESUME NAME BANDS rates 


Committee 


ane _|of members of the American Hotel 
Shore Spots. | acsn. may be authorized to represent 
of en ©Pe" | individual hostelries in all matters 
or a coup e sc a ons aque to \ , 3 | relating to ASCAP music perfor- 
strictions, are figuring on going to] ™. 
york this summer. Surf Beach Club j|mance Hoenses. 
Beach Wa ASCAP is not seeking a general 
s ‘chestra ) ) Mav 
wale certain isolated instances where 
Boyd Raeburn’s orchesira has been 
” icharges now in effect, it’s felt are 


set but not yet formatly signed for} 


Casi Deal: N. J |} not commensurate with rates applied 
Wildwood. N. licensees operating in opposition 
opens the end of this month with to the a 9 being asked for an in- 
: |crease. This move stems from the 


Jack Denny for three days, following 


with ethers Society's consent decree agreement 


| with the Government which forbids 
discrimination. Raising the charges 


‘Dizzy’ Smith to Front he ked of the hotels involved will 
en ilize sectional price levels. 

Hotel owners are being asked to 

GAC Package Bandshow. furnish the Hotel Assn. committee 


} 


| info on annual ASCAP rates paid by 
for licenses in 1932, 1936 and 
respectively, and also the 
Tiley are daisy veing 


. Hollywood, May 16. 

Charles “Dizzy” Smith. currently | them 
appearing in the Henry Aldrich film | 1940, 
will front a new band | rent year. 
tobe organized by Genera] Amuse-|to refuse to answer any letters or re- 
ment Corp. when he hed his’ quests to negotiate new license fees 
shooting schedule. themselves. Prior to the forma.ion 
Smith plays piano and drums. lot the committee, all hotel owners 

- - nezotiated with ASCAP individually 


rs and directly 
Newark Via Philly | ieee 


oh, Carle Tooters ERNIE HOLST’S CHORE 
AS LEGIT MANAGER 


tough enough these days without 
tooters taking wrong trains. 
‘rankie Carle was forced to do 
Ernie Holst becomes company 
manager for “Let's Face It” when the 
legit musical opens in Baltimore next 


without four of his men and vocabisi 

Paul Carley virtually all Sunday 
week under W. Howard Schmidlapp’s 
direction. The maestro, currently at 


cur- 
series, swing 


has fini 


(14) evening at Frank Dailey’s Ter- 
race Room, Newark, for that reason. 
Men got on a train at Penn station, 


. . the Stork Club, N. Y., is filing away 
N. Y.. to go to Newark—but they 

Green Mountain state tourist of- - : baton for a spell. 

wound up in Philadelphia, to v vhich | “Rane It” is Mary 
ficials are eveing with interest the], : See lead of “Face It” is Mary 

Trapp Family Music Camp. which | Jane Walsh. soon-to-be Mrs. Holst, 
the Tyrolean singing family plans at with Benny Rubin and Cynda Glenn 
its Stowe, Vt.. farm this summer M Joi Vj t prominent in nein 

sOOK On It as cente ‘ultural ac- 

‘itv ‘compete wit the long- Mackin Marrow has resigned as 
ity to compete \ € ] | Johnny Morris to ( uit 
standing Curtis-sponsored chambe y| OWI music director, overse: 
mutisic colony at Ro kport, Me . or | Sion to A-Victoi AS MUS id I astor, to orm Band 
even Massachusetts’ suspended Berk- gydag as Johnny Morris, drummer for years 
shire Festival, as a vacation draw. [he former radio conductor ane@) with the Tony Pastor orchestra, 

Trapp appeal, however, will not be | Compose! will handle V ictor’s Classi- | eaves that outfit in several weeks to 
to the professional musician, but} cal artists and recordings 'form a combination of his own. He 
chiefly to amateur music-lovers in- ee ee has substantial financial backing, and 
terested in studying old church and Di will be managed by Music Corp. of 
folk music and antique instruments £ g America. Pastor is not connected 


|lais. She replaces Al Reiser, who 
| resigned. 

Mrs. Berrett was recently associ- 
ated with Consolidated Radio Artis’‘s. 


like the recorder or block flute. 


Vi Barrett Joins Morris 
Vi Barrett. wife of 
Huthie Barreit, 
band department at 


bandleade* 


joined the cocktail; He was formerly 
the William | eral Amus. 
comes east next Morris Office headed by Joe Marso- 


| chestra 
| Leader asserts he has his outfit ready | 
| for rehearsals 


Dick Rogers, who broke up his or- 


is. , with the venture. 
last year, is reorganizing 


Morris is at the New Yorker hotel, 
N. Y., currently with Pastor. 


Harry Link West 


Herry Link plans to transfer 


and it will go to work 
as it can be set into a job. 
handled by Gen- 
New band is being man- | 


as soon 


his 


‘aged and probably financed by'h.a. to the Culver City plant of 
‘Chauncey Glman. Metro the end of this week for an 
' During part of the time Rogers | indefinite stay. 

| was off the bandstand he was i con- He's gen. prof. mer. of Feist, 
tact man in Chieavo, “Metro's musie publishing outlet, 
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Bands at Hotel B.0O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands tn various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 


room capacity ana Gee Lat Ger Gmoint Gesignates weekend cand 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Band 
Emil Petti. 


Lani McIntire....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.5Q0)......... .117 
Tony Pastor*.....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) 
Glen Gray....... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 


George Hamilton*.Waldorf (550; 2) 
Count Basie Lineoln 
Guy Lombardo 


Hotel 
BiltmOre (600; G1-91.80) ... 


.. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 3 
Boyd Raeburn... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 


Covers Total 
feeks Past Covers 
layed Week On Date 

1,000 7,325 

1,650 213,350 

3 2.125 8,225 

5 1,100 6,475 

2 1,725 59,675 

2 1.000 3,325 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shows, Waldorf has Morton Downey. Lexington, Hawaiian floor 


shom. 
+ 3 days. 


Chicago 


Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Biz off, 
but Bondshu and Georgie Price managed to attract fine 2.600. 


Carmen Cavallaro ‘Empire 


Room. 


Palmer House: 750: $3-$3.50 min.). 


Patronage down first part of week, yet Cavallaro and Larry Adler pulled 


sock 9.000. 


Temmy Dorsey ‘Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 950: $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Ropes up. Dorsey packed in another terrific 9,500. 

Jimmy Joy ‘New Wa!nut Room, Bismarck hotel: 465: $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Still off, with Joy accounting for areund 3.500. 

Eddie Oliver ‘Marine Room, Edgeweter Beach hotel: 1.100: 50c¢ and 75e 


cover charge plus $1.25 min.). 
okay *6.300. 


Special parties keeping patronage around 


George Olsen ‘Boulevard Room. Stevens hotel; 700; $2.50-$3 min.). Olsen 
keeping totals close to excellent 4.200. 


Los Angeles 


Freddie Martin 
covers. 


Joe Reichman ‘Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


(Ambassador, 900; $1-$1.50). Smooth going for 4,100 


Solid 4,300 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 


Jan Garber ‘Palladium B, Hollywood, second week). 


chance to reach 30,000 admishes. 


Louis Armstrong ‘(Trianon B, Southgate, first week). 


on fiving start. Notched 9.000. 


Phil Harris ‘Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 28th week). 


now but still strong at 5.000. 
strong at 5,000. 


Picking up; good 


Followed strongly 


Tax hurting 


(Chicago) 


Gay Claridge (Chez 
by 
(Blackhawk: 


Chuck Foster 500: 


nice 4.000. 


Robbins Music has acquired “I 
Learned A Lesson I'll Never Forget” 
from Beacon Music 


Crown Music, Ine., New York, has 
changed its name 
Music, Ine. 


to 


“Orchids to Louis 
Jordan for his work 
in ‘Follow the boys’ 
—A sure show stop- 
per.” 

Walter Winchell, 
New York Mirror 


SOUNDIES 


and ALL other picture studios 
use this 315 VISUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 publish- 
ees, plus old favorites, In- 
eludes lead sheet and lyrics of 
chorus. Samples free. 


1619 Broadway New York 19 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


DON’T BLAME 
ME 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
ROBBINS 


Sophie Tucker, it’s like old times. 
$1-$2.50 


+ 


“MAX KAMINSKY’S ORCH. 
Normandy | 


| these 


Paree: 650; $3-$3.50 min.). With new show headed 


Great 5,200. 


min.). Foster holding biz to 


Band Review 


(5) 
Pied Piper, N. Y. 

Maxie Kaminsky, from Boston. re- 
cently given medical discharge 
from the Navy following his South 
Pacific jaunt with Artie Shaw’s 
dluejacket band. is fronting for the 
first time as leader of a newly organ- 


a 


ized hot combo at this Greenwich | 
Village spot. Kaminsky heretofore 
Was one of the more dependable 
sidemen; he worked with Tommy 
Dorsey, Benny Goodman, Glenn 


Miller, Shaw and other topnotchers 
before seeing service. 

Band is built around Kaminsky, 
Rod Cless on clarinet and Frank 
Orchard, valve trombone, and proj- 
ects unrestrained solo chores’ by 
instruments. Outfit, like all 


| jazz combos, leans heavily on oldies 


and does some nice modern things 
with “Sunny Side of Street,’ “Su- 
gar,” “Love Is Just Around the Cor- 
ner,” ete. Unlike many hot 
peters, Kaminsky is just as forte on 


trum- | 


sweet tunes, producing a fine tone 
and an imaginative touch. Rhythm, 


however, fails to keep pace. Outfit 
needs a bass and could use a string 
guitar to boister this department. 
Fred Mason, piano, and Mac Mc- 
Grath, drums. are current. 
Pied Piper is being operated 
Sel Tabb. Bernie Brownstein 


by 


and 


| Hy Jaffee who moved in from Brook- 
|} lIvn where they operate a couple of 


spots catering to medium class cli- 
entele. Donn. 


Music Notes 


Miller Music is publishing three | 
picture 


songs from the Sinatra 
“Step Lively.” 


new 


Harry Warren's 500th song, in col- 
ljaboration with Mack Gordon, will 
be for “Billy Rose’s Diamond Horse- 
shoe” at 20th-Fox. 


Kaper's 


Bronislau score on “Ba- 


'taan” goes to London by request of 


Albert Coates, who conducted it in 
Hollywood and wants it for GI pres- 


'entations in England. 


| 


| from W. C. Handy. 


acquired “Sugar” 
Song, written by 


has 


Robbins 


| Maceo Pinkard. will be given build- 


| 
| 


up by Robbins. 


Ned Washington writing lyrics for 
seven Ary Barroso tunes for “Brazil” 
at Republic. 


10. 


10 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending May 13) 
Long Ago... Crawford 
Love, Love, Love........Sanily 
Ill Be Seeing You... Williamson 
I Love You.. ... Chappell 
Goodnight Wherever....Shapiro 
Don't Sweetheart Me. .Advanced 
Amor Melodylane 


week beginning Monday and thror 


order (in some cases there are ties 
compilations embrace the NBC, CBS, 
sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and 


music publishing industry. 


River of Roses.. .Shapiro 


N. Y. Lewisohn Stadium 
Expects Top Summer; 


Only $60,000 Deficit 


Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., expects! 
the biggest concert season in its 27-; 
year history this summer, according 


attendance should be bettered, she! 
Says, because (a) the pleasure dyiv- | 
ing Wan has been lifted, (b) more) 
buses will be put on, (c) more) 
people will be in the city for war| 
work and more visitors are expected, | 
and (d) more big artists have been! 
added to the programs. Music has| 
gone out of the Juxury class anyway, | 
to become a necessity, says Mrs. |! 
Guggenheimer. | 

Operating budget this summer will | 
be $237.000. Gate receipts should be 


$175,000, with a deficit expected of 
about $60,000. Mrs. Guggenheimer 
has been trying to raise that amount 
in voluntary subscriptions from 
public-spirited citizens, with only 
50°, success thus far. Her one- 


woman drive wij] extend on into the 
season as before, she says, (The Sta- 
dium has run into deficits every year 
of $45,000 to $70.000, all of which 
she’s raised privately). 

Jnlike theatre people, who are 
worried that invasion news will keep 
people home glued to radios, Mrs. 
“Guggenheimer thinks Stadium at- 
tendance will not be affected. People | 
need amusement even in trying days, 
she says, and the lure of outdoors is 
strong. The Stadium concerts, started | 
in 1918. has spanned two wars. The! 
board is taking cognizance by ad- | 
mitting service men and women free 
on Saturday and Sunday nights. A 
committee headed by Mrs. Pierpont 
Morgan Hamilton and Mrs. George 
Hamlin Shaw is trying to raise} 
money to buy service men tickets for 
other nights. The board is also mull- 
ing a concert one night conducted | 
by service men like Samuel Barber, | 
or using soloists like Eugene List or 
Victor Babin. 

“Every night is a first night with 
us,” says Mrs. Guggenheimer, point- 
ing to her program. Fritz Kreisler, 
violinist. will make his first outdoor 
appearance here and Sir Thomas 
Beecham will conduct at the Sta- 
dium for the first time, when 
both combine to open the season} 
June 19. Concert soloists, ballet, and | 
other events are planned, with the| 
second week having an opera festi-| 
val, “Aida” and “La Traviata” being | 
presented two nights each. Prices of | 
tickets will be same before, 25c, | 
50c and $1, plus tax. with a reserved- | 
section at $1.50 for special 


nights. 


as 


| 

Milt Deutsch, former Woody Her- | 
man road manager, discharged from 
Army and returning to Herman. He 
won't disturb of Dorothy | 
Stewart, over man- 
agement, 


spot. 


position 


who has taken 


TITLE 
| Amor—7“B’way Rhythm” .......... 
And So Little Time .......cccccccas 


} And Suddenly It’s Spring—“Lady in Dark” 


Don't Worry Mom 
Going My Way—*“Going My Way”. 
Goodnight Wherever You Are..... 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


wh Sunday, May 8-14, from 5 p.m, 


to Jam. List_represents the first_approximately 25.leaders in almhabetical 


, accounting for a longer list). The 
Blue and Mutual Networks, as repre- _ 
WOR, N. Y., and are based on data 


provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the 


PUBLISHER 
.. Melodylane 
Lincoln 

Famous 
.Ford 

Shapiro 


How Blue the Night—7*"4 Jills and a Jeep”... .. Robbins 

I Love You—**Mexican Hayride” ...... wes .. Chappell 
Get By—i“Guy Named Joe” ,.......... ...Berlin 

Irresistible You—*"“B'way Rhythm” .,.... Feist 

Long Ago and Far Away—7“Cover Girl”. Crawford 
Looe Por the. Bliver . ..T. B. Harms 
Louise—*"“You Ration Love” ........ Paramount 
My Heart Isn't In It—1Calling Ali. Stars”... Leeds 

Tae It Easy—7"S Sisters and a Saar’ cs ...Santly 
Time Alone Will Tell—-7"Pin. Up Gil BVC 

Time Waits For No One—7y"Shine Harvest Moon”.......... Remick 
Too Much In Love—7“Song of Open Road”..........e00-. Barton 


* Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


Burke-Van Heusen 
Songwriters to 


May Cue Other 
Publish Own Tunes 


Unusual interest of songwriters 


= 


On the Upbeat 


Georgie Auld making records for 
Apollo label. Negro outfit, with un- 
usual three-tenor, four-rhythm com- 


and music publishers alike is being 
focussed on the new music firm re- 
cently established by Johnny Burke 
and Jimmy Van Heusen. Firm gives 
promise of influencing other writing 
teams toward establishing outlets for 
the publication of their own tunes, 


bination. Three sax are Auld, Ben 
Webster and Coleman Hawkins. 


Don Paladino, 16-year-old trum- | 
peter from Buffalo, replaced Tom | 
- | 

Patton, 17-year-old, with Johnny 
Long. Patton in Army Air Forces. 

King Cole Trie and Hoosier Hot 
Shots signed for “Under Western 
Skies” at Columbia. 

Nat Debbin resigned as contact 
man with Cross Music to take over | 
as manager of Georgia Auld orches- 
tra. 

Bill Harris, trombonist formerly 


with Benny Geodman, opens at Cafe 
Society Downtown, N. Y., later this 


week with a small combo of his own. | 


Erskine Hawkins reports to N. Y 
induction center May 30 for a sec- 
ond physical. 
forced to dis- 
Savoy Four, and terminaie 

Hote] Roosevelt, Pitts- 
week when draft copped 
men. 


Lew Finnerty was 
band his 
his stay at 
burgh. last 


two of his 


Tommy Carlyn’s band back to Bill 
Green's Casino, Pittsburgh, fourth 
time in less than a year, May 26. 


Charlie Canter, out of Army, tak- 


since he'll have another / ing over drums in Mickey Katz band | the 


at Alpine Village, Cleveland. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records velow are grabbing 


throughout the country as reported by operators. 


more than one band or vocalist after 


most 


week in jukeboxes 


nickels this 


to riety.” Names of 


the title indicates, in 


i fact 


order of popu- 


One pair who have had a reasonably 
long string of hits in the past few 
years are said to be now laying the 

ground work for such a move. 
Should Burke ond Van Heusen be 
signally successful, and should that 
influence cont€mporary writers 
to go inio business for themselves, 
it will, naturally, have a great ef- 
fect usic publishers who 
are almost completely dependent for 
new material these writers. For 
this reasOn some ot the current pub- 
lishing houses are keeping a weather 
eye on the of Burke-Van 
Heusen, which is now working on its 
first score, from “Going My Way” 
| (Par), ll! follow with the 
“Belle of the Yukon” 


on other nr 


mn 


progress 


and 


score from 


| (International). 


Other established writers in the 
publishing biz ave Ir@ing Berlin, who 
was one of the earliest composers to 
go into publishing; Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hamnerstein, 2d, who are 
| interested in Williamson Music; Lew 
Brown and (‘Rav) Henderson, and 
Johnny Mercer, who has an interest 
in Capitol Songs through his one- 
third interest in Capitol Records. 
| 

St. L’s Cuffo Concerts 
| Si. Louis, May 16. 
| Board of Estimate 


headed by 
Mayor Aloys P. Kaufmann, has 
loosened the city’s purse strings to 


extent of $7,000 to provide cuffo 
concerts in public parks during the 
| summer season. It’s first time in 11 
|years city has underwritten a 
| project 

| Plan calls for a twice-a-week con- 
lcert by two bands of 30 pieces each, 
beginning June 15. 


such 


| 


| Cole’s Southern Shift 


Chicago, May 16. 
larity, whose reco “dings are being played Figures and names in paren- | Bob Cole. for the past year wv ith 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings | Jewel Music ere, has taken over 

' management of local Southern Musie 
and respective publishers.) branch, ‘without a manager since 
\ Bing Crosby ..... Decca | March hen Al Friedman resigned 
Perry Como ..... Victor O ZO \ h ABC music in Hollywood. 
\ Harry James Columbia |, wink, has 
Get Be ) King Sisters Victor | Joined Melody Lane, Southern sub- 
B; Crost ee ea D sid, taking over some of the work of 
3. I'll Be Seeing You (4) «Williamson).... Victor Harriet Smith, the town’s only 
femme songplugger, who remains 
4. Love, Love, Love (8) (Santly)......,..... Guy Lombardo ......Decca| with the company as combination 
\ Bing Crosby .........Decca | secretary and contact. 
a srnando Valley (1) (Morris)...... 
5. San Fernando V i King Sisters 
6. Don't Sweetheart Me (9) (Advanced)..... Lawrence Welk ...... Decca | DECCA’S LONGHAIR DISCS 
7. Long Ago, Far Away (1) (Crawford).. \ Haynes-Forrest .......Decca| Alfred Wallenstein and the Los 
| Perry Como -eee-- Victor | Angeles Symphony Orchestra have 
| Woody Herman ......Decca | signed to make records for Decca. 


. Do Nothing Till Hear (12) ‘Robb 


. Poinciana (9) ‘Marks) 


Besame Mucho (18) (Melodylane)...... 


ict 


| Stan Kenton 
Bing Croshy 
David Rose Victor 


} Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
(Abe Lyman ©. 


.Decca | 


Supposed to make 60 sides a year 
of music in the classical repertory. 


| 


Charles O'Connell, recently with 
| RCA-Victor, now writing a book on 
| music for Simon & Schuster. 


Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the retworke for the f 
| 
| oO 
| 
| po to Mrs. Charles S. Guggenheimer, | 
| board chairman. Last year’s 301,400 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
: 
/ 
| 
— 
| 
| 
| ep 50 | 
ot 
| 
| fe 
| 
| 
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VARIETY to stay home, perhaps with a view to furcing 

Wednesdav, Mav 10. 1944 savings for current income tax purposes, or 

forestall inflation, or what? The recent downs 

‘ _ = beat on Broadway legit, and some of the na- 

Persian Room. N. 1 as tional pix b.o. business, along with the cafes, 

(HOTEL PLAZA, N. Y.) tends to support this. 

Hildegarde, with Leo Kahn at piano; But back to the Milwaukee chantoosey who 
Bob Grant and Mark Monte Orchs; $3 has maitre d’hotel Fred happy about the 
dinner minimum, $1 and $1.50 cover after whole thing. The dynamic personality gal, 
9:30. now no small radio name since her “Beat the 

Band” (Raleigh cig) click, is a past mistress 

‘ affinity like Lea & Perrins, Park & Tilford or of handling and holding her audience. She 
ham ’n’ eggs. Result: the joint is jumping projects, she’s intime, she’s natural and few 
again, regardless of the 30% rap. That “30% cause her to falter in her songalog strides. 
Tax Blues” is becoming an indigo wail indeed “Be Young Again,” “I'll Be Sesing You” (now 
te the niteries and bistros. The statistics on a Decca platter hit, and made single-handed 
the ave Ans- by Hildegarde); “When the Lights Go On in 
way; se far Wibdersede has been whamming London” (request reprise); business with the 
roses and the Navy officer; the “seasick sailor” 
hotel, in the same zone, the current iseninaees and “Bambi” spring song; the interlude wiih 
de “Humoresque,” in order to give the customers 
ik a chance “to talk about me for a half-minute”; 
war days when the boys used to have alibis wae Always Rave Park” (Anne Sesenke, her 
such ac “well, you knew Mondays and Tues- manager, who authored “Darling Je Vous Aime 
dau? “vee Beaucoup,” did a nifty job here; almost as 
te the wee full.” nifty as Miss Sosenko's handling of the lights, 

Postwar the problem has been to handle the 4 

teaftie, with the bonifaces sauawking “there's the N. these make 
too much business.” Which, while departing 
the conjecture, among all show people—“What 3 
doe you the Government has in mind? 
Surely the 20% tax on theatres and 30% on wen fer change of 
turns, because it's working out in reverse.” become no item in her 
Many, in fact, wonder whether this is the 
“eute” D. C. technique of taxing the American 
public eut of its amusements and forcing them Abel. 
Personal Management 
ANNA SOSENKO 
Direction 
JACK BERTELL 
Music Corporation of America 
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Alan Corelli Censured By Four A’s 
For Statements Re Acts Bond Stints 


Believing that Alan Corelli, head¢ 


of the Theatre Authority, acted with- 
out proper authorization in a state- 
ment attributed to him and carried 
Walter Winchell’s column last 
Thursday (11), the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America last week 
drew up a written statement censur- 
ing the head of the charity-collect- 
ing agency. 


Corelli is quoted as assuring per- | 


1 


former support to Bond drives re- 
gardless of what happens to the 
present upped nitery tax. Reso- 
lution negates his authority to speak 
for actors. 

The Four A’s statement read: 

“It is announced that Mr. Corelli 


has no authority to make statements | 


on behalf of actors, and that Matt 
Shelvey, national director of AGVA, 
is the spokesman for performers and 
is being supported in this tax fight 
by all branches of the Four A’s, 
The Four A’s resolved that 
International Board refer the matter 
to the TA’s Board of Directors. 


OZZIE NELSON SET 


FOR 10 VAUDE WKS. 


Ten weeks of pix houses for Ozzie 
Nelson's band, during its hiatus from 
the Red Skelton radio show for Ra- 


leigh ciggies, has been set. aforts in last War Bond and Red lof May 1. Acts will now have to pay 
Several acts will be built around | Cross drive at the Will Rogers, is| regular dues. 
the Nelson combo and Harriet Hil- | now librarian and overseer of the | AGV . } 
\ alle : AGVA had waived the dues 
liard. Unit tees off June 23 spring garden at the lodge. f en 
Omaha. Dick Puff, formerly with Mutual age acts to sign for USO routes. | 


Max West Now Heads 
Frisco Local of AGVA 


. Max West, formerly of the New 
York headquarters staff of American 
Guild of Variety Artists has taken 
over as executive secretary of AGVA 
local in San Francisco. 

He assumed new post two weeks 


the | 


wee Broadcasting, 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE BOYS IN ENGLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


G 


LAURETTE and CLYMAS 
Pantomime Satirists 
Currently 
MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL 
Mentreal Dir.—MCA 


ago. 


N.Y. COPACABANA 
__ MAY SHIFT TO BANDS 


| Copacabana, N. Y. nitery, which 
heretofore has used top name acts 
with a line, is aiming to shift to a 
name band policy, at least for the 
| summer, Boniface Monte Proser is 
| dickering with Shep Fields to move 
\in later this month on a 12-week 
| contract. 

If the band idea materializes it 
| Will probably necessitate a_ slight 
|reconstruction of the club’s band- 
;stand and dance floor, neither of 
‘which is currently large enough to 
/hold a big band or many dancers. 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 16. 


| Margo Meredith, cited for her ef- 


received discharge 
| papers and left for his home. 

| Send birthday greetings to Alice 
|Farley, Don Fairchild and Max 
Smallens at the Rogers. 

Cliff Farmer will be 
| Meals. 
| Matty (“3 King Bros.”) 
|upped for three meals and due 
lan all clear soon. 
| Isabelle Rook has enough good re- 
‘ports to be elected downtown shop- 
|per for bedded inmates. 
| Ben Schaffer back at the Rogers 
after 10-day furlough in N. Y. He's 
all tanned up from the neon lights 
the Automat. 

William Morris Memorial Park 
{being readied for summer season 
expected to care for hundreds of 
| kiddies. Park was founded by the 
jlate William Morris, Sr., over 20 
| years ago and was financed by the 
yearly benefits sponsored by him at 
Pontiae theatre here. 


Pegano 
for 


Is 


| “Gay Nineties” show and dance 
|had to put up S.R.O. sign. Rosita 
| Rios, former El Chico nitery war- 


| bler carried off top honors with the 


|barber shop harmony of a_ local 
|quartette, four members of actors 
icolony, a close second. Swell time 
around, 

Bubbles Trio (Barry, Jones and 
Mooney) holding over indef at 
Evan's Primrose Path nitery. 
| Harry Jackson, vaude and bur- 


| lesque comic, is a new arrival at the 
| Will Rogers sanatorium. 
| Write to those who are ill. 


CHARLOTTE 


New 


BRODERICK 


Now at 


LOEW'S STATE 


Management 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


JOHNNY 


York 


VAUDEVILLE’S FASTEST LADY JUGGLERS 


JUGGLING JEWELS 


BACK AGAIN AT LOEW’S STATE THEATRE 
In New York 
Week May 
Management—DAVE SOLTI 
10 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK CITY 


$25,000 Distributed 
By Theatre Authority 


Theatre Authority has distributed 
$25.000 among various theatrical 
guilds and stage charity funds. The 
sum split up equalled that similarly 
disbursed jast June, though a num- 
ber of the major benefit shows were 
under the auspices of the United 
Theatrical War Activities Committee, 
which collects 15° of the gross, as 
does TA. 

For events conducted by UTWAC 
the division of the net is somewhat 
different, 5° being retained by the 
latter, with equal shares paid the 
American Theatre Wing and TA. 
Participating in the TA disburse- 
ments are Equity and the League of 
New York Theatres, but those or- 
ganizations turn their shares over 
to stage charity funds intact. Among 
other beneficiaries are the Catholic, 
Episcopal, Jewish and Negro Actors 
Guilds, plus the National Vaude- 
ville Artists, 


AGVA Rescinds 


No-Dues Rule For 
Camp Shows Acts 


American Guild of Variety Artists’ 
| moratorium 


on collection of dues 
|from acts playing the USO-Camp 


| Shows circuit has been rescinded as 


This is said to have worked well 
reciprocally for both in the organi- 
zation stages of Camp Shows and al- 


| SO with the channeling of many acts 


upped for | 


into employment via the servicemen 
circuit. 

AGVA now feels 
acts are being paid 


that sinee the 


“standard” 
given 


putes and other advantages 


same as other acts, they should now 


pay dues. 


| After ‘Unfair’ Threat 


Billy Rose, AGVA Get 


Together on Contract 


After a week of huddles between 
Billy Rose, Matt Shelvey and Dave 
Fox, latter duo representing Amer- 


ican Guild of Variety Artists, Rose ; New Max Landau Unit 
has signed a basic minimum con-| . . 

ae 3 Chicago. May 16. 
tract with AGVA for his Diamond | 
Max Landau has completed cast- 
Horseshoe, N. Y. nitery, and his]. “1 
Ing for his fourth vaude unit of the 
vaude_ unit, Post-War Preview” 
season. Called the “Victory Revue,” 
which opens theatre tour tomorrow 
it opens May 23 at the Academy. 
(18) at Adams, Newark, and follows 
Lynchburg, Va., for a six-week tour 
into Loew's State, N. Y., next week : 
(25) | of split weeks and one-nighters ovel 
| the Southern Attractions-Kemp time. 
Rose had been operating nitery | 
xe “| Jn the cast are Nee Wong, Billy 
and previous vaude unit under ver- |! : 


bal agreement. 
times in excess of 


He paid talent some- 
AGVA minimum. 


Reason for putting it on paper was 
to control] imber of shows to be 
given by the vaude unit. AGVA 
allows 30 shows weekly, with pro- 
rata overtime. This is said to have 
been the, bone of contention that | 
held up Rose's signing. AGVA final- | 
ly notified producer that unless 
agreement was inked this week, he 


would be placed on the “unfair list,” 
which would pull AGVA members 
from his nitery and vaude produc- 
tions, 


Borge to Commute From 


Hub Cafe to N. Y. Radio 


Victor Borge goes to the Statler 
hotel, Boston, May 22. but will com- 
mute to Y. each Sunday for his 
‘Lower Basin Street” radio show 
spo Following the Statler he goes | 
to the Palmer House, Chicago, open- | 
ing June 29 

| Borge is already set to return to 
the “Buasin Street” show in the fall, 
for 10 weeks beginning the Sunday | 


Dav. He's also due back 


after Labo. 


into the Waldorf's Wedgwood Room | 


in the fall. 
cently. 


Hirst Buys Globe, A. C. 


| Izzy Hirst, 


Philly theatre owner 
and burlesque operator, has pur- 
chased Globe theatre, Atlantic 
City, N. J. at a reported price of 
$225.000. 
House 
renovation 


the 


is currently 


and will 


undergoing 
reopen with 


stock burlesque May 25, which will 
rotate from Hirst’s Trocadero, Philly. 


t sal- | 
aries and are being serviced in dis- | 


He closed there re-| 


Provisional Nitery 


Contracts Would 


Golden Gate 4 Set 


Golden Gate Quartet, Negro har- 
| mony group, goes on the road for a 
| series of one-nighters beginning July 
1/2. Route will be through the south. 
Group already has eight dates set. 


Syndicate Pays 2006 


St. Louis, May 16. 

This burg’s sole al fresco spot, the 
Meadowbrook County Club, 
week passed out of the picture as 
a public enterprise when a newly 
formed syndicate purchased the 130- 
acre playground for $200.000 from 
the Berberich Co., a holding concern 
for William Berberich. The Meadow- 
brook, with a terraced lawn adjacent 


featured a sunken dance floor, name 
bands and acts. 

Under Berberich’s management the 
place, which sports an 18-hole golf 
course and a swimming pool, was 
open to the public and drew big 
mobs. The new owners, who will 
bar the public, say they wish ‘to 
i; have a place for the boys to play 
| when they return from the war.’ 
| Berberich obtained possession of the 
‘club in 1933 in connection with 
|bankruptey proceedings and was 
| permitted to retain title after a dis- 


| pute over the sale was ironed out in 
circuit court. 


Up AFM Salaries 
For Reading Spots 


Reading, Pa., May 16. 
Reading niteries and other amuse- 


or have not yet absorbed, the 30% 
federal tax have gotten another jolt. 


must be paid more money for serv- 
ices in all amusement places, $7 per 
man to be charged for a three-hour 
minimum. Three dollars per hour 


will be charged per man for each 
[hour over the minimum. Where 
ithere are floor shows, each man 


must get an additional $2.50 for the 


evenings work, These prices are 
for the men under the baton, the | 
|leader to get double rates in every | 
case. 


Farreii and Lucy Boots, Four Tip- 
| tops, Christine and Lee, Jaxon, and 
a band called the Five Rhythmeers, 


_ For Southern Tour: te 30% tax. 


For St. Loo Amus. Spot 


last | 


to the canopy-covered dining piazzi, | 


ments spots which recently absorbed, | 


Effective June 1, union orchestras | 


Benefit T | 
nent arent  1aX Eases 

Contracts for acis booked into 

| nightclubs are being written, in some | 
instances, with two cash clauses due ; 


Because business has fallen off so 
| sharply as a result of the tax. nitery 
operators are offering much iess 
| money for performers, with a pro- 

however, that if prior to, or ; 


| viso, 
| during an acts engagement the tax 

jis erased or modified, its price im- 

mediately increases to pre-ar- 

| ranged figure. 

This arrangement is far from gen- } 
eral, but it has occurred in several z. 
instances and being proposed in 

many others. 


is 


WALTERS’ VAUDER DUE 
FOR CAST CHANGES 


Lou Walters’ vaude revue, “Slap 
| Happy.” headlining Jay C. Flippen, 
|has undergone considerable revamp- 


;} ing since opening in Baltimore last 
| week, Numbers have been re- 
|arranged and show given a speedier 
jpace. There will also be several cast } 
ichanges before show steers into 
| Broadhurst, N. Y.. June 4. 4} 


“Happy” is currently at the Nixon, 
Pittsburgh, for week. and then goes 
}to Philadelphia for two weeks prior 
ito New York. Renee De Marco will 
| drop out of show after the Nixon 
{date with the Murtah Sisters re- 
| placing when show opens in Philly. 
| Ross Sisters will replace Terry Law- it 
llor. Another name act may also be 
added before coming into N, Y. 


j 


Andy Perry will operate the Rain- 
|bow Room, Allentown, Pa., opening 
i with Woody Herman May 29. 


= 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


| JEAN TIGHE 
| Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


Music Corporation of America 


ENTERTAINING OVERSEAS 
SHOWS 


BOR EVASS 


under the direction of Joe Grimsley. 
WITH JERRY O'LEARY 
Carlos Molinas’ ork moved into 
the Palace hotel, San Francisco. = ' 
\ \, 
\ 
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Ni h (| R | 1CE-CAPADES’ 946 IN 
i | a” ight Club Neviews SINCLAIR and LE ROY 
Miss Subwaysiy L.A; SEE 6006 DRAW]. 
| anf T » Pastor Orch (16) with vir- | their previously used automobile | Second week's gross for “Ice- s 
AMERICA'S “ Daze” Ice pantomime with the flashy “Shoeing | Capades of 1944” at the Pan-Pacific ensational , 
Show, with Mary Jane Yeo, added. Pe usual, | auditorium bounced up to $94,000. Trumpet 
son ilard & Pe | If present rate of boxoffice persists 
MOST hi | Of the three ensembles, best is the | run here, ice show will take 
j.Inale, a vigorous rhumba bit, Vir- | 
SENSATIONAL Ice Beauties wrth Grace May, | of the inserting ‘out close to $600,000 on five-week 
Janice Hamilton, parrot dance. It's torrid. | booking. Saturday matinees were 
HARMONY Gait of all three production numbers | launched May 13 to help handle Sinclair 
30 weel ends is refreshingly different for this spot. overflow. 
TRIO Los. Take on first two weeks here this | 
with in stoutly otherwise. Teresa and last year by ce-Capades. 
as > as J le “mre are Zz 
Light and fluffy as to book, superbly N Sj t D il i 
j costumed and pi ofessionalls linked | New femme partner, about male’s | orton 1S ers, al ey n . 
/to a good mus@al score it holds full tature, is superb. They clean up Le Roy j 
interest throughout its brief 35 “fa UP. 
Jimmy Sutton’s ballading is top- owar rer @a 
“ipals are holdovers flight, scoring heavily opening night y Comedy-Singing-Daneing 
_ All of the principals are holdovers | 700. Curbelo's orchestra plays show Norton Sisters, song trio, go into vn ii 
from the previous show, which pre- | Jose Curbe Trumpet Impersonatio } 
yailed since last October, with the} and early dancing, while Juanito Frank Dailey’s Terrace Room, New- ' - ns 1 
| Sanabria’s rhumba crew gives out ark. N. J.. with Eddy Howard's or- 
exception of Arnold Shoda, who ex- | for the other patron stepping ant | J. WILLIS SAYRE 
| hibits a fine blade style, alone and in , chestra May 26 with an arrangeme nt Seattle Columniat s 
company with Mary Jane Yeo, and | {that allows them to broadcast sus- pe : 
Peggy Whight. who works mostly | taining with Howard's orchesira, de- full up when the t 
| with Bob Bailard. For some rea- Normandy. Cleve. spite the fact they'll work only in | = pons stage show went on : 
the troupe looks and | Cleveland, May 10. the show. Trio is now working withi p 
' satisfaction with the new produc-| Barrett, McGive ms Ds butantes (3), | arrangements. Negvo dancing bovs who are ex b 
| Their 1; stort was slow in| Sal Gummings’ Orch (5); minimum | King Sisters recently did the same iP ey™chias ye are ex- tl 
comparison. (at Dailey’s with Tony Pastor's and trumpeting. They h 
| Based, as indicated the chestra, a circumstance that had Pas- drew 3 encores,’ 
ee fon the circus, the production puts! Norman Khoury’s Normandy is’ tor’s managers plenty peeved 
: | ys ors Managers plenty peeved. R t! F 
ithe line and principals through in- town’s newest intimate boite and it EE AP | ecently eatured in a 
teresting routines. Every effort with-| indicates it will get along nicely | a ” D 
! out exception is costumed with good | after debut hitches are ironed out re S f R N Y Sweet and Hot m 
taste for color and design, particu-| Sheila Barrett was booked for the | arr Set for Oxy, e *| Rees as - 
larly the finale, a “Toreador” bit. Bob | qag-nhoisting. | Eddie Garr, singing comedian cur- 
THE Softly lighted and colorfully dec- | rent at the Cotillion Room, Hotel | ayan Theatre, L. A, 
egal mtg including the musical orated and with mirrors by the score, | Pierre, N. Y., has been set for three st 
arranger, who turned out a neat job. it’s a handsome hideaway. Officially | weeks at the Roxy, N. Y., opening ——__ | or 
DAZZLING Tony Pastor's band gives good seating 137, which can be s'retched | either May 31 or June 7, contingent of 
assist, too, playing it extremely well. | to 165, it has a dance floor so small | upon length of run of current show. |f* AL BO R D sn 
SHOW STOPPING | Com sosed of four trumpets, three| Gancers are kicking over the tables | ¢, ishmi acted h deals E 
pos { “umpets, half the ti am Tishman pacted both deals. 
trombones, six sax (including Pas- | the ume. PRIS NTS 
tor’s tenor, and three rhythm) the Another mistake was in not ter- | Garr recently closed with tab ver- 
combination is getting its first | "acing room. Capacity pack of first- | sion of “Fun for Your Money” on 
chance at a major N. Y. spot, Miters groused because manacement | the West Coast. 
“is its doing a good job. For these| didn't furnish periscopes so they | 
‘ times, the group under Pastor turns | could see the show. Traditional con- | 
out some neat stuff on a smooth} fusion hampered opening. with car- LEE. FISHER TEAM 
beat, paces itself well and generally | penters still pounding. ; 
adds to its prestige. It was tough for the performers, | Harry Lee, who formerly did a) 
| Pastor himself is not projecting | but Sheila Barrett warmed up the | vaude single, is teaming with Betty 
himself enough, however. A strong | debut crowd. A one-woman show, | Fisher, formerly doing act with her | 
personality, the more he emphasizes | She uncorks her canniest caricatures, | two sisters as the Fisher Sisters. Lat- 
S it the more attention the band is| most eloquent mugging and sizzlin« | ter dissolved last year when two of 
| going to get. Virginia Maxey does | wise-cracks and keeps patrons howl- the sisters married and quit show | 
| both ballads and rhythm songs, per- | ing convulsively for 45 minutes. | hie 
| forming the latter better. Wood. She kicks off with a caustic im- | 2! 
| forming the . | 
ae = pression of a Bronx song-torcher Team will break in comedy. song | 
jand then runs through broadly and dance act at the Orpheum, Jer- 
| Chez Paree. Chi etched travesties on the greats and | sey City. next week. | 
Chicago, May 12. gutiersnipes. With lusty flavor and 
= | Sophie Tucker, Ted Shapiro, Cor-| impudence she switches from libel- 
AMERICA'S TOP | day & Triano, Sandra Barrett, Patri- | avs take-offs on Eleanor Roosevelt : 
} i cia Bright, Lew Diamond Orch (10), | and Garbo to a serio-tragic impres- Dry L bby AT 
i |Rhumba Band (6) with Lucio Gar- | sion of a London street-walker that 0 BENNY MEROFF 
VOCAL TRIO jcia, Chez Paree Adorables (12); continued from page 1 HIS 
nini 3-$3.50. *Pour-in-Drink yrenfielc ixes 9 
j minima $3-$3.50 | < ( ie mix UNZAFIRE 


fairly effective gags with a trick of favor of something “more vital to 
| COMPANY 


| Sophie Tucker, one of Chi’s big | pouring various fancy drinks from a. the war interest.” 
| favorites, is back and Messrs. Fritz- | jug of apparent water. Though too (FIFTH YEAR) 
|el’s and Jacobson’s worries are prob- | similar to Think-a-Drink Hoffman in 
} |ably over for the present. Her pop- | technique. he’s an amiable ranconteui introduced by Rep Waiter A. Lynch . 
Selected by | ularity has boosted business to pre- | who would be tunnier if he cut his (D.-N.¥ ) in Congress last Thursday ; Kighth Week 
' 130°. tax Jevels. | dialect anecdotes shorter. But dur- (11), which. if added as a rider to | J: ‘+k LynelY 
| Miss Tucker tis slimmer than ever, | ing the first-night lulls he, was a/ regular tax bill (income, etc.), would | ack Lynch s 
jigqoks Swell and still packs the old | show-saver. ossure immediate passage in Ways WALTON ROOF 


an ovation, she put over three spicy | ously handicapped by smallness of e ' : | 
| sequently ride through Senate with | 


| special songs, “They're Neither Too | floor. Sal Gummings’ five - piece 


‘Joh Robert Po ers l!wallop in delivery. Coming on to} McGivern’s Debutantes are seri-  ¢, 
n W i & Means Committee and would sub- | PHILADELPILIA, PA. 


As | Young or to Too Old.” “I Had aj orch is soft and briskly rhythmic for flying colors, Lyn AMCHAMCHt 
i | Man” and “When They Start to Ra- | the Normandy, if not experienced in | would reduce the nitery tax to 15%. | 
| tion cuing shows. Pullen. | t's also understood that if the | 
back with “My Blue Heaven, | : 
Miss New York Man ts Hard to.¥ind.” “I'm | | House displays interest in the Lynch THE 
|Forever Blowing Bubbles and | ° Kout will ithdraw 
* S b of These Days.’ Encored |} itery 0 Owllp 
u ways | with a mixture of “Pistol Packin’ | : z ther hindrance to passage that would 
Mamma” “Mairzy Doats” that | bring relief to the nitery and hotel 
Corday and Triano’s well-contrived |. Benny Fields is a solid click at the PS. cal : : Sensational Apache Trio 
J | : Latin Quarter. Much stress is place Shelvey and Braunstein left for 
| ine fs ballroom terping at its | Latin yuarter. Much stress is placed 
best They open with a. prelude | Upon the fact that it’s his first ap- Washington yesterday (Tuesday ) opening 


Ostrow’ beautifully | Pcarance on Broadway in a _ night! fortified with additional statistics on 


one. toil 1w with a lively Portuguese club in cight years. He has. however, unemployment situation thus far be- | “The Lookout House” 


folk dance. a romantic routine. and i recent seasons made appearances cause of the “discriminatory” tax 
a colorful cape dance. Pair are ex- | @t the Riobamba and the Greenwich) Both had finger crossed : Covington, Ky. 

Village Inn. away from the main ‘ 


| pert and are b:g hits. 3 
bea Barrett's tap numbers wel] | Stem but still in the Manhattan Treasury Would Nix Change May 17th to 30th 
| CAPITOL THEATRE liked. particularly one to belt. Replying to request of Rep. Robert Je 
Tchaikovsky's “Waltz of the Flow- of Broadway” Doughton for a complete survey | Mer, HARRY GREBEN, Chicago Pow 
ers.” Patricia Bright has an uphill | 2's h ay GEG hey 1S also the best suited | of the nitery tax take for April. John Sle 
|climb with her impressions. Onc | fo1 is style of delivery. He is a Sulliv: Rati 
Wy YORK | titled “Mis Subwav’s Lament” is <trong addition to the already clab- oublivan, acting secretary of the 
i'n.s.g. and draws but mild laughs. and | °“@te “Montmartre Madness” revue Treasury, forwarded lengthy com- | TI 
the Hildegarde satire. while well |“ ith Doe Marcus, gifted comedy- Munication to the chairman of Ways . ; Boxe 
(OPENED MAY 4) done. fared little better at the show | '™@S!C9, whose only fault lies in and Means Committee pointing up Entertainer with Personality this 
use of too much blue material: the that Treasury Dept. would not enter- | Fo 
The Chez Paree Adersbles. now agg Gaud smith Bros.:| tain any reduction whatsoever in tax pig hair, 
As ; directed by Olive Bernard, contrib- Abbott, a on this “luxury” business. cial activitie production rhyt 
ute an array ol routines. Lew Dia- | Sullivan was unable to give Chair- Excellent sala 
}mond’s orchestra was substituting | egmedv terp. the ™an Doughton the official figures 


in?! 2 Gav C1: se orchestir: she » 
Radio $ Singing Beauties for the Gay Claridge orchestra when nifty ensemble routines. Mori. asked for, since returns fo) April Phone LAck 4-1231 for appointment, > a 


caught. a good band, expert in 
accompanying shows and in dance ———. will not be computed until middle of | Pop 
Starring With tunes Chez Paree rhumba band tose Marie has long since es- did emphasize, however, 23- 
| alternates. Morg. chewed the “Baby” billing of her lat a 10% tax would produce less | hi 
| 


| childhood showbiz years, and with Tevenue than the 30% rate. He also 


| ” Havana-Madrid. N. ¥ the accompanying adulthood pointed out that Canada operates ai 
“The Hour of Charm | 25 TTEN 


| come an increasingly mature manner, with a 25° nitery tax successfully. 
| vocalistically. At La Martinique. He stated further: FOR PERFORMERS 
: Phil Spitalny’s Line (9), Jose Curbelo Orch, Juan- | along with Buddy Saules she’s S aoe ? Unless there is available informa- Jules and Henny Kleinman 
| ito Sanabria Rhumba Band; min.| over with her neat conse wae sufficiently reliable to indicate 25-31-K 30th Road 
tt ! $2.50-$3.50. values, particularly when it comes to that these effects are considerably Long Island Ci “York 
All-Girl Orchestra OF knocking off a rhythm tune. | Sreater than was anticipated, con- 
/ | Complete new show with excep- | As for the rest of the bill, Lester is | Sideration of a change of rate would 
tion of a holdever, a comic who keeps | not be justified.” 
promucer, erial; Kenneth Buffet, young; decline is imminent after any tax ALWAYS WORKING! 
rte with his first effort. Revue has color, | hoofer-singer, needs experience: Bar. | boosting but is ¢ ‘ally stabiliz ; . 
| pace and verve and it’s outstanding |bara Blaine, acrobatic hoofer. is | ly stabilized to ‘White ROBERTS 
7 3 , for the Angel Lopez nitery. standard, the six line lookers are in vag new tax level. y 
4 | + a Reyes, doubling from the nearby | their usually simple dance patterns, | Treasury figures show computed vow on Sth week, Walton Roof, Phila 
| They re Dynamite {Mexican Hayride” (Winter. Gar- and the orchs of Maximilian Bergere tax under former 5% levy was start May 17, Lookout House 
i figure importantly in new lay- | and Sacassas play for patron cancing, | $1,932,518 for January, $1,629,928 for Starting, Jone 1, Glass Tat 
a it. L out. They're on in the initial pro- | Bergere at the piano still is sock on | February, and $1,694,885 for March. ||} Belmont. Plaza. New York City 
: } : x cuction piece, with their typical! accomp for the acts. Kahn. | New 30% tax went in April 1. | Dr. WM. MORRIS 
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Rexy- N. Y. 
nee Boswell, Raymond Scott 
Orch (19), Al Gordon's Dogs, Archi- 
pold & Seckler, Willie Howard, 
Roxyeites, “Pin-Up Girl” (20th), re- 


viewed in “Variety,” April 19, 


Co! 


show at the ee 
f the production flash an 
. expected at this house. Main- 
taining same setting throu shout the 
even 60-minute time, it’s almost the 
etyle of show to be caught at one of 
the opposition vand houses. Only in 
the finale and once In the first quar- 
ter do the Roxyettes work out. | 
Raymond Scotts orchestra is on 
from start to finish. Composed of 
four trumpets, four trombones, five 
and five rhythm, its a crack 
made up of some outstanding 
mentalists (Scott is CBS house 
and these are studio men) 
Webster, Charlie Shavers, 
‘it Yaner, etc. Its only fault is in 
abi. which may be the fault of 
the house. Nowhere along the route 
does it play a pop; all tunes are 
Scott written and_ it gets tiresome. 
“Basie Goes to Washington backs 
the Roxyettes in a cute rhythm rou- 
{ine costumed in brown top hats and 


This new 


sax 
pand 
jnstru 
conductor 
Jike Ben 


tails; “Halfway Happy.” a_ weird 
piece, backs Archibald & Seckler in 


a modernistic dance, backgrounded 
by a male and female dance group, 
that’s a bit too heavy for digestion. 
Later Scott contributes “Power- 
house.” one of his standards. 
Remaining acts are well selected 
and nicely inserted. Al Gordon's 
Dogs draw, solid belly-laughs doing 
nothing. They are cleverly trained 
to disregard all orders from Gordon. 
His chatter contributes to the amus- 
ing effect. Willie Howard uses his 
French routine, a  doubletalking 
stooge, a song or two and a takeoff 
on Sinatra (ineluding screams) —all 
ef which combine to send him off to 
smart response. 
Connee Boswell closes, putting 
herself over easily with “Love, Love, 
Love,” “Long Ago,” “Stardust,” “Do 
Nothing.” “Stormy Weather” and 
“San Fernando Valley” in the finale, 
with the line.. which is a riot of 
color and closes things out with en- 
thusiasm. Wood. 


Stanley, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, May 12. 


Tommy Tucker Orch (16), Ro- 
chelle & Beebe. Mr. Ballantine, Don 
Brown, Kerwin Somerville, Bud 
Kimker. 3 Two-Timers; “It Hap- 


pened Tomorrow” (UA). 

Tommy Tucker band knocks down 
zrade of entertainment-plus. Out- 
fit concentrates on both novelty and 
melodic material and crew maintains 
a high standard. 

Tucker is now using a trio of girls 
called the Two-Timers, who har- 
monize a couple of numbers sweetly 
but passively. Nothing out of the 
ordinary. Don Brown, a Tucker vet- 
eran who has both personality and 
voice; Kerwin Somerville, with a 
solid click of “The Man Who Comes 
Around.” and Bud Kimker, crack 
drummer whose comedy biz with the 
long hair, a sideman finally giving 
him a net to put over it so he can 
#et going, are all on the credit side. 

Unit carries two acts, Rochelle and 
Becbe and a guy who calls himself 
“The Amazing Mr. Ballantine.” 


| 


}conversation a 


jman, Frances Wayne, 


match, and Dick Merrick, romantic 
baliadist, also register nicely, 

Show is neatly rounded out by 
Ben Beri who mixes his wizardry at 
juggling with a nice sense of timing 
and fiair for comedy. 

House jammed 
(Saturday night). 


caught 
Shal. 


when 


Hipp. Balto 
Baltimore, May 14. 
(2), Flying Berrys 
Renald & Rudy, 
House Orch (12); 
end Seven Dwarfs” 


Arnaut Bros 
(4), Albins (2), 
Felice Inula and 
“Snow White 
(RKO). 


Brief and standard layout ob- 
viously aimed at juve trade attracted 
by tilm portion (“Snow White and 
Seven Dwarfs,” RKO). All four 
acts on bill are sight acts with only 
few announcements 
by the Arnauts. Plays well enough. 

Flying Berrys, family group of 
two adults and two youngsters essay 
the usual roller skating spins and 
throws, tossing in a bit of fancy 
skating for change of pace. Young- 
sters hold their Gwn in pleasing turn 
Which could stand cutting and point- 
ing for sock. Albins, mixed ball- 
room knockabout duo go through the 
w.k. business to okay response. 

Renald and Rudy are next with 
punchy hand to hand. Youngsters 
look weil stripped down to physical 
development and know how to build 


a trick to the limit. Arnauts are 
solid with their fiddle playing and 
bird courtship. Perfectly spotted 
here, vets give necessary stature to 


rest of the doings and bring matters 
to a highly suecessful finish. 


Biz okay. Burm. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, May 13. 
Woody Herman Orch (17) with 
Lenny Gale, Lyn Shirley, Hal Sher- 
Chubby Jack- 
son, Joe Phillips; 


Davey Tough, 


i“Heu, Rookie’ (Col). 


Woody Herman is back less than 
three months after playing the com- 
petish Chicago theatre, around the 
corner, and his repertoire is prac- 
tically the same. Opening with a 
loud And hot version of “Perdido” 
the band swings into a medley of 
“Frenesi,” “Blues in Night” and 
“Amen,” sung by Herman. Chubby 
Jackson, string bassist, scores with 
his playing of “Holiday for Strings” 


land his short comedy dance. Frances 


| 
| 
| 
| 


man, 


He’s | 


# lanky clown who roasts the magic | 


biz beautifully and demonstrates that 
to unmaster an art is sometimes even 


better than mastering it and fre- 
cuently, as in his case anyway, ,a 
great deal funnier, Rochelle and 


Beebe were in town a couple weeks 
ago at the Nixon Cafe. They're 


among the best of the comedy dance | 


Satirists. One of their outstanding 
virtues is that they seem to get as 
much kick as the cash customers out 
of their crisp clowning, hoofing and 
acrobatics Cohen. 


Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, May 13. 
Jerry Wald Orch With Ginny 
Pi well, Dick Merrick; Beatrice Kay. 
Sulvan Green. Ben Beri; “You Cait 


Ration Love” ‘Par). 

There's a treat both for bobby- 
soxers and a.k.’s on the Earle bill 
this sesh, 


ror the wedgie, sweater and crew 


Halrcut contingent there’s the zingy 
rhythms of Jerry Wald’s swing mer- 
ants, for the post-draft ager: 
eres Beatrice Kay, who can sing 
Ne ditties of the Gay 90's in the 
manner which made dad and grand- 
Pop give out With the “Oh you kid, 
£9-SK1G00 routine, 

‘iss Kay easily gets top honors 
bel her now standard medley of 
aes, “Curse of an Aching Heart.” 
I tral Care.” “Take Me Out to the 
plus a special guffaw- 
her Own version of “Tisket- 
p-Tasket.” [The tiny raucus diva 
‘aS trouble begging off. Miss Kay 


as. a knack of quieting down 
with eed wolves” that even they, 
twriae hom most performers have 
ton, give ‘er respectful atten- 
‘wae. 3 er accompanist on the Stein- 
“y, is her husband, Sylvan Green. 
ny, Wald has caught the fancy 
the 1 Juke box set as evidenced by 
got the youthful maestro 
numt wring he announced his various 
His hot licks on the 
kud ce stick also netted plenty 
front and in the galleries. 


| Winds up a bit. 


| balancing and acro work that’s top 


Wayne puts over “Music Stopped,” 
“Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night” 
and “Don't Cry Baby.” 

Lyn Shirley contributes a 
array of acrobatics that 
cludes hand stands and aerials with 
new twists; she clicks. Hal 
still being billed as 
‘Hellzapoppin’” is best when 
doing his sliding-skating eccentric 
routine and other dance bits and 
the panto of a sailor in a night-club. 
Chatter could be improved although 
he localizes much of it 
garners laughs. tecistered. 

Lenny Gale, also at the Chicago 
theatre recently, puts over a number 


nice 


from 


of good impressions, Fred Allen, | 
Charlie McCarthy, Willkie, Andy 
Devine, Rochester, Eleanor Roose- 


velt, closing with an imitation of the 
Four Inkspots singing “Maybe.” 
Morg. 


National, 


Louisville, May 12. 
Ted Fio Rito Band (15) with Patti 
Paliner. Quig Quigley, Solidaires, 
|Ward Swingie: The Graysons (2), 


| Morey Aisterdam; “Lady in Death 
| House” 


(PRC). 


Selid musical combo uhder Ted 
Fio Rito is on tap this week, bol- 
stered by capable vocalists, and a 
puir of acts, Graysons, acro team, 
and Morey Amsterdam, comedian. 

Consisting of four trumpets, five 
sax. including  flugelhorn, which 
gives saxes disiinctive quality, 
three trombones. and ae swingy 
rhvthm section. the crew dishes out 
melodies for all taste: Fio Rito 
vives with i nice assoriment of | 
music } hlighted by “One O'clock 
Jump then b Ward Swinegle, 
sax out to croon. Swingle does okay 
by “Marianne i en joins the 
Solidaires for jive vocaliz 

Patti Pali r, pretty vocalist 
registers wit Cow Cow Boogie 
and a toren ine, both plenty OK 
Encore \ When They Ask 
Yo Gal lice tage pres- 
ence, and ad clamout Adding a 
touch of nostalgia, Fio Rito turns t 
piano, playing a group of his com- 
positions, most of which are familiar. 

Graysons, mixed duo, do hand 


notch. Spectacular lifts and one- | 
arm balancing, winding up with a! 
fast routine of spins and_ control 


work send them off to solid hand. 


Morey Amsterdam, erstwhile Blue | hi 
with a} 


on 
anent 


conies 


gags 


network comic, 


cello, cracks a fe the 


sparsely filled house, and then gives | 


up mixture of chatter and unrelated 


of | 
from the pewholders, down | 


alec +: } 
“QS vocalists, Ginny Powell, a| 


Slick chick with a pair of pipes to 


gagging, which finally gets ‘cm. His 
style different. and probably this} 
audience wasn't quite nep to his} 
sophisticated gab. Received a good 


hand. however. 
Business was on 


caught friday 


light 
(12). 


side, at 


Hold. 


the 
chow 


contribute 


in- | 


Sher- | 
“direct | 


here and 


Musie Hall. N. Y. 


Don Cossack Chorus, Cariton Em- 
my’s Dogs, Rockettes, Corps de Bul- 
let, Music Hall Symphony Orch; 
“White Cliffs of Dover” (Metro), re- 
viewed in “Variety,” March 15, 

As usual, eye-filling Music Hall 
Stage settings, smart choreography 
and musical backgrounds provide 
good basic entertainment’ values. 
Outside talent additions are the Don 
Cossack chorus, which has been here 
before, and Carton Emmy’s dog act, 
both satistactory. 

Russian vocal group, with the 
pint-sized Serge Juaroff, conductor, 
as a humorous contrast to the tow- 
ering Cossack singers. score nicely 
though no sock, with Tschaikowsky’s 
“Souvenir” and folk songs. They're 
on again in a “Samovar” number. 
the outstanding piece. Huge, gilied 
samovar, slowly raised from the pit, 
is surrounded by teacups which 
turn into gaily-costumed Music Hall 
ballet dancers. Saucers become 
umbrellas. Couple of the girls are 
costumed as slices of lemon, another 
as a lump of sugar. 

First rate, also, is the “Pin-Up 
Girl” number, the Rockettes, strik- 
ingly costumed in black and red. 

For the finale there’s a parade of 
the ensemble in old model automo- 
biles, with modern jeeps and tanks 
| for contrast. Mori. 


State. N. ¥. 


Bob Hopkins, 4 Jewels. Cook & 
Christy, Arren & Broderick, Sunny 
| Skular, Adrian Rollini Trio, Ruby 


|Zwerliig’s House Band; “Broadway 
| Rhythm’ «M-G), 

A comparatively no-name bill, cur- 
rent setup at the State plays better 
than it looks on paper. Ably em- 
ceed by Bop Hopkins, a newcomer to 
eastern theatres, show is topped on 
the marquee by the Adrian Rollini 
Trio of instrumentalists and Sunny 
Skylar. both of whom have had con- 
siderable buildup locally on radio 
and in the saloons. Both Hopkins 
and Skylar are reviewed more ex- 
tensively under New Acts. 

The Rollini Trio ‘Rollini at the 
vibraharp and his two other instru- 
mentalists af the bullfiddle and steel 
guitar) are sock as usual with their 
straight musicalizing. 


Arren and Broderick. with their 
standard mixed man-woman, piano- 
vocalizing routine, contribute most 


of the bill's comedy. with Charlotte 
Arren’s nut warbling no small fac- 
tor in the act’s click, ably accomped 
at the piano by her partner. As 
usual. just to show that she can sing 
straight. Miss Arren does “Kiss Me 
Again” for her encore. 
Cook and Christy 
the layout’s 


Acts) 


other 


(New 
only 


comedy. 


| Jewels, standard but still click team 
of femme jugglers. 
Rubv Zwerling’s house band. on 


‘ 


| sfage instead of its usual pit spotting, 
| plays the show reatly. Kahn, 
Earle. Wash. 


Washington, May 12. 


with Lois Marie, Florence, Betty 
|} Lous and Sumphonettes; Lyda Sue, 
Cordyn & Sawyer, “Passage to Mar- 
seille’ (WB). 
orchestra, 
in good 
best known as 


| This is a nifty girls’ 
plaving hot and sweet 
portion. D’Artega 
arranger, but his distaff musi- 
cians make a nice appearance and 
pare clever with instruments. 


Snecialties include 


an 


3 Tais 
piano accordion, Martha 
doubles on drums and 
}xvlophone: Jane, violinist-whistler, 
land Vera who ficddles “Zieguener.” Act 
is prettily costumed and behind the 


vocal and 


Jean, who 


jvocals “I 
"44 | which 


clowning. 


|with the familiar 


Opening the bill are the 4} 


D'Artega and his 20 girl orchestra, | 


Mins. 
| State, N.. ¥. 


pro- | 


HOUSE REVIEWS 
RKO Reston 


Boston, May 12. 
Xavier Cugat Orch (29), Garcus 


Synchronization of their mouth and | 


other movements and Cross’ vocaliz- 
ing is uncanny. 

Johnny Bond, Ayres’ 
Opened Up a 
gains considerably his 
Its a bang-up number 
So, too, is “Make Believe Ball Room” 
which follows. 

The Andrews Sisters, localites, are 
theim usual riot. At show, caught 
they panicked patrons with vVigorou: 
interpretations ol “Boogie Wooczic 
Bugle Boys,” “Pistol Packin’ Mama.” 
“Shoo Shoo Baby” and “Strip Polka” 
comedy embellish- 

slam-bang show finisher. 
floor fairly well filled 
afternoon show Friday. 


Rees. 


Trunk” 


ments. A 
Lower 


opening 


| 
ait 


Orpheum. A. 
Los Angeles. May 12. 

Blackstone's Show of 1,001 Won- 
ders . “Lady -and. Monster” 
(Rep-2d run). 

Blackstone’s magic 
notch entertainment 
the Orpheum stage. 
tinually mystifies as he runs through | 
17 varied hocus-pocus routines, all | 
more or less standard to the trade, | 
done with superb dexterity. 

Tops among routines is the Float- 
ing Light. Blackstone even carries 
suspended bulb down into the audi- 
ence for closeup without being ex- | 
posed. The Disappearing Bird-Cage, 
worked with audience stooges, and 
the ghostly handkerchiefs are others 
that sell big. 

Commercial tieup with Pepsi-Cola 
hit a snag on show caught when 
oversized bottle of pop broke. Trick 
winds up with the disappearing milk 
stunt after full advantage has been 
taken of putting over sponsored soft 
drink. 

Pocket-picking routine, worked on 
a sailor chosen from audience, is | 
good for many chuckles. It’s best of 
audience-participation gags. Brog. 


provides top- 
this week on 
Magician con- | 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, May 11. 
Mitzi Mayfair, Herzogs (3), 
Arthur Blake, Glenns (3), Lunn 
Allison, Sain Jack Kaufman's House 
Orch; “Mabel’s Room” (UA). 


Mother’s Day overture opens this | 
snappy show with Lynn Allison and 
Bob Simpson on the vocals. 

Trailers part on a tasty setting, 
well lighted ond colorful, for the 
Glenns. two men and girl, who have 


evolved an unusual interval of 
gymnastics. Fast workers and well | 
received. Arthur Blake on next in 


character impressions, leaning heav- 
ily on satirical side, with Hollywood | 
stars taken for a ride, particularly 
Bette Davis Mitzi Mayfair has 
given up her ballet work for straight 
tap dancing. Her encore dance 
ilar to one she did in “Four Jills and 
a Jeep.” 

Five Herzog sisters close with a 
real thriller on the flying trapezes 

Arke. 


sim- 


New Acts 


SUNNY SKYLAR 
Songs 


Sunny Skylar for the past vear has 


been given a WOR, N, Y., buildup. 
{and this date is actually his first 
major theatre engagement. He just 
|closed at La Martinique, N. Y.., 


Marie 


nitery 


Skylal 


‘s main claim to prominence 


is his composing: namely, his writing 
lof lyrics to hit tunes, such as “Be- 
}same Mucho” and “Amor.” His voice 
is rather thin, though he puts over 
ballads in okay style. He's nice 


| looking, 


extra special stage setting of Harry | 
|} Anger makes a classy appearance. 
| Extra acts include Lyda Sue, a 
ble dance! who turns cart 
eels gracefully she’s well re 
ceived Cordyvn & Sawyer, are a 
couple of girl clowns who have just 
returned trom overseas USO 
tour, with a world of assurance. 
Their comedy corny but they 
were a solid hit with the first audi- 
ence, lalf an hour of good diver- 
S10n A Ke. 
| Orpheum. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, May 13. 
tchell Aures’ Orch (14) th 
D Dis d Ruth McCulloug!l 
] Ri Chris Cross Ait- 
dreuws Siste “er e 
( 
A t > ilone ‘ 
t ( ( ( ome! } 
‘ eir n t the ent 
Mite ell Avr orchestra anc Chris 
Cr . In particular, contribute a 
e of audience enjoy- 
me too 
Eve rv body Loves My B: by” is 
a fast and noi band openei Dick 
Dver. band's baritone, essays Be 
Seeing You” and “Long Ago and 
Far Away” to mild returns. Jimmy 
3vrnes inserts comedy touches into 


ited tap routines 
‘ullough, band’s femini 
“When They Ask 
“Besame 


Mc 
ly arbler. ha les 
About and Mucho” 
| adeauately Ste!l Slavin, girl trum- 
peter. grabs «ne spotlight for a so'o 
and Seul,” 


of “Body which demon- 
strates exceptional proficiency and 
| garners a well-deserved heavy hand. 
| Singing dolls of Chris Cross. s eee 
ful ventriloquist, repent toe it 
ithey’ve aiways ecored here before 


has stage presence, and went 


over okay here, though it’s doubttul 
vhether he’s trong enough to close 
e bill, which he did at the last 
how opening day. Kahi 


BOB HOPKINS 
Mimic 
Mins. 
State, N. ¥. 
Bob Hopkins is a voung chay 
a neat flair 
ag material could and 2 
best bet is takeoff on Bing Cros- 


for mimicry. though hi 
bolste i! 


bles 


ne resen qi e a vit 
his voice, too, has much of the 
B De 

He oO ceeing the 
€ eek, a JOD ne aoe 
He ce oOo pe - 
sonable Wit! indications hell 
ove as e aiong, Kal 
COOK & CHRISTY 
Comedy 
8 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 
Cook and Christy are a two-man 
team of gagsters who intersperse 
their act with comedy acrobatics 
iThe focal point is the little fellow 
and his milquetoast characterization. 


Their gags are weak and their act 
needs speedier pacing. It’s the kind 
of turn that could click with the 
right going-over. Kali. 
ORPH., MPLS., FIRE 
| Minneapolis, May 16 
| pheum theatre here,  plavyi 
Carroll's ‘Vanities’ on 
with the film, “Action in 
; Arabia,’ lost out on its two matinee 
; performances last Thursday :‘11) as 
ja result of a fire which destroyed it 
' witchboard. 


trumpeter | 


chant 


| liked. 


(2). Kurt 
Beriord: 
(RRO). 


Greve 
West? 


Rollini, George «& 
“The Falcon oO) 


Xavier Cugat’s outfit provides one 
of the more colorfi)] stage band 
units and it goes big with both aftere- 


noon a evening crowds Bobbvy- 
sockers are apparently sitting this 
one 

There's ple v of varietv in this 
avout Ss Sic to boot, 
Cues \ } oie onaltiv 

( and holds the 

orks Ice sti th 

( -Ci “Take It \ to 
Trom ne outse T ere tollioyw 
a half dozen numbers, all of the 

umba-conga flavor, including “Be- 
ame Mucho,” “Para Vigo Me Voy.” 
‘Babel’ end r Staiinchies Are 
rangcmecnts are varied and clever. 

Vocals are capably handied by 
Nita Rosa. Den Rodney and Del 


Campo. lasi-named doing the African 
in “Babalu.” 


Garcias lead off the 


specialties 

; With a pair of slinky Cuban dinces, 
the second one as the boy balances 
a glass of water on his head Big 
hele K 7 linvi owt dat 

click. hurt Rollini next with ceft 
balaneing siunts on a board and 


roller, and George and Gene Bernard 


finish up with socko comedy routine 
with imitations of Andrews Siste rs, 
Bing Crosby and Sinatra Worked 
;}too long at opener, but were well 
Biz off in a.m. Elie 


‘Invasion’ 


| top-ranking U. 


continued from page 1 — 


bitious undertaking to date in util- 
izing the production end of radio 
in propagandizing the Four Free- 
doms as the invasion forces move 
deeper into Nazified Europe. — the 
OWL, it’s reported, even plans to en- 
list the services of key procuction 
men with ad agencies and networks. 


Similarly emb¥aced in 
understood, is the idea 
S. stars 
of the liberated nations w! 


the plan, it’s 
to call 
from 


Upon 
each 


o hold the 


|}respect of their countrymen, for “on 
the scene” broadcasts in native 
tongue. 


Designation of Bob Colwell, v-p of 


J. Walter Thompson agency in 
charge of radio writing, on loan to 
OWI for an overseas assignment, 
is cued to the ambitious new project 
to be set in overation hen the 
invasion foices start rolling. Col- 
well, who shoves off soon for his 


overseas assignment, will move right 


in behind the Allied invaders to es- 
tablish the “thestres of the air.” 
He te and produce lio shows 
best sulted to the jocale and to in- 
doctrinate the people, both through 
educational and entertainment me- 
dia, with the American way of 
once a radio produc- 
tion unit is established in France, 
its planned to enlist such stars as 
| Charle Boyer and other famous 
Americans of French extraction to 
do ie dramatization S \ 
Marlene Dietrich. Albert EB ¢ an 
and numerous othe il) be €- 


cruited as the troops move into thei 


native Teutonie lands 

Col Work inde am 
S. Paiev. CBS pre also « 0 
OW! 10's attached » -€ eral 


E ennowel 


T-Day (Talent) To 
Follow Europe’s D-Day 


D-Day ‘ ‘ 
looming imminent! the questi« of 
r-D: how na ney ‘ i- 

ent talent to follo oO 1 ope 

j aaing Europe ‘ t 

harpl USO-Camp Sho it ails, 

a he matte ‘ p 

0 e Ai But the be ‘ at 

cre ead 

soon afte end 

ece ee > as 

B Isle em 

‘ ) ‘ f e. 

Re rif pep ¢ ‘ - 
1o € 
‘ ) ‘ ‘ ts 
( ) ( até e 
A eit as 
{o tele an that it is ge re = 
creasingly harder to fill the demands, 
The have appealed to azents to 
ielp find act ith “pitifully” small 
ce It e old of sup- 
p and demand, they say Part of 
ow telent is in service: general 
osperity ing greater calls 
talent foi Vilhan enterte ent, 
and USO cant eet incre g sal- 
abies 
One thing officials say about talent 
that does sign up for Overseas— 
thev've never had complaints trom 
anybeidy egainst serving in front 
sectors, ai specilyving here they 
ivill or won't go 


“Eg 
| = | 
| | 4 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
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VARIETY 


Variety Bills | 


WLEK OF MAY 18 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of shew, 


whether full or split weck. 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (18) 
Phil Spiitalny Orc 


State (18) 
Virginia Austin 
Joe. & M thits 


Block & Sully 


Jack Pepper 


Virginia Austin 


Pegey Fears 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (18) 


Cook & Christy 
Jerry Wayne 


NPW YORK CITY 
Paramount (17) 

Chas Spitak Bd 

Wessen Kros 

Tip, Tap & Toe 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (13) 

Lathrop & Lee 


Family 

Syd Chatton 

Helen Kane 

LaVere & Handman 

Coco, Steve & Eddy 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (17) 


| Al Norman 


HARTFORD 
State (19-21) 
Jerry Wald Orc 
liomer 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Cirele (18) 
Harry Howard 
Gay Nighties Rev 
NEWARK 
Adams (18). 
Billy Rose's Rev 
NORE OLK 
Center (18) 
The Gibsons 
Phil Brito 
Ray English 
Mitzi Mayfair 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (18) 
The Masons 
Muriel Lane 
Antnony & Rogers 
3 Winter Sis 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolit’n (19-21) 


Cab Calloway Ore 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (18-21) 

Charlies & Barbara 

Wally Ward 

George Ross 

Myrtill Paco Co 

Harris & Anders 

Dana & Kaplan 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (19-21) 

H Boyd & Jig Saws 

Sasha Leonoff 

Birdland 

3 Hearts 

Freddie Stritt 

WORCESTER 
Plymouth (14-17) 

Charles & Barbara 

Wally Ward 

Aunt Jemima 

George Ross 

Myrtill Pace Co 

Harris & Anders 

Bill Brown 


Cabaret Bills 


Gil Lamb Vaughn Monroe Bd 
Ray Eberle Chester Dolphin 
Tie Glens G & B Maison 
Bob Coftey Jane Slater NEW YORK CITY 
Aquarium Kest. Myra Kingsley 
John Wirby Ore Copacabana 
RKO Guy Granada Joe E. Lewis 
| The Freshmen Trio] F & E Barry 
Armundao’s Maureen Cannon 
Mellina Miller Althea Elder 
Bal Tavaris Carol King 
BOSTON Margo Roy Douglas Den Dennis 
Boston (18) Dian:ond Bros S Montmartre Gis | Estellita 
Ted Lewis Orc Johnnie Johnston Acorn & Simmons Joel Herron Ore 
CINCINNATI Walton & O'Rourke | Jack Barrie Frank Marti Ore 
Albee (19) COLUMBUS Lou Harold Ore ; Coa Rvuge 
Sammy Kaye Ore . we Frank Warven Ore | Dick Wilson Orch 
Jack Durant Palace (23-25) Bill Bertolotti’s Bizony Ensemble 
CLEVELAND Frankie Masters Or | Don Syivio Ore Diamond Horseshoe 
Palace (19) Edgar Kennedy Roberto Ore Bob Hall 
Henry Busse Orc Jean Carroll Bill’s Gay 90's La Pierre 
: Ethel Gilbert Herman Hyde & Co 
Joan Reilly Hazel Mangean 4 
Charles Rosoft Marcia Dule 
Bernie Grauer Frank Ross 
Harold Willard Cecil Lewin 
Jack Ryan Billy Banks 
bd Charles Stricklané’ | Four Rose Buds 
Jimmy Burns Bill 
Salisbu Bill Kelsey Mitche 
Gay %0's Quartette Michael Edwards 
Pantage (19-21) Midnite Scandals Biue Angel Milt 
Renfro Valley Show Wilmington Eddie Mavehoff Vincent Travers : 
; Carolina (18-206) Robert Crum G'wich Village Inn 
Mobile Spirit of Youth Revuers Marva. Louis 
Lyric (18-21) SOUTH CAROLINA | Evelyn Knight Bob Howard 
Star Dust Rev Anderson Herman Chittison 3 
Criterien (17) Cafe Society ‘red Kova 
(18) Meet the Girls (Uptowa) The Har'equin 
C’t Berni Vici Rev Columbia Hazel Scott Dale Belmont 
BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 
NEW YORK BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 
{ (17) Jimmy Savo Pasha 
ata Spirit o Youth Mildred ‘ 
° Charleston Teddy Wilson Ore Jay owar 
Modjeska (18-20) Victory (15-16) Cafe Soctety Margo 
Steet Sire Spirit of Youth (Downtown) Ramon’s Ore 
Rome Spartanburg Bonds & Cook Irving Conn 3 
Gordon (17) State (15-16) Wilma Gray Hotel Astor 
Renfro Valley Show | weet the Girls Josh White Dick Kuhn Ore 
NORTH CAROLINA VIRGINIA Eddie Heywood Ore! Jose Morand Ore 
Chariotte Newport News Casbah Hotel Belment 
Broadway (19-21) James (15-17) Sandra Kiraly Plaza 
Midnite Scandals Tropical Nights Jimmy Harkins 8 (Glass Hat) 
Greensboro Roanoke Danny Yates Ore Mickey Alpert Ore 
National (16) Roanoke Russe Peter Chan 
5 Midnite Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko Mei Lings 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (19) 
Tars & Spars 
(32) 

Tars & Spars 
ELMIRA 
Keeney (15-17) 

Bob Chester Orc 
PHILADELPHIA 
Farle (19) 
Teddy Powell Ore 

Virginia Weidler 
Hibbert. Byrd & L 
Ted & Fie Vallett 
(12) 
Jerry Wald 
Reatrice Kay 


Ben Beri 


Ore 


PITTSBURGH 

Stanley (19) 
Beatrice Kay 
Carr Bros 
Bob Chester Ore 

(12) 

Tommy Tucker 
Ballantine 
Rechelle & Beebe 

WASHINGTON 


Karle (1%) 
D'Artega Orc 
Lyda Sue 
Cerdyn & Sawyer 

(12) 
D’Artega Ore 
Lyda Sue 


Cerdyn & Sawyer 


Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veraltle Ballet 
Viadimir Lazarev 
|C Codolban Ore 
Eddie Steele 
Gartand Wilson 
Cerutti's - 


Kathryn Lee Chang 
Wong Sis 

Hotel Biltmore 
Ann Warren 
Hal Chase 
Ray Heetherton Orc 
flotel Commodore 


Hetel Park Centra: 


Louis Prima Orc 
3 & G Bernard 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Frankie Carle Ore 
Hotere Pierre 
Eddie Garr 
Winters & Angeline 
Stanley Melha Ore 
Hotel Plaza 


| Hildegarde 
1 


eo Kahn 
Mark Monte Ore 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Waiter Perner Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
Clemente Oro 
Fiorinda 
Joseph Marvin Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
Duncan Sis 
Lee Conna Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Delores De! Carmen 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Freddy Miller Ore 
Theodora Brooks 
De Angelo & Vany 
Virginia Hays 
Maximillian Ens 
Evan Jones Orc 
Hote) Taft 
Vineent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldorf-A 
Morton Downey 
G Hamilton Ore 
Mischa Borr Orc 
Harricane 
Duke Ellington Orc 
Wini Johnson 
Michael Raymond 
Albert Hibblen 
Bobby Baxter 
Harvers & Dale 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Honeychiles 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Glenda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
Moya Gifford 
Roberto & Aida 
John Rockwood 
Renee 
Rosita 
Margaret Gray 
Virginia Fait 
Carter & Ross 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly’s Stahle 
Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman Hawkins 
Clarence Profit 8 
Dink Patterson 
Billy Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 
Conga 
B Reilly 
Harris, Claire & S 
Servando Diaz 3 
Machito Rhumba Bd 
ia Martinique 
Buddy Lester 
Rose Marie 
Barbara Blaine 
Kenneth Buffett 
Maxi Bergere Ore 
Socasses Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Renny Fields 
Mazzone & Abbott 
boc Marcus 
Blanchards 
Adele Parish 
Gaudsmith Bros 
H Williams 3 
Don McGrane Orch 
Camay 
La Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Holm 
Leon & 
Mary Ann Brown 
Eddie Davis 
Sherry Britton 
3 Little Sis 
Wynn 2 
Ken Buffett 
Walter John 


Beatrice Fung Oye 
DeMay & Moore 
Lou Martis Ore 
Monte Carle 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Elayne Hume 
Ralph Retgers Bd 
Nima Orla 
Old Reumaniaa 
Ralph Fielder 
Harriet 
Vera Niva 
Murray White 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Paris Qui Chante 
Irene Hilda 
Bob Maurice 
June Hawkins 
Leo Pleskow 
Eric Asken 
Myrette Ponsele 
Queen “Mary 
Naya Grecia 
Castaine & Barry 
Guy Martin Girls 
Pat Clayton 
Irving Conn Ore 
Peter Rotunda Bd 
Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers 
Harry Lefeourt Or« 
Papaya Hawaiians 
Victor Quartet 
Harold Green 
Ross Maclean 
Phil D’Arcy 
3 Merrymakers 
Sig Schotb Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
Imogene Coca 
Daphne Hellman 
Diane Courtney 
Irwin Corey 
Sammy's 
Bowery Gay 90's 
Marty Reide 
Jack Sheehan 
Spivy'’s Roof 
Spivy 
Walter Liberace 
Fred Keating 
Stork Club 
Russ Smith Orch 
Tavern-on-Green 
Joe Ricarde) Ore 
Tony's Trouville 
Cy Walter 
Muriel Burton 
Ubanei Clab 
Viola Jefferson 
Hot Cha Drew 
Versailles 
Carl Brisson 
Paul Rosini 
RayeSinatra Ore 
Machito Bd 
Diana Corday 
Larry Douglas 
Village Barn 
Zev Carver 
Dick Thomas 
Red River Dave 
Estelle Loring 
Tiny Clark 
Gerri Gale 
Pop Brogvniee’s H 
Village Vanecuard 
Patricia Ford 
Ginger Dulo 
Gwen Tyne 
Clarence Profit 3 
Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Graham Sis 
Tommy Hayden 
Bob Parker 
Gertrude Hild 
The Pavells 
Harry Horton Ore 
Zanzibar 
Ethel Waters 
Maurice Rocco 
Berry Bros 
3 Peppers 
LeRoy Waits 
Tops & Wilda 
Irv Carroll 
Peewee Marquette 


Hal Thomas Bd 


Wednesday, May 17, 1944 


Literati 


Circulation Figures 


The N. Y. Daily News continues to 
lead U. S. newspapers by a wide 
margin, according to latest circula- 
tion figures prepared by N. W. Ayer 
Co, Sunday edition of the News has 
hit total of 3,893,395. N. Y. Mirror 
is a distant second with 1,673,528. 

Daily circulation of the News is 
2,000,999. Chicago Tribune is second 
with 940,751; Mirror third with 770,- 
340. New York has five sheets among 
the dozen highest daily circulation 
papers in the entire country, balance 
of list reading as follows: 

Journal-American, 641,194; Phila- 
delphia Bulletin, 639,110; Philadel- 
phia Inquirer, 477,754; Chicago Her- 
ald-American, 471,866; N. Y. Times, 
419.447; Chicago News, 412,148; Chi- 
cago Times, 399,054; Boston Post, 
396,804: New York World-Telegram, 
389,256. 

Other figures are: 
Tribune, 296,197; San ‘Francisco 
Chronicle, 118,830; Detroit News, 
387,757; Kansas City Star, 337,955; 
Washington Post, 161,910; Los An- 
geles Times, 245,375. 


N. Y. Herald 


Sidney Carroll Overseas 
Sidney Carroll, one of the Esquire 
and Coronet editors, who for the 
past five years has been stationed in 
Hollywood, has been assigned as a 
war correspondent by these publica- 
tions to the South Pacific area. 
Carroll is now in the process of 
completing his assignments in Holly- 
wood and will shortly leave for the 
war fronts. 


Harold V. Cohen’s Reprieve 


Harold V. Cohen, drama and film 
critic of Post-Gazette, and “Variety” 
mugg in Pittsburgh, not yet in service 
as had been supposed and unlikely 
to be now. Cohen passed his physical 
more than two months ago and was 
accepted by army, but over-26 freeze 
came along while he was awaiting 
induction. 

Looks at present as if he won't 
be called up at all since stays at 
least until end of the year are indi- 
cated for those more than 30, and 
Cohen will reach the 38 mark in an- 
other few months. 


Pacific Yank Pony Edition 


Pacific Yank, Army weekly pub- 
lished in Hawaii, is now also putting 
out a pony edition. Intended pri- 
marily to be flown to isles like 


Independent 


NEW YORK CITY 

Musice Hall (18) 
Den Cossack Co 
Serge Jaroft 


Carlion Emmy 
Marie Grimalhlit 
Geo Young 
Roxy (18) 
P Scott Ore 
Connee Boswell 
Willie Howard 


Crotona (16) 
The Martingales 
Al Norman 
Ora May Diamond 
Valerie Vincent 
Freed & May 
Tial Stone Co 
Mitton Blakely 
The Mad Gibsor 

LONG ISLAND 
(15-17) 
Rill Huggins 
Robby Carr Co 
Hart & Dynes 
Elmer Cleve 
Lynn & Larry 

(18) 
Jans & Lawlor 
Freed & May 
Milion Blakely 
18-2 
Lafleur & Manners 
NMinda Lang 
Hal Stone Co 


The Byrne Sis 
Lynbrook (20-21) 
Ollie Franks 
(Four to fill) 
ALLENTOWN 


State (22-24) 
Roy Rogers 
(Four to fill) 


BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (22) 
Jerry & J Brandow 
Marjorie Gainsw'rih 
3 Edwards Bros 
Cy Reeves 
Gautier Steepl'ch’' se 
State (18-20) 
Rosalie Dee 
Valentine 
Roy Rogers 
Johnny Balab'now 3 
21-24) 
Rob Hopkins 
3’ Galli Sis 
CAMDEN 
Towers (19-21) 
Olympic Gls 
Hank Sieman 
Barr & Estes 
Ray Styles 
Radio Aces 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (18-21) 
Bill Huggins 
Bobby Carr Co 
Hart & Dynes 


Al Stevens 


Martingales 


3 ON BROADWAY 


| Personal 


TIP, TAP and TOE 


Paramount, New York 
Met.: 


Continued from page 3 


a large number of shareholders since 
the sale of the RCA-Rockefeller 
holdings. With the large stock-hold- 
ing interests such as RCA and Rocke- 
feller long since out of the company, 
it is pointed out in Wall Street circles 
that Odlum no longer needs to hold 
as much as 50% of the stock in order 
to maintain control, and that he 
could retain his position with a great 
deal less RKO stock in his portfolio. 


In regard to a complete sellout of 
RKO holdings by Atlas, it is pointed 
out in financial circles that profits 
from the picture company would be 
sharply limited by excess profits 
taxes, and that Odlum could likely 
do better under the capital gains tax 
by outright sale of assets. 

In any event, Odlum’s record in- 
dicates that he is primarily a buy- 
and-sell operator and he has report- 


EDDIE SMITH 


Personal Mat.: 


GAUDSMITH BROS. 
Latin Quarter, New York 


EDDIE SMITH 


Personal Meat.: 


BEATRICE HOWELL 
Capitol Theatre, New York 


With Phil Spitalny’s Orch. 


EDDIE SMITH 


Clup 18 
Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 
Jerry Blanchard 
Ann Paige 
Fddie Lord 
Marsha Kent 
Gordon Andrews O 
Frankie 

Clab 51 
Frankie 
Pat Harrington 
Jack Sharkey 
“Proft’ Adducie 
Hilda Taylor 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Anita Chandler 
Ben racy 
Benny Martini 

Club 1-2-3 


Orc 


Roger Stearas 


Froeba Ore 


Georgie Auld Ore 
Miller Modernaires 
Hotel] Dixte 

Al Trace Orc 
Hetel Edison 

Art Kassel Orc 

Hotel Wssex House 

Nick D'Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 

Lani McIntire Ore 

Leilani 

Mokibana 

Al McIntire 

Harold Aloma 
Hotel Lincoln 

Count Basie Ore 
Hotel McAlipin 

Gladys Tell 

Ernest Hamory 

Eric Cotrea Ore 

Hote] New Yorker 


Jerry Waid Ore 


| edly been ready to sell RKO before 
| though the offers which have been 
| heretofore submitted were inade- 
| quate and therefore not given any 
| serious consideration. 
| Atlas bought into RKO with an or- 
| iginal investment of around $1.250.- 
000, which later reportedly increased 
|} to over $6,000,000. Deal to swing 


purchase of Atlas holdings at this | 


| of more than $10,000,000. 

Various Deals 
Among those who have variously 
been mentioned dickering for the 
| purchase of RKO during the past 
; two seasons were Jules C. Stein, 
prez of Music Corp. of America: a 
group headed up by Joseph Bern- 
hard, and William Goetz-Leo Spitz. 
Bid submitted by the Stein group 
about two years ago, when company 
Operations were at low ebb. was 
tossed out by Odlum without a second 
glance because offer was predicated 

on auction-block premise. 
.- Current reports are of purchase 
by a group of investment bankers 
following which stock deals may be 
made with film producing combina- 
tions, similar to the deal made when 
Darryl F. Zanuck and Joseph M. 
Schenck brought 20th Century into 
Fox. Independent units already 


| time would likely involve an outlay 
| 


provide the bulk of RKO product. 


Tarawa, Makin, Eniwetok and others 
| in the Gilberts or Marshalls, pony 
sheet is 40° smaller than regular 
edition, but otherwise contains all 
of its material. Limited plane space 
necessitated the pony-size_ sheet, 
idea being Sgt. Merle Miller's, mg. 
ed. of the Pacific edition. 

Paper is understood to follow right 
on the G.I.’s heels, a week after we 
take each successive isle. Pony edi- 
tion also is flown to Navy installa- 
tions, the gobs not getting other 
magazines as quickly. 


La Cossitt Collier’s Ed 

Henry La Cossitt, who had been 
managing editor of Collier's, has 
been upped to editor of the publica- 
tion succeeding the late Charles 
Colebaugh, appointment being made 
last week. La Cossitt, 42, has been 
associated with the Crowell-Collier 
Publishing Co. since 1941, when he 
became fiction editor of The Ameri- 
can Magazine. 

He. has written fiction and articles 
for various magazines and was an 
editor for Doubleday, Doran & Co. 
He has been a writer for Universal 
pix and a member of the editorial 
staff of 20th-Fox in New York. 


War Jitters in News 

The big dailies nationally have 
had to publish spotlight boxes re- 
questing no telephonic queries on 
“what's happening in the invasion?”, 
eic. 

Too much war jitter stuff clogged 
up the phones. 


Pulitzer By Proxy 
New York. 
Editor, “Variety”: 
* Don't know if this is sort of item 


interests me (and my family) as you 
can readily see. My sister, Jean 
Weidman, who is the eastern editor 
|and head of the N. Y. office of the 
| Producers Reading Co. inde- 
| pendent story department servicing 
a group of independent producers on 
| the Coast: Manny Wolfe heads up 


| the Hollywood office) has just be- 
come the wife of David Sinclair, son 
of Upton Sinclair, which makes her 
daughter-in-law of a Pulitzer Prize 
novelist and makes me what? 
Jerome Weidinan. 


you're interested in, but it certainly | 


Fire-Escape Clause 

There has been an unorganizeg 
protest, among certain writer trade. 
papers, and writers in general, some 
members of The Authors League 
and others not, against the policy 0; 
book prize contests offered by vari. 
ous book publishers. The present big 
one is the $30,000 Doubleday-Doran 
offer. The resentment is against 
call-it-all-off-clause. 


The setup is identical. Certain 
kinds of writers.can enter novels, 
with a closing date for submission, 
The prizes will be announced at an. 
other certain date. All this, nature 
ally, covers quite a lapse of time— 
making submission elsewhere im. 
possible of the novel manuscripts 
during this period. There has been 
no complaint on that score. Every 
writer knows he is taking a gamble. 
The protest is against the clause in 
the prize contest which states: “if no 
entry is deemed worthy no prizes 
shall be given, mss will be returned, 
and the entire contest called off.” 
This has happened several times in 
the last two years. 


Now, argue the authors, a contest 
for prizes is such or it isn’t—there is 
no in-between. They take a chance 
because of the possible rewards. It 
is unfair to ask them to tie up mss 
and then informed — after 
months—the publisher has decided 
to declare the contest as if it never 
existed—all entries being on the nsg 
side. Since many well-known pro- 
fessionals are contestants this can- 
not be true. The argument is that 
the publisher gets a great amount of 
free publicity for his firm and books 
throughout the country and it 
doesn’t cost him a penny. The au- 
thors are the goats. Up to date there 
has been no rebuttal from the pub- 
lishers on what one wag called “a 
fire-escape clause.” 


Mead’s Foxhole Experiences 

Senator James Mead of New York, 
has recorded his experience on tour- 
ing the fighting fronts last year, in a 
book, “Tell the Folks Back Home.” 

In it he makes mention of a group 
of USO entertainers he met in Basra, 
Arabia, who, because of the extreme 
heat, which sometimes hits 155 de- 
grees in the shade, had to change 
their program when the wax on 
their accordions melted. 

He had nothing but the highest 
praise for the marvelous job being 
done by USO groups overseas. 


Man to Men 

Combo editorial and ad sports cole 
umn is the new idea of Don Herold, 
cartoonist and author, who's also done 
much publishing promotion work. 
Will pattern it after that “Buy-Lines” 
column conducted by Nancy Stasser 
for femmes. 

Herold hopes to sell the column, 
which he will call “Man to Men,” to 
about 50 of the leading Sunday 
papers, and claims to have most of 
that number already signed up. As- 
serts he has a sufficient number of 
advertisers set to enable a start, tc9, 
but space limitation is retarding his 
start. Most of the papers signed rer 
putedly are as yet unable to find 
regular space for the column. 

Herold will both write and illus- 
trate the column, which will deal in 
matters of interest to men only. Will 
intermix editorialized ads with 
straight editorial matter. Advertis- 
ers being guaranteed a circulatien of 
12,000,000 as a starter. 


Teheran Tidings 

Newest film fan magazine is 
Holly-Wood, making its debut in 
Teheran, Iran, chiefly for the soldier 
trade. 

Warners received a letter from the 
editor, A. Moez, asking for studio 
news and dated Dec. 16, 1943, show- 
ing what a tough time the editor has 
in keeping up with Hollywood tid- 
ings. 


A New Kind of “Variety” Gripe 
Italy. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

I have a bone to pick with you. 
|Many of my friends and colleagues 
rush into my office daily and it 
isn’t to see me or to listen to my 
radio. They know that I have @ 
| “Variety” file. So they come in, 
|read them, scatter them all over, 
'clip them and leave me with the 
job of cleaning up when they are 
gone. I ought to resent this on pro- 
fessional grounds. Instead I bask 1" 
the reflected glory, as the boys make 
good by saying, “So, you used to 
work for this sheet, heh?” 

I should have written sooner and 
certainly more often, but the work 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Strawhat Troupes Still Under Par 


Operetta Projects on Upbeat 


The summer rural stocks are way? 


under par as to the number in pre- 
war seasons but there has been a 
steady growth of operetta projects, 
most of them with civie or municipal 
support. Professional talent is used 
in the casts while local amateurs are 
used for the ensembles as a rule. As 
indicated recently there chould be 
little unemployment among stage 
people, 15 operetta outfits further 
supporting that idea. 

The Tams-Witmark Music Library 
has entered into eontracts with the 
following companies for operettas 
which it handles, deals being from 
four to 10 weeks: 

St. Louis, Forest Park (Municipal 
Opera Co., John Kennedy, managing 
director, opens June 1). 

New York, City Center (Belmont 


Operetta Co.) (open). 


Los Angeles ‘Civic Light Opera 
Co.). 

Los Angeles, Philharmonic Audi- 
torium (May. 22). 

San Francisco, 
(open). 

Grand Rapids, Ramona Park (Mu- 
nicipal Opera Assn.) ‘July 3). 

Dallas, State Fair (opens May 19). 

Memphis, Overton Park theatre 
(opens July 10) ‘Joseph Cortez, mg. 
director). 

Vancouver, B. C., Stanley Park 
(opens July 3). 

Milburn, N. J., Paper Mill Play- 
house (open). (Frank Carington, 
mg. director). 

Toledo, Walbridge Park, Zoo the- 
atre (opens July 1). 

San Antonio (Civic Opera Co.) 
(open). 

Similar ventures are listed for 
Portland, Ore., and Seattle, both be- 
ing new, also Cain Park, Cleveland, 
latter troupe being reportedly semi- 
pro. In addition a municipal opera 
season is planned for Washington, 
D. C.,, should may get going during 
June. 


Curran theatre 


Summer Stocks 


Summer stock places filed with 
Equity, not including three neigh- 
borhood houses ‘Flatbush, Brooklyn; 
Windser, Bronx, and Queensboro, 
Elmhurst, L. I.); localities, theatres 
and directors are: 


Dallas, Starlight, 
berg. 

Toronto, Royal Alexandra; Ernest 
Rawley. 

HolyoRe, Mass., Mountain 
Carlton and Jean Guild. 

Peak Island, Me., Norman Brace. 


Max Koenigs- 


Cambridge, Mass., Brattle Hall; 
John Huntington, Louise Falk. 
Worcester, Playhouse; Guy Pal- 
merton. 


Fitchburg, Mass., Lake theatre; Guy 
Palmerton. 

Philadelphia, Bellevue 
hotel; Theron Bamberger. 

Nantucket Island, Wharf theatre; 
Miranda D’Ancona. 

American Music Hall, New York 
(East Side); A. Steinberg. 


Stratford 


Allentown, Pa., Lyric; Lewis 
Charles. 

Cape May, N. J., Cape theatre; T. 
C. Upham. 


Wildwood Crest, N. J., Crest the- 
atre; T. C. Upham. 

Hartford; G. Galinsky. 

Stamford, Conn. ‘to be filed with 
Equity); Gus Shirmer, Jr. 


PRODUCING NEWCOMERS 
SPLIT ON ‘STOVEPIPE’ 


A newcomer in the legit manager- | 


ial field is Carl E. Ring. whose musi- 
cal, “The Stovepipe Hat,” is due to 
open in New Haven tomorrow (18) 
prior to a Boston tryout. Irving 
Gaumont, also virtually new on 
Broadway, was to have been co-pro- 
ducer but withdrew last week after 
Ring went into court and secured 
an injunction restraining the partner 
from interfering with the attraction. 
Evidently Gaumont did not put up 
his share of the money required to 
present the show, but Ring agreed 
to reimburse his erstwhile partner to 
the extent of $6,000, said to have 
been preliminary expense. 


Ring is said to be a patent attor- 
ney and inventor who has factories 
In New Jersey where various 
Badgets are manufactured. Reputed 
“Hat” cost was $82,000, of which 
Ring Out up $55,000, the balance be- 
ing invested by friends. Film com- 
Panies were approached with the 
idea of having them purchase an 
interest but although the show’s 
Score was liked, no picture coin is 
known ta be represented. Gaumant 
Owns a string of hamburger and 
coffee shops in New York. 


Park; | 


Switches Theatres For 


Portland, Ore., May 16. 

After months of yelps because of 
inability to see and hear drama in 
the large public auditorium here, 
Rose McCurdy, United Booking Of- 
fice franchise holder, has announced 
future road attractions will go into 
the Mayfair (ex Heilig). 

Mrs. McCurdy will bring stage at- 
tractions into the Mayfair through 
an agreement with the J. J. Parker 
and Hamrick-Evergreen organiza- 
tions, co-Operators of the Mayfair. 
The switch will be made after the 
run of “Student Prince,” May 21, in 
the auditorium. 


Indicate Heat Likely 
To Shutter Century, 
Adelphi for Summer 


The Century and Adelphi theatres, 
N. Y., acquired by the Shuberts this 
season to solve the theatre shortage 
for musical shows, will probably 
both be dark during the summer. 
Latter house closed with the collapse 
of “Allah Be Praised,” while the 
Century is tenanted by the strong- 
grossing “Follow the Girls.” Book- 
ing plans call for “Girls” to move to 
the Majestic on June 9, although 
that house gets the new “Dream 
With Music” on Thursday (18). 

“Music” is slated to move to, the 
44th Street, which will be vacated 
this week by “Winged Victory.” 
Cooling systems provide the reason 
for the switching. The 44th Street 
is being equipped but the work is 
incomplete, while the Majestic in- 
stalled an air-cooling plant before 
priorities. 

Reported that the priority hurdle 
was cleared for the 44th Street by 
request of the Army Emergency Re- 
lief Fund, which gets the “Victory” 
profits, but the Army Aijir Force 
drama will not benefit since it is 
closing. 
air-cooling at the Century, 
which the Shuberts spent 
$100,000 to recondition, but the price 
demanded for the apparatus killed 
the deal. Large fans have been in- 


upon 


May warmth. 
| For a time Richard Kollmar fig- 


concluded Saturday (13), but after 
|cast changes the new musical was 
booked in. 


‘OKLA’ WOULD HOLD 


Theatre Guild proposes 
|an extra matinee weekly of “Okla- 
iononl at the St. James, N. Y., audi- 
ences to be restricted to men and 
| women in uniform. Plans, however, 
are incomplete. A reduced admis- 
sion charge will apply, amount not 
| definite, since the Guild awaits an 
| answer to its application to remove 
the federal tax on the ground that 
the matinees will be nonprofit per- 
formances. A system of ticket dis- 
tribution is being mulled, for the 
| boxoffice will not handle the paste- 
| boards. 

| There are two USO-Camp Shows 
units of “Oklahoma” aimed for the 
war fronts or localities not far re- 


York being to accommodate those in 
lthe armed forces unable to secure 
tickets regularly. 


‘Gross Revises Finances, 
Wants Chicken Every Day 


| Financial setup of “Chicken Every 
| Sunday,” which has been getting 
moderate grosses at the Miller, N. Y., 
has been revised by Edward Gross, 
producer, new in legit. A reduction 
of operating expense has _ been 
worked out after it was indicated 
that while the show’s business war- 
ranted a profit, there was none. 
“Chicken” had an unusual royalty 
arrangement, regular percentages of 
the gross going to the author of the 
book from which the play was 
adapted and similar payments going 
to the dramatists, Julius and Philip 
Epstein, Warner Bros. writer- pro- 
ducers. The royalty percentages 
have been put on a new basis, 
and with some changes in the 


show Gross is said to have cut the 
nut by an estimated $1,000 weekly. 


Port. (Ore.) Shows 


There was a deal to install | 


around | 


stalled at the Century to offset the | one time that the company was los- | 


ured on closing “Dream” for eight | 
weeks after the Boston tryout, which | 


SERVICEMEN MATS: 


to give | 


moved, idea of the matinees in New | 


‘Rebecca’ Royalties 
Cue Guild Uncertainty 


Click of “Rebecca” as a stage play 
Payne-Jennings, with the 
Shuberts also interested) has the 
Dramatists Guild a bit upset because 
it’s a reversal of form. The Daphne 
du Maurier book became a film hit 
and finally a play (now in Chicago), 
which differs from the usual pro- 
cedure; hence the royalty terms are 
| upsetting the Guild in that there is 
no standard provision when such a 
reverse sequence occurs. 


Philly Opera Co. 
Still Scrambled 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

Affairs of the Philadelphia Opera 
Co., recently reported in financial 
difficulties, are still scrambled. Its 
board chairman and chief “angel,” 
Mrs. Efrem Zimbalist, daughter of 
Cyrus H. K. Curtis, Curtis Publish- 
ing Co. founder, has resigned from 
the company, with others expected 
to follow. An audit of the com- 
pany’s books. ordered two weeks 
ago, is still going on, with creditors 
refusing a 25% settlement until the 
audit is comoleted. There has been 
no audit in two years. 

Officials have been busy this week, 
soliciting larger creditors-to donate 
their claims as gifts to the company, 
with some success. They claim also 
to have raised sufficient funds to 
pay off other creditors in full. The 
Government is a preferred creditor 
with approximately $5,000 still owed 
in withholding taxes. Other claims 
include Erlanger theatre (William 
Goldman); Academy of Music; 
newspapers (Bulletin, $800; Inquirer, 
$400; Record, $450); costumers, 
$1,100; hauling, $2,000; and _ scenic 
designers, $2,000. Mrs. Zimbalist is 
reported to have paid the scenic bill 
personally, resigning from the com- 
pany on learning the bill had been 
incurred in her name. 


Extend Legit Season 
At Erie, Schenectady 


Schenectady, May 16. 

Profitable business for road shows 
booked into the Erie theatre here 
during 1943-44, and a plenitude of 
spending money, have led the Fabian 
circuit management to extend the 
season into June. This is the latest 
in years for legit hereabouts. 

Louis R. Golding, division mana- 
ger, has slated “Arsenic and Old 
| Lace” for a repeat, June 2-3, and 
| “Kiss and Tell,” June 9-10. The per- 
ennial “Blossom Time” will be pre- 
sented May 19-20. 

The Erie (old Proctor house) is 
the only theatre in the capital dis- 
trict playing traveling attractions. 


$93,380 Balance Leaves 
Actors Fund in Better 
Shape Than for Years 


The 62d annual meeting of the Ac- 
tors Fund of America was held at 
the Lyceum, N. Y., Friday (12), when 
it was revealed that the leading stage 
charity was in better financial con- 
dition than in previous years. In- 
come from all sources totaled $251,- 
415, disbursements amounting to 
$158,035, leaving a balance of $93,380. 

Over a period of time the Fund 
ran into deficits almost annually. 
Satisfactory condition of the treas- 
ury is credited to more employment 
in the profession and support of the 
public. For the next year the Fund 
is budgeted to raise at least $206,000, 
or $40,000 more than anticipated at 
the last meeting, because of increase 
in living costs. The added antici- 
pated income is expected to come 
from bequests and donations. Dur- 


The company, managed by David | 
Hocker ‘also manager of Phila- | 
delphia’s Robin Hood Dell), has| 
Operated on a deficit since it was | 
founded six years ago. This year, | 
instead of spreading eight per- | 
formances over a full season, it | 
i bunched its home stay to 16 per-} 
formances in a November fortnight, | 
to sparse business. It then toured | 
for 100 engagements, which also | 
proved costly, Hocker disclosing at 


ing $500 weekly on the road. Com- |! 
pany officials admit to losing $25,000 
this season alone. Previous five sea- 
sons had left the company with 
| about a $40,000 deficit, covered by a 
note carried with the Pennsylvania 
Co., endorsed by four socialite board | 
members. The note is being paid 
off at $1,000 a quarter-year, board | 
members being informed that full 
payment of the balance is expected | 
by October. 
Doard members were surprised this 
| spring when musical director Sylvan 
| Levin, co-founder with Hocker of 
| the company, resigned because of | 
| the company's “artistic deteriora- 
|}tion” and his dissatisfaction with 
approach” on the 


its “commercial 
road. Levin's successor, Ezra Rach- 
| lin, was fined $200 by the musicians’ 


| local for his arbitrary firing of one 


of the players, the fine being re- 
duced to $50 at the player’s request. 
Orchestra players, getting $85 on 
tour, were entitled to extra pay 


when admission prices went over $2, | 


and have certified manager Hocker 
{to their union for allegedly with- 
| holding some of their money. This 
is still under arbitration. This sea- 
son’s tour was booked by the Sol 


| Hurok office, Hurok reportedly pay- | 


| ing the bills for the final two weeks. 
|The company has been advertised 
| for an extensive tour by Hurok for 
inext season. 


Cohan Estate Snag 
Halts Coast Plays 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Last-minute complications in the 
involved George 
| will halt presentation of eight of his 
plays during the summer festival at 
the Pasadena Community Playhouse. 


works of the late Sidney Howard, 
California-born playwright. 


Strawhat Stock for L.A. 


Hollywood, May 16. 
Left Bank theatre, on Sunset blvd. 
was purchased by Jim Dolan for a 
season of summer stock. 
First play on the program will be 
“Love Is a Mirage,” opening June 1 


M. Cohan estate | 


The local group will substitute the | 


ing the year bequests 
largest item of income, total being 
$44,129, of which $20,000 came from 
Edward Franklyn and Mary Lee 
Cole, while the latter gave an addi- 
tional $10,633. 
fessionals, 
$6,712 bequeathed by the late Edna 
May Oliver. 


This Season Marks Most Active 
Theatre Purchasing on B’way 


¢ This season has been the most ace 


tive in the purchase of Broadway 
legit theatres than for a decade. 
Formerly many legiters were dropped 
to the banks through mortgage fore- 
closures, 

The Shuberts have picked up sev- 
eral houses including two outside 
the theatrical district proper but 
failed to get at least three others be- 
cause of higher bids. 

Most recent buy is the Belasco, 
which the Shuberts have been op- 
erating, by a coterie headed by 
Cheryl Crawford and John Wildberg, 
partners in “One Touch of Venus,” 
46th Street, and “Porgy and Bess,” 
on tour. Claimed that within 48 
hours after the house was purchased 
the new owners were offered $30,- 
000 more than they paid. 

Also new partners in the Belasco 
are Sherman (Sam) S. Krellberg, 
Donald Flamm and Michael Drink- 
house, while Carl Laemmle, Jr. and 
the mother of the late George Gersh- 
win have been given the right to buy 
shares. Some of the investors are 
represented by the legal firm of 
Levien, Singer & Newberger. Re- 
puted price paid for the Belasco was 
$310,000, the amount of cash required 
being more than $65,000. Around 
$10,000 will be expended in decora- 
tions and alterations. 


Hammerstein's 


Pending is a deal to buy Hammere- 
stein’s, an ornate theatre at 53rd and 
Broadway which has been used by 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
for seven years and which was also 
known as the Manhattan. Richard 
Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d 
(authors of “Oklahoma’™’) and How- 
ard §.Cullman, who is in on a num- 
ber of Broadway moneymakers, are 


formed the | 


Both are non-pro- | 
Fund was benefited by | 


the principals toying with the idea 
of acquiring the property. Howard 
E. Reinheimer may also have an in- 
terest. 

Prospective purchasers of the 
Hammerstein site figure it as a realty 
investment, since it includes a 16- 
story office building which is ex- 
pected to support the theatre when 
it is dark or fails to have a success. 
Billy Rose was a prospective buyer 
before he and Ben Marden bought 


| the Ziegfeld, but the terms of the 


Donations amounted to | 


$19,771, of which $10,000 was given | 


| by Gilbert Miller and his wife, with 


Katharine Cornell donating $884. 


food and rent. Hospitalization out- 
lays totaled $32,882, and doctors’ bills 
amounted to $4,278. Funeral costs 
were $8,942. Cost of maintaining the 
Actors Fund Home at Englewood, 
N. J., was $25,433. 


CBS lease, which extends to 1946, 
shelved the idea. However, it is said 
that if new owners take over, the 


| radio outfit may be ousted upon six 
Destitute pros received $44,544 for | x 


months notice, 

Arthur Hammerstein built the 
house and office building as a me- 
morial to his father, Oscar Hammer- 
stein. Although the total cost was 


| put at $2,100,000, the manager said 


| his loss 


Re-elected: Waiter Vincent, presi- | 


dent; Harry G. Sommers, Katharine 
Cornell, vice-presidents; Vinton 
Freediey, treasurer; Robert Camp- 
bell, secretary. Trustees for three 
years: Marcus Heiman, George 
Christie, Emil Friedlander, Arthur 
Hopkins, Bobby Clark and H. Clay 
Miner, the latter for one year. 


MOSS HINTS AT JAIL 


FOR BROKER VIOLATORS 


Last week Commissioner of Li- 
censes Paul Moss hinted that New 
York ticket agency people might be 
jailed if they violated the statutes 
|Couple of days tater Harry Cohen 
was arrested at his home, charged 
with selling tickets without a license. 
The broker was part owner of the 
| Circle agency, which was banned by 


Moss some weeks ago, but he con- 
j} tinued to do business on the side. 
Reported that his telephones were 
tapped. 

Moss* had warned other brokers 


whose licenses were suspended not 
| to enter the premises of agencies he 
ij had banned. Overcharging on tickets 
was the offense in a number of cases. 


| 41 

;}It is not the first time Cohen got 
jammed with the law. His agency 
license was revoked but his wife se- | 


cured an okay from Moss to reopen 
| provided Cohen wasn’t permitted in 
the office. Despite that Cohen dis- 
regarded the Moss restriction and 
the license was taken away a second 
|time. Thursday (11) he was paroled 
in custody of his lawyer for a fur- 
ther hearing next Monday (22). 
Charles Moss, a downtown broker, 
who was sentenced to 30 days, is 
said to have quit the ticket business. 
Others banned include those con- 
nected with the Rialto agency, which 
sought a court order to compel Moss 


case. Several who were 
Zypping are also inactive, hopeful 
that Moss will relent. 


to reissue the license but lost the 
caught 


|a mortgage of $1,250,000. 


was $1,800.000 when the 
property was taken over by the 
Manufacturers Trust Co., which held 
Hammer- 
stein was one of several highly suc- 
cessful showmen who cleaned up 
producing shows but dropped plenty 
through reaity deals. 

Howard Lindsay and _ Russel 
Crouse bought the Hudson early in 
the spring and when taking actual 
possession in the fall wil] make ex- 
tensive changes. Their “Arsenic and 
Old Lace” is currently occupying the 
house, which is operated by the Shu- 
perts on a iease 


Irving Berlin’s Problem 
In Sam Harris Widow’s 
Wish to Sell Theatre 


Irving Berlin is due back early in 
June, again interrupting his “This Is 


the Army” itinerary, which may or 
ay not continue after the Italy- 
Sicily tour. 
When Berlin returns he will have 


not only his now-familiar situation 
with Saul H. Bornstein’ ‘Berlin, 
|Inc.) on his hands again, but also 
that of the Music Box, N. Y. The 
latter playhouse’s policy must be de- 
cided, also its ownership since the 
Sam H. Harris estate ‘Mrs. “China” 
| Harris, the widow) would like to dis 
| pose of her one-third ownership, 
| Berlin and Lee Shubert own the 
| other two-thirds. Berlin is in the 
{middle since he is an executor of 
the estate and feels the widow has 
|a good investment, yet he and Shue 
| bert are obligated to hear the first 
|bid since, under their deal, none 
ican sell out without first offering 
his or her share to the corporation, 


| Charles G. Stewart plans Broad- 
way vroduction of Jacques Deval’s 
| “errand for Bernice” early next 

season, option extending until Sept. 
| 30. 
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blonde Jane Kean, a 
neweomer who is one 
of the most 
ising comediennes since 
Merman came to the fore.” 
—J, M. KENDRICK, 
Associated Press. 


pleasant surprises is 


prom- 


“One of the most! 
Ethel 


—. 


“To me the par- 
ticular star of the} 
evening was | 
Kean... gives prom-} 
ise of being one of} 

the finest comediennes the theatre | 
has had in recent years ... simply | 
ascream... full of zingo... and} 


she can sing and act.” 
—BURTON RASCOE, 
| N. ¥. World-Telegram. 
| 
dividual hit of “Early | 
| to Bed.” 
—DANTON | 
WALKER, 
H N. ¥. Daily News. | 
| ‘ “Jane Kea the 
WA > top singing click of; 
the vear.” 
—LEE MORTIMER, | 
N.Y. Mirrer. 
| 


“Early to Bed” 
and Jane Kean is 
my” favorite therein.” 
| 
GARLAND. 
N. ¥. Journal. 
“Jane Kean, de- 


lightful young 
ing comedienne 
to. achieve! 
stardom wherever] 
she turns ... her success was in- 
Stantaneous ... the greatest dis- 
covery since Merman.” 
—VIRGINIA FORBES, 
N. ¥. San, 


SINS-| 


In 


sing and dance and 
over with personality. 
knows how to put over a com- 
| edly line.” 


| Bennett and can 


“KARLY TO BED” 


‘‘A Vivacious 
youngster named 
Jane Kean, practical- 
ly steals the show,” 
—LOUIS SOBOL, 

N. Y. Journal. 


“Jane Kean, a vi- 
vacious soubrette. 
helps “Early to Bed” 
into the division of 
attractive girl shows.” 
—WALTER WINUHELL, 

N. Y¥. Mirror. 
fresh 
spontaneous, 

~ plays and sings en- 
gagingly.” 
‘ —ARTHUR 
POLLOCK, 
Brooklyn Eagle. 


“Jane Kean, 
and 


“Jane Kean is one 
of the realtreats of 
“Early to Bed.” She 
is not only very at- 
tractive, but she can 
is bubbling 
She also 


—KELCEY ALLEN, 
Women’s Wear. 


“Opening night first 
sock laugh was Jane 
Kean . Jane is a 
natural, looks like a 
young edition of Joan 
warble.” 

ED SULLIVAN, 

N. Y. Daily News. 


“Jane Kean is a 
sock on her own,” 
—ABEL GREEN, 

‘ “Variety.” 


Just Closed One Year Engagement 


—- 


Denying that Ben Marden is providing the financial backing to the tune | 


of $600,000 for the purchase and rehabilitation of the Ziegfeld theatre 
(N.Y.), Billy Rose states that he and Marden ‘each put up $350,000 for the 
deal, both contributing on a dollar-for-dollar basis for any extra moneys 
necessary to restore the property to its former elegance. Also denying 
plans 
cilities for a cafe and that it would be bad business to have his name 
associated with any such enterprise as long as his nitery (The Diamond 
Ho seshoe) continued thriving. 


desirable to have outside backers. While voicing the possibility of Marden 
having an 
present time this had not passed the conversation stage. 


Equity. which herctotore studiously avoided taking issue with the critics 
editorially, chastises the N. Y. Drama Critics Circle and the Pulitzer Prize 
Committee for their failure to select a “best play” for the season of 1943- 

' 44. In its monthly magazine Equity opines that the refusal of both groups 
to make an award “is simply ridiculous.” The article states that the 
awards are intended to encourage the theatre, so nobody gained anything 
from the inability of the Circle and committee to make up their minds, 
; “except maybe the theatre got a black eye out of 11.” 

| Equity declares that both evitical groups fell down on their jobs. thereby 
injuring themselves “and all the rest of us too... there is no reason for 
another such display in futility next season or any season ... any deci- 
sion is better than no decision.” The comment followed a verbal pasting of 
the Circle by Burns Mantle in the News last week 


Ed Wynn was reported in Boston last week to see “Dream With Music,” 
with a spot in show as the reason. 
meet Wynn's price (quoted at $2,500), but couldn't see folding it for re- 
| hearsal and reopening Meantime. the show, hoping to pep things un a 
bit. sported brassiere-less gals for the last week of the show in the final 
scene. 
arms raised as though holding up the roof. Very daring for Boston, but 


; stunt in a couple of columns. Show preems tomorrow (Thurs.) on Broad- 


| 
| no controversy developed, although there were veiled references to the 
| 
way. reported considerably improved since its Boston opening. 


Publication last week in “Variety” that the late George M. Cohan had 
left a net estate of $712,393. to be divided equally 
three daughters and son, created surprise in some circles of Broadway 
that none of the late Cohan’s pet charities had been listed for bequests. 


donating to charities and did donate sizable sums before his death. 

Cohan usually preferred to do such things in the dark. He characteris- 
tically brushed off any mention of his philanthropies, claiming that in 
this way he escaped “sucker lists.’ 

Agatha Christie’s new mystery thriller, “Ten Little Indians.” which 
Albert de Courville is directing for a Washington openins June 5, was 
originally entitled “Ten Little Niggers.” In serial form, when it ran here 
in America, it was called “And Then There Were None.” It was originally 
produced at the St. James theatre, London. When house was bombed, it 
was removed to the Cambridge. y 
RKO acquired the film rights. C. Aubrey Smith was approached for the 
cast, but his doctor refused to okay the contract. 


Binnie Barnes, who hails from England, is now an American citizen. 
In fact she was naturalized last September in California, but Equity was 
not advised of her citizenship until last week. Alien actors do not pay 


stage jobs. Indicated that she paid no money to Equity for around seven 
months, but must now do so to remain in good standing. 


“Pick-Up Girl,” which opened promisingly at the 48th Street. N. Y., re- 
cently, was the title of a $hort story published about 10 years ago. Michael 


tirst- 


Up Girl.” Todd presented the title, without strings, to Elsa Shelley, 
time author of “Girl.” 


{ 

| Arthur Hopkins, former active producer, describes his new radio activity 
| as refreshing. Directing plays that scored on Broadway for NBC, he ex- 
; plains, has virtually none of the vexations of selecting and producing new 


Hopkins says: “You have your play of established merit without 
| having to evaluate hunareds ol 


vou have your audience, which is just as important.” 


| shows. 
SCYIDisS OL Pi. OVDAaAUIE douvliul aod 


When the road company of “3 Is a Family” opened in Boston last week, 


| John Henry Mears, who is back with the show, invited a friend, a florist. 
| Latter gave corsarges to all nine women in the cast. who sent Mears a 
| mes age which read: “The greatest company manager in America.” 


- 


Current Road Shows 


| (May 17-27) 


“A Connecticut Yankee” David- , “Let's Face It"—Ford’s Balti- 
son, Milwaukee, Wis. more, Md. 
| _“Abie’s Irish Rose” (lst Co.)— “Life With Father’—Gearv, San 
Nixon, Pittsburgh, Pa Francisco, Cal. 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” ‘(2d Co.i\—Aud “Levers Friends’—WNational. 
Denver, Colo. (22-23): Junior Col- | Washington. D. C. 
lege Audi., Cheyenne. Wyo. (24) “Oklahoma” — Erlanger. Chicago, 
Universi of Wvoming Laramie, | lll 


Wyo. (25). 

“Arsenic and Old Lace”---Civic, 
Syracuse, N. Y. (24-27) phia, Pa. 
| “Corn Is Green*—Wilbur, Boston Sons Fun’—Lyceum, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. (21); Coliseum, Sioux 
Falls. S. D. (22); Orpheum. Sioux 


“Rebecea”- 
c “Slap Happy”- 


Selwyn, Chicago, Hl. 
Forrest, Philadel- 


Blackstone, Chicago, Il. 
“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Royai 
Alexandra, Toronto, Can. f 
“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Iowa. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa (22); Orpheum, ! 
Springfield, (24); Lincoln, Deca- —Plymouth, Bos- 
tur, IL, (25); Fischer, Danville, m1, | Mass. 
(26); Shrine Mosque, Peoria, Tomorrow the World”—Shrine 
(27). Audi., Des Moines, lowa (21): Audi. 
“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—Harris,| St. Paul. Minn. (22-23): Lyceum, 


Chicago, Ill. Minneapolis, Minn. (24.97). 


Portland, Ore, (21): 
Seattle, Wash. (22-27). 
“The Old Soak”—Shubert Lafa- 


Metropolitan, 


for a unique cafe-bar in the theatre, Rose avers there are no fa- | 


Rose stated that he has never had a backer since 1934, when Jock 
Whitney backed “Jumbo.” and that all his legit plans are being financed 
with his own money. maintaining that for tax reasons it might not be | 


interest in some of his future projects, ne said that at the | 


Story is producers were willing to | 


Girls; all colored. appear in columns well back on the stage, their | 


among his widow, | 


Those close to Cohan revealed, however, that he had been generous in | 


During the London engagement, in 1941, | 


dues to Equity, but are required to remit 5% of their salaries when having: | 


Todd, whose staff is billed as having presented the drama, paid $1,000 for | 
the fitle to Street & Smith, which published a volume including “Pick- | 


lc Bridge port, | City, Iowa (23); Omaha, Omaha, Neb. 
onn, 22); us nell Audi Hartford, | (94): Music Hall, Kansas Citv, Mo. 
| Conn, (23-24); Shubert, New Haven, (25-27) 
| Conn. (25-27) | “Stev i 
| 20-27). Stove Pipe Hat"—Shuber S- 
| “Good Night Ladies”"—Cass, De- | ton. Mass | 
The Family Carnovsky’—Studé- 
aie iltmore, Los Angeles, | baker. Chicago, IN. 
al. (25-27). “Three’s a Famiiy’—Coloni: 
Katherine Dunham Dancers— | ton Mass. 


“The Student Prince”— Auditorium. | 


|| Authors’ Representatives 


Plays Abroad 


| Meet Me Victoria 

London, Apri! 10. - 
} New musical show in two. ‘ ( 
scenes) by Lane, Lauri Wy 
{story by iv Maltby; additional 


by Ted Kavanagh; lyries by Prank 
music by Noel Gay, 


Dances and ensenpig 


by Max Rivers. Produced by tain, 
j at Palace, London, Ap 

Sir Bruin Brayne-Hare Reginauhi \ 
Claire Brayne-Have 
Tirnothy Richards, are Ven 


A breezy, slapstick musical. with 
skeleton plot providing a good 
hicle for the buffoonery of Lupino 
Lane. Plot is one of those things 
that involves a pathetic. undersized 
porter who is drugged into marrying 
a French vaudevillian who needs 
British citizenship to avoid deporta- 
tion, 

Dorothy Ward, looking clamorous 
as ever, plays the Amazonian (if not 
so French) performer with requisite 
roguishness and determination. High. 
light of story is focussed on one 
hilarious, vulgar scene in bridal 
suite when timid bridegroom refuses 
to be put to bed by his overpowering 
| spouse. 

Phyllis Robins. formerly a crooner 
| with a dance band, gives a demure 
| little-girl portrayal of the neglected 
|} cockney sweetheart. The supporting 
| Cast is talented and pleasing. Musie 
jis tuneful, if undistinguished, and 
;entire show is held together by 
| Lane's personality. No reason why 
| 
| 


this latest offering of his should not 
enjoy same success as its precdeces- 
sors. Clem. 


Mis Amadas Hijas 
| (‘My Dear Children”) 
Buenos Aires. May 2. 
| version af 
Original by 


Sironish-language 
i farce 
Turney and Jerry Horwin, translatin by 
Manuel Barbera Starring Narcise Ibanex 
Menta, features Rosa Rosen. Wanny Na- 
Nelida Franeo, Hermenilda pan , 
Marcel Manent. Directed by Menta 


three-act 
Catherine 


First Broadway translation hitting 
the boards here this season (seasons 
here are reverse of those in U. S.), 
“Mis Amadas Hijas” has proved a 
solid click, both from a b.o. and crit- 
ical point of view. Seems set to run 
almost entire season. It is chiefly a 
i|vehicle for Narciso Ibanez Menta. 
who plays the John Barrymore role 
and also directs. Comedy translates 
well into Castellano: sounds as good 
as it did on its initial U. S. run. 
Oddly enough, although Barrymore's 
rep is not as well known here as in 
U. S.. theatregoers are generally hep 
to his personality. What is missing 
on this angle has been .more than 
made up by publicity and excellence 
of playing. 


Narciso Ibanez Menta. of noted 
Argentine theatrical family. plays 
the great profile to the hilt. Make- 


up and mannerisms are like Barry- 
more. Ibanez Menta gets the most 
from his lines. Production has been 
built around his performance. 

ftosa Rosen as Cordelia Clarke, 
Fanny Navarro in Miranda Burton 
irole. and Nelida Franco as Portia 
Trent were outstanding in sunvort 


Ray. 


DIRECTO 


Summer Theatre on Cape Cod 
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R. C. PRATT 
Box 88 
MANOMET, MASSACHUSETTS 


WHERE GOLD IS FREE 


A Cheerful Play 
Sunny and Moony People 
Sets—six People 


ADDRESS BOX 250 
VARIETY, 154 W. 46th Sireet 
New York City 19, N. ¥. 


Executive Secretary 


wanted for theatrical producer's 
Intelligent, experienced and alert 
Soung lady, good stenographer $40 
and bonus. State full partienlars 


Variety, 154 W, 46th Ste 
New York 19, N.Y 


| Box 513, 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 


Play ‘Brokers and 


‘ 25 West 45th Street, New Lor 
West 7th Street, Los Angeles 
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7 Plays Out 


Career Angel 
Boston, May 12. 


Andrew Billings and Joseph Dicks (in 
ccoviation With David Shay) production of 
poneatt~ in three acts (five scenes) by Gerard 
Majella Murray: stars Witford Kane; fea- 
Gienn Anders and Donald Foster. 
Don Appell; setting, Carl Kent. 


Willie David Kelly 
Prother Fidelis... Ronald Telfer 
Kurt Rhcinheold ss TONY Miller 
Brother Seraphim. Whitford Kane 
Angel Guardian. Glenn Anders 
rhompsen Lee 
Rina eT Carleton Carpenter 
Bruno... .Michael Dreyfuss 
Wendell Whitten 
Puval Dorn Alexander 
BE .. Gerald Matthews | 
Bills Charles Nevil | 


While there are many delightful 
moments in it, “Career Angel,” 1943 
Blackfriars Guild (N. Y.) show, re- 
mains pretty definitely an amateur 
play in its professional mounting. 
Hard to see how it will contend on 
Freadwey without a general revision 
of its secondary narrative, an undi- 
gestible Nazi saboteurs roundup 
which. once the main narrative is set 
in motion, consumes the body of the 

lav. 

. Initial situation develops when the 
Bosco Institute for Orphans 
Georgia is threatened with financial 
ruin after Brother Seraphim (Whit- 
ford Kane) has been too prodigal 
with the orphanage’s funds. At the 
blackest moment Seraphim’s angel 
guardian ‘(Glenn Anders) appears, 
kids about a bit. and reveals the lo- 
cation of a bundle of letters proving 
that the Institute’s house is the 
famed “hidden house” of Civil War 
days. Seraphim finds the letters and 
dispatches them to a publisher, the 
angel going along to prod the pub- 
lisher’s angel guardian into publish- 
ine them. 

At this point the author launches 
his second yarn involving the sabo- 
teurs. and this sub-plot, with all its 
rushing about, occupies everyone’s 
attention until the letters are pub- 
lished and the Institute, now famous, 


The angel. as were his many recent 
predecessors of similar nature on 


stage and screen (“Heaven Can 
Wait.” “Blithe Spirit.’ “Highland 
Fling.” “Peenshow.” “Bernadette” et 


al.’): is invisible and inaudible to all 
but the leading character. The idea 
is thus no novelty, but as the angel 
in this case is a worldly, slangy fel- 
low, it does supply several amusing 
sequences. Anders wallows in the 
role, bounding all over the place, 
sitting on chairs in the time-honored 
fashion of wagging imps, and hurling 
his robes. his wig and his gestures in 
every direction. 

Kane is the central character in 
the play. however, and it is his fine 
portrayal of the kindly, gentle soul 
who sees the angelic vision that 
lends the play its better qualities. 
Donald Foster is equally good as the 
harassed superior of the Institute, 
and Ronald Telfer, as Fidelis the 
sceptic (who is at last kicked in the 
pants by his own guardian angel), 
delivers his acrid remarks for the 
best laughs in the play., 

There is a horde of youths in the 
play the bicker, squabble, fight and 
make hichiy adult quips and remarks 
at suitable intervals. and all the 
scene but those involving the three 
brothers are directed with altogether 
too much ebullience. @ 

The play’s peint seems merely to 
be that there are more things on 
heaven and earth than meet the eye, 
but. as everybody knows this any- 
how, there ‘s no special lesson to be 
learned. The religious angle is han- 


of Town 


and otherwise give the piece the 
sparkle it didn’t have on the opener. 

ere’s said to be $60.000 of an east- 
ern backer’s coin in the show. 

Smith and Dale, rescued from com- 
parative obscurity by a recent Phil- 
co- “Variety” “Hall of Fame” radio 
show, are still doing the “Dr. Kronk- 
hite” bit, and it’s still laugh-packed. 
Mob of moderns ate it up as did the 
generations before. Picture-goers 
will also sample their antics if the 
Metro deal goes through. Minevitch 
as an actor-comic doesn’t fare nearly 
as well as his mouth-organ virtuosos, 
Rather, it’s short and stubby Johnny 
Puleo, elbowed and kneed all over 
the place, who polled the heaviest 
applause of the evening. 

It's going to take a lot of coaxing 
to get $3.60 for Minevitch and Smith 
and Dale, and what else goes with 
the package. They've been bought 
for much less with much more 
around them. There's a gal, Loulie 
Norman, given star rating with the 
others, but her vocalistics fail to 
justify the billing. Dave Brooks, 
who handles the songs for the male 
side, has a warm and friendly voice. 
Best of the hoofer paucity is Johnny 
Coy, fast and clever. Barbara Perry 
is a pert hoyden and pleasantly evi- 
dent most of the evening. Sherle 
North needs polish and technique for 
her capers, and Elizabeth Talbot- 
Martin toys with mimicry. Boyd 


their Latin lilts. 
From out of the trunk are songs by 


Harold Arlen, Ted Koehler, Bert 
Kalmar, Harry Ruby. Hoagy Car- 
michael, Baldwin Bergesen, Irving 


Graham, Lee Wainer, Chet Forrest, 
Bob Wright, Tom Satterfield and 
Herman Ruby. Staging by Nat 
Karson, under supervision of Young, 
cries for routining and pace, much 
as does most of the show for good 
material. Helm. 


‘SLAP-HAPPY’ 12G IN 


Baltimore, May 16. 

Lou Walters’ production of Jay C. 
Flippen’s “Slap-Happy,” vaude revue 
preemed here at Ford’s last week, 
managed to take estimated $12,000 
midst mechanical and casting diffi- 
culties. Headed by Chico Marx, 
Cross and Dunn, Gene Sheldon and 
others, layout is being given an elab- 
orate overhauling for its extended 
touring time prior to an attempt at 
Broadway legiter. 

In currently for a third visit is 
Ethel Barrymore in “The Corn Is 
Green,” to be followed by road edi- 
tion of “Let’s Face It.” 


‘Abie’ 8G, ‘Blossom’ 
6G in M’w’kee Split 


Milwaukee, May 16. 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” paying its 
third visit of the season, and “Blos- 
som Time,” playing a second time 
at the Davidson, ran into freakish 
weather—freezing to boiling, over- 
night, and then back again. “Abie” 
played Sunday to Wednesday for 
about $8,000. “Blossom Time” 
finished the week and drew $6,000. 
Davidson next has “A Connecticut 
Yankee,” scheduled for May 22 to 

27, and advance interest is good. 


Ladies’ 15G, Cleve. 
Cleveland, May 16. 
Hanna’s final play of season, “Good 


Night, Ladies,” ran _ into sultry 
weather but did surprisingly well. 


Initial stanza for Skeets Gallagher- 


dled delicately and there is no 
preaching or parading of dogma. 
The dialog is always adult, 
bright and. while there is a tendency 
to square off with suitable quotations 
from Shakesveare or Chesterton, 
there is usually sufficient charm in 
the lines to obscure the awkward 
plotting. Not quite enough, though, 
to warrant too much optimism for 
the play's future. Elie. 


Revue 
Los Angeles, May 11. 


_Fe Young roduction of two-act revue 
(a0 ) ng Binnie Barnes, Borrah | 
his Harmonica Rascals, 
met Loulie Normar features 
Joh Barbara Perry Elizabeth 
~Marti Dbuvid Brooks. Evelyn Far- 
fax Burgher, Sherle North, Danny 
M or Betsv B tor 3) Nelson, Boyd 
Jerome nk, Jr.; music and 
VM Arlen, Ted Koehler, Bert 
Ki H b Hoagy Carmichael, 
B: vin Bergesen, Irvin Graham Lee 
Ch Forrest Bob Wright Tom |} 
‘ Ruby; staged by Nat 
directed by James B. 
arson Miriam Schiller 
and A x music deirctor, Fred 
Bers ns Opened at Belasco, Los Angeles. 
May 11. "44: $3.60 top 


A pair of standard vaude acts will 
have to save this potpourri if it is to | 
be saved. _They’re Smith and Dale 
and Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 


Benny Baker farce caught a shade 
}over $15,000. 
Baker, who replaced Stuart Erwin, 


often | drew exceptionally good notices for 


| first performances as shy professor. 
Following current date, Hanna’s go- 
ing dark for summer and redecora- 
| tions. Has no air-cooling plant. 


‘JR. MISS’ 5G, N. H. 


New Haven, May 16. 
“Junior Miss” played its second 


stand at Shubert to tne tune of an | 


| Great Northern to hit $14,000 
| 1ST DETROIT WEEK | crine Dunham drew $15,000 for the mouth). 27: 


approximate $5,000 on four shows at 
$2.40 top; fair enough. 

Hat” (18-20). Next week gets “For 
Keeps” (25-27). 


‘Janie’ 3!,G, Schenectady 
Schenectady, May 16. 


| “Janie” did close to $3,500, good, 
in three performances at the Erie 
here, Friday and Saturday (13-14). 


the afternoon. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Hats Off to Fee’—Arthur M. 
Wirtz, Sonja Henie. 
“Ten Little Indians”—Shuberts, Al- 


Rasca!s. To the opening-night au- 
dience the rest was incidental. judg- 
Ing from applause volume. With the | 
right kind of material, Binnie Barnes | 
coulc easily be the star of this ag- | 
Srevation. but she’s pretty much 

Vasied on bad lines. 

. elix Young has long been around 

Ow, heving been active in most of | 
€,, nator e'ements of show biz 

le'll likely put this experience to 

‘00d use by plueging the weak spots 


bert De Courville. 
“The Old Devil”— Lodewick Vroom. 
“Love on Leave”’—Charles G. 
Stewart, Martin Goodman. 


“Catherine Was Great”—Michael 


Todd. 

“Slightly Scandalous” — Leonard, 
McQuillan (in Hollywood). 

“A Strange Play”—Eugene Endry. 

“Let's Face It” (road)—Schmid- 
lapp, Krakuer. 


Triplets strum geetars to accompany | 


BALTO BREAK-IN 


Current is premiere of “Stovepipe | 


Top was $3.30 at night and $1.80 in | 


‘ROSALINDA’ $42,000 


Washington, May 16. 

“Rosalinda” in two weeks at the 
National theatre grossed estimated 
$42,000. Final eight performances 
rolled up $21,000. 

San Carlo Opera Co. has a sturdy 
advance sale. Katharine Cornell 
has a mountain of mail orders for 
“Lovers and Friends.” “Let's Face 
It” comes in June 5 and a return 
econo of “Tobacco Road,” June 


‘Lovers Neat 
21156, Philly 


Philadelphia, May 16. 

Despite a couple of slightly grudg- 
ing notices (on vehicle, not the star), 
| Katharine Cornell's “Lovers and 
Friends” turned in a rousing $21,500 
| for its first of two stanzas at the 
| Forrest and, if following precedent 
of most of Miss Cornell's plays here 
land, in fact, most offerings of this 
|general type in recent years, will 
| beat that mark by a couple of grand 
this week, weather breaks being 
| normal. 

John C. Wilson, associated in the 
| production of “Lovers and Friends” 
|played opposition to himself here 
| last week. He had the only other 
| legit offering showing, and the com- 
| petition didn’t seem to hurt. Wilson’s 
| other show was “Blithe Spirit,” Noel 
|Coward comedy playing its second 
|engagement of the season at the Wal- 
| nut Street theatre, and getting a very 
| Satisfactory $14,300, slightly over first 
week’s figure, and fully justifying 
return. 

Philly’s legit season of 1943-44 is 
not going to fold pronto as recent 
weeks have indicated. As predicted, 
bookings are beginning to come in 
that will keep the Locust and Walnut 
lighted well into June, as well as the 
Forrest, which will try the summer 
again. 


‘Prince’ Ends in L. A. 
AT 156; ‘BOAT’ GETS 416 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

“Sleep It Off,” Ann Corio legit, 
takes up a stand at the Biltmore the- 
atre tomgrrow (17) for stay through 
May 30. ‘Student Prince” closes 17- 
day run at house tonight (16) with 
estimated $15,000 for final week. 
First week of “Show Boat” at the 
Philharmonic caught hefty $41,200 
estimate and should do as well this 
| week. Next Civic Light Opera pres- 
entation will be “New Moon,” star- 
ring Walter Cassel and Helena Bliss, 
also coming in for two-week run. 

Felix Young’s “8:40 Revue,” despite 
| bad press, is registering fair advance 
|sale and sold out over weekend. 
Show opened May 11 at the Belasco. 
“Blackouts of 1944,” Ken Murray 
| tong-lived show at the El Capitan, is 
| steady with prospects of usual $14,- 
| 800 on 99th week, after hitting that 
| figure last week. “Meet the People 
|of 1944” at the Music Box took esti- 
|mated $6,000 for third week after 
|doing the same on second stanza, 
| which just breaks the nut. 


‘Hiss’ $4,869, Omaha 
Omaha, May 16. 

“Kiss and Tell” with June Dayton 

| company did estimated $4.800 in one- 

|/nighter at the Omaha Wednesday 

| (10). Practically sellout. 


IN 2 WEEKS AT WASH. 


| other summer; approximately $8.900. 


B'way Slips But Biz Still Sturdy: 
‘Hayride’ $46,500 Sets Pace, ‘Helen’ 
Holds Up, 296, ‘Pick-Up’ Neat 11/56 


No material change in Broadway | bit bigger grosses than previously es- 
business last week though grosses | timated: leader quoted at $46,500. 


continued to slip slightly. Warm “Oklahoma,” St. James (58th week) 
weather didn't help. | (M-1,520; $4.80). Top-ranking musi- 
Newest among indicated money cal of last season and this; @emand 


shows are “Helen Goes to Troy,” , for tickets by visitors keeps it at 
musical, and “Pick-Up Girl,” dra- | standee proportions; $30,500. 
matic. “Hickory Stick” was yanked “One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 
after one week; “A Highland Fling” | (32d week) (M-1,347; $4.80). Another 
fiops out this week, as expected: | sock musical success; beating $34,000 
“Only the Heart” stopped: “Winged weekly and likely to hold pace 
Victory” ends great date Saturday | through summer. 
(20). | “Only the Heart,” Bijou. With- 
Estimates for Last Week | owe np teed (13) after five weeks 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), PUny business. | 
CD \Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) | “Over 21,” Music Box (19th week) 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). (C-1,.001; $3.60). Among the high 


gross getters that have been off late- 
A Highland Fling,” Plymo ith ‘C- ly: last week claimed bit over $14,000. 


1,075; $3.60). Final and 3d week: “Pick-Up Girl,” 48th Street (lst 
started weakly and dipped under week) +D-908: $3.60). Sturdy gross 
$4,000; “Chicken Every Sunday” fiyst full week, when juvenile delin- 
moves in from Miller next week quency drama topped $11,500. 

“Angel Street,” Golden = (127th “Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (19th 
week) (D-789: $3.60). Holding its week) (CD-996: $3.60). One of the 


long-run streak and goes into an- moderates not certain through sum- 


mer: estimated around $10,000. 
(72d 


“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson “The Deughgirls,” Lyceum 


(175th week) (CD-1,094; $3.60). An- Week) (C-997; $3.60). Laugh show 
other long stayer that commands fared very well last summer, and 
somewhat profitable business: not likely to stay into fall; off somewhat, 


but okay at around $13,500. 


far from $8,500. “The Searching Wind,” Fulton (5th 


“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (24th | week) (C-948; $4.20). Parties booked 
week) (CD-1,900; $480). Colored- prior to opening still factor in pack- 
cast operetta doing alright but con- theatre; gross approximately 
siderably under levels of early g¢99 909 
months; rated around $27.000. “The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 

“Chicken Every Sunday,” Miller (23d week) (D-995; $4.20). Crack 


(6th week) (C-940:; $3.60). Moves to | three-person comedy also playing to 
Plymouth after this week: business all house will hold; gross around 
not too good; $9,000 estimated; pic- $22.000. 
ture rights pend. “Pemorrew the World,” Barrymore 

“Decision,” Ambassador (Sith week) (C-995; $3.60). Claimed 
week) (D-1,105: $3.60). Whether ©, have slightly improved last week, 
moderate grosser can extend well |!" gross was quoted over $10,000. 
into summer not clear; around $8,000 The Two Mrs. Carrolls, Booth 
estimated. (41st week) (D-712; $3.60). Some 


ee variance in takings, but earl uc- 
“Dream ‘Vith Music,” Majestic (lst 


(15th 


ss t 
week) (M-1,695; $4.80). Presented $14 000 gross count net ir. fom 
by Richard Kollmar, with Columbia | “3 Is a Family,” Longacre (53d 


Pictures interested: book by Dorothy 
Kilgallen, Sidney Sheldon, Ben Rob- 
erts; score, Clay Warnick, Edward 


week) (C-1,108; $3.60). Will start 
into second summer; may move to 


another house soon; oted over 
Eager; opens Thursday (18). $8 
“Follow ‘the Girls,” Century (5th | “Wallflower.” Cort (17th week) 


week) (M-1,713; $4.80). Got off to 
flying start and gathering in many 
shekels weekly; not capacity all 
times but among the leaders with 


(D-1.064: $3.60). Some weeks’ grosses 

overquoted, but has bettered an even 

break lately: rated around $8,000. 
“Winged Victory,” 44th Street (D- 


$38,000; Wednesday matinees are 1.409: $480). Final and 27th week 

scratched and Sunday afternoons for sensational Army Air Force suc- 

added. cess: only some box seats not sold; 
“Helen Goes to Troy,” Alvin (3d over $34,000. 

week) (O-1,357; $4.80). Another | “Ziegfeld Fellies,” Imperial (58th 


musical that has some midweek mat- , week) ‘R-1,327; $4.80). Longest stay- 


inee weakness but is among the high |jng “Follies” affected by warm 

grossers; $29,000 claimed. | weather lately, with gross quoted at 
“Hickory Stick,” Mansfield. Taken | $27,000. 

off Saturday after one week; next REVIVAL 

attraction, “A Strange Play.” “Othelle.” Shubert (30th week) 


“Jacobowsky and the Colenel,” (D-1.325: $3.60). Eased off further, 
Beck (9th week) (CD-1,214; $3.60). | but still in big-money class, with last 
One of season’s top comedy dramas | week estimated around $18,500; great 
drawing capacity right along: $21.000. | for such a show. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (60th | NEIGHBORHOOD 
week) (C-920: $3.60). Eased down a| “Porgy and Bess,” Windsor, Bronx. 
bit more but road shows claimed to | “Junior Miss,” Queensboro, L. I. 
have been better; gross here quoted| “Janie,” Mosque, Newark. 
around $10,500. | “Mrs. January & Mr. Ex,” Fiat- 

“Life With Father,” Empire (236th | bush, Brooklyn, 
week) (C-929: $3.60). Sure for sum- 


mer and also a candidate for next! 
DREAM’ $18,000, HUB; 
FAMILY’ FAIR $8,500 


“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Garden | 
(15th .week) (M-1,423: $6). Rear- | 


rangement of some seats makes for 
8 : | Boston, May 16. 


Chi Spurts; ‘Harry’ Strong $14,000, Pea hs 
Dunham Troupe 156, ‘Rebecca $18.80) 


Of the four shows in town last 
“Dream With Music” 
substantial 
if of course, 
only opened on Friday, but did well 

ee performances; “Same Time 

Week” died completely. and 


veek or 


No openers this week, but bookings 
continue to look good, now carrying 


‘YANKEE’ $25,000 IN 


Detroit, May 16. 

Onset of balmy weather didn't 
stop the Cass from grossing approxi- 
i mately $25,000 last week with “Con- 
necticut Yankee.” 
| Musical goes for a second week, 
| with top at $3.30, before “Good Night, 
Ladies” follows it in. 


| 
| Kibbee-‘Soak’ 5G, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, May 16. 
| Revival of “The Old _ Soak,” 
| starring Guy Kibbee, was a washout 
‘last week at Nixon, doing only a 
| little better than $5,000. Manage- 
'ment can thank Westinghouse com- 
'pany for almost one third of that. 
Employees’ organization bought out 
the entire Thursday night (11) per- 
formance several weeks ago for flat 
sum of $1,500. 


Crix called it dated, reserving only | 
star. | 200: $3). 


a few kind words for the 
“Soak,” which had previously played 
Toronto and Buffalo, went from here 
,to Detroit. where Producer Frank 


| McCoy hopes to make a summer run | 


| of it. 


+ Chicago, May 16. 


Maurice Schwartz and | 


|for four 
| was virtually capacity at the Selwyn | 4nce 
| with $18,800, the highest receipt o | ™é 


the town well into June. Next week 
come “Stovepipe Hat” (Shubert), 
“Corn Is Green” (Wilbur) and “To- 


Most attractions gained last week 
despite inclement weather and hu- 


midity. “Uncle Harry” gained at the paceo Road” (Plymouth), all on the 
Kath- 22d. Ahead are “For Keeps” (Ply- 
“Love on Leave” ‘(Wil- 


first seven 
“Tropical Revue” 


performances of Her pyr) 

at the Blackstone Great” 
Y id- 

dish Art Theatre Co. of “The Family 

Carnovsky” garnered around $2,500 

performances “Rebecca” 


June 5, and “Catherine Was 
around June 12) 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Career Angel,” Wilbur (1,300; $3). 
Opened Friday (12); three perform- 
nice biz, about $4.000 Re- 
through 20th. 
“Dream With Music,’ Shubert (1,- 


far. “Oklahoma” was a sellout ith 
usual $30,000, and “Kiss and Tell 500: $4). Dropped off on fourth to 
took $14,000. f nated $18.000. Closed Sat. (13) 
Estimates for Last Week and opens at 44th St., N. Y., Thurs- 
“Family Carnovsky,” Studebaker day (18). 
(1,400: $3). Opened Thursday ‘(11).| “Same Time Next Week,” Ply- 


First four performances took around 
$2,500. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (53d week) 
(1,000; $3). Entered second year of 
run with $14,000. 


mouth (1.474; $3). Hit hard by no- 
tices and never had a chance; no es- 
timate given, but couldn’t have been 
more than $3,000. Two weeks an- 
‘ nounced, but closed 13th. 
“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (26th week) “ ” ial (1,500: 


“Rebecca,” Selwyn (4th week) (1.- debut here as “The Wife Takes a 


, 000; $3). Business jumped to almost hild:” d $8.500 estimated. 
capacity. $18.800. Child,” around 


“Tropical Revue,” Blackstone (1.- | 
First seven performances | 
| of Katherine Dunham troupe drew | 
| $15,000. 
i “Uncle Harry,” Great 
(2d week) (1,400; $3). 

| $14,000. 


‘SONS’ 39G, SEATTLE 
Seattle, May 16. 


Northern; “Sons o’ Fun” wowed ’em at the 
Spurted to !1.450-sent Metropolitan last 


i For eight days, grossed hefty $39,000. 
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OBITU 


SIR JOHN MARTIN-HARVEY 

Sir John Martin-Harvey, 81, widely 
known British actor, died in London, 
May 14 
Martin-Harvey, actress who had~*ap- 
peared in many American produc- 
tions. He got his early stage train- 
ing under Sir Henry Irving. He 
joined company in 1882 and re- 
mained for 14 years. 

Although probably best known as 
a player of romantic roles and as a 
producer of romantic plays, 5ir John 


also appeared in “Hamlet.” “Othello,” | 


Shrew.” “Richard III” 


“Taming of 
Vv.” Also toured Eng- 


and “Henry 


land and provinces in such modern | 


plays as “World and His Wite,” 
“Devil's Disciple.” “Everyman” and 
“The Exile.” 

His name is probably more closely 
associated with “The Only Way.” 
“Children of the King,” “Corsican 
Brothers” and “David Garrick.” He 
managed the Lyceum, Prince of 


Wales. Covent Garden and other 
London theatres. He was knighted | 
in 1921. 


MRS. FLORENCE S. GUGGENHEIM 


Mrs. Florence Schloss Guggenheim, 
80. widow of Daniel 
leader in copper industry. died May 
13 in N. Y. She was best known for 
her sponsorship of free band concerts 
en the Mall, Central Park. and on 
campuses of N. Y. and Columbia 
universities in the last 25 years. 


Mrs. Guggenheim’s initial interest | 


in these gratis band concerts was in 
1918. when she and her husband 
started them at Columbia. In 1924, 
they were joined by Mr. and Mrs. 
Murry Guggenheim in furnishing 
funds for concerts at N. Y. U. and in 
Central Park. She continued these 
concerts in 1930 as a memorial to her 
husband. Since 1931, 
Guggenheim Memorial Concerts, by 
the Goldman band in Central Park, 
have been continued. She was elect- 
to honorary life membership in the 


American Bandmasters Assn. in 1937 | 


and was on advisory committee on 
music at N. Y. World’s Fair in 1939. 


SAM MOSCOW 


Sam Moscow, 59, Columbia Pic- 
tures southern division manager, 


died May 11 in Atlanta, Ga., of heart 
ailment. 

Moscow had been with Columbia 
ympany was formed. and has 


> ice 

been in the film business since 1911. 
Ai t me he.was with Universal. 
Laier he went with the Boston 
Photoplay Co. Moscow went into 


business for himself under the firm 
name of Moscow Films, Inc., later 
joining Independent Films,  Inc., 
which was owned by A. Montague 
and Joseph McConvile, now sales 
chief and foreign manager, respec- 
tively of Columbia. When Montague 
and McConville went with Colum- 
bia, he also joined the company. 
Survived by his widow, a son and 
a daughter. Columbia 
executives went to 
funeral Sunday (14). 


MARK SMITH 


He was the father of Mut ie] 


Guggenheim, | 


the Daniel | Donohue had been with the circus 


homeoffice | 
Boston for the in 


AARON J, JONES, SR. 


Aaron J. Jones, Sr., 68, 
operator of Chicago's initial picture 


owner and 
theatre, died May 13 in Flossmoor 
near Chicago. He was a member of 
Jones, Linick & Schaefe firm 
'which operated Vickers and La 
Salle theatres in Chicago’s Loop and 
a film house in suburban Homewood. 
pioneer in the amuse- 
ment field operating a penny arcade 
in 1902. He started his first film 
itheatre in 1905, this being a 300-seat 


Jones was a 


house with 5c admission 

Jones. two Aaron, Jr.. and 
| John, were associated with him in 
the picture business. His expansion 
was sO great that at one time he had | 
52 theatres in Chicago’s Loop and 
suburban districts. 

Survived by his two sons, a widow 
and three grandchildren, 


sons, 


HOWARD V. SECOR 
Howard V. Secor, 44, president of 
Albany local for exchange service 
| employees and tor years head ship- 
; per at Warner's exchange, died in 
Albany, May 9. 
Stricken with g heart attack in the 


| booth of Grand theatre, he died 
shortly afterwards in a_ hospital. | 
Secor operated Family theatre in| 


Watervliet 10 years ago. He also was | 
a film booker in Voorheesville at | 
one time. He was a member of the | 
projectionist union as well as of the 
service union. 

Survived by widow, two sons and 
a daughter. 


——— 


JOSEPH DONOHUE 
Joseph Donohue, 60, traffic man- | 
ager for Ringling Brethers, Barnum 


& Bailey circus, died from a_ heart | 
jattack May 14 in a restaurant near | 
| Madison Square Garden, N. Y. 


since 1934. Before that he had served | 
lias general manager of Hagenbeck- | 
| Wallace circus. Sma@ler circus was | 
| absorbed by R. B., B. & B. that year. | 
Donohue made his office in Chi- | 
‘cago and lived there. Widow, three | 
_daughters and a son, J¥seph, Jr., ra- | 
| dio operator with Army in England, 
| survive. | 
JOHN F. JESKE | 

John F. Jeske, 55, makeup artist, 
| died in Los Angeles, May 11, of heart 
|}ailment. He was companion of the | 
late Lon Chaney and was one of the 
few close friends the film character 
had. When Chaney died he left 

| $5,000 to Jeske in his will. When his 


| 

| 

| 


she left him $25,000. 
| Jeske came into prominence be- 
| cause when he wed Grace Elaine 
| Buda, they were kidnapped on their 
| wedding trip and held for ransom 12 
days. Kidnapers were caught and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 
Survived by widow. 


| 


ELI JOHNSON 
Eli Johnson, 50, attorney specializ- 
theatrical work and matvri- 
'monial entanglements, dt 
| summer home at Milford, Conn., May 
j 11. He had resided at 480 Park 
avenue and maintained his law of- 


| widow died about three years later, | 


for 17 years, one of its oldest clients. 
He once was married to Dorothy 
Lamour, who sang in his band, 


ROY PRATT 

Rov Pratt. 70, for years stage man- 
ager at old Greene’s opera house and 
Majestic theatres, Cedar Rapids, Ia., 
died Apry 30 in Norfolk, Neb. 
Moved to Omaha three years ago. 
In Cedar Rapids he handled many 
road shows. 

Survived by 
brother, and tworsisters. 


widow, a son, a 


JOHN DOWD 

John Dowd. 45, for 25 years with 
the old Keith circuit's homeoffice 
vaude department 
died Mav 12 in Long Island City, 
L. I., a suicide. 

(Details in Film Section.) 

FRANK MANCHES 

Frank Manches, 63, theatre circuit 
operator in England, died in London 
recently. He headed the Medway 
Cinemas. circuit of eight houses. 

Besides being one of oldest cinema 
owners, he was interested in the 
‘shoe manufacturing business, 


AUGUSTIN J. FINK 
Augustin J. Fink, 43, one of Mex- 


ico’s leading picture producers, board | 


chairman of Clasa-Films Mundiales, 

died in Mexico City, May 1, after a 

long illness. 
Survived by 


mother, father and 


' several brothers and sisters. 


JOSEPH A. McDONOUGH 
Joseph A. McDonough, former di- 


| rector and later assistant director at 


Universal, died May 11 in Hollywood. 
He was formerly president of 


| Screen Directors Guild Council. 


Charles Heydler, 82, musician, died 
A cellist and 


land Philharmonic String Quartet in 
early 90's and was in the Johann 
Beck orchestra. Survived by daugh- 
ter and son. 


_ George Badger Tuttle, 73, former 
Hearst newspaper executive, died 
May 11 at his Los Angeles home 
after a heart attack. 

He was once city editor of the 
New York American and later wrote 
features for the Hearst wire service. 

Mrs. Fanny Hazen, mother of 
Joseph H. Hazen, until recently 
veepee and counsel at Warner Bros., 
; died May 11 in New York. She also 
is mother of Mrs. Abel Vigard, wife 
of Warner theatres executive. 


Johan Carl Petersen, 63, violinist 
for 21 years with Los Angeles Phil- 
| harmonie Orchestra, died May 9 in 
| Inglewood, Cal. 

Franz Zimmerman, 91, with Phila- 
;delphia orchestra for years before 
| he retired 10 years ago, died May 11 

in Philade!phia. 


Mrs. Tod Browning, 56, wife of the 
film director and former 
| Houghton of screen, died May 12 in 


Mark Smith, 58, third actor Of| ces at 745 Fifth avenue, N. Y. City, | 40S Angeles. 


same name and family, died May 10, 
in N. Y. 


He first appeared on stage | 


Among his many clients was 
Tommy Manville. whom he repre- 


Joseph J. White, 65, father of Eddy 


with his father in Charles H. Hoyt 'sented in three divorce actions: also | White, Republic producer, died May 


comedies. 


“Lollipop,” “White Eagle.” 
the Clouds,” “Knickerbocker 
day” with Walter 
“Twelfth Night,” with Helen Hayes 


Smith has been in radio recently, | 


Later he played in “Blind 
Youth,” “Our Wives,” “Five Million,” 
“Up..in 
Holi- 
Huston, and 


| separation suit of Enzo Fiermonte, a 


| Force Astor Dick Fiermonte 
Survived by widow and mother, 


' JAMES F. LUNDY 


being active in the American Fed-/! district advertising-exploitation rep- 


eration of Radio 


1937. Among his radio 


hat ogs } roadcast- | 
that of Jiggs in National Broadcast-| he joined Paramount's 
radio 


ing Co.’s “Bringing Up Father” 
show Estimated that he 
in some 2,000 radio 


appeared 


in which he played. 
Survived by widow and a daugh- 
ter. 
CLARK BROWN 
Clark Brown, theatrical manager 


died May 5 in Ashtabula, O. Start- 
ing as a newspaper reporter on St. 
Louis Globe-Dispatch, he became a 
press agent for Ringling Bros. circus, 
and later was publicity man for late 
Walker Whiteside. Joining Keith- 
Albee circuit as a vaudeville agent, 
Brown later became Canadian gen- 
eral mananger of Keith theatres. 
Brown, who joined the Shea Cor- 


poration in 1943, was district man- | 


ager of company when he died. He 
had been asociated with Jack Hynes 
in the operation of Paramount and 
Park theatres in Youngstown, O. 

Survived by widow and two daugh- 
ters. 


Artists. He was 
president of AFRA’s N. Y. local in| jin 


roles was 


programs as 
contrasted to some 70 N. Y. theatres | 


resentative in Denver area, died May 
. of heart ailment. Origin- 
ally in newspaper work in Georgia. 
exploitation 
staff in 1925 and subsequently was 
with Metro, returning to Par several 
years ago. 

Survived by widow, three children 
{and a brother, Lt. Aubrey Lundy, in 
the Army. 

HARRY J. KROESEN 

Harry J. Kroesen, 62, cellist, died 
April 22 in Cleveland. Son of the 
late Henry J. Kroesen, noted concert 
pianist, he played in Denver from 
1899 to 1907, and returned to Cleve- 
land to join Louis Rich orchestra. 
While with Rich he played at the old 
Euclid Avenue Opera House, Hippo- 
drome and Hanna in Cleveland. 

Survived by widow. 

HERBIE KAY 

Herbie Kay, 39, band leader, died 
| May 11 in Dallas, Tex., following a 
| lingering illness. Kay had been in 
| the band business as a guitarist, ban- 
| joist and leader since he left North- 
| western University and was managed 
| by Music Corporation of America 


| former pugilist, from Mrs, Madeline | 


James Felix Lundy, 40, Paramount | 


| 12 in Holly wood. 


| 


Literati 


Continued from page 42 


ing hours. I’ve just returned from a 
fortnight swing of the 
where our transmitters are in- 
stalled or contemplated. 


We are trying to do the best job | 
possible, but sometimes the going is | 


tough because of manpower and 
Military and 
hard to get 
while there are so many other places 


equipment shortages. 


Civilian personnel is 


on the face of the warring globe 
scarcer radio equip- 
ment 1s required. 

We've just completed our per- 
manent studios and are working on 
a more powerful transmitter for this 
|city. The studios are not bad at 
all even according 
‘ards but it required all the inge- 
nuity and push of our engineers to 
get them completed. 

Except for the Russians things are 
moving slowly militarily. We've had 
some disappointments in the last few 
months. Things are getting rather 
tense because of the imminence of 
the second front. Politically Italy is 
'a mess with most of the politicians 
_thinking of their own. personal fu- 
tures rather than in terms of na- 


where the eve 


and tater as ad- 
‘vertising manager for RKO circuit, 


Alice | 


of organizing the network here has | 
certainly taken up most of my wak- | 


outposts | 


to. home stand- | 


| tional unity and/or ‘in terms of con- 
ltributing to the war effort. 

Why I thought of writing to you 
| tonight is because I've just returned 
lfrom seeing “This Is the Army.” I 
remember coming along with you 
one day to see Irving Berlin. 

Joseph D. Ravotto. 
CHATTER 

Anva Seton doing a 

about the southwest. 
| Louis Untermever. compiling an- 
thology of American humor, 
| Malcolm Johnson resigned as of- 
| ficer and director «f Doubleday Do- 
ran. 

Cleveland Press’ radio editor, Nor- 
man Siegel, in N. Y. to write series 
on television, 

Hedda Hopper is writing a b6éok 
labout Hollywood, tentatively titled 
| ‘Malice in Wonderland.” 

Joe Harrington back on the N. Y. 
Journal-American editorial staff, but 
continuing his fiction output. 

Max Wilkinson, who was 
ed for Esquire, now doing general 

‘editorial work for Good House- 
keeping. 
| Mark Hellinger doing an Ernie 
| Pyle from the South Pacific; great 
'human-interest war correspondence 
i for INS. 

Stephen O'Donnell joined Triangle 
Publications as feature editor of 
Screen Guide, with headquarters in 
Holly wood. 

Inez Robb INS news service fea- 
writer, elected vice-president 
| of the Overseas Press Club, succeed- 
| ing H. V. Kaltenborn. 

Ella Winter, widow 
Steffens and presently married to 
Donald Ogden Stewart, has been 
named Moscow correspondent of the 
N. Y¥. Post. 

Liberty has acquired for August 
publication the serial rights to “The 
Moon Was Red,” novel by Dana Sage 
which Simon’& Schuster has brought 
out. Understood negotiations are on 
with several picture companies for 
film rights. 

Whittlesey will publish Navy 
Lieut. John Mason Brown's “To All 
Hands,” book about his war experi- 
ences. Lieut. Brown-is on the staff 
of Rear Admiral Alan G. Kirk, USN, 
Chief of Staff and Senior Aide Naval 
Forces in Europe. 


MARRIAGES 


Kate Tomlinson to Howard Whit- 
field Smith, Jr., in New York, May 
10. Bride is singer; groom actor. 

Ada Mae Minerva Phillips to John 
Sabo, in New York, May 10. Bride 
is actress; he is manager of Ringling 
circus, 


new novel 


i 
} 


of Lincoln 


ques Samossoud, Beverly Hills, May 


witsch and daughter of Mark Twain: 
groom is symphony orchestra di- 
rector. 

Patricia Burton 
Frank, Chicago, 


to Pvt. 
May 9. 


Beecher 
Bride is 


cago. 
Jane Cohan to William Walbaum. 

Chicago, May 13. Bride is member 

of Station WBBM Continuity De- 


partment; groom is radio writer- 
producer with Meyerhoff agency, 
Chicago. 

“Irma Miller to T’Sgt. Charles 


Rosenfeld, New York, May 14. Bride 
is with the Paramount h.o. publicity 
department. 

Margaret Casey to Pfc. Joseph 
McGeever, Pittsburgh, April 29. 
Bride is a booker at M-G. 
| Avis Obrecht to Clarey Barbiaux. 
| Los Angeles, May 12. Groom is on 
| the RKO publicity staff. 
| Ileyne Sugarman to Sgt. Jason 
| Harris Bernie, Hollywood, May 5. 
, Groom is son of the late Ben Bernie: 
| her father owns the Tropics, Holly- 
wood, 


| BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dan Thomas. son. 
Hollywood, May 9. Father is on 
Universal's publicity staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Dickinson 
daughter, Pittsburgh, May 11. Father 
is member of Glenn Miller Mod- 
| ernaires; mother is Paula Kelly, fea- 
tured with Broup. j 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Reeg. 
daughter, Hollywood, May 10. Father 
is a Blue network producer. 

Mr. and Mrs, 
Pittsburgh, May 2. 
Stanley theatre orch, 

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde §, Waugman, 
son, Pittsburgh, April 20. Father 
owns two suburban theatres. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Humphreys, 
daughter, Los Angeles, May 14. 
Father is assistant story editor of 
| RKO; mother formerly in reading 
department there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Bob Levinson. daugh- 
lter, Los Angeles, May 14. Father is 
former Hollywood publicist now in 
armed forces, 


Father is in 


ter, Los Angeles, May 14. Father is 
singer at 20th-Fox. 


| 
fiction | 


Mrs. Clara Gabrilowitsch to Jac- | 


11. Bride is widow of Ossip Gabrilo- | 


news writer for Station WBBM, Chi-| 


Vince Sortino, son, | 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Haymes, daugh- | 


| Bob Milo 


Continued from page 1 — 


tion with the Will Rogers Memorial] 
Fund. A funeral mass was donafed 
by St. Malachy’s R.C. Church, pred. 
icated on the idea they were rendere 


jing a -service to the original Bob 
| Milo, who had been a regular at. 
tendant at services in the Actor's 


chapel for years. The N.V.A.’s ree. 

‘ord department had previously re. 
leased news of death to “Variety” 
|and other papers, emphasiz 1 
deceased was the  noevelty ‘act 
| “Milo?” who had been a standard 
|; comedy single for yeu: His pals 
around the N.V.A. took it rather 
| hard, since all agreed that Bob Milo 
was a swell guy who had given 
| both time and money to many char. 
ities when in the chips that 
jit was a shame he died broke. 


ng the 


Three days after burial repercus- 
sions came. Friends of the original 
Milo, who had heard from him in 
Chicago, apprised Lou Handin, prez 
of N.V.A., that the guy buried was 
| not the real Milo. 

Subsequent investigation revealed 
there -must have been two Boy 
Milos, both of about the same age, 
stature, and both, apparently, had 
similar facial characteristics, 


| A return to the records showed that 
|the original Milo, now in Chi, had 
| joined the N.V.A. in 1917 and had 
jong a member until 1927. In 1938 
| the deceased Milo, posing as the 
| original, was reinstated to member. 
;ship on the old Milo card. This 
dodge didn’t require the customary 
initiation fee. He also evidently 
knew all the answers regard.” 
ing stage career of the original Milo, 
and carried on reminiscent conversa. 
tions with sufficient perfection to 
fool oldtimers who had played on 
bills with the original Milo. He 
even had press clippings and can- 
celled contracts to “prove” his iden- 
tity. He also fooled several agenis 
who had _ previously handled the 
original Milo. . 
The great deception nearly came 
a-cropper in 1939 when an agent sent 
for Milo and asked him if he was 
doing the same act. Milo said he 
was, and the agent booked him for 
a week in Boston. The original Milo 
had done an act wherein voice of 
an “operatic soprano” was heard off- 
stage. Two uniformed attendants 
came on and laid a plush runner, 
The audience was ostensibly set by 
the buildup for a session of long- 
hair vocalizing when out waltzed an 
undersized tramp instead. Then a 
| session of pantomime and songs that 
seldom failed to panic them. 
| When the No. 2 Mito played his 
| first show, he did a clown act witha 
| dog that was not so forte. House 
| manager noticed the difference, went 
| backstage and told Milo he had 
wanted his old act. The performer 
| justified the change by claiming he 
| had cracked on the falsetto he used 
|to do and singing voice was com- 
pletely gone. Nevertheless, the act 
was cancelled and replaced. The 
agent burned, but still believed the 
, loss of voice gag. 
The original Milo 
around New York since 1927. A 
icheck in this direction revealed 
| that the latter was sought for failure 
| to provide for his wife, and a con- 
| tempt order had been issued in New 
| York. Milo, since the contempt 
order, has never returned to N. Y. 
| He has made Chicago his headquar- 


| ters ever since, 


hadn't been 


| The perfect deception was pointed 
/up not only via scrapbook, contracts 
| and reminiscences of the pseudo- 
Milo, but also his record at the hos- 
pital, in which he claimed Vie Milo 
as brother and that in case of death 
| the N.V.A. was to be notified. Vie 
Milo, also of vaude, had done & 
tramp with Bison City Quartet and, 
since retiring, has been in the liquor 
Freeport, L. I.. and 3 
now living on the Coast. He is ™ 
brother of the Bob Milo now if 
*hicago. 


Another 


business in 


| 


element of surprise was 
added when a woman. ciaiming 
to be the .wife of Bob Milo came 
| into the N.V.A. to learn if the oo 
ceased was the original Bob Mile 
or the road company Milo, who 
jallegedly had never been an actot 
'until he became a clown with the 
| WPA circus of the Federal Theatre 
Project. However, she didn't state 
| which Bob Milo was her husband 
/and she never came back. 


Additional instance where the de- 
ception came in handy was in I 
when the deceased Milo was hit b¥ 
a truck. Upon representation that 
| injuries received had incapacitate 
| him indefinitely and flashing 
| tracts to prove previous earning 
| power, it is reported the insurance 
company made settlement out ° 
court at a good figure. 
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CHATTER 47 


Broadway 


George Wellbaum ill in Dallas. 

The Monte Carlo nitery’s new 
decor. 

Wallace Munro recovered from re- 
cent intestinal operation. 

Louis Berge and Louie Schonceit 
oft to Maine on fishing trip. | 

Nat Fleisher suffering with the 
chingles and won't visit doctor. 

Joe Wright back agenting afte: 
medical discharge from the Marines. 

Yvette will tour with Veloz & Yo- 
Janda on a concert tour to start May 


7 Sam J. Friedman to Boston ahead 


of Gilbert Miller's new one, “For 
Keeps.” $ 
Line skaters being chosen for 


“Hats Off to Ice,” due next month at 
the Center. 

Walter Reade. who spent winter in 
Miami for his health, has returned 
11 pounds heavief. 

Bill O'Donnell, of the Interstate 
circuit. in from Dallas for a look 
ground at N. Y. shows. 


Marian Anderson will give a free | 


concert at U. S. Naval Training Cen- 
ter. Sempson, N. Y., June 30. 


Lt.-Com. Richard Aldrich now ex- | 


ecutive officer of an advanced am- 
phibious naval base in England. 

Zac Freedman agenting “School 
for Brides.” which Howard Lang 
opens at the Civic, Chicago,-May 26. 

Eddie Cantor joins the Ed Sullivan 
entourage to Halloran hospital, 
Siaten Island, tomorrow ‘(Thursday ). 

Paramount Pep Club put on its an- 
nus! spring show and dance Friday 
niznht 12) at the Henry Hudson 
hotel. 

Eddie Schnitzer, UA sales execu- 
tive. back from Florida, where he 
went for his health, has gained six 
pounas. 

Sunday (14) a great nitery night 
fo: the Broadwayfarers and their 
mamas, because of Mother's Day ce!- 
ébration, 

Walter Winchell to the Coast for 
four weeks. Mrs, W. reopens their 
Westchester house in mid-June, when 
he returns. 

Betty Grable ordered not to come 
eas. before June 1 so hubby Harry 
James debuts at the Astor Roof May 
22 without her. 

Cpl. Rudolph Field. former book 
publisher, has completed a_ play, 
“Mrs. Boniface,” in 
with Ted Wilde. 

“Skating Vanities,” a roller outfit. 
subject of a feature article with 
color photos in Saturday Evening 
Post, issue of May 13. 

John Tuerk now back with “Chick- 
en Every Sunday” (Miller), Herman 
Bernstein switching back to “Arsenic 
end Old Lace” (Hudson). 

Billy Gould, veteran vauder and 
former partner of Valeska Suratt, 
into Roosevelt hospital, N. Y., last 
week for major operation. 

Bob Gillham, Par publicity-adver- 
tising head reportedly joining United 
Artists in the same capacity, left Fri- 
cey (12) for a week's fishing trip- 
Vacation, 

Helen Traubel, who sang in Buenos 
Aires opera last summer, has turned 
down all North and South Amcrica 
bookings for this summer to loaf in 
California. 


Three prize “beavers” in town, 
Montv Woolley sculptor Jo 
Davidson being joined by Ernest 


Hemingway. who now has a full- 


blewn beard. 


Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse | 


have abandoned other script ideas 
end are really concentrating on “Life 
With Mother” as their next. It’s a 
“Father” seauel. 

Hugh Kent, who has a theatre at 
Clinton Point, N. J.. back trom Ari- 
zona after spending several months 
there. Planned making his 
there but didn’t like it. 


Herbert Barrett and S. Jay Kauf- | 


men agenting “The’ Gate,” billed as 
scenic oratorio with the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonie-Symphony participating, 
cue at Metropolitan Tuesday (23), 
They're still talking about Harry 


Cohn’s nervous parenthood. The new | 


boy was delayed, and the Columbia 
Pict prez kept screaming. “every- 
thing’s behind production schedule.” 

Johnny Hays, former partner of 
Pairicia Kennedy, has temporarily 


Guit show biz for war work via An- | 


kus Radio Corp., N. Y.. which manu- 


faciures electronics for armed’ serv- | 


ICES, 
“Early to Bed.” which closed at 
e Broadhurst Saturday (13). re- 
ignts in the neighborhood houses, 
hrst date being the Flatbush, Brook- 
Ivn, May 30. There will be cast 
changes. 

Directly after her “Hall of Fame” 
roadcast. Jeanette MacDonald left 
for El Paso for a Texas concert 
Mence to the Coast. Her husband, 
Capt. Gené Raymond, is stationed at 
Yuma, Ariz. 

Hal Oliver crashed the dailies with 
two thrill stories about the Wallen- 


Cas high-wire act in the Ringling. 
Barnum and Bailey circus, which 


fnales at Madison Square Garden 
Sunday (21). 

Joe E. Lewis and Monte Proser 
Staged their Copacabana cocktailery 
Frank Sinatra's “farewell,” 
‘.ough The Voice was still in Mt. 
Sinai because of strep. Latter pulled 
Cut Sunday (14) for the Coast. 
__Phil Regan, the 37-year-old “juve- 
nile.” with two sons in the service, 
Standing by in N. Y. for news about | 
19, at Santa Ana. 
“lif.. who was stricken with spinal 

eningitis. Boy feeling better now. | 

_Kay Kroesge. exee aide to Bill | 

irray, head of Morris agency radio, | 


collaboration | 


home 


leneentiag “just to loaf; maybe Mexico 
first, thence California, and when 
I'm ready, back to work.” Inciden- 
‘tally Murray leaves for two weeks 
in Hollywood, May 31. 

| Ruth Matteson visiting her hus- 
band, Arthur Pierson, scripter, in 
Hollywood, before assuming the 
| Shirley Booth role in “Tomorrow the 
| World,” June 5. Conrad Nagel con- 
,tinues in the Ralph Bellamy role, 
| latter having been released for pix. 

| Oscar A. Morgan, general sales 
manager of Par shorts and newsreel, 
|}has been elected president of the 
| Amateur Roller Skating Assn. He is 
| on the exec board of the St. Nicholas 
| Skating Club of N. Y. and has acted 
as judge in numerous championship 
meets. 

Street scene (44th) last week: 
Truckmen dropped a case of rye and 
several bottles were broken. As 

| booze streamed onto the curb, a 
|number of persons suddenly ap- 
| peared with receptacles to catch the 
leakage and toss it down their gul- 
lets, to the glee of onlookers. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Andy's show headlining Sid Blake. 

Dr. Harris, magician, topping Cur- 
ly’s floor show. 

Terrace Cafe. Hotel Lowry, has 
Cliff Reckow’s orchestra. 

University of Minnesota Theatre 
| Offering “Le Barbier de Seville” in 
French. 


Rolly Rolls. “mad pianist.” into 
| Hotel Radisson Flame Room with 
Joe Porretta orchestra. 


| St. Paul Civic Opera doing “For- 
tune Teller” with three Minneapolis 
singers included in cast. 

Several hundred patrons remained 
through picture while firemen extin- 
guished blaze from ventilating motor 
on roof of Avalon, neighborhood 
house. 


Sir Ben Fuller 


Continued from page 2 


was written by an Englishman, pro- 
duced, directed and played by Brit- 
| ishers, and as an alibi, commented, 
incidentally. that if produced in Eng- 
lan the Englishman's (no fooling) in- 
' nate modesty, would have precluded 
many of the best scenes being high- 
lighted as they were. The ladies 
were naturally astounded, but being 
mostly fans, I'm sure, had to mental- 
ly agree and after speaking for an 
hour, it developed into almost a po- 
litical meeting. Madame Chairman 
allowed me to be bombarded with 
questions, relevant and otherwise. 


Pictures— and I am not particular 
whom I mix with—are sooner or 
later the topie of conversation 
among the high and lowbrows, the 
rich and richer, no matter the occa- 
‘sion or where. By that I am trying 
to sav that here, as in most places 
elsewhere on earth, they are a uni- 
versal subject: and I am one of those 
who want greater British represen- 
tation on the screens of America, 
but don’t expect it until, like the 
' advice to Sempronius, “We deserve 
it.” And. in any case, it’s my theory 
;} that in so many million people, so 
many lawyers, carpenters, actors, 
plumbers, merchants, dancers, sports- 
| men, joiners, ete., come to the top, 
and on that theory, with the Amer- 
ican population being almost four 
times that of Great Britain, the US. 
is entitled to 75) of screening time. 

Sir Benjamin Fuller. 


Selznick and UA | 
———— Continued from page 3 = 


producer-representative operation, | 
that Selznick is steadily moving 
i closer to control of United Artists, 
and that in the event of Selznick’s 
complete contro! of the distribution 


new-Owen combo in a key operat- 


| Gardinei 


London 


Vesta Tilley. aged 80, injured when 
tripped over some wires. 

John Ware appointed by Max 
Milder as publicist for Warners. 

George Elcock has acquired share 
control in 20th Century Cinema cir- 
cuit. 

Eric Boon, lightweight champion of 
Britain. makes film debut in “Cham- 
pagne Charlie.” 

Peter Maurice Music Co. renewed 
with Shzpiro, Bernstein for eighth 
year in succession. 

American Red Cross clubs in Lon- 
don discharging staffs in batches, 
with 50 due to close. 

Sam Mitelle, discharged from the 
Army atiter three vears, joins his 
brother, Len Miitelle’s, agency. 

Wilfrid Lawson. stage and screen 
star, collapsed while serving as spe- 
cial constable, receiving in- 
juries, 4 

Emplovees of Moss Empires, Gen- 
eral Theatres Corp. and other theat- 
rical circuits to get weekly increase 
of about $2. 

Eric Maschwitz already planning 
to take up show producing and di- 
recting when war is over and he’s 
out of Army. 

Harry Bennett (& Williams) in 
hospital with kidney trouble, with 
Williams temporarily using a stooge 
for radio shows. 

A. E. Newbould, head of Palmer, 
Newbould & Co., appointed publicity 
chiet by Arthur Rank for his new 

Lion Film Corp. 

Zoning areas in provinces have 
|} been stocking up reissue films in 
readiness for Second Front when 
transport difficuliies are expected. 

Bernard Delfont cickering with 
Webster Booth and Ann Ziegler for 
leads in “Maytime” or ‘Rosalinda.” 
He has English rights from America 
on both. 

Geraldo’s band. nearly set for new 
George Black London Palladium 
show in May, won't be in production. 
Could not get together with Black 
on salary. 


ican Films. director British National 
Films and National Studios, has 
taken job of production chief for 
British National Films. 


suddenly caved in, and theatre will 
be closed several weeks, having to 
cancel several bookings. including 
| Jack Buchanan show, “Shall We 
Dance.” 


Mexico City 


Catacombes is the newest nitery 
here. 

Patricio Castillo Urquidi, Mexican 
violinist, on road tour. 

U. S. embassy has its own movie 
house. Seats about.60 persons. 

Club Minuit nitery started 
noon-to-early-morning service. 

Maria Elena Diaz. radio singer. 
back from tour of southwestern U.S. 

Xavier Cugat coming to Mexico 
late in July to conduct a symphony 
orchestra for five Weeks. 

June Marlowe, Hollywood actress, 
signed for role in “Count of Monte 
Cristo.” Mexican-made film. 

Follies, vaude house, may be torn 
down if plans go through to enlarge 
Reforma, leading avenue here. 

Arturo Toscanini invited to visit 
here by Mayor Javier Rojo Gomez; 
expected to guest conduct concerts. 

Jose M. Velasco Maidana, director 
Bolivia Symphonic orchestra. guest 
conducting National University’s 
| Symph. 

Maria Felix signed by Clasa for 
four films. pact calling for her to re- 
| ceive 200,000 pesos ‘$40.000). high for 
| Mexico, 


Chicago 
Ameche will make p.a. at 


General Hospital May 23. 
“Kiss and Tell” celebrated year's 


Don 


!run with birthday party at the Am- 


bassador last night. 

Pau] Whiteman and his frau will 
be stop-over guests here today. 
They're Holly wood-bound. 

Car! Brisson will be brought back 
to the Mayfair Room at the Black- 


ing position affecting all company 
| distribution policies. 

Mary Pickford. in instituting pro- 
ceedings to change the company by- 
laws so as to pravide for majority 
instead of unanimity rule in deter- 
mining company policies, either co- 
incided with Selznick’s plans. or has 


advisedly over to Selznick’s 
side. 

That Selznick was likely to! 
emerge us the dominant factor in | 
U: A. operations, long since indi- 
cated in “Variety,” is becoming more 
apparent. 

Chaplin, meantime, continues an | 
important factor. His attorneys 


(Schwartz & Frohlich) advised “Va- 
riety” last week that they intend to 
oppose any move to amend the char- 
ter of the corporation. There has 


stone around convention time at $2,- 
000 a week. 

Al Borde. agent, Hollywood-bound 
to sign talent for the Rialto, which 
plans to revive 
snows this summel! 

Shirley Deane of 20th-Fox 
and her husband. Tom Kettering, an 
official of the Frederick Brother: 
Artists Corp. in town. 


Lt. Don Roth, of the Marines was! 


in town last week. looking in on his 
3lackhawk Restaurant. He js being 
transferred to San Diego. 


For the first time in historv. a 


| major production of the Yiddish the- 


atre (‘The Family Carnovsky”) 
won't have a single bearded gent in 
the cast. 

Ethe] Merman may play the lead 


in the musical extravaganza, “Alas- 
kan Stampede.” which been 
inked in by the Coliseum. John 


also been some talk that Chaplin | Boles is another being sought. 

may resort to the courts to handle Marge Little. singer at the Band- 

the affairs of the company, if forced | box. turned down offer from Will 

to do so. | Osborne to tour with band. Wants 
Some talk that Sears and Carl] | 0 remain in Chicago near her hus- 


Leserman, general sales manager for 
U. A. were negotiating deals else- 


where, but Sezrs has emphatically ws 


band. Austin Little, who is at Great 
Lakes. 

Society of American Magicians wil] 
tage special matinee tomorrow at 


denied any move to settle his U. A.| the Morrison's Terrace Gardens for 


contract to aaie, 


servire mon only. The society's an 


Lou Jackson, head of Anglo-Amer- | 


Roof of Opera House, Manchester, 


nual exhibition of magic will be hel 
at the same spot this week-end. 
Carmen Cavallare, a big click at 
Empire Room, has inked a five-yeai 
contract giving Palmer 


| menis. 
June 28 and opens again Sept. 21. 
Jesse Lasky. the Warner Bros. pro- 
ducer in town last week. took story 
based on the life of ‘Aother Cabrini 
vith him, when he boarded the 
Chief for Hollywood. He is con- 
sidering a movie glorifying Chicago's 
| most famous nun. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Five Node Sis at Don Metz’s. 


| 


j}into navy delayed again. Chicken 
| pox this time. 
i Tom Beegle, concert impresario. is 
\laid up at the Presbyterian hospital 
for a check-up. 


six-week visit with her soldier-hus- 
band in Alaska. 


Rochelle & Beebe, who 


levy with Tommy Tucker band. 

Marjory Hess was a last-minute sub 
| for Dorothy Kirsten in “Pagliacci” at 
Mosque last Friday night (12). 

Herb Yates and Bill Saal. of Rep 
pix, in*town to cateh MeGowan-Mack 
ice revue and “Skating Vanities.” 

George Sharp, veteran stock oner- 
ator here, will be back next week as 
company manager of “Abie’s Irish 
Rose.” 

Eileen Letchworth, who made de- 
but in Playhouse’s first production of 
season. “Jason.” also in cast of cur- 
rent “Skylark.” 

Jimmy Balmer back from Hollv- 
wood. where he took the “Iceca- 
pades” after being on road with it 
;counte of months. 


Exchanges 


Continued from page 26 


| derprivileged children. opens Sun- 
day. June 25. Camp O'Connell was 
started by Harry Kalmine, head of 
WB theatres, when he was 
manager, 

Moe Gould, veteran exhib, taking 
over management of David Green's 
Beacon theater in Squirrel Hill with 
departure of Green's son, Ralph 
Green, for service. 


; Simeon Warner Mgr. Memphis House 

Memphis, May 16. 
Joe Simon named new 
| Warner theatre here. One-time con- 
|}certmaster for Ringling Brothers- 
| Barnum & Bailey Circus band, under 
Merle Evans, Simon was associated 
with Ellis Auditorium boxoffice until 
joining Warner's recently. Succeeds 
Mrs. Mary Hale. 


Dietz to Film Classics 
St. Louis, May 16. 
Andy Dietz, of PRC, now handling 
Clsssic Films in St. Louis. 
Barney Rosenthal, of Monogram, 
closed deals for season's product | 
with Ed Clark for houses in Mattoon | 


r House ex- 
| clusive rights to his Chicago engage- 
He closes with Larry Adler 


; Induction of M-G’s Eddie Moriarity | 


Shirley Brown Cohen back from a 


were at, 
(Nixon Cafe recently back at Stan- | 


zone | 


manager | 


Hollywood 


s N. Peter Rathvon in town for RKO 
huddles. 


Bill Burton leased the old Tom 
Mix home. 
Rosalind Russell bought a 320-6 


acre ranch. 

Lee Mgrcus up and around after a 
long i}!ness. 

Barney Balaban in town for Paras 
mount huddies. 

Michael) Fessier up 

throat in‘ection. 
| Betty Field returned to town after 
a Vear’s absence. 

James Melton in from New York 
for picture work. 

Doris Dowling out of the 
after apnendectomy. 

Red Skelton ordered to report for 
| Army induction May 25. 
_Isabe] Jewell and Paul 
| divorced. both film plavers. 
| Pat West Dunn. of the 
| divorced Ralph Dunn, actor. 
Lou Edelman returned to Warners 
'after a tour of South America. 

Fortunio Bonenova to Mexico City 
to make a Spanish language film. 

Fanchon Royar inducted as presi- 
| dent of the Catholic Film and Radio 
Guild. 
| Lieut. Jackie Coogan reported on 
| his way home from Asia on fur- 
| lough. 

} Dorothy Arnold divorced Joe Di 
| Maggio, former baseball star now in 
the Army. 

Mitchell Leisen checked at 
; Paramount after several weeks in 

New York. 
| Clarence D. Hill, manager of the 
| Columbia exehange, recovering from 
food poisoning. 

Michael! Kalatazoff eandering 
| Studlo as representative of the Rus- 
| Slan government. 
| Pete Smith sending out appeals for 
blood donations to all the Smiths on 
the Pacific Coast. 

Nat Finston to Washineton as a 
member of the State Denartment’s 
Advisory Committee on Mnsic. 

Paul Harrison, former Hollywood 
columnist. joined the film incustry’s 
Public Information Committee. 

D. C. of Western Electric. 
in town to huddle with producers 
'on new licenses for sound equip- 
/ment. 
| Lum and Abner out of commission 
|} temporarily, with Lum mashing a 
| finger and Abner getting kicked by 

a horse. 


with 


hospital 


Marion 


films, 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 
Gillette & Richards, comedy dance 
team. headlining show at Club Con- 


} tinental, Hotel Jefferson. 


Clair Spurgeon, manager of the 
Apollo, Belvicere, Ill, estimates 
that juve vandalism in the house did 
£1.000 damages. 

War conditions forced cancellation 
of the annual Guarantors’ dinners of 
| the Municipal Theatre Assn., which 
| had been held since 1932. 

Advance ducat sale for 26th sea- 


two-a-day variety 


films, 


ter for chain out of Salem, Il.: with 
T. R. DeField, East Prairie, Mo.: and 
with several houses here. 

Sem Komm, building a chain of 
indie second-run houses in St. Louis 
and St. Louis Co., has purchased 
building in western part of city. 


opened his new 600-seater, built to 
replace his Aud.torium, 
destroyed by fire. 


New Canton House Okayed 
Canton, O., May 16. 
WPB approval granted to Edward | 
T. Gibbons. Canton, and Leo T. 
, Jones, of Upper Sandusky. theatre 
j}owners. to build a 584-seat theatre at 
| Carey, O. 


Ohio Theatre Rebbed 
Youngstown, O., May 16. 
Thieves stole $200 from Bel! thea- 


jell, manager. reported police. 
Money was hidden in a locker in the 
basement. 

Femme Manager, Ottumwa, fa. 

Tri-States Theatre Corp. named 
Marilyn Higgens manager Capitol, 
Oitumwa, Ia, replacing Robert 
3lankenship. 

Lou Lepovi 


tz. who's been a partner 
of Tri-States Theatres in Eastown 
and Iowa, nabe houses, East Des 
Moines. going into the nav; 


Joe Cervatti to become house man- 


aver Iowa and Pearl Fort theatre: 
Eastown. 
Canadian Pieneers’ Slate 
Calsarv. Alta. May 16. 
Officers of the Calgary division. 
Canadian Motion Picture Pioneers, 
are: president. Pete Egan; v.-p., Ver- 


Mike Burlock. Horace Lackey. A. 
Brown; past president. K. M. Leach; 
honorary president, Alex Entwistle. 
Vineent Footman Moves Up 
Denver, May 16. 
Vincent Footman, Colorads 
Springs exhib, succeeds Larry Stars- 
more as manager Westland theatres 
in Colorado. 
Red Cross collections in Fox Den- 
|; ver houses were up about 10°) over 


Inet vear, to $7.500. 


and Charleston, Ill.;: with Bob Clus- | 


| film row include Everett Havs. 
ivan, Ill; George 


J. H. Webster, Steeleville, Ill.. has | Mason 
doU-scater, | Upper Aiton, Il. 


| 


tre at nearby Campbell. Vince Tow- | 


Starsmore is in Army. | 


son of Municipal Theatre Assi. 
which tees off in alfresco Forest 
Park theatre June 1 has passed 
$121:000. 


Out-of-town exhibs shopping on 
Sulhi- 
Farming- 


Dexter, 


Karsch, 
ton, Mo.; C. H. Weeks, Jr. 
Mo.; F. L. Lowe, Lebanon. Mo. 
Harry Miller, Festus. Me.: Bob 
Cluster, Salem, Ill; W. G. Struck, 
City, Ill: Noah Bloomer, 
Belleville, Il!.. and Joseph Goldbarb, 


Washington 


“Tobacco Road” booked for its 
llth visit at the National theatre, 
week of June 12. 

Joan Leslie, in town for personal 
appearances, made feature stories in 
all Washington newspapers. 

Gayety closed for the season. 
| “Harlem Follies” was only attraction 
under the so-called legitimate policy. 

Curtis Bay training station band 
has been booked for the Earle the- 
atre with De Mille’s “Story of D1 
| Wassel).” 

Robert V. Fleming, president of 
the Riggs National bank. has ac- 
; cepted treasurership of Washington 
Municipal theatre. 


Ginny Simms arrives Wednesday 
‘17) to sing for wotunded cervice- 
men in hospitals in this area Will 


be feted by division manager Carter 
Barron of Loew’s. 


South Africa 
Russian films in South Africa dull 
SO far as the boxoffice 
“Lassie Come Home” (M-G) doing 
| holdover business in all parts of ter- 
ritory. 
| Warners’ “Casablanca” still doing 


non Skorey; secretary, Vernon Dix-| well in all keys, especially after 
on; directors, W. Kelley. R. Dodde- | “Oscar” award. 
ridge, Walter Wilson, Dan Boyle,; Fiim industry objecting strongly 


| to proposals to enforce the showing 
lof government-made 35-millimeter 
films. 

Unprecedented floods and rain in 
| Transvaal helped 20th-Fox to pub- 
| licize “Stormy Weather,” using tag- 
}line “It’s in the Headlines—‘Stormy 
| Weather’.” 

' Richard Spierman in Cape Town 
waiting ship for South America after 
completing survey of South Africa, 
Rhodesia and Portuguese East Africa 
i for Warner Bros. 
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Opening 


MAY 


Six Weeks A 
Engagement M Si Cc 


TIZOL 


JUAN 


MOTION PICTURES 


Exclusive Contract 
Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer Studios 
Completed 
“BATHING BEAUTY” 
and 


"TWO GIRLS AND A | 
SAILOR” 
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